Welsh lesson plan and Resources
Micro lesson, Lesson plan and Resources in above PowerPoint 
Lesson Evaluation 
Overall, I believe the micro lesson went well. The children were engaged and showed a good grasp of Welsh numbers from the verbal activating prior knowledge activity we did at the beginning where I led the class in reciting Welsh numbers. Their knowledge of this topic was better than I expected and I changed my original plan of reading out the numbers in Welsh and then writing them on the board in their numerical form to just reading  them out in Welsh and then English in order to challenge them more effectively. There is significant research around the idea of activating prior knowledge. Hattan et al states that: “It is certainly one thing to know that students’ existing knowledge base matters significantly to what they can comprehend and remember”(Hattan et al 2024). Therefore, if I had made a judgement on how much the pupils should have known by their second term of year seven I may have found that they were all at different points as they may have remembered the information they had previously been taught at different rates. However, by performing this task at the beginning of the lesson I was able to better understand where the pupils were in terms of their understanding of this topic and adapt my lesson accordingly. According to The Language Teacher Toolkit “Repetition not only strengthens knowledge, but it also adds to the quality, cognitive depth and level of processing, giving the students the chance to build on more collocations, contacts and associations” (Smith & Conti 2016) building on this idea the use of numbers and their respective nature in Welsh links to this concept as repeating the numbers more than once, in Welsh then in English reinforces the familiarity of the students with these Welsh words. By integrating the Welsh language into a context that the learners are already familiar with like bingo students may be more likely to want to use the Welsh language as it may not been seen as separate from their regular language use. This is in line with Cymraeg 2050 as one of their goals is to “create an environment where everyone will want to use the Welsh language”(Welsh Government 2024) as normalizing the Welsh language and getting pupils used to using it in one familiar context will hopefully promote its use in other similar simple situations and allow them to build on each other to more consistent and complex usage over time. My resources were fit for purpose as they were simple enough for the year seven pupils to understand but challenging in the way that they contained words that the pupils may not have encountered before.  I chose to focus on numbers for my microlesson as the pupils were more likely to be comfortable using them. Going through them in order at the beginning and then in a random order throughout the bingo game meant that I was making use of drilling techniques that also “reinforce memory connections” (Smith & Conti 2016) as well as using general repetition. I had the language mats in front of the pupils as well as on the board for better understanding so that even when the vocabulary was taken off the board to explain the next part of the task they could still refer back to the main vocabulary of the lesson. Language mats can be used to support class, pair and individual work (Smith & Conti 2016). I also went through the language mat verbally in order to improve comprehension. The phrase I wanted them to have learnt by the end of the lesson was ‘Mae bingo gyda fi’ which I included in Welsh, English and phonetically on their language mats therefore they had to say this phrase in order to win the bingo game. I think that a number of aspects of this lesson could be improved. I could have had them read out the language mats for themselves to improve pronunciation and used group repetition in order to make sure they knew what was expected of them. Group repetition would have given the entire class a chance to engage. I was making sure that I picked a different student every time I needed an answer but if the entire class was answering I could have perhaps gained a wider view of how confident this particular class was in using this vocabulary (Smith & Conti 2016). I also could have used this technique when going through the language mats as having them all repeat the words I was putting in front of them would have made sure that they all understood how to use them. This did fall short as the pupil who did win was unsure of what to say when they did get bingo. This also would have improved the learners Welsh language skills as research has shown that: “the repetition of language forms at the lexical, syntactical, phonetic, and discursive levels aids language learners to intuit meaning and function in the new language” (Atoofi 2018).  I also could have put the numbers on the board and had them say it back to me also in order to improve pronunciation. Generally, I believe that I did improve the Welsh skills of my learners as I did activate prior knowledge of vocabulary that they were already familiar with and place it into a familiar context which hopefully solidified this knowledge and allowed them to see that the Welsh language can be used in everyday situations not just in school. 
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