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I. Introduction
Mansfield Park was first published in 1814 which was Jane Austen’s third published novel. This book follows Austin's tradition and focuses on youth love and marriage. It tells the love story of the heroine Fanny and the heroine Edmund. Due to the poor family background, Fanny, at the age of ten, has to be sent to live with her rich aunt in Mansfield Park. No one really cares about Fanny there, except her cousin Edmund. He cares for her, helpes her, and becomes her only confidant. So, Fanny deeply falls in love with Edmund. However, because of Fanny's natural introvertedness, shyness, and more importantly, the huge difference in status between them, Fanny can only bury her passionate love in her heart. One day, elegant noble Mary Crawford comes to Mansfield Park, and attracts Edmund’s attention. Mary and Edmund ride horses together and share their ideas with each other. And Edmund falls in love with Mary. Fanny, as is unhappy with that but can do nothing to stop. However, Mary’s brother Henry, who is rich and handsome, has interest in Fenny. He is so good at flirting with young ladies, and soon wins the love from the two sisters of Fanny. The two sisters fight with each other for the love of Edmund, however, Fanny can see him through that he is a playboy in love relationships. Because of this, even though, he has true love for Fanny and really wants to marry her, he cannot win Fanny’s heart. When Edmund finds out what kind of person Mary is, he breaks with Mary, and realizes that it is Fanny who he really loves. Eventually they marry and live a happy life. In this essay, I will analyze this novel from three aspects, Marxist aspect, post-colonial aspect, and feminist aspect.
II. Marxist critique
Marxist literary criticism maintains that a writer’s social class, and its prevailing ‘ideology’ (outlook, values, tacit assumptions, half-realized allegiances, etc), have a major bearing on what is written by a member of that class. So instead of seeing the authors as primarily autonomous ‘inspired’ individuals whose ‘genius’ and creative imagination enables them to bring forth original and timeless works of art, the Marxist see them as constantly formed by their social contexts in ways which they themselves would usually not admit. This is true not just of the content of their work but even of formal aspects of their writing which might at first seem to have no possible political overtones. (Peter Barry, 2017)
In the middle of the 18th century, driven by and triggered by steam and textile machines, Britain ushered in a mighty industrial revolution. This is not only a technological revolution, but also a profound social change, which has caused great changes in British social relations. Austen's life is in the period of social transformation at the turn of the century. The traditional aristocracy and the landlord-gentry class are gradually declining, the emerging bourgeoisie is rising, the old feudal moral system is gradually disintegrating, and traditional marriage and family relations are at stake. Austen’s parents are all born in wealthy families, but to Austen’s generation, her family is declining because only the eldest son can get the inheritances. Austen is sent to her wet nurse, Elizabeth Littlewood a few months after her birth. In Mansfield Park, the heroine Fanny is sent to live with her aunt. It may because of her own experience, she makes this story begin in this plot. Following her family convention, she is sent to Oxford to study with Mrs. Ann Cawley at age of eight. Later, she went to Southampton with her teacher for further study. From the age of 10, she begins to study in a boarding school. Unfortunately, a year later, Austen and her sister have to drop out school and go back home because her family can’t afford that. From then on, she has to study at home through reading. The books of her father and father’s friend Warren Hastings have provided Austen rich resources. When she has some difficulties, her father and brothers are her tutors. To support daughter’s writing interest, her father provides lots paper for her writing which is not cheap at that time. According to biographer, Park Honan, the Austens live in an "open, happy, unfettered intellectual family atmosphere". The character Fanny she shaped is full of kindness and wisdom, and such characteristics must have formed in a family background as Austen. Although the family is not rich enough to offer Austen further education, it brings her a harmonious and warm environment for growing up. She is lack of money, but not lack of love, the love from not only parents but also sisters and brothers. After Austin returned home from school in 1786, she spends the rest of her life in her small family.
Among her brothers, Austin and Henry had the closest relationship. Henry worked in the banking industry and became an Anglican pastor after his bankruptcy. He is also a literary agent for Austin. He has banking practitioners, businessmen, publishers, painters, and actors in the extensive social circle of London. In Austen’s life the letter correspondence with Henry and her sister are frequent. Austin can see a different society than the small rural parish from the eyes of Henry. Combine with what she read and heart, she describes a vivid and real upper class life. 
