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Abstract
The overall aim of this dissertation is to achieve a greater insight into the issues of drug misuse in young people who live in the Swansea area and what preventions are in place for them, while analysing their efficiency and effectiveness. 
The researcher created a literature review in order to develop a greater understanding of the topic, while researching into the effects of drugs misuse in young people in Swansea and what intervention schemes are in place in order to tackle them. In order to conduct the primary research online interviews were carried out through email, there were two sets of participants, one was to young people (14) and the other was to the police (3).  
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[bookmark: _Toc71021910]Chapter 1 Introduction

[bookmark: _Toc71021911]Drug misuse in young people between the ages of 18 and 24 has always been an issue, due to the improvement in technology, through the use of phones and social media, it is a lot easier for the younger generation to access drugs, become drug dealers or be involved in County Lines operations, (United Nations 2017). Drug abuse can lead to young people being influenced by drug gangs, negatively affect their education and future, ruin their relationship with their families, overdose and even result in death, (The Children’s Society 2021).Even though there is a rise in technology which also improves the services of the public services, the drug misuse situation in Swansea is simply not improving, which questions the effectiveness of the intervention schemes which are in place, (Young people and Cyber Criminality 2021).This dissertation aims to analyse the impact of drug abuse in young people in Swansea,  while also looking at various interventions which are in place, by the police, schools and helplines, in order to prevent drug abuse in children and their effectiveness. 
1.2 Impacts of drugs on young people
Drugs has an extremely negative impact on young people, it can affect their life in many ways. Many young people are not educated enough on the impacts, side effects and long term effects of consuming them. Young people take or sell drugs in order to fit in with society or are influenced by their peers, many choose it as a lifestyle and become addicted to them, some consume drugs in order to deal with trauma or mental health issues and others choose to sell them in order to earn money or are threatened by drug gangs, (Department of Health 2004). Unfortunately, drugs is a sensitive subject and many will turn a blind eye to it and judge others, without knowing the full story of why that young person/people is involved with them, (National Institute of Drug Abuse 2021). This negatively effects a young person as they feel as though they are isolated and will be punished or judged if they ask for help, (Rokach and Orzeck 2003). It is a viscous circle as many young people are frightened to ask for help or believe they will be in trouble, therefore, continue to live a dangerous lifestyle, which shows that intervention services are not being full exploited, Young Minds (2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc71021912]1.3 Background
[bookmark: _Toc71021913]1.3.1 Drug misuse in young people in Swansea
The Welsh Assembly Government (2019) states that drug misuse is continuously increasing, especially in young people who come from deprived areas in Swansea. The Welsh Assembly report suggests that at least half of those aged 18-24 will have tried an illegal substance at some point in their life. Bristol Drugs Project (2020) states that deaths due to drugs overdose in young people has risen over 3% in Swansea between 2018/2019. Public Health Wales (2018) highlights that most consumed drugs in young people are MDMA, cocaine and cannabis. The level of drug misuse is at its highest it has ever been in the ages of 16-24.
[bookmark: _Toc71021914]1.4 Negative impacts of drugs on education and mental health
Young people who misuse drugs are more likely to achieve lower education attainment and suffer from mental health illnesses, which include anxiety and depression, (Home office 2018). Furthermore, young adults are unaware of the risks involved with taking illegal drugs, as many young people are not educated about drugs from a young age, therefore, only see the positives of taking them with their peers or in parties. Additionally, drugs can cause future health risks and mental health problems, which include, anxiety, depression, liver and heart problems. Drugs misuse from childhood can increase the risk of drug dependence, right through to adulthood, National Library of Medicine (2010).

[bookmark: _Toc71021915]1.5 Rationale 
The researcher conducted a study by using a mono method to analyse the information who live in Swansea and work in Swansea. 
Ritchie and Lewis (2003) emphasise that interviews can be a valuable research method, as interviews have an ability of explaining certain requirements to the participants, in an understanding and simple form. 
Participants will include representatives from various police forces and young adults, which include police officers from South Wales Police and young adults between the ages of 18-24 who live in the Swansea area. These participants live and work within the Swansea area, therefore, they have a greater knowledge of the area, which makes the research more reliable. Also, the interviews focus on different perspectives, ones from police officers who deal with drug crime and drug addiction and ones from young people, who live within it, therefore, the research can look at various themes and compare and contrasts results from each viewpoint. The usage of these participants allows the researcher to narrow the focus and gain a more detailed case study approach to the research, (Weiten 2016).
Morris (2019) highlights that due to the increase in drug misuse and deaths in young people, there is an increase in the demand of finding effective approaches and interventions in order to tackle the problem of drugs in the Swansea area, as drug addictions and death rates are increasing. The Young Peoples Health Partnership (2015) explain that early intervention can prevent deaths, ensuring that young people are involved in all stages of intervention in order to improve and deliver the best service for them. Additionally, Child Mind (2020) states that each intervention should be monitored, in order to see the short, medium and long term impacts it has on young people and are the interventions effective enough. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021916]1.6 Aims and Objectives
The overall aim of this dissertation is to gain an insight into the drug misuse issues in young people and the effectiveness of drug interventions in preventing them. From the research conducted, an evaluation of the effectiveness of the interventions can be completed. 
Objectives:
1. Complete a literature review on the issue of drug abuse in young people.

2. To investigate the effectiveness of drug interventions schemes that exist in Swansea

3. Interview key personal that are involved with drug intervention


[bookmark: _Toc71021917]1.7 Structure
The second chapter will follow, which will analyse the academic research which is available around this topic area and will identify any gaps, which can then be further explored through the primary research which will be done through a mono method. This will aim to achieve answering the first objective. 
Chapter three contains a detailed methodology of the research that will be conducted from the gap in the literature review.
Chapter four includes the analysis of data collected through online interviews which will be done through emails, due to the circumstances of the COVID 19 pandemic, making use of programmes like excel. 
Chapter five will conclude and finalise the overall dissertation, summarising overall ideas and themes while also successfully answering the third objective. 
1.8 Conclusion
This chapter has accomplished an initial insight into the topic area of the issues of drug misuse in young people in Swansea and the effectiveness of the interventions in place, it also includes a rationale for the proposed research. Also the overall aims and objectives have been mentioned, allowing the researcher to have a greater insight into the purpose of this research. Additionally, the structure of the dissertation has been explained in this chapter to allow navigation for the reader, while ensuring that the dissertation has structure throughout. 

[bookmark: _Toc71021918]2.0 Literature Review

The aim of this chapter within this dissertation is to conduct a review on the available literature that is on the various interventions which are in place, in order to prevent the misuse of drugs in young people and if these interventions are functioning properly and are effective. The main purpose of this literature review is achieve the first objective in the dissertation:
Complete a literature review on the issue of drug abuse in young people. The foundation of this dissertation is looking at the issue of drug abuse in young people, while investigating interventions that exist in the local area.
 To meet the objective, this literature review will use a wide range of sources, including, academic journals, relevant textbooks, government publications. Additionally, in this chapter literature will be considered, enabling and assisting the researcher with collecting relevant data for the design of primary research and methodology, which can be found in the third chapter.  
The purpose if this literature review is to identify the various interventions which are in place in Swansea and are available for young adults. Secondly, to analyse the issue of drug abuse in young adults and whether it is increasing or decreasing. Finally, the literature endeavours to evaluate the limitations of current research, while identifying any gaps within the literature. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021919]2.1 Definition of drugs
The main complication with defining the word drug is there are many different interpretations on what a drug is, whether it is an illegal substance, alcohol, or prescribed for a medical condition, nevertheless, all drugs can become addictive. Any study which approaches the challenges has to first define first what is drugs misuse, individuals often make assumptions and with further knowledge and understanding are mistaken, (National Institute on Drug Abuse 2020). Drugwise (2017) defines drugs as the use of a substance for a purpose which is not consistent with legal or medical guidelines, which has a harmful impact on an individual, whether it is their health or way of functioning and this may lead to a drug additction or be a part of a wider issue of problematic or harmful behaviour to themselves or others.
[bookmark: _Toc71021920]2.1.1 What is deemed as lawful or unlawful drugs in the United Kingdom?
Home Office (2015) explain that The Substance Misuse Act 1971 aims to prevent the misuse of controlled drugs, by putting a ban on consumption, possession, supply, manufacturing, importing and exporting, with the exception of the ones which are allowed by the regulations of Secretary of State. Also, more recent legislation includes the Psychoactive Substances Act 2016, where it excludes controlled drugs, but explains it is an offence, producing, supplying, offering to supply, possession, intention to supply, importing or exporting psychoactive substances.
[bookmark: _Toc71021921]2.1.2 Drug misuse in young adults has increased in Swansea
The House of Commons (2019) concludes that drugs misuse in young adults is in fact on the rise, over four thousand young adults were receiving care and moved out of their homes, due to their parents or guardians misusing illegal drugs, which eventually led these individuals to misuse drugs. There were over six hundred young adults in Swansea receiving treatment and care for drug addiction, in order to save their lives, due to the severity of drugs which had been taken, many had overdosed or suffer long term Mental Health effects. Strang et al. (2001) clarify that young people are at an extremely difficult age, when living in areas where drugs are a major issue. Swansea has become one of the drug capitals for county lines and other illegal activities, therefore, tackling drug misuse in young adults is a priority. 

[bookmark: _Toc71021922]2.1.2.1 Deaths related to drug misuse is at its highest in Swansea
The Office of National Statistics state that the death rates have also risen by 3.3% in Swansea due to drug related overdoses, Swansea has the worst opioid death rate in England and Wales, for every hundred thousand, there were sixteen young adults who died from opioids. This is a significant number, this shows that young adults lack the knowledge of the dangers of drugs, or are peer pressured or influenced to do them as their peers misuse drugs. These statistics question the effectiveness of interventions, as in order for these figures to decrease, interventions need to be more effective. Many interventions are not publicised or used frequently enough and need to be made more available, in order for more young adults to receive the support and treatments, (NHS 2020). Morris (2019) highlights that the number of individuals over the age of 18 who overdose on drugs has more than doubled since 2018, from around 5,500 cases to 11,500. 

