Carys Riddiford- 1901922. The global tourism experience assignment 2.

The topic which the author has chosen for this debate is “Festivities and Events encourages anti social behaviour” in this written debate the author will be writing about both sides of this statement making points for and against the argument for an unbiased stand point. Then the author will conclude wether or not they believe if festivals and events do or do not encourage anti social behaviour. The definition of anti social behaviour is that it is a behaviour by a person which causes or is likely to cause alarm, harassment or to distress persons of not the same household. The three agreements that the author has decided to research on are the usage of drugs in festivals, the littering which is left behind at festivals and violence and Harassment which happens at festivals. Then the three good points about festivals will be about that it’s not the festivals or events which are the issue it’s the people that ruin it for others, the economic impact and they money which festivals bring in and then lastly how festivals bring people together and created friendships.

Firstly the author will make points agreeing with this statement that festivals and events do encourage anti social behaviour.
[image: ]
Point one will be about the usage of illegal drugs at festivals. Each year at all different kinds of festivals people have taken these drugs and have even died from taken drugs. On the right side is a chart of the percentages of some drugs that people take at festivals in 2017. As you can see the most popular drug used is cannabis with 12% of people in between the ages of 15-34. In 2016 the deaths due to ecstasy became an all time high with 63 deaths and cocaine related deaths rose from 112 in 2011 up to 371 also in 2016. The number of people using these drugs have stabilised but more deaths are accruing which means that it’s not due to more people taking drugs it is the rising of the strength in the drugs which is causing the rise. The average amount of MDMA which is found in ecstasy used to be around 50gm to 80gm in the 2000’s but now it is to believe to contain 125mg and even up to 270mg. Another issue on the rise are the use of synthetic drugs which are made in laboratories that are designed to copy the affects of traditional drugs. By 2015 the EMCDDA have monitored over 450 different substances.

[image: ]Point number two that the reporter will be making will be about littering and the left over damage once the festival is over. UK festivals produce 23,500 tonnes of waste each year with two thirds of it going into land fills to sit and rot for years on end. People will leave tents with loads of rubbish of empty bottles and camping equipment. Some tents have been left in perfect condition other have been destroyed and slashed to bits all left for the volunteers to clean up and sort out. This is causing a massive damaging impact on the environment as a lot of the rubbish is single use plastics and people just being too lazy to either put things in the bin or to take their own belongings home with them. In 2017 Biffa had collected 69 tonnes of rubbish at the BBC radio 1’s big weekend, this took 169 large bin containers, 300 wheelie bins and 22 skips to get all of the waste that had been let behind. Even when People do put things in the bins sometimes it still can’t be recycled as if a recycle item has been put into a bin with loads of non recycle items then cross contamination can happen and it is then harder for the product that was recycle to be recycled as it is a harder and longer process for it to break down and separate.

Lastly the final point on why festivals cause anti social behaviour will be about harassment and violence which occurs at festivals. 
Harassment has been an on going issue within Festivals and can be caused by several factors such as people being too close to each other or caused by attitude brought on by alcohol or drugs. In 2019 the BBC did a survey asking festival goers about their experiences, 485 people reported their experience and a third of woman have had some sort of sexual harassment along with 8% of them have been sexually assaulted, this is a big jump compared to the to the 1% of men who have experience it. These numbers may not be accurate as these are only what has been reported and it is believed that some people do not want to report it due to certain reasons using the numbers above this will estimate to about 250,000 women that will experience sexual assault at festivals each year. In 2018 there has been they found that 22% of 1,180 people have reported some form of unwanted sexual attention or behaviour. This number rose to 30% for women within the sample and in 2016 they made up 60% of festivals goers. There is not much being done about this as the number are not as high as other places such as night clubs and this has only become a recent research. In 2015 54% of women and 15% of men had experienced sexual harassment while on a night out in between the ages of 18-24. There is also a study of 5,649 students 56% had experience sexual behaviour at UK universities so these places are actually bigger problems than what happens at festivals the university statistics comes as a shock as people would think that you would be a lot safer at universities than at a night club or a festival but that doesn’t seem like the case here. 

