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WELCOME / CROESO
Welcome to ‘The Medieval World’ module. This is taught by Katie Hawks. The course leader is Harriett Webster.
In this handbook for ‘The Medieval World’ you will find

· details of the aims, objectives, and learning outcomes of the module; 

· a list of sessions, with a brief description of what we will be doing in individual sessions; 

· a worksheet specifying the methods of assessment and essay questions; 

· a reading list; 

· a guide to our assessment criteria.
Please look through this material carefully, and use it for reference throughout the module. If there is anything which is not clear to you, then please do not hesitate to ask.

MODULE AIMS

This module aims to introduce you to: 

· various aspects and ideas of the medieval period 

· different historical opinions and arguments surrounding the medieval period

· various historical, archaeological, literary and art-historical sources and resources from the Middle Ages

MODULE OBJECTIVES

‘The Medieval World’ serves as an introduction to the medieval period as a whole and to some of the methodologies we employ for studying the period. It enables you to learn how scholars from different disciplines investigate the medieval period, and what evidence (documentary, physical, environmental, literary and art historical) they use to construct and understand the period. Thus you are introduced to the challenges of using different types of sources, some of which may appear to conflict. This is part of the challenge of Medieval Studies.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of this module you should be able to:

· Demonstrate a knowledge of the medieval period

· Show awareness of various concepts and ideas of relevance to the study of the medieval period

· Demonstrate a knowledge of the interdisciplinary nature of Medieval Studies 

· Use primary and secondary historical material effectively 

HELP AND ADVICE
If you have any queries about this module please do not hesitate to ask for help. You can e-mail me at k.hawks@uwtsd.ac.uk
TEACHING AND LEARNING

This course comprises 10 sessions, of 2 hours each. 

Here in the Faculty of Humanities at Lampeter we have a strong tradition of teaching – even lectures – in fairly small groups. Take advantage of this! It means that you can engage and interact in classes to an extent that is not possible in a large lecture group. Do not be shy about asking questions if there is something that does not quite make sense, or if you want to know more. You will find that your lecturer will want to ask you questions – perhaps ask for your reaction to a piece of text, or an image, or an artefact. Again, do not be afraid to have a go. The medieval period will probably be unfamiliar to many of you so I will not expect you to have answers at your finger tips: I will be encouraging you to think and explore. And remember that there are rarely answers that are all right or all wrong. You can learn more from engaging like this than by listening passively.

You will find all the materials – reading lists, class notes, power-points and so forth on the Moodle page. These will change and develop throughout the semester so you will need to check the page regularly. 

Please do be aware that the contact hours only constitute around a quarter of the time you are expected to be working on this module. This means reading around topics, preparing for class, and working on your assessments during the mornings and after class.

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT

There is no examination: all the assessment is by written assignments submitted via Moodle. These assignments are:

a) One portfolio (50%) made up of two short pieces of work (1000 words each, 2000 words in total). Each one may be an exercise, or a report or a commentary on a document or visual source. These should be submitted on different dates:

1. Sunday 9 November, by 23.59 pm.

2. Sunday 7 December, by 23.59 pm.

b) One essay (50%) of 2000 words.

The submission date for your essay is Sunday 4 January and you should submit by 23.59 pm.

At the end of this handbook you will find guidelines to the way in which we assess your work and what the marks mean.

Returning work

We aim for a four-week turnaround for assessed work, that is, we aim to have your work marked, with feedback, available to you within four weeks of the submission date. Sometimes there are issues that mean that this is not possible – and if there will be any delay for any reason at all we will make sure we inform you as soon as possible.

All work will be returned via Moodle. If this is the case you will be informed by e-mail that the marking process has been completed and you will be able to access the mark and feedback via Moodle. If you receive feedback electronically you are very welcome to see the person who has marked your essay or commentary for a face-to-face (or online) meeting to discuss your work.

The feedback on your written work is intended to help in all sorts of ways. We may comment on your understanding of the issues raised by the question, or on your organization of your work, or on how clearly you are expressing yourself. Please take time to read these comments carefully, and absorb their significance. And it they do not make sense – do ask.
Remember that we are here to help, and want to see you do the best you can.

