	
TASK DESCRIPTION





Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Analyse why key incidents/events have had a damaging effect on the willingness of communities to engage with the police
Evaluate the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion and understand and apply key principles of effective community engagement



Throughout this essay I will analyse some key incidents which have affected how communities engage with the police. There are two incidents that I will analyse that have damaged the effectiveness of community engagement with police and how they have damaged this. The Stephen Lawrence murder in 1993 and The Lynnette White murder in 1988 are the incidents which I will analyse. All three incidents have a police involvement and have had a damaging effect on communities’ trust and subsequently their engagement with the police. 

Stephen Lawrence, a young, black, teenager from London, was brutally murdered in a racially aggravated attack in London, on the evening of 22nd April 1993. The police were accused of constitutional racism and widespread criticism was brought upon the Metropolitan Police service for their investigation into Mr Lawrence’s death (Cottle, 2004). Stephen Lawrence was beaten and stabbed on the streets of Well Hall, London by a group of white males, in an unprovoked attack. “The Stephen Lawrence Enquiry” was conducted in 1999 by Macpherson, W. In July 1997, The Home Secretary derailed the terms of the inquiry as “to inquire into the matters arising from the death of Stephen Lawrence on 22 April 1993 to date, in order particularly to identify the lessons to be learned for the investigation and prosecution of racially motivated crimes” (Secretary of State, 1999).
As a result of the inquiry, many allegations were brought upon not only the police, but individual officers also (Secretary of State, 1999). The police were highly criticised. 

Since the Stephen Lawrence case, the police have had to restructure their institution to deal with ethnic minorities appropriately and improve how they deal with incidents. The police lost the trust of many people in local communities and this needed to be regained. Although the relationships between the police and communities was being seen to be re-built following the inquiry in 1999, local communities feel that they are not being heard with what areas need to be targeted by the police (Foster, Newburn and Souhami, 2005). 

The murder of Lynette White in Cardiff in 1988 shocked not only the city but the whole of the country. Lynette White was a prostitute in Cardiff and was found in a flat in the docklands area of Cardiff on 14th February 1988. She had been stabbed more than 50 times. In November 1988, 5 men were arrested and subsequently charged with the murder of Lynette White and remanded to custody. Three of the five men were eventually convicted of killing Lynette White in November 1990 and sentenced to life imprisonment; The three men are known as the “Cardiff Three”. In 1992 they appealed their sentences and they were in fact found to be innocent. 

There was a clear miscarriage of justice by South Wales Police and the Criminal Justice System and the publics confidence in the police was affected (Sekar and Mansfield, 2017). The real killer, Jeffrey Gafoor, was eventually found by the advances in DNA profiling and sentenced to life imprisonment in July 2003. Seka and Mansfield (2017) also shows us that “The reputation of South Wales Police took a hiding” following several miscarriages of justice. South Wales Police were found to be oppressive with their questioning of the so called “Cardiff Three”; Stephen Miller in particular (Dixon, 2016). Miller made a key confession which was excluded from the trial due to the interrogation and oppression by South Wales Police officers. 

The public confidence and trust within the police are very low as a result of the oppression and organisational racism that was believed to be within policing. Following on from the findings of miscarriages of justice, many people in the communities lost their faith and trust with the police and would find it difficult to engage. Williamson (2013) found that many members of the community who criticise police and don’t trust them are heavily in contact with the police themselves. 

Due to the nature of policing today, Police officers are rarely seen walking their local areas and generally will only respond to the calls that they are asked to respond too. The community feel that they do not see a visible police presence in the area and that offenders can be free to commit crime. The introduction of PCSO’s (Police Community Support Officers) has been key to engaging with the local communities and providing that support that many police officers cannot offer due to their very busy work. A vital point in “reassurance policing” is to have officers in uniform showing a visible presence in their area (Rowland and Coupe, 2013). PCSO’s are issued with very similar uniform to police officers and can provide reassurance to local communities of the work that their local police force is carrying out. Due to not having the same powers and responsibilities as police officers, PCSO’s have more time to engage and support local communities to build a relationship and gain their trust.
Since the introduction of PCSO’s, they engage more efficiently with communities and can have a more relevant engagement with those communities whereas previously, the police have found difficulties with community engagement (Cosgrove and Ramshaw, 2015). 