[bookmark: _Toc71021923]2.1.2.2 County Lines gangs in Swansea
Crime Stoppers (2020) explain that County Lines gangs have extended their operations from the bigger cities like Manchester and London, to smaller ones like Swansea. These gangs persuade or threaten young adults into selling drugs for them. The gangs will traffic them from city to city selling various drugs like Cocaine, Heroin and MDMA. The main issue is most of the County Lines gangs are young adults also, therefore, these young children have been vulnerable or exposed to violence in their life, which has led them to be a part of a violent gang, (McClean et al. 2019). The Children’s Society (2020) explains that if parents, police or various agencies had intervened sooner, it could have prevented more young people from joining gangs, selling drugs or becoming addicted to drugs in the first place. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021924]2.1 Interventions from parents
Parents play an enormous role in a child’s upbrining, children will look up to their parents for support and their parents act as role models in their children’s lives. NSPCC (2019) emphasise that if parents discipline and show love and affection to their children, children will abide by their rules and will be more likely to turn to their parents for help and support, without this close type relationship, parents are unaware of the dangers their children face, if showing a lack of interest in their lives, children could potentially rebel and begin taking illegal drugs, in order to deal with their anger or loneliness. If parents intervene at an early stage with children, children are more likely to listen and understand the risks and dangers of drugs. If parents see that children are taking drugs, there are plenty of services for children, to support them and offer them treatment. Shelleby and Shaw (2015) explain that parent intervention is effective, due to the fact, a child usually loves and respects their parent and if the child has a close relationship with them, the child is more likely to quit drugs and respect their parent’s decisions and morals. However, a parent intervening in a child’s life can sometimes be ineffective, if a child resents their parents, the child will rebel and could lead them to moving out at a young age or hanging around with the wrong crowd, which could potentially worsen the situation. Also child adolescent experiences play a huge factor, if the child has had a traumatic upbringing by their parents or has suffered a form of abuse, one way to relieve their pain and suffering is to turn to drugs. Welsh Government (2020) emphasises that parents need to ensure that they look out for any suspicious activity or danger signs that their children are involved with drugs or illegal activity, for example, there are drug prevention websites online which can help and provide advice and guidance for parents/guardians. Unfortunately, Rachel et al. (2017) illustrate that some children will live in a household with parents who misuse substances, therefore, the child could potentially choose that lifestyle also and the parents intervening will be ineffective.
[bookmark: _Toc71021925]2.1.2 Interventions that exist in Swansea
There are plenty of counselling services or therapies children can attend or phone, in order to receive treatment or help. These agencies include, DAN 24/7, DAN 24/7 is a 24/7 helpline across Wales, it is confidential and a point of contact for anyone in Wales who would like further help, support or information relating to drugs. The information provided could be the risk factors of each drug, the slang names of drugs, the categories of drugs and every drug from A to Z, therefore, if young people to choose to misuse drugs then they will have a better understanding of the side effects and risks beforehand, which will hopefully discourage them from taking them, (Dan 24/7 2020). Mental Health Helpline for Wales (2020) highlights that this is an effective intervention as it is confidential and offers support and guidance, it does not judge the individual and the individual feels safe and can confide in this helpline, as many young people will not be able to speak to their peers or parents about such sensitive subjects, it could potentially save lives as individuals are more aware of the risks. 
 Furthermore, Swansea Council (2020) demonstrates another intervention scheme which exists is the Abertawe Alcohol and Drug Assessment Service (AADAS),  this is an organisation who offers help and support to anyone over the age of 18, young adults can either go to speak to the professionals in Swansea or can ring their number for any queries, this intervention service helps lure adults off drug addiction, while giving them a clear understanding of the risks and long term health effects, it is fully confidential and it is mainly focused on young adults from the Swansea area, therefore, this service is extremely knowledgeable of what the drug issues are in Swansea and can be useful when determining the best solutions for these individuals, due to the professionals knowledge of the area. 
Another effective intervention is the Welsh Centre for Action Dependency and Addiction (WCADA) intervention charity, it was founded in 1979 and has been effective in helping individuals and their families overcome drug misuse issues, their aims are to reduce and treat any harm caused for individuals and families who are dependent on drugs in Swansea and other local areas. This shows that there are many charities and helplines out there for young adults, to overcome their addictions, (WCADA 2020).
The main issue with these interventions is not many individuals are aware that they exist, these organisations are not publicised enough, many find out that there are services and support for them belatedly and these young adults have already started misusing drugs and are suffering severe mental health problems and battling addiction. Also, many feel intimidated or embarrassed to come forward with their problems, therefore, these interventions will need to be more approachable and show empathy and consider these, to ensure that they are friendly, comforting and supportive, to ensure that these young adults continue to receive the help and support which is provided, (Department of Education 2019). 


[bookmark: _Toc71021926]2.1.2.1 Interventions by Police in Swansea
The police have various interventions in Swansea with the aim of preventing drug misuse and harm to young adults, one included the Swansea Help Point Centre (SHPC). This centre takes care of young adults who have misused drugs, overdosed or have consumed a large amount of drugs or alcohol in the Swansea area, the SHPC mainly looks after young people who are drunk or under the influence of drugs in the night clubs and bars. Public services and volunteers will ensure that the individual receives water, first aid if needed, an ambulance or ensure that the individual has a safe place to stay or takes them home, (St John Ambulance Cymru 2020). The police will also explain the dangers and risk factors and ensure that the individual realises the dangers of their actions, with the hope the individual will not consume these illegal substances again, (Swansea Council 2020). 
Another intervention which is widely used by the police is, offender interventions ‘DYFODOL’ which was created by South Wales Police. This focuses mainly on vulnerable children and offenders, it offers drug and alcohol treatment and rehabilitation. It also offers opportunities for young adults who suffered drug addiction, for example, job opportunities, community work, counselling services, to ensure that these young adults do not go down a dangerous path and improve their lives and better their futures. This interventions aims to reduce potential harm and the community as a whole, as drug addicts are not only a harm to themselves but could potentially be a harm to others, for example, knife crime, gang crime and violence are associated with drugs, (Police and Crimes Commissioner 2020a). This is effective intervention as it helps young adults to improve themselves and their future, by offering them opportunities of employment and education, while also offering counselling services if any additional help, support and treatments are needed. The main issue with this intervention is it is only effective in the aftermath of a situation, there is a need for more guidance and support beforehand, which could potentially save an individual before they become addicted to drugs or live a dangerous life, (Police and Crime Commissioner 2020b). 
[bookmark: _Toc71021927]2.1.2.2 Community interventions in Swansea
There is a call for communities to work together with one another, the police and various agencies, in order to tackle the misuse of drugs in Swansea. If someone sees that an individual is struggling or battling drug addiction or is part of an illegal gang, this individual should ring the police or social services, in order for that young person to receive help and the treatment they need and to also remove them from a dangerous environment, (Welsh Government 2012). These interventions are a lot less effective, as many individuals will hesitate to report something as it could be a mistaken interpretation, or too frightened in case it brings violence or trouble to their door step, (Home Office 2007). 
[bookmark: _Toc71021928]2.1.2.3 Education interventions in Swansea
Possession, supply or drug misuse within the University or College is not condoned and the student will face serious consequences. However, if a student is struggling with addiction, their cases will be treated sympathetically and in confidence. There are counselling services provided in various Colleges and Universities which are available, in order for children to speak to someone confidentially about their issue or addiction, (Drug wise 2017). These services include, student services and SU advice Centre. If these services are unavailable or unsuccessful, the student can be referred to external support agencies, for any issues or concerns that are outside the expertise of the internal services. Additionally, welfare helplines or emails that the student can email confidentially, if students would rather that type of intervention rather than a face to face one, (Young Minds 2021). This is an effective type of intervention as many young adults would rather turn to a stranger to talk about their problems confidentially, rather than speaking to a parent or a police officer, individuals feel less judged or embarrassed, it also puts less pressure and stress on the student if the student is missing days of work and isn’t completing tasks on time, their circumstances can be excused, (University of Swansea 2020). 
The chapter of this dissertation has achieved objective one
Complete a literature review on the issue of drug abuse in Swansea.
Also, in part of objective two:
To investigate the drug interventions that exist in Swansea.
[bookmark: _Toc71021929]2.3 Conclusion of Literature Review
To conclude, it is evident that the main issue with these interventions is that many young adults are unaware of the help and support that is available to them. Additionally, individuals may feel embarrassed or ashamed to come forward, therefore, the interventions for example, parents, police, communities need to be more empathetic and approachable, in order to tackle drug misuse and to be effective in doing so. There is a lack of literature also showing any successful young adults who use and would recommend these services, which could remain confidential and anonymous of course, therefore this shows that many are unaware of their existence or are choosing not fully exploit these services. 
Furthermore, there is a lack of literature to show where these young adults can call or speak to professionals, for example, lack of posters on buses or in universities and shops, there needs to be more pressure on publicising the help and support, in order for young adults to realise that there is services out there to help them, who are sympathetic and confidential. This dissertation shows that there is still a lack of individuals taking advantage of the interventions in place and many isolate themselves away from help and support, due to their lack of understanding or own personal reasons, which questions how effective are these interventions overall. The North Wales Crime Commissioner (2021) supports this gap in the literature, by stating that drug preventions are not doing an adequate job in preventing drug misuse in young people. He states that new approaches are needed in order to improve the drug misuse situation, one approach he says is to legalise all drugs, in order for young people and adults to come forward and receive help and treatment they need to tackle drugs, without the fear of being in trouble or judged. The next chapter endeavours to identify the best suited methodology which will be used to conduct primary research in relation to the gaps that have been recognised in the literature review. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021930]3.0 Methodology 