SESSIONS

There will be ten sessions of 2 hours each (that’s one a week for ten weeks). There is a bibliography below so that you can read around each topic, which we encourage before and after our classes. Our sessions will be:

1. Introduction: What is the “Middle Ages” and who cares anyway?

This session will explore what we mean by ‘medieval’ (and how we even spell it!), ‘Middle Ages’, and ‘medievalism’, and how we see the Middle Ages. We’ll also look at how to study mediæval history, and make a dash through a thousand years of history.

2. Those who pray 1:

Popes, bishops, and parish priests: hierarchy and authority in the medieval church 

The medieval church as an institution dominated people’s lives from the cradle to the grave. At the level of the parish, priests provided pastoral care, heard confession, and administered the sacraments. On the next level archbishops and bishops might be political as well as spiritual leaders – think about Bishop Odo of Bayeux, half-brother of William the Conqueror, who was also Earl of Kent. At the very top of the hierarchy the popes, leaders of Western Christendom, vied with emperors for power, proclaimed crusades, led the fight against heresy, and were patrons of art and architecture. This lecture is designed help you understand the importance of the church in medieval society and, concentrating on the period up to 1216, to trace some of the major developments in that period.

3. Those who pray 2:

Citadels of the Lord’: monasteries in the Middle Ages
From a twenty-first-century perspective monasteries may seem to be marginal or peripheral institutions. Yet if we seek to understand the medieval mind-set we must realise that religious houses – communities of men or women who spent much of their lives in prayer – were central to the social makeup of the Middle Ages. Kings, queens, noble men and women, knights and churchmen, channelled their resources into founding and maintaining monks and nuns in their way of life. Why did they do so? What function did religious men and women have within the medieval scheme of things? One twelfth-century writer called monasteries ‘citadels of the Lord’. What are the implications of this military metaphor? We will discuss these questions – and more – as we look at the often spectacular physical legacy of monastic buildings in the landscape. We’ll look at the research project ‘Monastic Wales (www.monasticwales.org) to think about some of these issues. You may choose to so your first assignment based on this project.
4. Saints, shrines, miracles and pilgrims
a)An introduction 

Power can be about controlling what people believed, and this could determine how they behaved and how they acted in relation to one another as well as to God. This session will bring together a number of these themes. To medieval people the saints were a very real presence. They were not simply holy men and women who lived and died a long time ago. They were people to whom prayers could be made, beings who could act as intermediaries between them and God. They could reward devotion, heal the sick, grant favours – but they could also punish sins and wreak vengeance. Devotion to the saints was a part of medieval culture. One outcome of this relates to an earlier theme: travel, that is, pilgrimage to the shrine of a saint. Although we might think of this simply as a religious, or devotional, practice, it could be highly political or be an exercise in power.

b) Miracles and Saint-making in Medieval Swansea: the case of William Cragh 

In this session we will continue looking at miracles by examining one in particular: the case of William Cragh (or ‘the Scabby!). An inhabitant of medieval Swansea, he was hanged twice for attacking a local castle belonging to his Anglo-Norman overlord and killing thirteen men. However, before he was buried he apparently returned to life, a miracle which was attributed to Thomas Cantilupe, a former bishop of Hereford. We have a wonderful resource to study the story through in the form of nine witness testimonies which were recorded as part of Thomas’s canonisation hearing and which are preserved in a manuscript in the Vatican Library. The testimonies have been translated and made into a digital edition which forms part of the website for the research project ‘City Witness: Place and Perspective in Medieval Swansea’. By using this digital resource we will explore the circumstances of the events surrounding the so-called miracle, and further examine the nature of popular devotional practices in the Middle Ages. You may if you wish write your first assignment based on this website.

5. Those who write

In the Middle Ages, as today, people wrote history, or recorded the past, for a variety of reasons. Mediæval writers might say that they aim to ‘record the truth’ (or some version of this phrase) but they often had other motives for writing, which affected how they represented the past. These might be didactic (to teach of inform or educate) or political (to legitimize a regime, or seizure of power) or religious/ cultural (the promotion of a particular saint’s cult, for instance) or legal (to lay claim to lands and rights and privileges). The writing of history could take a number of forms: annals, chronicles, narrative histories, even saints’ lives. Their compilers put them together the way they did with their own agendas, and part of the task of the medievalist is to understand how these agendas affected how the past was represented.