Her brother Francis and Charles are served in the navy, both of whom rose to General. Same as Austen, Fanny’s brother William is a marine too. When Fanny sees William after several years’ apart, Austen writes in this way: 
It was long before Fanny could cover from the agitating happiness of such an hour as was formed by the last thirty minutes of expectation and the first of fruition; it was some time even before her happiness could be said to make her happy, before the disappointment inseparable from the alteration of person had vanished, and she could see in him the same William as before, and talk to him, as her heart had been yearning to do, through many a past year. (Mansfield Park 2003:216) 
This psychological description shows Fanny's eagerness to see her brother, and the joy and excitement from the heart after seeing her brother. It is precisely because Austen's brother also a navy and she may have the similar feeling with Fanny after several years apart from him. Such personal experience makes her description so appropriate and makes readers deeply feel Fanny's feelings for his brother. Austen has six brothers and a sister, although they separated from each other, the distance cannot weaken their friendship. Grown up in such relationship, Austen tries to construct a positive and model brother and sister relationship in her work. Why is Fanny so excited to see William? The following description can express the reason.
Fanny had never known so much felicity in her life, as in this unchecked, equal fearless intercourse with the brother and friend, who was opening all his heart to her, telling all his hopes and fears, plans, and solicitudes respecting that long thought of, dearly earned, and justly valued blessing of promotion --- who could give her direct and minute information of the father and mother, brothers and sisters, of whom she very seldom heard --- who was interested in all the comforts and all the little hardships of her home, at Mansfield --- ready to think of every member of that home as she directed……Children of the same family, the same blood, with the same first associations and habits, have some means of enjoyment in their power, which no subsequent connections can supply; and it must be by a long and unnatural estrangement, by a divorce which no subsequent connection can justify, if such precious remains of the earliest attachments are ever entirely outlived. 
From theses description, it is not difficult to understand why Fanny was so happy when she saw her William. The elder brother is the only one who can open his heart to Fanny. He is a person who can talk about their parents and siblings. All the information about the family brings homelike feelings to Fanny, warm and kind. And at the Mansfield Park where she was being bullied, no one could talk to her about these things and give her the general warmth of her home. The more happy family a child once lived in, the more she would miss her family and the family members when she left home, the desire to return and be loved would be stronger. As Marxism believed, Austen, from the lower class family want to bring their family and sibling relationship model to readers, however such pure and harmonious relationship seems impossible in upper class families. 
Marxist critics make a division between the ‘overt’ (manifest or surface) and ‘covert’ (latent or hidden) content of a literary work (much as psychoanalytic critics do) and then relate the covert subject matter of the literary work to basic Marxist theme, for example, class struggle or the progression of society through various historical stages, such as the transition from feudalism to industrial capitalism. (Peter Barry, 2017)
The ‘overt’ in Mansfield Park tells a love story about how a girl lived a severe environment finally get her true love. Except feeling happy for the girl, we cannot help pursing the ‘covert’ of the novel. In the past, the traditional view of marriage was perfect match. Which means the couple should come from the equal social rank. Despite the disparate status of Fanny and Edmond, they finally came together because of the mutual attraction of thought and character. This new marriage view breaks the tradition. The lower class struggle for their true love and better life is the ‘covert’ of the novel. In addition to this, Karounos, Michael reveals the ‘covert’ in another way. William Price replaces Admiral Crawford as the representative of the military, Edmund Bertram replaces Mr. Grant as the representative of the clergy, and a chastened Tom Bertram, who survives—like his father before him—a life-threatening “alteration,” will be the new, reformed face of the aristocracy.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Karounos, Michael, Ordination and Revolution in Mansfield Park, SEL Studies in English Literature 1500-1900, Volume 44, Number 4, Autumn 2004, pp. 715-736 ] 

Marxist also holds the opinion that the literary forms are determined by political circumstance. It is said that the Regent (later George IV) admired Austen's work so much that each place of his residence had a set of her books. In November 1815, Regent's librarian James Stanier Clarke invited Austin to visit the royal residence in London and hinted that she would present the forthcoming novel Emma to the Regent. Although Austin did not like the Regent, she could not refuse the request. In the future, she wrote the satire "Plan of a Novel, according to Hints from Various Quarters", a "perfection" novel outline made after listening to many suggestions from librarians for her future works. However, I cannot find the political form in Mansfield. And I don’t think Austen did what she had been asked to do by the politics.
In brief, Austen, as a writer from lower class, ‘speaks’ for her class in her novel. She asks for the true love which cannot be constrained within her own class, but from the upper class. Marrying a upper class man, helps the lower class thrust into upper class, although that may not be the purpose of Austen, the result just comes naturally. She presents the ideal sibling relationship to readers from her own social status, and reflects her own life experiences and feeling to Fanny.