The previous chapter has achieved the first objective of the dissertation and has concluded the issues of drug abuse in young people and investigated the interventions which are in place in the local area of Swansea. In order to gain a further understanding on these key but problematic areas, the goal of this chapter is to achieve the second objective of the dissertation:
To investigate the effectiveness of drug intervention schemes which exist in Swansea.
In order to complete this objective the researcher identified the most suitable methods and methodology in order to produce the primary research. A mono method will be used to conduct this study, through the form of interviews, (Kothari 2004).
The method of primary research will be analysed using Saunders et al. (2016) Research Onion, the Research Onion is extremely useful as it provides a greater understanding of the importance of the research conducted and will offer guidance and support to the researcher in the process of identification and justification, when choosing the most appropriate research strategy, data collection methods and various techniques best suited for this type of dissertation, (Kumar 2014).  
Research can be defined as an investigation into the study of a variety of materials and sources, in order to establish facts, to achieve new conclusions (Connaway and Powell 2010). Research is an extremely essential factor to increasing the researcher’s knowledge and understanding in this study, (Leavy 2014). 
[bookmark: _Toc71021931]3.1 The Research Onion
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Figure 3.1 Research onion
Saunders et al. (2009) explains that this research has identified a suitable methodology to collect and analyse primary data within the context of the effectiveness of intervention schemes that exist in Swansea. Flick (2011) explains that research is conducted to analyse a problem, while using a combination of facts, data and evidence, in order to resolve the researcher’s inquiry. The primary data which will be collected in order to provide a better understanding of what interventions exist in Swansea and their effectiveness. Also, it will provide the perceptions of those who participate in the study. There is a limited amount of academic research particular to the effectiveness of interventions schemes which exist in Swansea. Based on this, a further investigation will need to be conducted to address the gap in the current literature, (Salkind 2010). 
[bookmark: _Toc71021932]3.1.1 Philosophy 
Howell (2012) emphasises that in order to conduct the research, the best suited pragmatism view of philosophy has been chosen. The researcher uses a mono-method and avoids the mixed method of using both philosophies, (Black 2006). The philosophy which have been selected for this study is interpretivism, interpretivism has been selected to analyse the open-end questions within the interview, (Patel 2015). Molder (2010) highlights that this research uses interpretivist as there are numerous possible answers, which are subjective and require participants’ views in order to obtain a greater understanding.
[bookmark: _Toc71021933]3.2.1 Approach & Strategy 
An inductive approach is used to observe data in order to understand the patterns and theory which can arise, (Hodkinson 2006). In this research, there is one main method to the data collection, which is an interview. The interview was conducted in order to fill the gaps and uncertainties which arose from the gap in the literature review (Setia 2016). The semi structured interviews which will be conducted as a qualitative approach, it will be conducted by interviewing 14 participants from the local area between the ages of 18-24 and also police officers who works in the Swansea area ,which deal with drug abuse issues in young people on a daily basis. Interviews will also take place with young people between the ages of 18-24 to see their views in Swansea. Willis (2007) shows that this is an interpretivist approach, which has proven to be the most suitable for this study. Bevir and Blakely (2018) highlight that this approach is proven to be effective as it can adapt to an interpretivist theoretical perspective. Carson et al. (2001) demonstrate that this approach is beneficial as it explores and finds new information, which can extend previous research on the subject matter.
[bookmark: _Toc71021934]3.1.3 Choice
The researcher has made the decision of using the qualitative methods in the research. Qualitative research can be defined as collecting and analysing non –numerical data, for example, text or video, to achieve a more in depth understanding of concepts, opinions and experiences, (Keegan (2009). The research conducted requires participant’s perspectives to be analysed using qualitative research methods.  
[bookmark: _Toc71021935]3.1.4 Time Horizon
The time horizon within the research onion identifies the amount of time it takes to conduct the research and data collection. Given the amount of time which is available to conduct this study, a cross-sectional study would be the best suited and most appropriate, therefore, this type of study will be conducted. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021936]3.5.1 Techniques: data collection and analysis
[bookmark: _Toc71021937]3.5.1.1 Data analysis
Hennink et al. (2015) emphasises that a mono method of data collection will be used as it enables a better and more in depth understanding, such as, interviews. Interviews can identity the main themes and if there are any issues, while an interview addresses these issues and uncertainties in greater depth. The qualitative data will be collected through email, due to the pandemic restrictions and time constraints. Additionally, the answers can then be compared and contrasted in order to reach a conclusion in the primary research. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021938]3.1.5.2 Pilot Study
Mauch and Park (2003) explain that a pilot study is required to ensure that the primary research followed the principles of reliability and validity, the study has to be ethically appropriate and show clarity to the user. This is beneficial as it allows for any amendments to questions and questions can be adapted or asked in a more appropriate manner. In order to test for clarity, the pilot study conducted a sample to certify that the interview was appropriate for those who participated.
[bookmark: _Toc71021939]3.1.5.3 Interview Design
The researcher conducted various interviews, these individuals have been appropriately selected as they work as a police officers in the Swansea area and are familiar with drug issues in young people and the intervention schemes, while also interviewing young people who live in the Swansea area about their thoughts on drug issues and interventions. The interviews have been completed via email, in order for the participants to have enough time to answer questions while working around their busy schedule. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021940]3.1.5.4 Table of interview questions matrix from young people
The interview questions can be seen below and in appendix 1 together with a full matrix analysis of responses.

	
Q.1 What is your name?   

Q.2 What is your identity? 

 Q.3 What is your age?

Q.4 What is your profession?

Q.5 Do you believe that drugs is a major issue in young people? Why do you think this?

Q.6 What type of drug misuse crimes do you face with young people in your area?

Q.7 What do you believe the most addictive drug is and why?

Q.8 What is your opinion on prescription drugs? And do you believe they have an effect on addiction? Please explain why.

Q.9 What are your thoughts on educating young people on drugs in schools?

Q.10 What do you think are the main cause/causes for drug addiction in young people?

Q.11 Do you believe that drugs is accepted as a norm in today’s society, and why do you think this?

Q.12 What are your thoughts on bad parenting or childhood experiences playing a major factor in children then turning to drugs when they’re older?

Q.13 Do you believe that authorities are doing an adequate job in preventing drug abuse in young people, and why do you think this?

Q.14 What is your opinion on the services which are in place and do you believe they are helpful?

Q.15 Do you believe that there are enough interventions in place for young people? And why do you think this?

Q.16 Could you name a few interventions which are in place in your area?

Q.17 Do you believe the interventions which are in place are publicised enough and are approachable? Why do you think this?

Q.18 Why do you think young people are reluctant to use these services?

Q.19 What changes do you believe would be effective in improving these intervention schemes? 




[bookmark: _Toc71021941]3.1.5.5 Analysis
To analyse the qualitative data from the interviews, a thematic approach will be used to explore any common themes, trends or patterns. The qualitative data will be obtained using a semi-structured interviews, be transcribed then analysed, in order to explore any themes, trends, patterns, similarities or differences in answers, thoughts and opinions. Using a mono method of qualitative data enables the researcher to look into more depth into one research method, (Bazaley 2013).
[bookmark: _Toc71021942]3.1.5.6 Sample
A purposive sample will be used, Lavrakas (2008) explains that this is a method where the researcher chooses the most appropriate participants with knowledge and experience in the subject. In this case, police officers and other intervention services which deal with drug issues in young people. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021943]3.2 Reliability and Validity 
Validity has been defined as how accurately a method measures what it is intended to measure. If research has great validity, it creates results which correspond to real characteristics, properties and variations within the world, (Cizek (2020). The researcher has decided to use one method approach, such as interviews, in order to focus on interviewing a variety of professionals in the subject area, which include, police and intervention services. This is to ensure that the data is of great validity as the researcher has focused in great detail on one method of collecting data, while interviewing a variety of individuals from various services, in order to compare the data, by looking for similarities and differences in the answers, (Simply Psychology 2019).
Reliability is looking at how reliable the data is and if the primary data was repeated at a later time, the outcomes should always be the same or approximately the same and show consistency in results, (Payne and Payne (2004). Furthermore, to ensure validity and reliability, the researcher has carefully chosen the appropriate professionals within the Criminal Justice Service and intervention services, while also ensuring that the data collected is credible, reliable and valid and ensuring that it meets the aims and objectives which the researcher intended to conduct the study, (Thiertart (2001)
The reliability and validity of research is significant as it indicates how credible the research collected is and how successful the researcher has been in collecting it, (Bloor and Wood 2006). The correct methodology and design will be used, while also ensuring that the data collected is not biased, (Price and Murnan 2004).

[bookmark: _Toc71021944]3.4 Limitations
The main limitation which will have a significant effect on this study is, the COVID -19 pandemic. Due to government measures and social distancing, interviews will be conducted via video call or email, ensuring that each participant is safe and ensuring that procedures are being followed correctly, without breaking any laws or guidelines. This could be challenging, as it will be time consuming, as various interviews will be conducted on numerous dates and times. Although this method is time consuming, it could also be seen as a positive, as more in depth data can be collected, if individual interviews are conducted separately, while working around individuals busy schedules, (Price and Murnan 2004).
[bookmark: _Toc71021945]3.5 Ethical considerations
In terms of ethical considerations, there were three key features that needed to be considered. An ethics form was conducted to ensure that these concerns were being addressed in an effective professional manner. Furthermore, prior to any participation in the study, participants will have full knowledge of what is involved, therefore, individuals can reach an informed decision on whether to participate. Also, participation will always be voluntary, which means, participants have the option to leave the study at any given time. Due to the sensitive nature of the study, this is important as drug issues, especially in young people can be a sensitive topic, as discussing past experiences can be difficult and traumatic, (McLeod 2015). Also, every participant will be over the age of 18 to ensure that procedures are followed. Additionally, individuals have the option to remain anonymous throughout the study, as their privacy is important and will be maintained, (National Health and Medical Research Council 2003).
[bookmark: _Toc71021946]3.6 Conclusion
To conclude, the chapter has successfully identified and explained the methodology and successfully accomplished the second objective. The justification for using one method throughout this study has been undoubtedly explained. In chapter four, the findings from the data which has been collected will be analysed and presented, from the method that was identified during this chapter. 

