Essay one: 
Ever since the Scarman report which took place in 1981 as a direct result of the failings by police and the racial profiling of predominately African males, there has been a need for police to be held accountable for their actions (Scarman Report, 2007). Prior to the Brixton Riots and the Scarman report, the Police complaints board had been created in 1977 following backlash and allegations of police misconduct (Staddon, 2021, Pg10). Following on many years later the independent police complaints commission was founded in 2004, the main goal of this organisation was to improve public confidence in the police and their complaints system (GOV.UK, 2012). However, this was replaced by the Independent Office for police conduct in 2018 to handle complaints against police forces in England and Wales, to again increase public confidence and hold the police accountable for their actions and decisions (UK Parliament, 2022). This essay will explore the effectiveness of the independent bodies such as the IOPC in holding the police accountable for their actions.
The need for police to be held accountable for their actions as only increased as years have passed. The IOPC recently posted their statistics for complaints against police forces in the Uk which found in 2020/2021 there were 67,732 complaints cased in the UK alone (IOPC 2021a). Public confidence is key to any police force and complaints department. The IOPC state in a yearly summary report that half of the general public are no longer confidence in police or how they deal with complaints against themselves, this has overtaken the general public who believe in the police since 2017 (IOPC 2021b). A report made by the house of commons in 2009/2010 found that even though the existence of independent bodies such as the IOPC or IPCC, forces still preferred to investigate issues of misconduct themselves and the house of commons referred to it as “The police investigating the police” (House of commons 2010). 
Within the report it states that in 2008 – 2009 less than 1% of all complaints made against police were investigated by independent bodies (House of commons, 2010). This is likely to lower the public confidence in the complaints system as they see it as the police investigating the police as previously stated. Also stated in the report, any serious cases referred to the IPCC a staggering 10% were only managed by IPCCs own staff (House of commons, 2010). However, when this report was made, they found that there was a steady incline in public confidence.  The report suggests that there has been an increase in people making complaints against police which they state shows proof that people are beginning to believe in the system (House of commons, 2010). An increase in complaints does not necessarily show the improvement or effectiveness of the IOPC/IPCC. The house of commons stated that “this may have been a valid argument in the early years after the IPCC’s formation as it would be a sign of the public placing trust in a new, reformed complaints system” (House of commons, 2010). Furthermore, it was stated that the IOPC/IPCC should in fact be measured on the outcomes of investigations and not by how many investigations they received and processed (House of commons, 2010). This shows a valued argument that an independent body such as the IOPC cannot be assessed solely by the number of complaints they receive. If this was the method then the IOPC would be regarded as highly effective due to the number of complaints they receive yearly as previously stated.
There is a disconnect between the public, the police and the independent bodies. In the report published by the house of commons they noted that between the time a complaint is made and the time the IOPC/IPCC is made aware it there is a so called “disconnect” (House of commons, 2010). They note that this “disconnect period” could be handled by the professional standards department, as they found that most members of the public wanted and apology rather than a formal investigation with regards to poor service by the police force. (House of commons, 2010). The IOPCs workload and investigation time hinders its ability to investigate swiftly, thus hindering or decreasing the overall trust in the complaints system. In the report issued by the house of commons they state the larger workload may be an indicator of why some investigations can take 269 days to complete (House of commons, 2010).
In conclusion, a wider study needs to be conducted on the IOPC or other independent bodies to effectively and accurately determine if they are effective at holding the police accountable for their actions and decisions.  However, there is evidence to suggest that the IOPC and other independent bodies can hold forces to account but there is a disconnect or push back from police forces who would rather keep complaints in house to prevent wider scrutiny. A key point for the IOPC is the independence of the organisation this allows them to conduct more in-depth investigations with staff who do not work for the police. Due to the high demand which is only likely to increase as years pass, the IOPC and other independent bodies are going to need to adapt and expand to help fulfil the demand placed on them by the public. Also noted is the public confidence aspect, if forces continue to stretch out the complaints process rather than dealing with smaller complaints such as poor service or lack of updates, this is likely to worsen public confidence and trust in the police. A more streamlined service is required to help improve public relations and improve cohesion with police forces, if smaller complaints are deal with in house and resolved with for example and apology this can go along wide to improve public confidence with police, this will ilvaite pressure on independent bodies and free up their workload to better investigator and provide swifter outcomes for victims and forces. However, this is in an ideal world, a starting point to improve prompter investigations would be better communications between forces, professional standards departments and independent bodies such as the IOPC. 