Now the author will go onto the other side of the debate which is why festivals do not encourage anti social behaviour and make points on the good thing about festivals.

It is not the venue or the event that is the issue in this case the events are festivals but it is the people that are there such as drugs are forbidden at festivals and people know this but that does not stop them from bringing them in, people will plan and find a way to sneak them in, there are many clever gadgets now to hide drugs in with it looking nothing out of the ordinary such as hiding them in sweet tins, or in pens. People can be creative when it comes to smuggling drugs either fit their own personal use or to try and sell to others they do not just think about it last minute as security are strict and are now getting stricter, some places will have you undo your hair if it is done in a certain way such as space buns. Sadly due to these people it gives festivals a bad representation. People know about the dangers of drugs especially off people that they do not know, it is most of the time a personal choice to take drugs and they do have consequences some are worse than others and it I just best for people to dry and stay away from it as much as possible and just be smart and think about it before making a final decision. This can also be said about the other two points made in the argument against that out of the millions of people that go to festivals each year only a select few ruin it for others and these things should have a much stricter consequence to them.

[image: ]The second point is that festivals bring in a lot of money into the economy, as festivals can be expensive not only just for the ticket to attended but also all the equipment that comes with it and all the food bought at the food venders within the festival. Music is a massive global industry and festivals are only a part of it. In 2014 music tourism generated £3.1 billion into the UK economy and also in 2014 it had sustained 38,238 full time jobs. Festivals also help business with costs such as people needed to buy tents or camping equipment or some people book into hotels which that also goes into the travel industry, there are flights booked for those who are travelling from over seas as some people will travel great distances to attend certain well known festivals such as Glastonbury in the UK or in Coachella in California just to see their favourite artist to perform or just for the atmosphere which comes with attending [image: ]festivals. Each year festivals across the world sells out in minutes which shows how popular they are and that they are in such a high demand for people. On the Butlers life cycle festivals would be still in the development stage or on the success stage as shown on the side as an example. Each year the money that they are bringing in is rising and rising and they are also selling out faster and faster. Due to Coronavirus loads of festivals and events have had to be either postponed or even cancelled all together and it will be interesting to see how this will effect the economy as people, businesses and countries are losing money because of the cancellations.
The last good point about festivals and events in that they do not encourage amity social behaviour is that it brings people together and creates friendships. 

[image: ]Festivals and events can bring people together for both within the community or complete strangers with similar interests depending on the type of event. Such as people who like the artist that is playing at the event or festivals, or people who focus more into the atmosphere festivals create depending on if it is a more lesser known festival or if it is one of the big name festivals. Most of the time they are mainly for everyone with something that each type of person will enjoy sometimes there are events for a specific group of people depending on the events target market which they are marketing to. It can be a safe space or an escape from reality to people something to look forward to and keep them going. Some events are part of peoples cultures and traditions such as the day of the dead which is a huge celebration within European and Latin American countries. Other events which bring people together is Pride as that brings people who are apart of the LGBTQ+ community together in a safe place so that they can be who they are without fear and pride festivals have become a much more popular thing as the world progresses and as people become more acceptable of other people. There are so many different events and festivals around there world all with a different target market and their own marketing strategies to appeal to their target markets so that they can get people to go there and there is going to something for every person to enjoy.

To conclude this debate both sides have made and highlighted some very  good valid points on how festivals and events can encourage anti social behaviour and also on why they do not cause anti social behaviour. The author has decided to take the side of going against the statement of festivals cause anti social behaviour meaning that they believe that they do not. The author believes that they do more good than harm and a lot of the arguments that were made for the statement were more a general thing of certain people’s behaviour rather than it being specific to festivals and events. The argument which goes against the statement were more based on what festivals and events actually do and not peoples actions that can be done anywhere else in the world.
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