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1. INTRODUCTION  

A circular economy ensures that resources are never wasted and that the environment is always replenished. In a circular economy, products and materials are recycled, composted, refurbished, reused, and maintained. The circular economy addresses challenges like pollution, waste, and biodiversity loss, as well as climate change, by breaking the link between economic activity and the consumption of scarce resources (Masterson, Shine,2022). 
Understanding how economic agents choose to meet their limitless demands while operating with constrained resources is one definition of economics. Even though it has been known for several decades that resources are limited and that some will run out entirely shortly, there has been little research done on practical ways to optimize or minimize consumption and production. For example, the idea of the circular economy (CE) has been around for fifty years (Ellen McArthur Foundation), but it has only recently gained popularity (Antón and Almeida,2019).
A circular economy is defined by Geissdoerfer et al. (2017) as a regenerative system where resource input and waste, emissions, and energy leakage are reduced by the slowing down, closing, and narrowing of material and energy loops. Reducing resource inputs (labor, energy, raw materials, and physical equipment) and outputs (food waste and emissions); rethinking service or operation processes (waste management and procurement policies); using long-lasting design (interior design and building architecture); and carrying out maintenance, repair, reuse, refurbishing, and recycling are some ways that this can be done in the hospitality industry, and hotels.

2. Main Body

Based on the research, it was found that hotel operators have a limited understanding of the Circular Economy and only apply it to departmental and functional efficiency improvements in waste reduction, procurement, and utilities consumption. At first, hotel operators interpreted the Circular Economy idea mainly as a framework for waste management. None of the participants thought that the concept's system-level aspect or its emphasis on restoring natural and social capital were its primary goals. However, the analysis verified that hotel operators could benefit from the Circular Economy framework and its potential to create value by reducing procurement-related operating expenses and gaining a competitive edge over clients and end users through the use of circular or sustainable packaging. The findings further emphasize the significance of a cooperative, collaborative value co-creation strategy within a collaborative and cooperative approach to value co-creation is crucial in operators' supply chains, particularly in the upstream segment, as indicated by the results. To help hotel operators integrate the Circular Economy framework into their operations, the following major recommendations were given to them based on the study: Build stronger supply chain collaboration with the goal of co-creating value within the larger local hospitality network. Using value chain and supply chain mapping, determine deployment routes and opportunities for circular value creation. Transition from an ownership to a usage-based procurement strategy by implementing the servitization of high- and mid-value asset expenditures, such as furniture, bedding, and F&B equipment, through Product Service System agreements. Think about mutualizing assets, materials, and resources (such as sharing platforms and asset recirculation). Make sure to concentrate on marketing communications and positioning using a logical circular economy (Ekins, Domenech, Drummond, Bleischwitz , Hughes, and Lotti,2019).
Utilize tools for tracking the Circular Economy and environmental impact to determine an asset's "resource productivity," or "asset material productivity." - Put Environmental Management Systems (EMS) in place to keep an eye on emissions, food waste, energy usage, resource consumption, and potential operational cost savings. - Expand collaboration with government-issued regulatory bodies and sustainability certification organizations. - Use the SDG framework from the United Nations as a dashboard, tracking, and marketing communication tool. Investigate the framework value co-creation opportunities with real estate asset owners and industry stakeholders in the construction sector by utilizing cutting-edge business models like building as a service (BAAS) and building as materials bank (BAMB). - Train employees on CE opportunities and practices by utilizing the expertise of third parties that specialize in the Circular Economy. -Make all possible educational investments regarding the Circular Economy.
The emphasis on the importance of education regarding the Circular Economy concept is the study's most significant finding. Remarkably, the circular economy model's full systemic and system re-design potential is lost in the misunderstanding or oversimplified interpretation of it as a waste management framework within the sustainability concept. Hotel operators will need to have a thorough understanding of every option available to them when implementing a Circular Economy action plan. Educating hotel employees on the circular economy and circular design at every level—from management executives to housekeeping clerks, business developers, maintenance engineers, chefs, and front desk staff—can have a significant ripple effect within the companies (European Parliament, 2023). 
From theory to reality, operators can choose between two primary approaches to restructure their operations per the principles of the Circular Economy. They can ask for outside assistance on certain projects, like creating a roadmap for a circular transformation, to fill in the knowledge gaps in their supply chain partners and their own company. The second choice is to try and redesign their business model independently by learning how to use effective and easily accessible tools. Operators can achieve this and begin their Circular Economy business re-design with the knowledge and resources offered by Circulab's circular design method and toolkit.
Accor 
In keeping with its commitment to sustainability and the shift to carbon emissions, Accor has established the Planet 21 in Action program, which builds on the success of the Planet 21 program and has as its goals the conservation of biodiversity, the reduction of water consumption, the expansion of waste recycling, the reduction of energy consumption and CO2 emissions, the promotion of eco-design and sustainable building, and more. As part of its development, a number of sustainability and CE-related programs have been implemented, including the planet's plant. Accor requests that its patrons not throw away their towels. Tree planting is financed by water and energy savings. Every minute, a single tree is planted. 