III. Post-colonial critique
It is especially notable that Great Britain became the strongest empire in the nineteenth century. Some historians referred to the period between 1815 and 1914 as Britain’s “imperial century”. After winning the Napoleonic War, Britain had no serious international rival any more, except Russia in central Asia. Because Britain was unchallenged at sea, it played the role of global policeman and adopted a foreign policy of “splendid isolation”. Besides the formal control it exerted over its own colonies, Britain also took a dominant position in world trade, which meant that it effectively controlled the economies of many countries, such as China, Argentina and Siam, which has been referred to by some historians as “informal empire”. The British Empire consisted of the dominions, colonies, protectorates, mandates, and other territories ruled or administered by the United Kingdom. At its height it was the largest empire in history and, was the most influential global power for over one century. As a result, its political, linguistic and cultural legacy is widely proliferated. At the peak of its power, there was a widespread and well-known saying that “the sun never sets on the British Empire”, because its span across the whole world was able to ensure that the sun was always shining on at least one of the large number of territories. Because Britain achieved huge success in colonial expansion, British people take tremendous pride in themselves, holding the belief that the Western Europeans, especially the British people, are superior to the other races in nature, and they are granted with the right to control and dominate the whole world. The beliefs they hold had a great impact on the manners in which the colonizing Occident treated the colonized Orient. Great Britain not only used its power both in politics and economy to force the colonized people to do hard labor, but also deprived their rights of seeking after development and progress. Such history soon influences literary. Post-colonialism has taken place with other theories and become a major critical discourse in the humanities. Post-colonialism is a continuation of decolonization, carried on in the western academy. Rooted deeply in colonial power and prejudice, Post-colonialism develops from a long history of strained cultural relations between colonies in Africa and Asia and the Western Colonizers. The colonizers believed that the western Europeans were destined to rule the world. Accompanying the belief in this supposed destiny grew the assumption that western Europeans were biologically superior to any other race. So they subscribed to the colonialist ideology that all races other than the white were inferior or Sunman, These sub-men or ‘savages’ quickly became the inferior and equally ‘evil’ others. Yet gradually the awakening of national consciousness, the native people began their resistance against the colonialist domination in various ways. Due to the economic disparity, political discrepancy and cultural incongruity, there is some inner tension between the colonialist empires and the ex-colonies, which was not tangible but instead, a kind of resistance caused by cultural differences, a kind of interaction and confrontation. This new relationship engaged in such manners as was called ‘Post-colonialism’, it is also a new form of colonialism. Jane Austen was brought up in this kind of circumstances and personally experienced the colonial expansion of the British Empire, so she was deeply and unconsciously influenced by the social background and the ideologies of her time, which was inevitably reflected in her novels.
Firstly the domestic imperialist culture is reflected in the main characters in the novel, namely Sir Thomas and Fanny, who are the typical representatives of the spirit of imperial domination. Sir Thomas did exactly the same things as a colonialist on a large scale in his Antigua “plantations.” Whatever was wrong there and the internal evidence garnered by Warren Roberts suggests that economic depression, slavery, and competition with France were at issue,[footnoteRef:3] Sir Thomas was able to fix, thereby maintaining his control over his colonial domain. More clearly than anywhere else in her fiction, Austen here synchronizes domestic with international authority, making it plain that the values associated with such higher things as ordination, law, and propriety must be grounded firmly in actual rule Mansfield Park is to hold and rule an imperial estate in close, not to say inevitable association with it. What assures the domestic tranquility and attractive harmony of one is the productivity and regulated discipline of the other. Fanny, on the other hand represents for the colonized, who requires direction, requires the patronage and outside authority that her own impoverished experience cannot provide. Her conscious connections are to some people and to some places outside of Mansfield Park. She demands for sorting out, adjustment, and rearrangement. However, when she adjusted to the life in Mansfield Park and began to administrate it, she has the ambition to get control of it, which is the same as the ambition of imperialist expansion. She may not realize it, but she has been infiltrated by Sir Thomas. From the novel, we can see that Fanny has experienced the stage of fear of the new environment, to discomfort, and finally to possession. After such a process, when Fanny returned to her hometown, Portsmouth, she did not feel happy, instead, she had a bit of disgust. She felt that her hometown was like the hell, while, Mansfield Park was the heaven to her. At this point, Fanny completely broke away from the civilian thinking and became the successor to safeguard bourgeois moral and social standards. While the Sir Thomas handed her the Park, she also gave her the norms of capitalist and colonialism. In conclusion, both Sir Thomas and Fanny demonstrate the spiritual nature and characteristics of the imperial domination, which are praised and affirmed by the author in this novel. This post-colonial element reflects the ideology of the author. [3:  Warren Robert. Lacques-Louis David and Lean-Louis Prieur, Revolutionary Artists: the Public, the Populance and images of French Revolution, State University of New York Press 2000