[bookmark: _Toc71021947]4.1 Data Analysis

The previous chapter clearly defined the methodology for the primary research. This chapter endeavours to contribute towards achieving the aim of the dissertation, which is to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions for drug misuse in young people. 
The main aim of the fourth chapter is to analyse the data that has been collected through a mono method and present the findings in order to accomplish the second objective:
To investigate the effectiveness of drug interventions schemes that exist in Swansea.
The interview samples was collected from two samples, one with police officers and another with members who work at drug intervention/prevention services. This chapter will present and analyse the results of the interviews sequentially. The online interviews were completed by an overall of 14 participants. This is a successful amount, due to the fact, small data collection is the best suited method for a dissertation. Small data is beneficial and an appropriate study, as it gains insight into live experiences of participants, which produces qualitative data, (Braun and Clarke 2006). Furthermore, it is organised, understandable and encourages meaningful, honest opinions and insights into the topic. Large samples in such detailed research would be unrealistic, (Denscombe 2010). 
[bookmark: _Toc71021948]4.1 Data analysis
Denlin and Lincoln (1994) emphasises the stages of qualitative data analysis, these include, researching the data, organising it, splitting it into manageable units, synthesising it, looking for themes and patterns, highlighting what’s important and what needs to be learned and remembered, then making a decision of what to tell others. The analysis in chapter four ensured the aim and objectives were considered, to allow more focus and topic related responses to be achieved. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021949]4.2 Methods
A series of software has been used to complete the analysis, by providing the most suitable analysis for the data. The main software which was used was Excel, which provided the less in depth data. A thematic approach was used to investigate any themes or patterns in the interview answers, looking at similarities and differences, (Wisdom and Creswell 2013). All interviews can be found in appendix 1 of the dissertation, while ensuring an anonymised nature. Every single participant provided consent to be a part of this interview, while confidentiality and anonymity was assured throughout.  
[bookmark: _Toc71021950]4.3 Demographics
In order to conduct these online interviews, a gender-cross tabulation was conducted, in order to see if a male had different responses on drug issues and effectiveness of drug interventions than women. By looking at the interviews, there was no gender imbalance, as both male and female individuals were interviewed to ensure diversity and in order to gain a female and male perspective on the study. Both female and male young individuals were interviewed and both female and male police officers and intervention services were also interviewed. The age range of the young people who participated in the interviews were between 18-24, due to the fact, the question and objectives of the research is related to this range of individuals. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021951]4.4 Most common drugs in Swansea
For the purposive sample, the participants who were chosen for this study were the best suited, due to the fact, young people have previous knowledge and experience on the study, with results showing that each person knew about drugs, their effects and have experienced it in their area. 

Figure 4.1 most common drugs in Swansea
As seen on the graph, question 5 of the interview asked what is the most common drug in your area, every participant named a drug that they believed was the most addictive drug in their area except for one, which shows that drugs are an issue especially cocaine in their area. Figure 4.1 supports this and shows that the most addictive drugs according to this study is cocaine and weed, with a total of 6 out of 14 named cocaine and 3 out of 14 named weed. Participants stated that these are the most addictive, due to the fact, people are unaware they have a drug addiction, many believe that cocaine and weed are the least harmful, however, this is simply not the case, as eventually the long term effects of them will be harmful to an individual’s mental health and well-being. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021952]4.5 Education interventions in Swansea
Question 9 of the interview gained insight of the opinion of young people on, if they should be educated from a young age on drugs and its effects. All 14 young participants agreed that children should be educated about drugs from a young age. Furthermore, the most common answers were that schools should be a form of intervention at a young age, in order for them to learn the long term effects of drugs, the harm caused to a person’s mental health and well-being. Additionally, explaining to them that it is breaking the law and could potentially lead to a dangerous life and can cause major implications in social, school and family life. This shows that these young participants did not receive enough support, guidance or knowledge when they attended school, therefore, more educational interventions need to be put into place, in order for young people to be more aware of the issues of taking drugs and its effects on them and their families and peers. 







	Figure 4.5 main causes for drug addiction in young people

As seen above every participant had similar answers, which shows that drug addiction in young people is a serious issue within Swansea, which needs to be addressed, as this shows that young people are becoming addicted to drugs in order to ‘fit’ in with society. Young people are taking drugs because their peers are pressuring or influencing them to do so and many do it due to curiosity or boredom. Other participants emphasised that mental health plays a major factor, if young people feel alone, isolated or depressed, they may feel that drugs is the solution for their suffering. This supports the gap in the literature review that young people are reluctant to use or are unaware of the interventions which are in place to help them.  
[bookmark: _Toc71021953]4.6 Interventions from authorities
Question 13 of the interview gained an insight into young people’s opinions on authorities and if they are doing an adequate job in preventing drug misuse in young people. The most common answer from young people was no, due to the fact, the participants stated that police and other services lack resources and the fact there are still many drug users and dealers on the streets. County lines is still a major issue in Swansea, this supports the research done in the literature review that county lines plays a major part in drug misuse crimes and issues in young people. All 14 participants stated that there are a high number of drug users their age, therefore, the authorities are not doing an adequate job in preventing it. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021954]4.7 Intervention schemes in Swansea
Question 14 of the interview discussed drug intervention schemes and if participants believed that they were helpful. All 14 participants disagreed and stated that these intervention schemes were not helpful, due to the fact, the most common answers were that some young individuals are reluctant to make lifestyle changes and receive help, therefore, these cannot be helped, or, the intervention schemes are not known or publicised enough, many young people feel that they will be in trouble for using them or lack knowledge of their intentions. This answers the gap in the literature review that intervention schemes are not publicised enough and need to be more wide-spread, in order for young people to recognise that they exist and become familiar with the ones in their area. Also, they need to be more approachable and gain the trust of young people, in order for young people to take full advantage of their support and guidance, young people should feel comfortable to confide in them with their issues, without feeling judged. This shows that a lot of improvements need to be made in order for intervention schemes in Swansea to be more effective.  







                        Figure 4.7 Intervention schemes in Swansea
[bookmark: _Toc71021955]As seen on the chart, question 16 of the interview asked participants to name any interventions that they knew of in their area, all 14 participants could not name any. The most common answer was that they have never heard of any in their area and did not have knowledge of any ones in place. This poses major issues, as not one individual could name an intervention scheme which are available to them, however, there are many intervention schemes which are in place in Swansea. This supports the gap in the literature review that intervention services are not publicised enough. Every single participant was between the ages of 18-24 and lived in the Swansea area, therefore, this shows that these intervention services are not doing an adequate job in publicising themselves and being approachable for young people. If young people are not aware of the help that is out there for them, then these services are unable to deal with the drug misuse issues which are occurring in the area effectively.
4.8 Table of Police officers interview questions and responses matrix

	Questions
	Theme
	Participant 1
	Participant 2
	Participant 3

	Q.1 What is your identity? 

	Demographics
	Female
	Female
	Male

	Q.2 What is your age?

	Age
	51
	41
	35

	Q.3 What is your profession?

	Workplace
	Detective
	Police officer
	Police officer

	Q.4 Do you believe that drugs is a major issue in young people? Why do you think this?

	Drug misuse in young people
	Yes as it has become recreational indulgence 
	It is an issue across a wide age range, probably effects a small percentage of young people due to social issues – environment they have been brought up in, demographic, peer pressures.
	Yes, it has become an even bigger issue over the years, due to social media and peer pressures. 

	Q.5 What type of drug misuse crimes do you face with young people in your area?

	Crimes related to drugs in Swansea
	Cocaine and cannabis related crimes
	Possession and supply of controlled drugs
	Knife crime and possession of illegal drugs. 

	Q.6 What do you believe the most addictive drug is and why?

	Most addictive drug
	Cocaine due to it being readily available and affordable 
	Depends on the individual taking the drug, so many are used in society it is difficult to say as they are all addictive.
	Cocaine, due to peer pressure and parties. 

	Q.7 What is your opinion on prescription drugs? And do you believe they have an effect on addiction? Please explain why.



	Prescription drugs 
	They do have an effect on addiction however it is hugely open to abuse due to its value on the market among addicts. 
	If prescribed correctly it should not be an issue however there is the black market to purchase prescribed drugs will support an addiction.
	If abused and not taken properly, these can also lead to addiction. 

	Q.8 What are your thoughts on educating young people on drugs in schools?

	Educational interventions
	Yes it’s is important that young people are educated and are able to identify the drugs and the effects and lifestyle they can lead a person to.
	Should have regular input from year 7 comprehensive school when they are faced with peer pressures, to educate on the detrimental effects of drugs, implications on health, education, family life and fact they are breaking the law by buying / possessing drugs et
	It is extremely important that young people are educated from a young age, to educate them on the dangers of drugs, hopefully this will act as a deterrent when they’re older. 

	Q.9 What do you think are the main cause/causes for drug addiction in young people?

	Main cause for drug addiction
	Peer pressure and gang warfare. Many young people take drugs due to being influenced by others. 
	Peer pressure, misconception that it’s ok to do it on a Saturday when going out, poverty / stuck in a circle with little opportunities for jobs.
	Peer pressure and many young people believe it’s a ‘norm’ to do on the weekends when partying.

	Q.10 Do you believe that drugs is accepted as a norm in today’s society, and why do you think this?

	Drugs becoming a norm within society 
	People are more aware and educated in relation to drugs now. 
	No – it’s always been an issue in society its just highlighted more these days due to media / social media / news coverage. 
	It has always been an issue, but I think people are only now realising the full dangers and long term effects of them.

	Q.11 What are your thoughts on bad parenting or childhood experiences playing a major factor in children then turning to drugs when they’re older?

	Childhood and parenting 
	It definitely makes them a lot more vulnerable to drug dealers being able to manipulate them.

	They may be contributory factors, the individuals would have to be asked.
	It definitely makes them more vulnerable and an easier target for drug dealers and county lines. 

	Q.12 Do you believe that authorities are doing an adequate job in preventing drug abuse in young people, and why do you think this?

	Intervention from authorities
	No I don’t as there are not enough resources available to deal with these issues which are occurring more frequently.
 

	There is a lot of support available to users via authorities to access. Authorities are over stretched and have limited resources to combat an issue which is always going to part of society.
	No, as authorities are under a lot of pressure to deal with a variety of crimes with a lack of resources. 

	Q.13 What is your opinion on the services which are in place and do you believe they are helpful?

	Intervention schemes in Swansea 
	Yes they are helpful but need more of an invention in the victims life 
	I think there are a lot of services available that are as helpful as the person who needs the help is in engaging with service provides.
	Yes, they are helpful but many young people are not aware they exist, therefore, they do not fully exploit them. 

	Q.14 Do you believe that there are enough interventions in place for young people? And why do you think this?