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Essay two: Outline potential links between serious and organised crime and public protection issues.
Organised crime is estimated to have at least 36,000 criminals working in 5,300 organised groups across the UK according to a survey conducted in 2013 (CPS 2023). Organised crime links into public protection, whereby organised crime groups will often target people at risk to commit or assist in acts of crime, as these groups know that these individuals are easier to groom or manipulate for their financial gain, another reason these organised crime groups target vulnerable people is that these victims are less likely to report their abuse to police or relevant agencies, (College of Policing 2014). This Essay will outline potential links between serious organised crime groups and public protection issues, it will focus on three main topics cuckooing, county lines and modern slavery.
Cuckooing is becoming more and more common place as criminal enterprises expand to more remote and less urban areas such as Welsh valley towns and rural towns (Spicer, 2019). The BBC note that in 2022 there were 316 recorded instances of cuckooing in the city of London (BBC,2023). This number is likely to be overshadowed by the number of reported incidents in more rural areas. Devon and Cornwall police state as of 2019 they identified 200 homes used in the supply of drugs and risks of cuckooing (CPD,2022). This shows a steady increase in the number of properties used for exploitation such as cuckooing in previous years which is likely to be greater at present. 
Cuckooing involves criminal organisations or gangs taking ownership of a property to facilitate illegal activities such as drug supply and sex work (Spicer, 2019). Often criminal enterprises or gangs target those who are most vulnerable in society. They namely target those with learning disabilities, mental health issues or addictions, and children (Spicer, 2019). The legal definition for vulnerable is stated as “able to be easily physically or mentally hurt, influenced, or attacked” (Cambridge, 2023). Using this definition, it is clear why criminal enterprises target the most vulnerable in society.  Criminals often use tactics such as threats and violence to achieve their goals with regards to cuckooing (Spicer, 2019). Also stated previously was that criminal organisations target those with mental health issues. The NHS recently released statistics which state that an estimated 3.25 million people came into contact with there mental health department between 2021 and 2022 (UK Parliament, 2023). This is of real concern to the amount of people who could have the potential to be at risk of criminal exploitation or cuckooing. Furthermore, the NHS stated that rates of depression were higher with individuals who found it hard to afford housing and associated bills (UK Parliament, 2023). However, this is not to say everyone who struggles with mental health or the cost of living is a target for cuckooing but rather it just demonstrates a link to how criminals target certain individuals due to their circumstances and vulnerabilities.
	County lines is also becoming a wider spread issue with regards to criminality. A recent statistic published by the Home Office states “1,108 county lines have been closed since April 2022” (Home Office, 2023). County lines involve criminal organisations or OCGs that export illegal drugs up and down the Uk and they namely achieve this by exploiting children and vulnerable individuals to move and store these drugs (NCA,2023). These organised crime groups make an effort to target those most vulnerable. The reason being these children and vulnerable adults may be living in unsafe circumstances or unable to care for themselves properly this leaves them open to be exploited by criminality. The gangs use a wide array of tactics which can include physical violence, threats or they might even offer rewards or incentives to lure the person in, such as money or food. They often do this to trap the vulnerable person and make them pay off any debts that they might owe to the criminal gangs (Stone, 2018).