] 

In the novel Mansfield Park, some places were mentioned, including Mansfield Park and Antigua. From the post-colonial perspective, we can find some metaphorical meanings in the places. In this novel, Mansfield Park symbolizes the superior empire, and the other places symbolize the backward and uncivilized Orient, especially Antigua stands for the remote colony under the control of Mansfield Park. Mansfield Park, as the symbol of superior empire, is advanced and civilized. While the other places mentioned in this novel, such as Antigua and Portsmouth, are the symbols of inferior Orient, which are backward and uncivilized. Sir Thomas is always unwilling to be away from England and from the ideal of domestic happiness he relates with Mansfield Park. When he has to leave on a long journey to attend to his plantations in Antigua, his family gets into some troubles. Although Antigua is inferior Orient, it is the source of Mansfield wealth. Fanny Price is a young girl from a relatively poor family in Portsmouth. She is disciplined by Sir Thomas and Lady Betram, at Mansfield Park. She grows up with her four cousins, but she is always treated as inferior to them; only Edmund shows his true kindness to her. Later only when Fanny showed her ability to manage Mansfield Park and demonstrated the spirit of imperialism, she became the spiritual mistress of Mansfield Park and won the respect of other people. The changes in the attitudes in the Betram family towards Fanny reflect the thinking way of binary opposition between the superior Orient and the inferior Occident, which is just the mentality of the Orientalism. In addition to Mansfield Park and Antigua, which respectively symbolize the empire and the colony, Portsmouth was also mentioned in this novel, as the birthplace of Fanny and also a contrast to the comfortable Mansfield Park. In the novel, Sir Thomas supports a plan for Fanny to pay a visit to her home in Portsmouth, which is relatively poor compared to Mansfield Park. He hopes that Fanny suffers from the lack of comforts that life in Mansfield Park provides her. Fanny feels the differences between life in Mansfield and Portsmouth and also realizes the usefulness of a good income. This kind of emotional disappointment and mental changes of Fanny is also a reflection of the binary opposition proposed by the Orientalists. In conclusion, the locations in this novel have respectively metaphorical meanings: Mansfield Park symbolizes the colonizing and superior empire, Antigua refers to the remote colony which supports the wealth of its empire, and Portsmouth stands for the uncivilized and backward Orient. Therefore, the metaphors are just the reflection of the binarism in the eyes of the Orientalists,
Austen belonged to a slave-owning society, so it would be silly to expect her to treat slavery with anything like the passion of an abolitionist or a newly liberated slave. Yet the rhetoric of blame, so often now employed by subaltern, minority, or disadvantaged voices, attacks her and others like her, retrospectively, for being white, privileged, insensitive, and complicit. Because the pressures from the British abolitionist movement were increasing, the British government enacted the Slave Trade Act in 1807 to abolish the slave trade in the Empire. Sierra Leone was designated an official British colony for freed slaves in 1808. Except St. Helena, Ceylon and the territories administered by-the East India Company, the Slavery Abolition Act passed in 1833 and abolished slavery in the British Empire on 1 August 1834. Thanks to this Act, slaves were able to emancipate from slavery after a period of 4 to 6 years. By the time Mansfield Park was published in 1814, not only had Parliament abolished the British slave trade seven years previously but it had also passed follow-on legislation in 1811 making slave-trading a felony, ‘punishable by 14 years imprisonment’ for Britons. The internal dating within the novel is relevant to the nature of the question asked about the slave trade. The reference to the slave trade made in Mansfield Park by Fanny herself is at the very center of Said's interpretation of Austen's novels is. As a clergyman's daughter, it is difficult to imagine that Jane Austen was anything but well-acquainted with the abolitionist movement. There can be little doubt that Jane had more than just an academic interest in Antigua. In Culture and Imperialism, Said applied what he called ‘contrapuntal reading’ to literary texts to uncover the presence of hitherto hidden or obscured colonial contexts that alter our sense of the texts’ meanings. In his reading of Jane Austen’s Mansfield Park, for example, he argued that the material wealth and high social position of the Bertram family are wholly dependent on the slave trade; indeed the central narrative is occasioned by Sir Thomas’s absence in Antigua to put his West Indian plantations in order. Yet, Said argues, Austen only obliquely reflects this complicity in empire, an involvement which is revealed when the novel is read ‘against the grain’ or ‘contrapuntally’.[footnoteRef:4] [4: 3. Edward Said, Culture and Imperialism. New York: Vintage Books 1994
] 

IV. Feminist critique