	Intervention schemes in Swansea 
	No. More support is needed And access to help 24 hrs
	From a police perspective I think there are many interventions but the service is over stretched and probably underfunded to be able to provide better interventions as they are costly to run with minimal funding in place.
	No, I believe a lot more could be done, in order to prevent and reduce drug misuse in young people, for example, more helplines and posters. 

	Q.15 Could you name a few interventions which are in place in your area?

	Intervention schemes in Swansea 
	YOT. Youth Clubs 
	Dyffodyl, Ask Frank, Youth offending teams.
	Dan 24/7, youth offending teams.

	Q.16 Do you believe the interventions which are in place are publicised enough and are approachable? Why do you think this?

	Intervention schemes in Swansea 
	No People are not educated enough on what is available regarding support.
	Probably could be advertised more, tends to be for persons who have gone through the criminal justice process that would know about them.
	No, I do not think they are publicised enough, young people are not educated enough about them.

	Q.17 Why do you think young people are reluctant to use these services?

	Issues within young people
	It makes them look vulnerable to friends 
	Stigma associated with drug use, judgement from peers.
	Judgement from family or peers.

	Q.18 What changes do you believe would be effective in improving these intervention schemes? 

	Intervention schemes in Swansea
	Opening them up to a larger age group. More advertisement is needed.
	More publicity, early education around the effects of drugs, Freephone lines for advice / access to drug counsellors.
	More publicity, posters and television adverts are needed. More helplines should also be available. 



[bookmark: _Toc71021956]4.9 Findings
The themes which emerged from analysis of interviews with young people between the ages of 18-24 who live in Swansea tie in with themes that were derived from police officers who work in the Swansea area are as follows.
Theme one, the overall thoughts of young people who live in Swansea are basically identical to the police officers who work in Swansea. Similar ideas include, that drugs is in fact a major issue in young people in Swansea. Young people are reluctant to reach out for help and support, due to the fact, young people believe that they will be in trouble or be judged. Also, both interviews agreed that there is a significant amount of help out there for young people who are misusing drugs, many are unaware that drug prevention services do exist and will provide them with the treatment and support that young people need, these interventions are not publicised enough.  Also, the police interviews were the only ones who could name a drug intervention in the area, not one young person could name one, this shows that there is a huge lack of knowledge about drug prevention services which are available in the Swansea area, the police only know due to their jobs, many young people suffer alone. Both interviews agreed that young people are not educated enough about drugs, their long term effects and what help is out there for them.
Secondly, cultural and social experience did play a major role in this study, as a researcher completing this dissertation this has to be considered. 
Finally, It supports the Crime Commissioners Arfon Jones’ opinion that drugs should be legalised, due to the fact, many young people are reluctant to reach out for help, due to the fact, they believe they will be arrested or in trouble for doing so, therefore, there needs to be a massive change in the way drug misuse issues are dealt with, as these interventions are not effective enough in preventing them. Many young people choose to live a dangerous and venerable life instead of receiving the help they need, intervention services should be more approachable and empathetic. Furthermore, young people should be educated from a young age that there is help and support out there for them and the dangers of drugs, therefore, young people are able to choose to accept help, without feeling embarrassed, intimidated or judged.
[bookmark: _Toc71021957]4.10 Conclusion
The objective of this chapter has been achieved, by analysing the data which was collected from young people in the Swansea are and police officers who work within the Swansea area. Three main themes were identified after the analysis of the interviews and as a result of chapters 1-4.

[bookmark: _Toc71021958]Chapter 5 Conclusion and recommendations

[bookmark: _Toc71021959]5.1 Introduction
Due to the completion of analysing the data collected from the interviews in chapter 4, objective 2 has been accomplished. Themes which were identified and explored in chapter 4 that were obtained from the interviews can now be considered to have completed objective 3 of the dissertation. 
Interview key personal that are involved with drug interventions.
[bookmark: _Toc71021960]5.2 The achievements of the objectives
Objective 1- Complete a lit review on the issue of drug abuse in young people.
Previous academic research has been explored in detail in chapter 2. 
Objective 2- To investigate the effectiveness of drug interventions schemes that exist in Swansea.
Chapter 4 achieved this by conducting interviews and using excel and NVivo. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021961]5.3 Main findings 
Overall, the main findings of this dissertation have been collected from both the primary research and the literature review. These findings can be found under chapter 4 and have been constructed into themes. The underlying question of this dissertation was ‘are intervention schemes in Swansea effective to prevent drug misuse in young people?’ Even though the answer of this question is subjective in nature, both interviews agreed that the interventions are not effective and changes need to be made in order to improve and publicise them. This supports the research which was collected in the literature review that young people are reluctant or are unaware of the intervention schemes which exist. However, saying this there are many intervention schemes which are in place, but the major issue is that many young people feel too embarrassed or that they will be in trouble if they choose to turn to them. There have been many suggestions and approaches to endeavour to prevent drug misuse and deaths, which include legalisation of drugs (see chapter 2). It is down to these intervention services, police and the government to make great changes over the next decade, in order to help people who are suffering with addiction. 
5.4 Recommendations
The following recommendations have been derived from the data collected in chapter 4. Firstly, intervention services need to be publicised more and be more approachable, in order for young people to take full advantage of the help which is out there for them, data showed that not one young person could name an intervention service
Secondly, it should be made clear to young people that they will not be in trouble if they do turn to intervention services for help and support. Many young people are reluctant due to the fact they believe they will be arrested or it will be used against them.  Treatment and support should remain confidential and young people should not feel embarrassed or ashamed. 
Thirdly, children should be better educated in schools and colleges of the dangers of drugs and the help which is out there for them if they are struggling or battling addiction. Many do not realise the long term effects or what future dangers it can cause, therefore, children should be able to talk about drugs freely without it being a topic which is hidden away from them. 
Also another recommendation is North Wales Crime Commissioner Arfon Jones’s approach to legalise all drugs. This could be effective, due to the fact, more young people will accept help and feel less embarrassed or ashamed to receive treatment if drugs are not deemed illegal. Less individuals will judge them as drugs are looked down upon in society, it could in fact prevent drug deaths and save lives, McDonald (2019)
[bookmark: _Toc71021962]5.5 Limitations 
A major limitation that has arisen in the dissertation is relative to the sample base of participants used for the interviews, it could be predicted that those interviewed would have different viewpoints regarding the topics in this dissertation and were chosen due to this. However, after conducting the interviews and comparing the findings, the viewpoints were extremely similar. 
Another limitation could have been the police could have been biased to interventions being effective, due to the fact, police have to deal with drug issues and prevention services on a daily basis. However, the data collected shows that the police support the same view on intervention services as young people, there is not enough help out there for young people.
5.6 Further research
Due to this dissertation successfully achieving its purpose of meeting the aims and objectives, it has identified and explored areas of the wider spectrum of themes in this dissertation. Furthermore, from the research conducted and data collected, a set of recommendations were made after exploring each chapter in detail and highlighting the gap in the study. In conclusion, this dissertation had achieved its purpose of answering the underlying question successfully.
[bookmark: _Toc71021963]5.7 Self-reflection
The researcher was fascinated in the topic of drug misuse issues in Swansea and what interventions were in place and the researcher wanted to gain a greater understanding on the topic. This dissertation has made the researcher want to help others of their age, by pointing them in the right direction and support anyone who is suffering. This dissertation was difficult at times, however this was expected. This dissertation has been rewarding and enjoyable and opened the researcher’s eyes at how fortunate their life is and how unfortunate some young people’s lives are.  The researcher would like to conduct future studies on the topic and achieve and even greater understanding and also potentially work in an area which helps and supports vulnerable people who suffer with addiction and other personal issues. 
[bookmark: _Toc71021964]5.8 Final summary 
This dissertation has looked closely at drug abuse issues in young people, while also looking at how effective the intervention schemes are in Swansea. The overall summary is, that the approaches which are being used are not publicised or approachable enough. Going forward, in order for drug misuse in young people to be improved, it is suggested that major changes need to be made to provide support and treatment for them, rather than judge them and look down upon them. Young people should feel safe and confide in these services, rather than feeling embarrassed or feel that they will be in trouble.
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Appendices:
Appendix 1: Interview matrix with young people who live in Swansea
What is your identity?
Male
Male
Female
Female
Male 
Female
Male
Male 
Female
Female
Female
Female
Male
 What is your age?
20
22
22
21
19
18
19
22
21
20
21
22
22
22

 What is your profession?
Student 
Student
Student 
Student 
Carer 
Student 
Student 
Full time Starbucks barista
Student
Student 
Student
Student
Student
Student

Q.5 Do you believe that drugs is a major issue in young people? Why do you think this?
Yes, many people are unaware of risks
Yes, many young people believe it is ‘cool’
Yes, people do not understand the long term effects
Yes, drugs is a major issue due to rise in gang welfare
Yes, many take drugs with their friends 
Yes, many are influenced into doing drugs by their peers
Yes, many young people take drugs in parties
Yes, many do them with their friends 
Yes, drugs are extremely easy to get hold of
Yes, many young people believe it’s a norm
Yes, many feel they will be judged if they don’t 
Yes, many do it due to mental health or personal issues
Yes, it is a huge issue which is on the rise due to the rise in county lines
Yes, it is a huge issue as young people do not realise the long term effects


Q.6 What type of drug misuse crimes do you face with young people in your area?
Knife Crime
Not sure
Not sure
Gang welfare
Knife crime
Robbery
Drug dealing
Drug gangs
Knife crime
Violence on the streets
Gangs
Drug dealing
Not sure

Q.7 What do you believe the most addictive drug is and why?
Cocaine
Cocaine
Cocaine
Cocaine
Cocaine 
Cocaine
Weed 
Weed
Weed
Heroin 
Every one
Not sure
MDMA 
MDMA

Q.8 What is your opinion on prescription drugs? And do you believe they have an effect on addiction? Please explain why.
Yes, I believe they are addictive as they are easy to get hold of
Yes, but if they are used properly then they should not be an issue
Yes, due to the fact people can be prescribed them and become addicted