	Modern slavery is a key aspect of organised drug trade and links heavily with county lines and cuckooing which have been previously mentioned. Criminal organisations use modern day slavery to underpin their organisational structure, this can often include forced labour whereby they are forced to grow and tend to cannabis plants, or can be forced to sell drugs for the gangs (MET POLICE, 2023). It is also noted that the most vulnerable to modern day slavery are those with money issues, health issues, age and immigration statuses (MET POLICE, 2023). The criminal organisations again target those most vulnerable as they are easier to control and manipulate. Further to the points previously mentioned missing persons are also at more a risk of being exploited or being cuckooed, the signs can often include staying out late, access to vehicles and money which they would not normally have access to (MET POLICE, 2023). 
In Conclusion the potential links between serious organised crime and public protections issues are clear. Most notable criminal organisations employ one of the various tactics mentioned previously, they often exploit vulnerable individuals to carryout their criminality and these individuals are often subject to physical violence and exploitation. These criminal organisations use fear and violence to control victims. They target those most vulnerable in society such as children, people suffering from mental health issues and also drug users. Further more they often convince unsuspecting victims to help them by giving them gifts or commodities or something of value to the victim. For example, for a child that comes from an unsafe environment they could give them money and clothes, the child then sees these criminal gangs as more of a family rather and don’t see it as exploitation until its too late. Another example would be a drug user who in exchange for his services would be rewarded or given drugs for carrying out tasks for the organised crime gangs such as drug running or storing drugs. There is a serious and widespread issue regarding links between organised crime and those most vulnerable in society, this issue is only going to grow larger as more and more people get connected via social media and the internet. It is estimated that a staggering 4.9 billion people currently use social media across the world (FORBES, 2023). This growing number shows how easy it is for criminal organisations to target people in society without knowing them or being in close proximity to them. 
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Essay three
Criminality and the involvement of young people is an ever-growing trend, a recent report issued by the children’s commissioner in 2019 states there are estimated to be 27,000 children who identify themselves gang members (Children’s Commissioner, 2019). Furthermore, the report also states that 313,000 children aged between the ages of 10 and 17 know someone involved in a gang (Children’s Commissioner, 2019). This essay is going to debate whether or not early intervention is effective in preventing young people from becoming involved in gangs and criminality.
Early intervention can have in impact in preventing children from becoming involved in criminality if tackled correctly. Criminality or serious organised crime involvement tends to occur between the ages of 12 and 14 as stated by (Marshall et al., 2005). A study conducted by the Liverpool John Moores University stated anyone above the age of 14 or 15 are beyond early intervention as they are in “into the prime years of SOC involvement” (Boulton, LJ, Phythian, R and Kirby, 2019). Within this study they have concluded that early intervention came too late for the subjects involved in this particular programme and future programmes should aim for early intervention stages such as primary or secondary schools (Boulton, LJ, Phythian, R and Kirby, 2019). Furthermore, the study encouraged schools to deliver interventions that built resilience and supported families and identified any early indicators of trauma (Boulton, LJ, Phythian, R and Kirby, 2019). Early exposure to trauma can lead to further issues in later life. A common issue associated with trauma and later problems in life is adverse childhood experiences or ACES (Early Intervention Foundation, 2020). ACES have been linked to further problems such as health problems, mental illnesses and namely substance misuse (CDC, 2021).
Various organisations and public health bodies run programmes to help tackle early intervention one such programme is called Becoming a Man; this scheme aims to target pupils in schools between the ages of 12-18 and they typically operate in more deprived areas, this programme was conducted over a two-year period and consisted of 50 or more sessions (Early Intervention Foundation 2019). Surprisingly the programme had shown an increase in school performance and a reduction in arrests for violent crime in the relevant age bracket, immediately after the intervention started (Early Intervention Foundation 2019). However, this does not definitely show that early intervention is effective in preventing young people from joining gangs it just demonstrates there are benefits to such a programme at reducing crime. Furthermore, this programme was conducted in the US where the statistics and potentially the outcomes are going to drastically different to the UK, the US alone is estimated to be more than 20,000 criminal gangs with an estimated 1 million members (Department of Justice, 2008). Compared to the Uk which is estimated to have 5,000 criminal gangs operating currently (Crime Investigation, 2022). 