In conclusion, I found that the two incidents that I have analysed, had a negative affect on how communities engage with police. The miscarriages of justice and institutional racism led to the public not trusting the police and allegations were made not only against police forces but also individuals within the forces. Research and criminal findings in both cases, many years after the incidents, shown that the police and criminal justice systems had failed to uphold their duties. This results in the community distrusting the police after failings are continually being identified many years after specific incidents. 

The police are always open too and facing criticism from the public. Engaging with communities and obtaining their trust has always been difficult; Even more difficult since the nature of policing has changed and there are now less police officers to support communities. I found that the introduction of PCSO’s has helped with the engagement of communities as that is predominantly their role and they have more time to engage with communities and arrange meetings and activities for beneficial community engagement. 
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Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Assess the strengths and weakness of different policing models in relation to crime/victimisation and the public and explore crime prevention theories initiates and strategies

Explain and employ analytical products provided by intelligence specialists during the course of an investigation

Throughout this essay I will look at different policing models and how effective they are when they are used for victims of crime and crime prevention. I will also discuss methods used for intelligence throughout an investigation and look at how it will assist with enquiries.
I will asses the broken windows theory which was proposed in 1982, what crime prevention measures are being used and the target hardening that police forces are using. 

Different models of policing that I will look at are intelligence led policing, community policing and problem-orientated policing. Community policing many years ago you would have seen police officers ‘walking their beat’ (walking the streets of the local area) and engaging with local store owners and would often give young children who were misbehaving a clip which would often teach them a lesson (Ratcliffe, 2016). Community policing nowadays relies on the neighbourhood officers and the introduction of PCSO’s (Police Community Support Officers) to engage with the local communities. Many response police officers who work shifts and deal with incidents that are happening right now, will not have the time to focus on community problems that are ongoing issues. The community policing model has aimed to look at the wider policing issues that are ongoing rather than those that happen as a once off occasion (Bullock, 2013). Community policing works in combination with problem-orientated policing. The police officers and PCSO’s who work in a community-based policing role will aim to engage with the local communities to provide them with a positive service that they can trust. By working with the community and speaking to different members of the community, they will be made aware of ongoing problems in their local area; this alongside the statistics that can be reviewed of ongoing incidents in the area. By obtaining statistics of crimes and analysing the problems, the police can work together with other agencies to identify the issues and potential resolutions to those issues (Ratcliffe, 2016).

Community policing will also link in with intelligence led policing. The community will address issues with the police, and many will provide intelligence about incidents and persons of note in their area. Building a rapport with the local community will assist the police in obtaining intelligence from those who live and work in the community every day. Another area where intelligence is gathered by police is with the use of Covert Human Intelligence Source (CHIS). A person is a CHIS if they obtain a personal or any other relationship with another person for a covert reason; if they act in a covert way to use the relationship to obtain information and provide and disclose this information which has been obtained covertly (Home Office, 2018). The police will use a CHIS to obtain information, for example from OCG (Organised crime group) about their movements and criminal actions. They will gather and obtain intelligence and provide this back to relevant authorities to build the intelligence for an investigation that is taking place. 

Alongside CHIS, the police also submit intelligence themselves. That may be intelligence that they know themselves or that has been passed to them by members of the community. All of the intelligence is graded and disseminated in a model called the National Intelligence Model (NIM). It provides the police some structure for an investigation and is used to identify actionable intelligence from that which may be seen to be false (BSC Policing Network, 2021). In policing, the 3x5x2 model is used to grade the reliability of intelligence. The 3 section is for the source of the information, which is graded as either reliable, untested or not reliable. The 5 section is how the intelligence is known; whether it is known directly, known indirectly but corroborated, known indirectly, not known and suspected to be false. The last section of the system is for how the information can be handled. It is either with lawful sharing permitted, or lawful sharing permitted but with conditions. The purpose of the intelligence system allows the police to identify good intelligence from what is believed to be false. It also allows information to be shared through different agencies at national and international level (Watson, 2017).