Q.9 What are your thoughts on educating young people on drugs in schools?
Yes, I believe it is the best way to educated children on drugs 
Yes, children should be taught at a young age of the dangers
Yes, many children do not understand the risks therefore should be educated
Yes, drugs should not be a sensitive subject and should be taught 
Yes, children should be educated as they will be around drugs at some point in their life
Yes, to ensure children understand the full risks
Yes, in order for children to realise the dangers of drugs
Yes, children are not taught enough in schools about dangers and risks which will possible occur in their life
Yes, educating children on drugs is the way forward in order to tackle the problem of drug misuse
Yes, children need to be made aware of the dangers and risks of drugs
Yes, children need to understand that drugs are dangerous and hopefully this will act as a deterrent
Yes, if children are educated in schools it could prevent them from taking them when older
Yes, children should be educated on the long term effects and dangers of drugs
Yes, schools and parents should educate children from a young age in order to prevent possible drug misuse 

Q.10 What do you think are the main cause/causes for drug addiction in young people?
Activity as a group
Believe it is ‘cool’
Boredom
Boredom
Curiosity 
Doing it with friends
Mental health
Mental health
Gang Welfare 
Norm of Society 
Peer Pressure 
To rebel

Q.11 Do you believe that drugs is accepted as a norm in today’s society, and why do you think this?
Yes, young people feel like they will ‘fit in’
Yes, young people believe that it is normal to do drugs 
Yes, I believe that young people do drugs for the sake of it
Yes, young people accept drugs as a norm and do it with their peers
Yes, it is accepted as a norm due to young people all have the same mind-set and follow the crowd
Yes, it is being accepted as a norm, due to young people following the crowd, if their friends do it the will also
Yes, it is being accepted as a norm, due to young people taking drugs in order to ‘fit in’ with society 
Yes, due to young people following their peers and drugs are easy to get
Yes, many young people selling and taking drugs as if it legal
Yes, many young people fail to acknowledge the risks and do it with their peers
Yes, young people take drugs in order to ‘fit in’ even if they do not necessarily want to
Yes, due to friends peer pressure and parties, drugs are constantly around young people
Yes, many forget that drugs are illegal and dangerous
Q.12 What are your thoughts on bad parenting or childhood experiences playing a major factor in children then turning to drugs when they’re older?
 If the child has had traumatic childhood they can turn to drugs
Bad parenting can lead to children rebelling
Children can turn to drugs in order to escape the pain
 Bad parenting can lead children to live a dangerous life and take drugs
Some parents are drug addicts therefore, the children can also be brought up around drugs
Childhood experiences can lead to children turning to drugs
Some children have not received a good upbringing and will end up on the streets or maybe taking or selling drugs
Bad parenting can effect a child’s life negatively and drugs can be an option to escape trauma or rebel
Some young people take drugs regardless of their backgrounds
Yes childhood experiences can play a role in drug abuse, but some individuals will turn to drugs regardless of their upbringing 
Children from all types of backgrounds can end up being addicted to drugs, it all depends on their environment and peers 
Children can face a lot of childhood trauma and they feel isolated and turn to drugs
If a child has had a traumatic upbringing then drugs could be their form of treatment 
It can have an effect on the child, if parents take drugs themselves then it is likely a child will when older
Q.13 Do you believe that authorities are doing an adequate job in preventing drug abuse in young people, and why do you think this?
No, as there are still many drug dealers and drug deaths
No, not enough help and support for young people 
No, there is still a lot of drug misuse in young people which needs to be dealt with
No, not enough support or guidance for young people
No, many young people are too frightened to ask for help
No, there is still a lot of deaths relating to drugs
No, drugs is becoming a bigger issue each day therefore new approaches need to be put forward
No, as county lines is on the rise and more young people are buying and selling drugs
No, young people are dying every day from drugs
No, drugs is a much bigger issue now and there is a lack of resources to deal with it
No, there is a lack of funding and resources to deal with it
No, as county lines and drug dealers are still a major issue, therefore, it is easy for young people to sell and buy illegal drugs
No, as there is still high numbers of drug deaths in young people
No, as there is a lack of funding and resources, therefore, changes need to be made in order to save lives

Q.14 What is your opinion on the services which are in place and do you believe they are helpful?
No, many young people are reluctant to ask for help
No, many young people will not change their lifestyle or accept help
No, many young people are too frightened to ask for help
No, young people are reluctant to use these services due to lack of understanding about them
No, many young people are unaware that these services exist
No, young people are frightened in case they will be in trouble or judged
No, as these services are not publicised enough or clear enough about their help and intentions
No, as many young people are reluctant to turn to these services for help as they are unaware of the process and support which is provided
No, many young people feel that they will get in trouble for asking for help
No, many young people feel embarrassed
No, many young people are unaware that there are services out there which will help them and they will not be in danger or trouble
No, many young people feel like they will be judged 
No, many young people are too scared or embarrassed to turn to helplines 

Q.15 Do you believe that there are enough interventions in place for young people? And why do you think this?
No, as I can’t name any interventions 
No, more needs to be done in order to tackle the issue
No, cases are rising therefore the methods used are not working or effective in solving or preventing drug misuse issues 
No, as cases are on the rise and interventions are not effective
No, as I don’t know of any interventions for my age group
No, as not many people are aware of which intervention schemes that exist in their area
No, I believe that there is not enough help out there for young people
No, as many young people feel isolated and judged
No, as many young people feel judged
No, as many young people are reluctant to accept help or are unaware that there is help out there
No, more needs to be done in order to better the situation as there are still high death rates and drug dealers in Swansea
No, as many young people are not educated enough on drugs or the intervention schemes out there for them
No, a lot more help and support should be provided for young people who are suffering with drug addiction 
Q.16 Could you name a few interventions which are in place in your area?
No
Don’t know any
Not sure
No 
No
Not sure
Don’t know any
No sorry
No 
No 
No 
Not sure
Not sure 
Not sure 

Q.17 Do you believe the interventions which are in place are publicised enough and are approachable? Why do you think this?
No, as young people are not aware they exist
No, more advertisement is needed in order for these interventions to be effective
No, as many young people have never heard of them
No, a lot more advertisement is needed in order to better these services
No, more publicity and posters are needed, many young people feel alone and isolated, this needs to change
No, major changes need to be made in order to improve these intervention schemes
No, as many young people are unaware of these services, shows they are ineffective
No, as many people are unaware they exist
No, more posters, helplines and television adverts are needed to publicise these schemes 
No, as young people don’t know they exist
No, young people are unaware that they exist
No, young people are unaware of what services are available to them
No, as people don’t know they exist
No, young people are afraid to use them as they misunderstand the intentions of these services
Q.18 Why do you think young people are reluctant to use these services?
Afraid to get into trouble
Don’t know they exist
Afraid of the authorities 
Afraid of their parents
Feel like they will be judged 
Feel embarrassed or that they will be judged 
Afraid that they will be arrested 
Afraid of being arrested or in trouble with the law
Afraid of being in trouble with the police
Afraid of the police or their parents
Feel like society or people around them will judge them
Feel embarrassed and that people will turn against them
Unaware that there is help out there for them
Reluctant to ask for help as unsure what the consequences will be
Q.19 What changes do you believe would be effective in improving these intervention schemes? 
More advertisement 
More anonymous services in case young people do not want people to know their name or want their families or friends to find out
More publicity for example television adverts and posters
Educating young people that there is help out there for them without them feeling judged or embarrassed
Legalising some drugs, therefore, young people are less judged
More advertisement that there are helplines out there for young people
Educating young people from a young age of the dangers and support out there for them
Legalise drugs, therefore, young people are more eager to turn to services for help
More advertisement is needed as many young people are unaware that there is help available for them
Make more services 24/7 to ensure that young people can turn to them at any time, including the night
Educating children in schools and colleges, therefore, they can know the dangers of drugs from a young age
Police and intervention scheme workers going into schools and speaking to children in secondary schools, to ensure they have a greater understanding of drugs more often
More funding into these services and better resources to tackle the problem
Better resources to be used to improve these services and advertise them more
More funding being put into tackling the issue of drug missue in children and these intervention schemes 
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The individual undertaking the research activity is known as the “principal researcher”.
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Please read the notes for guidance before completing ALL sections of the form.
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SECTION A: About You (Principal Researcher)
	1
	Full Name:
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	2
	Tick all boxes which apply:

	Member of staff:
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	Honorary research fellow:
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	3
	Undergraduate Student
	☒	Taught Postgraduate Student
	☐	Postgraduate Research Student
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	E-mail address:
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	For students:
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SECTION B: Approval for Research Activity
	1
	Has the research activity received approval in principle?
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	YES
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	Date
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	Please list the core ethical guidance documents that have been referred to during the completion of this form (including any discipline-specific codes of research ethics, and also any specific ethical guidance relating to the proposed methodology).  Please tick to confirm that your research proposal adheres to these codes and guidelines.
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	UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
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	Does the research activity involve collaborators outside of the University?
	YES
	☐
	NO
	☒

	2
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	Is your research externally funded
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	Employed
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	13
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	Use of documentation not in the public domain: Are any documents NOT publicly available?   

	NO
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	YES
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	15
	If Yes, please provide details here of how you will gain access to specific documentation that is not in the public domain and that this is in accordance with prevailing data protection law of the country in question and England and Wales.
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	Performance of any acts which may cause embarrassment or affect self-esteem?
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	Use of procedures that involve deception?
	☐
	☒

	13
	Administration of any substance, agent or placebo?
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	14
	Working with live vertebrate animals?
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	15
	Other primary data collection methods, please explain in this box
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	16
	Details of any other primary data collection method:
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(this box should expand as you type)
	
	


If NO to every question, then the research activity is (ethically) low risk and may be exempt from some of the following sections (please refer to Guidance Notes).

If YES to any question, then no research activity should be undertaken until full ethical approval has been obtained. 

SECTION G: Intended Participants
	1
	Who are the intended participants:
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NO

	2
	Students or staff at the University?
	☐
	☒

	3
	Adults (over the age of 18 and competent to give consent)?
	☒
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	4
	Vulnerable adults?
	☐
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	5
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	Others (please identify specifically any group who may be unable to give consent) please indicate here and tick the appropriate box.

	☐
	☐

	11
	Other – please indicate here:



(this box should expand as you type)
	
	



	12
	Participant numbers and source
Provide an estimate of the expected number of participants. How will you identify participants and how will they be recruited? 