The Early Intervention Foundation issued a report in 2018 which was titled “INTERVENING EARLY TO PREVENT GANG AND YOUTH VIOLENCE: THE ROLE OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS” within this report it outlines the causes of early youth crime and gang violence and how best to target and ultimately reduce it (Early Intervention Foundation 2018). The staff questioned in this report state that a lack of a supportive family and role models in a family can be considered to have a negative effect on the students and lead to more negative behaviour, however some stated that violence often came from more vulnerable family backgrounds (Early Intervention Foundation 2018). During this programme a number of schools across the UK were visited and various staff members were interviewed, and they found that many of the children involved in gangs or violence were often called “victims of circumstance” (Early Intervention Foundation 2018). What was meant by this was that many of the children involved in crime were often living in crowed accommodation or unsafe conditions where the parents lacked the necessary skills to be a supportive role model for their children (Early Intervention Foundation 2018). Furthermore, there is an increased chance for children to be involved in criminality if they were as stated “lacking positive parental role models, location, poverty, non-attendance at school and trauma (Boulton, LJ, Phythian, R and Kirby, S (2019). This links again into ACES whereby children often go through stress or trauma which can impact their later life and progression (CDC, 2021). Children often join gangs for a number of reasons which can include joining for protection and respect from peers, children are also more likely to join gangs if they are aggressive or violent in nature (Youth.GOV, 2023)  
Another programme offered to young people is often referred to as a multisystem therapy, this programme aims to address multiple causes of serious anti-social behaviour in young people (Blueprints 2023). A study which was carried out after candidates were involved in such a programme found that 21 years later it showed that, 176 individuals who originally averaged 3.8 arrests prior to their treatment in their younger years had significantly lower rates of re-offending 34.8% rate of re-offending. The study also showed that the frequency of offending was 5 times lower for the multisystem participants, the conclusion of this study stated that it had a positive impact that could last well into adulthood (National Library of Medicine 2011).
In conclusion more research and studies need to be conducted on whether early intervention is the right method for prevent younger people being involved in gangs specifically and not just criminality. However, there are positives associated with early intervention which have been stated previously, which include better productivity at school and not being involved with police or criminal justice services. But this does not rule out the possibility that young people will not join gangs at later stages of life, early intervention tends to target prevalent violent crimes which can be associated with gangs but does not actively target gangs or gang related activities. Early intervention has positives by identifying problems at an early stage such as childhood trauma, social backgrounds and parenting issues but does not effectively prevent young people from becoming involved in gangs. But seeking early intervention can prevent issues such as violence and aggression which are associated with young gang members.
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Essay 4
Community policing and its concept can be traced back to Sir Robert Peel in 1982 who was the forefather of modern-day policing and introduced the “Principles of Democratic Policing” (ICT4COP 2020). Furthermore in 2002 due to the Police Reform Act the role of community support officer was introduced their duties include increasing public safety, helping to support victims of crime and is described as “providing that vital link between the community and the police service to help make sure everyone has the support they need” (South Wales Police 2019). Community policing is vital to overcome challenges in communities, this essay will explore the effectiveness of community policing and other policing strategies such as the code of ethics and legislation such as PACE.