The broken windows theory suggests that any disorder in a community will lead to a rise in crime in the community if the issue is not fixed almost immediately (Gau and Pratt, 2010). Any one incident is believed to further escalate problems which will lead to an increase of crime rates within that specific community. This also links in with how policing models work. As I mentioned earlier, the police who work on problem-solving models and community policing will look at statistics to gather information and build an approach to prevent crime in that specific area. This theory suggests that the models of policing used to solve problems will help with combating the issue as long as it has been intervened with at its early stages. 

In conclusion, I found that although there are different models for policing, they are all linked in some way. Community policing and problem-orientated policing are closely linked as discussions will take place with members of the community to assist in identifying problems in the area and putting together a plan to combat those issues. Intelligence-led policing can also link in with both other models as the intelligence obtained from the community will assist in identifying problems to build a picture of what needs to be done. 

The use of CHIS is also a great asset to policing with intelligence led policing as it gains a much better insight as to what criminals are doing from a much more trustworthy source of information. They can also identify problems in the are and provide the police with a heads up of incidents that are due to be happening in the area to assist with the crime prevention.

(977 Words)


































Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Critically review key issues relating to the complexity and challenges of operational policing, review examples of critical and major incidents and analyse the role of the police within a joint emergency services operation to establish ‘best practice’. 