	13
	How many participants are expected?

	
20+

(this box should expand as you type)

	14
	Who will the participants be?

	
Police, teachers, the general public

(this box should expand as you type)

	15
	How will you identify the participants?
	
Through interviews and a questionnaire  

(this box should expand as you type)




	16
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	17
	Will you describe the main research procedures to participants in advance, so that they are informed about what to expect?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	18
	Will you tell participants that their participation is voluntary?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	19
	Will you obtain written consent for participation?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	20
	Will you explain to participants that refusal to participate in the research will not affect their treatment or education (if relevant)?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	21
	If the research is observational, will you ask participants for their consent to being observed?
	☐
	☐
	☒

	22
	Will you tell participants that they may withdraw from the research at any time and for any reason?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	23
	With questionnaires, will you give participants the option of omitting questions they do not want to answer?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	24
	Will you tell participants that their data will be treated with full confidentiality and that, if published, it will not be identifiable as theirs?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	25
	Will you debrief participants at the end of their participation, in a way appropriate to the type of research undertaken?
	☒
	☐
	☐

	26
	If NO to any of above questions, please give an explanation 

	27
	


(this box should expand as you type)



	28
	Information for participants:
	
YES
	NO
	
N/A

	29
	Will participants be paid?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	30
	Is specialist electrical or other equipment to be used with participants?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	31
	Are there any financial or other interests to the investigator or University arising from this study?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	32
	Will the research activity involve deliberately misleading participants in any way, or the partial or full concealment of the specific study aims?
	☐
	☒
	☐

	33
	If YES to any question, please provide full details 

	34
	


(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION H: Anticipated Risks
	1
	
Outline any anticipated risks that may adversely affect any of the participants, the researchers and/or the University, and the steps that will be taken to address them. 

If you have completed a full risk assessment (for example as required by a laboratory, or external research collaborator) you may append that to this form.  

	2
	Full risk assessment completed and appended? 

	Yes 
	☐

	
	
	No
	☒

	3
	Risks to participants
For example: emotional distress, financial disclosure, physical harm, transfer of personal data, sensitive organisational information

	4
	Risk to Participant:
Sensitive or upsetting topics. 
The fieldwork: Participants could feel emotional distress or concerned about the questions asked. 
Reporting: Some participants could have concerns about the confidentiality and anonymity of their personal data.  

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Participant

1. Explain to them that if they do not wish to participate then they can leave at any given time, remain anonymous or withdraw from the study. 
2. Explain beforehand that there is sensitive topics, therefore, they are fully aware before participating in the study.
3. Ensure confidentiality of data at all times. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	5
	If research activity may include sensitive, embarrassing or upsetting topics (e.g. sexual activity, drug use) or issues likely to disclose information requiring further action (e.g. criminal activity), give details of the procedures to deal with these issues, including any support/advice (e.g. helpline numbers) to be offered to participants. Note that where applicable, consent procedures should make it clear that if something potentially or actually illegal is discovered in the course of a project, it may need to be disclosed to the proper authorities

	
	Explain to participants that there is support services and helpline numbers which participants or their families or friends can turn to for help and support. Explain to them also that if anything illegal is disclosed then further action could be taken to authorities, to ensure their safety, for example, children taking drugs, could go to local services for help and support to overcome their addiction.


(this box should expand as you type)

	6
	Risks to investigator
For example: personal safety, physical harm, emotional distress, risk of accusation of harm/impropriety, conflict of interest

	
	Risk to Investigator:
1.Occurrence of contingencies which are not directly related to the investigator, this could happen when the investigator cannot find enough participants to participate or participants do not have enough time to help with the study. 
2. Risk of safety when interviews are conducted. 

(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to Investigator:
1. Be fully prepared for any challenges or difficulties which may occur and work hard throughout to minimise the risk of stress. 
2. Terminate the interview if it not deemed safe or appropriate. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	7
	University/institutional risks
For example: adverse publicity, financial loss, data protection

	
	Risk to University:

Negative image of the University 
(this box should expand as you type)
	How will you mitigate the Risk to University:

Keep the Universities reputation in mind at all times. 
(this box should expand as you type)



	8
	Disclosure and Barring Service

	9
	If the research activity involves children or vulnerable adults, a Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) certificate must be obtained before any contact with such participants.
	YES

	NO

	N/A


	10
	Does your research require you to hold a current DBS Certificate?
	☐
	☒
	☐



SECTION I: Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality
	1
	Feedback
What de-briefing and feedback will be provided to participants, how will this be done and when? 

	
	All de-briefing and feedback will be provided through emails and letters and it will be done once the study has been conducted. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	2
	Informed consent
Describe the arrangements to inform potential participants, before providing consent, of what is involved in participating. Describe the arrangements for participants to provide full consent before data collection begins. If gaining consent in this way is inappropriate, explain how consent will be obtained and recorded in accordance with prevailing data protection legislation.

	
	
A consent form will be made to each participant, with an explanation of what the study is and what type of questions will be addressed, it will ask for a signature and explain that the participant does not have to consent and can withdraw from the study at any given time. Also, the participant can remain anonymous and their details will remain confidential. 

(this box should expand as you type)

	3
	Confidentiality / Anonymity
Set out how anonymity of participants and confidentiality will be ensured in any outputs. If anonymity is not being offered, explain why this is the case. 

	
	Anonymity is offered throughout the study, participants can remain anonymous if they wish to do so and can withdraw from the study at any time. Anonymity will be ensured as names do not need to be given and their personal details will remain confidential and will not be revealed. 

(this box should expand as you type)



SECTION J: Data Protection and Storage
In completing this section refer to the University’s Research Data Management Policy and the extensive resources on the University’s Research Data Management web pages (http://uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/).
	1
	Does the research activity involve personal data (as defined by the General Data Protection Regulation 2016 “GDPR” and the Data Protection Act 2018 “DPA”)?
	YES
	NO

	
	“Personal data” means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’). An identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.
	☐
	☐

	2
	If YES, provide a description of the data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	
	
Data will be collected through academic sources and interviews in order to evaluate and analyse the impact of drug misuse in children and if the interventions which are in place are effective in reducing it. Experience is part of the research, various details will need to be collected, in order to understand the impact of drugs on an age group, which is children and what interventions are in place and are they appropriate. 
(this box should expand as you type)

	
	Does it involve special category data (as defined by the GDPR)?
	YES
	NO

	
	“Special category data” means sensitive personal data consisting of information as to the data subjects’ –
(a) racial or ethnic origin,
(b) political opinions,
(c ) religious beliefs or other beliefs of a similar nature,
(d) membership of a trade union (within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992),
(e) physical or mental health or condition,
(f) sexual life,
(g) genetics,
(h) biometric data (as used for ID purposes),
	
☐
	
☐

	4
	If YES, provide a description of the special category data and explain why this data needs to be collected:

	
	
(this box should expand as you type)



	5
	
Will the research activity involve storing personal data and/or special category data on one of the following:
	YES
	NO

	6
	Manual files (i.e. in paper form)?
	☐
	☒

	7
	University computers?
	☐
	☒

	8
	Private company computers?
	☐
	☒

	9
	Home or other personal computers?
	☒
	☐

	10
	Laptop computers/ CDs/ Portable disk-drives/ memory sticks?
	☒
	☐

	11
	“Cloud” storage or websites?
	☐
	☒

	12
	Other – specify:

	☐
	☒

	13
	For all stored data, explain the measures in place to ensure the security of the data collected, data confidentiality, including details of password protection, encryption, anonymisation and pseudonymisation:

	
	
1. Ensure the storage security. Storage concerns are equally important even when my data are on my local PC, portable storage device or in the cloud storage. For example, the use of passwords is extremely important to access electronic. files.
2. Ensuring that there is a safe electronic communication for transferring the data. For example, using specific URL, which starts with http://s instead of http:// firewall systems and access control lists, such as, ensuring that the firewall service is always enabled. When working on PC’s ensuring that an anti-virus & anti-malware systems protect data and data carriers when they are physically transferred (paper notes, laptop etc.).
3. Ensuring that the PC is updated with the latest security software’s and anti-virus protection and that any dangerous or illegal software’s are blocked and only certain software can be installed.  

(this box should expand as you type)

	14
	All Data Storage

	15
	Will the research activity involve any of the following activities:
	YES
	NO

	16
	Electronic transfer of data in any form?
	☐
	☐

	17
	Sharing of data with others at the University?
	☐
	☒

	18
	Sharing of data with other organisations?
	☐
	☒

	19
	Export of data outside the European Union or importing of data from outside the UK?
	☐
	☒

	20
	Use of personal addresses, postcodes, faxes, emails or telephone numbers?
	☐
	☒

	21
	Publication of data that might allow identification of individuals?
	☐
	☒

	22
	Use of data management system?
	☒
	☐

	23
	Data archiving?
	☒
	☐

	24
	If YES to any question, please provide full details, explaining how this will be conducted in accordance with the GDPR and DPA (and/or any international equivalent):

	
	


(this box should expand as you type)

	25
	List all who will have access to the data generated by the research activity:

	
	Myself


(this box should expand as you type)

	26
	List who will have control of, and act as custodian(s) for, data generated by the research activity:

	
	Only myself
(this box should expand as you type)

	27
	Give details of data storage arrangements, including security measures in place to protect the data, where data will be stored, how long for, and in what form. Will data be archived – if so how and if not why not.  

	
	The data which is being researched should always be stored in a safe environment, where it cannot be touched or corrupted in any way, ensuring that it cannot be accessed by an unauthorised party. The data will also need to comply with legal regulations, during the period that it is kept. In my studies, I will need to ensure that the correct measures are in place to maintain the integrity of the data I am storing, to prevent unauthorised access occurring. The research data will need to be stored into a managed storage environment as soon as possible. The relevant data will be stored on my PC, portable storage device with a strong password, to verify the user and avoid unauthorised access. Methods will be used to prevent any unauthorised access, which include, adjusting the data into a form which makes it unintelligible. The data which will be collected will be deleted, once the study is complete. 


(this box should expand as you type)

	28
	Please indicate if your data will be stored in the UWTSD Research Data Repository (see https://researchdata.uwtsd.ac.uk/ ).   If so please explain. (Most relevant to academic staff) 

	
	No it will not.