Neighbourhood policing uses many methods to engage the community and tackle crime, one of these methods is visible presence in the local community (College of Policing 2020). Targeted foot patrol used with proper community engagement techniques can help reduce crime and anti-social behaviour, which in turn helps build better relationships with the public and improve their overall view on local policing (College of Policing 2020). Hot spot policing has been shown to reduce overall crime and disorder where strategies such as targeted foot patrol is implemented (Braga, A.A. et al. 2019) However random or non-targeted foot patrol can be shown to have no reduction on crime in these selected area (Sherman and Eck, 2002; Weisburd and Eck, 2004). Furthermore, foot patrols may show a reduction in crime with regards to statistics however the main purposes of these foot patrols are to reduce fear of crime in targeted areas (Novak, K.J. et al. (2016). It has also been noted the visibility in the communities and also targeted foot patrol can have positive impact on the public perceptions of the police (College of Policing 2021). Neighbourhood policing was originally piloted as part of the National Reassurance Policing Programme which took place in 2003 and 2005, the aim of this program was to reduce crime, anti-social behaviour, and overall improve the publics feelings of safety which in turn would improve confidence in the police (Quinton, P. and Morris, J., 2008). The program was evaluated after its first year of implementation and found that it improved public confidence in the police and helped reduce perceptions of crime and anti-social behaviour (Quinton, P. and Morris, J., 2008). Neighbourhood surgeries can be effective ways in which communities can get involved and speak directly to other members of the community and police, to help tackle pressing issues in the community (College of Policing 2020). 
Another effective method is using newsletters and sending them to local communities to show the strategies in place to target crime and disorder, this has been seen to improve public confidence in the police and higher the perception of community engagement (College of Policing 2020). However, there is issues on implementation of these strategies, each method used to tackle crime or disorder or build better community trust must be tailored to each individual community and must take into consideration the needs of the local community and the not the wider policing goal or target (College of Policing 2020).
The Police and criminal evidence act 1984 or PACE was introduced following recommendations by the royal commission, the purpose of this act is to set out police powers which all forces must follow and what rights people have against police powers (Murphy, N. 2017). The act covers what rights your entitled to when in police custody, interview and being stopped for search by police, the reason for the act was so that everyone has the same rights and entitlement’s and nobody is treated differently or unfairly (Murphy, N. 2017).  The need for a framework in which police abide by has been every growing since public security and criticism as a direct result of high-profile cases such as the Birmingham Six (Murphy, N. 2017). The Birmingham six were six Irishmen who were wrongfully convicted for the Birmingham pub bombings in 1975, they were sentenced to life imprisonment before the case was quashed in 1991 (Jenkins, S. 2020). Pace was implemented to prevent such incidents from taking place, however there have been issues surrounding PACE and powers most notably with stop and search powers. However, Stop and search has been under much public security due it being widely linked to racist practices (Ellis, D. 2010). Furthermore Section 1 of Pace which covers the stop and search powers has been criticised heavily for “failing to regulate the discretionary practices of police officers” (Ellis, D. 2010). The issue with stop and search will always be under high public scrutiny due to incidents such as the Stephen Lawrence case where the Metropolitan police were branded as “institutionally racist (Ellis, D. 2010). Cases such as this only hinder relations between the police and the public.
In addition to policing legislation and strategies the code of ethics was developed by the college of policing in 2014 and it sets the standard which all police must abide by strive to achieve (College of Policing 2014). These code of ethics link into other teachings and frameworks such as the NDM model for police which is used in day-to-day policing (College of Policing 2014). The code of ethics consists of 9 key areas that all police officers must abide by which include, accountability, fairness, honesty, integrity, leadership, objectivity, openness, respect and selflessness (College of Policing 2014). Within the code of ethics, they also list standards of professional behaviour which must be met, one of these include equality and diversity and challenging improper behaviour (College of Policing 2014). 
	In conclusion strategies such as targeted high visibility foot patrols in high crime areas does seem to have an impact on public perceptions and town meetings or surgery’s also aids to public and community engagement. However certain strategies and tactics only work in certain types of communities and may not be effective in other communities for example a strategy for tackling crime in a large urban area such as London would be less effective in a more rural area such as Monmouthshire. Furthermore, it is also difficult to assess the effectiveness of legislation such as PACE and the code of ethics as these will also be held to high public scrutiny and will need more levels of research to accurately state if they improve public confidence in the police.
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