Throughout this essay I will provide examples of what a critical and major incident is within policing and look at the role the police service play within a joint emergency service response. There are many challenges of operational policing, all of which will vary every day as there is no incident the same within policing. Issues surrounding the complexity and challenges are key and I will look at those issues and identify problems and evaluate how these issues arise and can be dealt with. 
Gloucestershire Police (2021) define a critical as “Any incident where the effectiveness of the police response is likely to have a significant impact on the confidence of the victim, their family and / or the community”. 
Every incident that the police respond too has the potential to become a critical incident. The police are constantly scrutinised for their response to every situation and are often criticised for their response. Police officers deal with a variety of incidents daily and the nature of the job may require them to deal with one incident and then move straight to the next. The first incident may be a shoplifter and then having to move straight to the next incident of a child unresponsive. Both incidents could be defined as a critical incident. Neylan, et.al (2002) found that the lack of quality in sleep that police officers have is significantly relevant to their exposure to a critical incident. Police officers working shifts are prone to working lengthy hours and often when dealing with critical incidents are having to stay at work and work overtime. Police officers who are prone to a lack of sleep due to working shifts, may suffer from exhaustion and psychological stress (Ramey, et al., 2012). This is a very difficult challenge that the nature of policing faces; policing must provide 24-hour cover, every day; there is limited options available that would help with the nature of shift working to assist police officers and overcome this issue. The police also deal with a variety of incidents that they are not the best service to be dealt with such as mental health calls. Ambulance are the best service to be dealing with these types of incidents due to having the proper training and personnel to do so. Police officers however are often first to attend and must deal with the many issues faced when dealing with mental health and not having the correct training. 
United Kingdom Fire and Rescue Service define a major incident as “An event or situation with a range of serious consequences which requires special arrangements to be implemented by one or more emergency responder agency”.
Mishra, Allen and Pearman (2011) details the procedure that is taken by emergency services when a major incident is declared. A major incident will be declared by a judgement in localised and specific cases due to the operational context of the incident (JESIP, 2021). It is generally an incident that is not “business-as-usual” and there is potential for serious consequences as a result of the incident. At major incidents and some other incidents that require a multi-agency response, the police are most likely to lead the response. JESIP (The Joint Emergency Services Interoperability Principles) help the emergency services in setting out a structure to ensure that there are organised multi-agency responses to incidents and that all information can be shared between them. A structure of commander is set out as a Gold (Strategic), Silver (Tactical) and Bronze (Operational) commander. Gold commander holds overall control of the incident and all resources involved; Silver manages the direction that has been set out by the Gold commander and sets out actions for the incident; Bronze will be the on scene commander who controls the resources and staff at the scene of the incident (HSE, 2021). It is generally the police who will resource the commanders and it will usually be personnel of police rank inspector and above. The police will liaise with other emergency services and arrange a plan to resolve and deal with the major incident. Appropriate actions by all services involved is key to limiting the consequences and the seriousness of them. 
In February 2020, South Wales Police declared a major incident when flooding hit parts of the South Wales valleys. There were severe adverse weather conditions which caused chaos across parts of the UK, especially parts of South Wales. There were teams from South Wales Police, South Wales Fire and Rescue service and other skilled personnel from third party organisations who were assisting in ensuring the safety of all persons affected by the flooding in the area. The flooding had the potential to cause serious problems for the people of South Wales and these special arrangements needed to be made and a multi-agency response was needed. South Wales Police led the resourcing and planning of the major incident. There were rescue centres set up by the local council (Rhondda Cynon Taff) and South Wales Fire and Rescue assisted in searching and rescuing people from their homes. 
There were “very challenging conditions” faced by the incident and all the multi-agency responders conducted themselves professionally and were dedicated to the task at hand (South Wales Fire and Rescue 2021).
A major incident was declared in this instance due to the nature of the flooding and the response that was required. A structured and co-ordinated response was needed to rescue people from their homes and put measures in place to attempt to prevent any further consequences arising. South Wales Police led the incident and ensured that all services that were required were on hand to provide assistance when it was needed. Specialist teams were also brought in alongside the main emergency services to provide their expertise to assist and resolve the situation.
In conclusion, I found that the police face criticism in every aspect of their job. Every incident that they deal with is open to criticism and how they respond to incidents is watched under a microscope; not only by the public but also other agencies alongside their own. The police are often the main emergency service that the public rely on for attendance to incidents. Any incident that the police deal with has the potential to turn into a critical incident and require further assessments and resources. Many police officers who respond to emergency incidents work on a shift pattern and will be deprived of sleep due to this. This can affect their thinking and wellbeing which may have a knock-on effect to their decision making and work. 
A major incident will generally require a multi-agency response to help minimise the severity of the consequences of the incident that is occurring. It is vital that the police play their key role to plan and organise the services involved to ensure the safety of all involved; a structed and co-ordinated approach is vital to ensuring that all services are aware of the situation and that they can work accordingly to their full potential. 
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Students are required to complete a 1000-word essay under the following title:

Analyse the potential links between terrorism and other forms of criminality and discuss how policing the roads assist in counter terrorism investigation
In this essay I will be looking at terrorism within the UK and how other forms of criminality link in with this. Policing the roads can assist with many investigations throughout policing and also with counter terrorism. I will talk about how the roads policing can assist in a variety of different methods to assist with counter terrorism investigations. Roads policing is often linked with a variety of criminal activity due to many criminals using the roads for transporting criminal goods and moving areas to commit different crimes. There are also other reasons why criminals use the roads which are not directly involved in the crime itself. 
In recent years, attempts have been made to make the processes of joining a terrorist organisation, and the activities which lead to this, illegal; generally, by the time that a person has become part of a terrorist group, they have already committed crime by taking part in the “organizational activities” (Dandurand and Chin, 2004). Terrorism is often used to promote political viewpoints where violence is used (Daskin, 2016).
ISIS is the most well-known terrorist organisation globally and they recruit people of all ages from countries across the world. Many women marry into ISIS families and have children with the ISIS fighters. Not only are children born into ISIS, but ISIS also recruit young children. ISIS use young boys in their “combat roles” (Nyamutata, 2020) as the children are more likely to be treated as victims by authorities. These children are then able to gain access into countries and they begin the recruitment when they age. A well-known case which relates to this is that of Shamima Begum who left to marry into ISIS when she was 15 years old. She then wanted to return to the UK when she was 19 and appealed that she should be let back into the UK after being “brainwashed” by ISIS (Nyamutata, 2020); Her British citizenship was revoked by the Home Office and was not allowed to return. This was due to the fear of Begum recruiting ISIS fighters within the UK. 
Many terrorists are also involved with other criminality such as organised crime groups involved with drug trafficking and supply. Terrorist will also be involved with money laundering to assist in the funding of their terrorist activity. Drug supply and trafficking also aids with the funding of terrorism. This is an area of where the roads policing teams can assist investigations into counter terrorism offences in the UK. Terrorist often contemplate becoming involved in other criminal activity due to the financial opportunities that they provide to assist with their terrorist activities (Schmid, 2005). The monetary value that the illicit drugs ‘business’ offers is huge. In 2017, there was £9.4 billion spent on illicit drugs in England in wales; to put this into perspective, this is greater than huge companies, such as Aldi, Boots and EasyJet, overall revenue of that same year (Russell Webster, 2021). For terrorists to involve themselves in other criminal activities such as drug trafficking it is very appealing as they can then broaden their options for their terrorist activities. 
Many drugs runners and terrorists will use the roads in the UK not only to transport their goods, but also for everyday movements that may not be criminally related. The advancements in technology such as ANPR (Automatic Number Plate Recognition) cameras has assisted the police with monitoring, locating and capturing criminals and their activity. ANPR cameras are fitted statically throughout the UK and they provide information as to the location of a vehicle by reading its number plate. It can provide the general direction of travel for a vehicle which can build a picture of movements of a criminal or criminal group and their vehicles. ANPR cameras are also fitted to some police vehicles; markers can be placed on certain registrations which will alert the police as to the whereabouts of that vehicle when they activate / pass and ANPR camera or police vehicle with the fitted camera. The ANPR cameras can highlight if there are vehicles which are uncompliant with the rules of the road (no MOT or insurance for example) and also persons of interest to the police (criminal groups and regular drink / drug drivers) (Allen, et.al, 2008). 
The use of roads policing alongside ANPR cameras can be very beneficial to the investigations surrounding counter terrorism and the detention of offenders. The police may not want to stop the offenders in the first instance and instead monitor their movements to help gather evidence which would help with a longer sentence for the offender once they were caught. Intelligence databases are also used by the police, especially with the use of ANPR systems (Haines and Wells, 2012) to gather information about an offender or groups movements and how they are using the roads to assist with their criminal activity. The police are able to remotely monitor those individuals through these systems. Covert operations are also used by roads policing teams to track and identify criminals involved in certain activity. 
Northants police have heavily invested (£1.3 million) in their ANPR systems recently. This is to provide tools to detect criminality and to disrupt and deter criminals using the road network (Northants Police, 2021). They have also used the technology to follow and detain criminals without the need for a police pursuit which also ensures the safety of officers and all members of the public. 
In conclusion, there are many links with terrorism and other criminal activity. This is due to the recruitment of terrorists now being criminalised and the monetary value offered by other criminal activities which assist in the growth of terrorism. 
Policing the roads is key to monitoring the movements of offenders and to the eventual detention of some. By monitoring the movements of offenders via the use of roads policing and its technologies allows the police to build their evidence against the terrorists and also assist in the apprehension of them when needed. Whether the criminals are using the roads to commit their crime or just for daily activities, it allows the police to obtain knowledge of their whereabouts and activities which they are able to disrupt if need be. 
(1030 Words)
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STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.
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	Generic Assessment Criteria 
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills
.
	15
	

	





	
	

	
	
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	25
	

	





	
	

	
	
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	25
	

	





	
	

	
	
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	25
	

	





	
	

	
	
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice

	10
	

	



	
	

	
	
	



	Assessment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	
	