(this box should expand as you type)

	29
	Confirm that you have read the UWTSD guidance on data management (see https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/library/research-data-management/)

	YES
	☒

	
	
	NO
	☐

	30
	Confirm that you are aware that you need to keep all data until after your research has completed or the end of your funding
	YES
	☒

	
	
	NO
	☐





SECTION K: Declaration
	31
	The information which I have provided is correct and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attempted to identify any risks and issues related to the research activity and acknowledge my obligations and the rights of the participants.

In submitting this application I hereby confirm that I undertake to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice which is published on the website: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/research/research-ethics/ 

	
	Signature of applicant:
	K J Bowen 
	Date:
15/10/20



For STUDENT Submissions:
	32
	Director of Studies/Supervisor:
	
	Date:

	33
	Signature:
	

	



For STAFF Submissions:
	34
	Academic Director/ Assistant Dean:
	
	Date:

	35
	Signature:
	

	



Checklist: Please complete the checklist below to ensure that you have completed the form according to the guidelines and attached any required documentation:
	☒
	I have read the guidance notes supplied before completing the form.

	☒
	I have completed ALL RELEVANT sections of the form in full.

	☒
	I confirm that the research activity has received approval in principle

	☒
	I have attached a copy of final/interim approval from external organisation (where appropriate)

	☒
	I have attached a full risk assessment (and have NOT completed Section H of this form) (where appropriate)  ONLY TICK IF YOU HAVE ATTACHED A FULL RISK ASSESSMENT

	☒
	I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that the above named research activity will meet the University’s Research Ethics and Integrity Code of Practice.

	☒
	I understand that before commencing data collection all documents aimed at respondents (including information sheets, consent forms, questionnaires, interview schedules etc.) must be confirmed by the DoS/Supervisor, module tutor or Academic Director.

	☒

	I have deleted the guidance notes before submitting the PG2 for consideration



	RESEARCH STUDENTS AND STAFF ONLY
All communications relating to this application during its processing must be in writing and emailed to pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk , with the title ‘Ethical Approval’ followed by your name.
You will be informed of the outcome of your claim by email; therefore it is important that you check your University and personal email accounts regularly.

	STUDENTS ON UNDERGRADUATE OR TAUGHT MASTERS PROGRAMMES should submit  this form (and receive the outcome) via systems explained to you by the supervisor/module leader.



This form is available electronically from the Academic Office web pages: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/academic-office/appendices-and-forms/ 


Application Process

All staff research projects and all research students must submit the Ethical Approval Form to the University Research Ethics Committee via the Academic Office (pgresearch@uwtsd.ac.uk).   Staff research directly in relation to personal study for taught undergraduate or Masters programmes should be submitted via the Institute procedures explained below.

Taught masters and taught undergraduate research Ethical Approval Forms are considered within Institutes.  Institutes will provide details of the specific processes for this.  Where the Ethical issues within any single ethical application are of particular concern the Institute will refer these to the University Research Ethics Committee.   Any student activity that involves the collection of primary data needs to undergo Ethical approval, this includes assignment work as well as dissertations.   

Notes for guidance in completion of this form

Section A:  About You
Please complete all relevant sections

Section B:  Approval for research activity
Research proposals must be approved in principle before applying for Ethical Approval.  The proposal approval only becomes final when the ethical approval is received.  

The process for proposal approval varies according the individual and programme of study:
· Research students, by application on form PG1 to the Research Degrees Committee
· Taught students by review of research proposal within Institutes (Institutes provide specific details of these processes)
· Staff, by agreement by the Academic Director/Assistant Dean

Section C:  External Ethical Guidance materials
Many discipline areas are required to operate with the discipline specific codes of research ethics (for example health, psychology, education etc.), any such codes must be listed and you must tick to confirm that you have consulted with these.

Section D:  External Collaborative Research Activity
Provide details of the external collaborative partners, where appropriate you might want to submit a copy of the external collaboration agreement with the Ethical Approval Form.  If the partner requires the research to be subject to its own internal Ethical approval process then please provide details of that process and a copy of any final (or interim) approvals received from the organisation.

Section E:  Details of Research Activity
Remember that the individuals reviewing this Ethical Approval Form may not have seen your research proposal, and also may not be experts in the specific area of your research.  The information provided should therefore be jargon free and clearly stated.

Indicative Title:  please use the same title as used on the research proposal.

Purpose:  the Ethical approval process will want to ensure that the methods you propose are adequate and appropriate to address the research aims and objectives.  Excessive additional data collection can be seen as unethical.

Proposed Methods:  the Ethical approval process seeks to ensure that you understand the methods that are intended, and that the implementation of those methods will be appropriate and without unnecessary impact on respondents.  This section must explain how the methods described will lead to the collection of necessary and sufficient data, but not excessive data.  Please be specific.

Location:  this needs to mention geographical location and also local situation (for example, within Local Authority Offices in Cardiff, using a private room but close to other individuals).  If you are collecting data within an organisational setting then you need to explain the permissions that you have obtained to do this.

Research Activity outside of the UK:  please complete this section in detail, and note any guidance you have received.  Also describe your own familiarity (or not) with the location that you will be utilising.

Section F:  Scope of Research Activity
Please tick ALL of the research activities that might be undertaken.   If any additional types of activity are intended then please add an extra box and describe these.

If you have answered no to all questions in F then sections G and I do not need to be completed.  .  Signatures are still required in section K.

Section G:  Intended Participants
Please tick all categories that might apply.

Numbers & Source:  if you are using a series of different methods or research activities please list numbers for each stage/phase.  Be clear about how you will find respondents.   Will you use intermediaries, and if so how?  How will you ensure compliance with your sampling strategy?

Information for participants:  all participants should be appropriately informed about the research, what is expected of them and what will happen to the information that they provide.  The Ethical review process does not ask to see this documentation, but requires this to be reviewed and approved by the Director of Studies in the case of research students, the supervisor/module tutor in relation to students on taught programmes and the Academic Director/Assistant Dean in relation to staff research.

Section H:  Anticipate Risks
All research carries some level of risk.  The answers you provide to questions in this section will be reviewed to ensure that you have an appropriate understanding of the type of risks involved and how you can mitigate against these risks. If you have completed a full risk assessment, as required for example for laboratory work, field work, clinical tests, diving operations, or by a collaborative partner, you may append that to this form.  In that case, please tick the box indicating this has been provided.  You will not then be required to complete Section H.

Risk to participants   Think very carefully about how your actions/questions/discussions might affect the people you are involving as participants.  You might identify the risk as small but it would still be a risk.  Many types of question have the potential to make respondents less content with their life / job; you need to recognise and try to ameliorate any such effects
If these are business owners, time with you may reduce profit.  
In some locations physical risk is very real to both participants and yourself, please consider this.

Risk to you, the researcher   Think about where you will meet people, if there are any dangers involved in the location.  If you are meeting people as individuals think about using a public place.  In general do not visit people in their own homes or remote locations.  If you are talking to individuals about certain issues think about how their responses might affect you emotionally.  What about the risk of collecting insufficient data?

Risk to the University   When undertaking your research, you are acting as a member of the University (student or staff).  Professionalism is important, so it is important to be well organised and well prepared. Punctuality, clarity etc. are all part of this.  What will you do to ensure this?  You must ensure you do not harm the good name of the University in any way and do nothing to undermine the reputation of the research it conducts and sponsors.  Upholding high standards of conduct and integrity are vital in this regard. You must also conduct the research in such a way to minimise the potential for claims of negligence made against the University, its researchers and any collaborating individual or organisation. In this respect you should always comply with ethical, legal and professional frameworks, obligations and standards as required by statutory and regulatory authorities, as well as the university’s Research Integrity and Ethics Code of Practice.  Research misconduct in this respect can take many forms, including:
· fabrication: making up results or other outputs (eg, artefacts) and presenting them as if they were real
· falsification: manipulating research processes or changing or omitting data without good cause
· plagiarism: using other people’s material without giving proper credit
· failure to meet ethical, legal and professional obligations: for example failure to declare competing interests; misrepresentation of involvement or authorship; misrepresentation of interests; breach of confidentiality; lack of informed consent; misuse of personal data; and abuse of research subjects or material
· improper dealing with allegations of misconduct: failing to address possible infringements such as attempts to cover up misconduct and reprisals against whistle-blowers

Adverse Outcomes.  Think carefully about the possibilities, and cover here

Section I:  Feedback, Consent and Confidentiality

Feedback to participants:  outline your approach.   Will interview transcripts be shared with respondents to check accuracy?  Will summaries of questionnaire analysis be made available to respondents in some way?   Will an overview report be provided?  How and when?

Informed consent:   Draft letter / e-mail / or heading (or footer) section of questionnaire must be approved by DoS/supervisor (if research student), supervisor/module tutor if taught student, or Academic Director / Assistant Dean if a member of staff.
Confidentiality/Anonymity.  Explain clearly how you will ensure confidentiality and anonymity.

Section J:  Data Protection and Storage
Before completing this section it is necessary to read the University’s Research Data Management information.   The questions that follow are designed to ensure compliance with the Data Protection Act as well as established research protocols.

Many research activities will involve electronic transfer of data and use of data management systems in the summarisation and analysis of data.  You will need to explain these in relation to compliance with the Data Protection Act.

Think carefully about who will have access to your data, this will include supervisors and examiners. Also that a thesis will be made available via the University library and the British Library system.  If you are seeking an access bar for a period of time after completion then mention it here.  If you will provide a copy of your findings, or intend to give a presentation, to a facilitating/ supporting/accessing organisation then explain that in this section.  But also think about the general principle of data sharing, as explained in the Research Data Management information.

In terms of storage of data please ensure security, and also mitigate against loss of data.

Section K:  Declaration
Ensure the appropriate countersignatures have been provided
Look carefully at the checklist and ensure that you comply with and tick all that are relevant to your research.

Most addicitve drug in your area (Swansea)

Total	cocaine 	every one	heroin	mdma	weed	6	1	1	2	3	


Main causes for drug addiction in  young people 

Activity as a group	1	Believe it is 'cool'	1	Boredeom	2	Curisoity 	1	Doing it with friends	2	Mental health	2	Gang welfare	1	Norm of Society	1	Peer Pressure	2	To rebel	1	




Havent heard of any	14	
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