  Eco-designed beds from sustainably managed forests are available at Novotel, as sustainable and healthful food. 
Accor is dedicated to providing high-quality, nutritious food in its restaurants, utilizing both local and produce grown in their kitchen gardens; and cutting down on food waste by prohibiting the use of overfished species. As of 2018, hotels within the group are required to adhere to the Planet 21 in Action program and follow 16 common actions, like using lighting and committing to energy savings. Furthermore, hotels have the freedom to select from among the roughly sixty proposed CE initiatives. The hotel chain is working to introduce a new room design that uses more ecologically friendly and recycled materials.
Environmental considerations have been incorporated into the redesign of the Novotel brand's room concept. As a result, the N'Room uses eco-friendly products, such as water-saving taps, LED lighting that uses less energy, carpets that are certified by GUT and are adhered to using an adhesive free of solvents, recycled-material pillows and quilts, Live N Dream beds with an eco-friendly design, and energy-efficient televisions (A++ label). Paints were also selected as a wall covering in order to minimize waste. A significant portion of these products are produced by businesses that have obtained ISO 14001 certification. In order to fulfill the global goal of lowering emissions established by the Paris Climate Agreement, Accor is dedicated to converting hotels into carbon neutral structures. An increasing number of hotels have implemented "smart" construction technologies over time including Internet of Things (IoT) technologies to enhance data gathering and automate building systems. One advantage of the systems is that they require less energy and maintenance. Accor has had a waste policy in place since 2016 that outlines three goals in order to facilitate the transition to the CE: (1) All hazardous waste must be treated in facilities that have been approved; (2) waste produced by the group's operational activities must be valued and classified; (3) within ten years, 95% of the waste must be recovered; and (4) the volume and quantity of the three most significant waste categories—food, packaging, and paper—must be decreased.
In terms of the outcomes made possible by these efforts, the organization has been lowering energy and water use, as well as greenhouse gas emissions, for all time periods for which it provides public data. More specifically, during the time frame examined in this study, the company was able to cut energy use by 5.6%, water use by 6.1%, and greenhouse gas emissions by 8.3% in its hotels. The trend from the previous two years seems to suggest that there was also a decrease in consumption in the most recent year, even though the company has not yet released its data on energy consumption per room for 2018.
While Novotel offers eco-designed beds, Accor encourages eco-design and sustainable construction through its Planet 21 program. It has also introduced a program called "Eco-Design Processes," which involves designing beds or rooms with environmentally conscious and recycled materials. This minimizes the amount of materials used in production and maximizes packaging and transportation. The N'Room is the outcome of Novotel's redesign of its room concept, which included environmental considerations at every stage. The N'Room will feature environmentally friendly products such as water-saving faucets, low-energy LED lighting, certified GUT carpeting with solvent-free adhesive, recycled-material duvets and pillows, eco-friendly beds called Live N Dream, and energy-efficient televisions (A++). To cut down on waste from materials like flooring and wallpaper, paint was finally used as a wall covering. Many of the products will be produced by businesses that have obtained ISO 14001 certification. As a chain, it is dedicated to innovation and eco-design (Vourdoubas, 2016).
Accor is dedicated to moral and conscientious business conduct. The organization's approach to responsibility in terms of management ethics, integrity, and legal compliance, as well as its obligations to its workers, society, and the environment, is outlined in its Code of Ethics and Corporate Social Responsibility1. The execution of the corporate social responsibility and code of ethics necessitates ongoing communication with all relevant parties, such as visitors, staff, business and financial partners, franchisees, owners/investors, and organizations engaged in regional development1. According to the company's human resources policy, all employees are encouraged to participate in making their working lives better, to have conversations with employee representatives, to come up with solutions that help balance work and personal life, to provide benefits and working conditions that are highly regarded by employees, to support diversity and equal opportunity as well as encouraging innovation and assisting talent in adjusting to the digital world (Accor Group, 2023).


3. Conclusion
These days, efforts to halt climate change and other environmental issues are driven by concerns about sustainability, which is why the current linear production system has to be modified. One potential solution to these issues is thought to be CE. In particular, the European Commission published a report on December 2, 2015, titled "Close the Circle: An Action Plan of the European Union for the Circular Economy," which called for a shift toward a more circular economy (CE), in which resources, materials, and products are retained in the system for as long as feasible while producing the least amount of waste possible (Rodríguez-Antón, J.M.; Rubio-Andrada, L.; Celemín-Pedroche, M.S.; Alonso-Almeida, M.M, 2019).
Because it uses a lot of energy resources and produces a lot of waste, the hospitality industry has long been seen as a major source of risks to the environmental sustainability of tourist destinations. Given this circumstance, as this paper has demonstrated, larger chains have been working extremely hard to ensure both their sustainability and the sustainability of the environment in which they operate (Girard, L.F.; Nocca, 2017).
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