The ‘women’s movement’ of the 1960s was not, of course, the start of feminism. Rather, it was a renewal of an old tradition of thought and action already possessing its classic books which had diagnosed the problem of women’s inequality in society, and proposed solutions. The feminist literary criticism of today is the direct product of the ‘women’s movement’ of the 1960s. This movement was, in important ways, literary from the start, in the sense that it realized the significance of the images of women promulgated by literature, and saw it as vital to combat them and question their authority and their coherence. Feminist criticism is one of the most practical ways of influencing everyday conduct and attitudes. In nineteenth-century novels, we can see few working women. Novels at that time focus on the heroine’s choice of marriage partner. The partners they choosing, will determine their future social class. In Mansfield Park, Fanny’s choice against gain the chance to bring her the ideal life in the future and makes the novel a happy ending. In 1970s, the major effort of feminist criticism went into exposing what might be called the mechanisms of patriarchy. Although Mansfield Park is written in 1810s, Austen shaped Fanny who was dared to challenge patriarchy, and eventually won. In 1980s, feminist criticism began to explore the nature of female world and outlook, and reconstructing the lost or suppressed records of female experience. Austen turns readers’ pursuit from women’s outside to inside, and emphasized the importance of education. When Austen writes Mansfield, which is about 150 year before the ‘women’s movement’, she may not know the revolutionary idea of women. By analyzing this novel, we get supervised about her advanced attitude towards women at that time.  
Fanny is not a perfect female character in English traditional novels, since she has nothing to do with dancing, painting, or playing any kind of musical instruments. Compared with Fanny, Mary is the so called perfect lady who has talent in music and has beautiful appearance, which attracted Edmund at first. However in the end, it is Fanny who has harvested the fruit of love with her inner character. Mary doesn’t become the winner only with her outer appearance. That is a subversion of the traditional view of lady. From the feminist point of view, that is a huge process. What Austen wants to express is that with talent, she may not be able to lead to a happy road, and may not be able to obtain a happy life. As a result, more and more women may realize that it is intelligence, cultivation and dignity that can bring them happiness. In this novel, we can found another aspect of feminism. In A vindication of the Rights of Woman (Mary Wollstonecraft 1790), Mary holds some radical idea. One of them is that female has the equal rights with male in being given education. In Mansfield Park, the importances of education and female’s desire for knowledge are mentioned. For example, prior to her close relationship with Fanny, Susan had hardly any learning experience. Fanny, who has a strong passion for learning, is willing to share her learning experience and resources with Susan. Fanny borrowed books from the library for Susan to study and discussed with her. Although Susan wasn't very interested in reading at first, she realized the importance of education and thanked Fanny for her guidance. Austen emphasized Fanny's important role in Susan's education and spiritual guidance by describing Susan's adore for Fanny. Susan is happy to accept Fanny's guidance, not only because she understand the importance of education, but also because Fanny expresses her care and love for Susan through words and actions. While emphasizing the importance of education for female, Austen also emphasizes the maintenance of personality. In the process of educating Susan, Fanny also affirms Susan's merits and qualities, and through the complementary, both Fanny and Susan make progress in the end, with one in teaching and the other one in learning. Finally, let’s look at Austen’s marriage view. For Maria’s marriage, Sir Thomas is confident that Maria will cooperate in an alliance advantageous to himself without any ill effects. That is ridiculous, she never really attended to lessons in female modesty in the first place, nor is her disposition so placid as he wishfully fancies. Maria agrees to marry Rushworth not because she is willing to serve a new man, but to get independence from Sir Thomas. Fanny trusts that guardians will think for and of her at first, but from Maria’s marriage, she gradually realizes that guardians only think for and of themselves. So when Sir Thomas arranges her marriage to Crawford, Fanny refuses. Sir Thomas discovers to his amazement that Fanny has no intention of accepting Crawford’s proposal, he rails at what he understands to be pernicious doctrines of the day. Austen uses this depiction of female images to show her desire and pursuit for her deep heart. She hopes that women can hold happiness in their own hands and not be controlled or influenced by others. After entering the patriarchal system, women's status is only attached to men, so the awakening and maturity of female consciousness will inevitably challenge and resist the patriarchal system.
V. Conclusion
Mansfield Park is a great work in the nineteenth century, and makes Austen one of the greatest writers in English literature. As a lower class writer, she speaks for her class. As a citizen lives in post-colonial society, she represents empirical colonial idea in the novel. As a wisdom educated female in that time, she uses her own feminist point of view to guide, enlighten and inspire female readers.
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