In this session, we will be exploring the kind of medieval people who wrote history, starting with monks. In the early Middle Ages historical writing was the preserve of monks, and indeed they continued to be important in this respect throughout the Middle Ages. We begin by asking why monks especially were equipped to record the past. Using a range of written texts we explore the difference between annals and chronicles (such as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle), and histories (like William of Malmesbury’s Gesta Regum Anglorum).  We will focus on 
· The Dunstable Annals, produced for the Augustinian priory in medieval Dunstable, and detail turbulent thirteenth-century politics from King John to Edward I. Alongside these matters of national importance, we are treated to insights into the daily life of a monastic house – in particular what happens when the beer runs out! 
· Coggeshall Abbey chronicle – a much more detailed historical account including the recording of eyewitnesses to the events of Third Crusade, the kidnap and ransom of King Richard and his death. The chronicle is also a valuable resource for the development of the Cistercian Order, and we will trace the development of a corporate approach to history through its pages.
We will then look at one secular churchman, Gerald of Wales, whose writing combines observations of the natural and supernatural world around him. Often cited as the founder of realistic observation and ethnography, we will ask how far Gerald deserves this accolade.
Key issues, such as purpose, patronage, audience and bias will be considered. Such notions are vital if we are to try to understand the various ways in which the past was represented during the Middle Ages.
6. Learning from pictures: text and image in medieval manuscripts 

The Middle Ages enjoyed a rich visual culture in the form of what is known today as ‘public art’. Visual arts and visual images in different forms were open to everyone, and medieval culture developed a visual language. The authority of this visual language was rooted in the Bible, and the Church used images – the language of the visual arts – as a means of instruction and, through the visual arts, exercised its spiritual lordship and authority. But spiritual and religious culture did not remain static during the Middle Ages, and the lectures and seminars for this part of the module explore changes and developments in imagery to show how the visual arts for us serve as a mirror of change within medieval culture. Although medieval visual imagery was drawn from the narratives of the Bible, other texts had an authority that rivalled that of the gospels and contributed much to the visual culture of the Middle Ages. Narratives of this kind and the imagery that grew out of them were eliminated by the Reformation, but remain distinctive features of the Middle Ages and for us help to characterize medieval culture.

7. From School to University: Learning in the Middle Ages 
In this session we will investigate the development of learning in the Middle Ages. Beginning with the schooling provided by local monasteries, we will move on to examine the foundation of the first universities in Europe and the long term impacts this had in other areas of medieval European society. In preparation for this session you will be expected to look at the Historia Calamitatum by Peter Abelard. It is the very colourful story of a man who lived through the early transition from schools to the university system, telling of the trials and tribulations of a twelfth-century scholar and the disastrous consequences of his love affairs. From this we will gain an understanding of the role of learning and the newly emergent social group of scholars in wider society, in particular the Dominican Friars and the renowned figure of Thomas Aquinas.
8. Those who fight
Violence in the Middle Ages: Crusades and chansons

Many people associate the Middle Ages with violence of one type or another. In this first session we will be examining the ‘Song of Roland’ a ‘Chanson de Geste’ or epic poem which was very popular in medieval Europe. Through its pages we will examine medieval attitudes towards violence and its ‘romanticisation’ in this period, considering the extent to which it glorifies war, celebrates chivalry, and the role of religion in conflict.

In part two of our examination of violence in the Middle Ages, we turn to look at the new phenomenon now known as the crusades. Beginning with the origin of the movement as a supposed solution to the excess violent behaviour rife in medieval Europe, we will move on to look at the development of the crusading ideal and how violence has been represented in historical writing of the period.

9. The Marvellous Middle Ages
There are many things that people in the Middle Ages considered marvellous – from the weather, God’s intervention in warfare, and manuscript margins, to the intercession of saints. In this session we will consider the medieval world view further, looking in particular at the works of Gerlad of Wales and his writing on Wales and Ireland.

10. The Deadly Middle Ages 

In this session we will examine the experience of death in medieval England. In particular, we will look at what happened after you died in medieval England, the impact of death on the individual, family and community, and the impact of the Black Death. Along the way we will discuss sin and the contemptus mundi tradition, the ars moriendi and ‘learning to die’, burials, funeral services and the Office of the Dead, and, of course, the Danse Macabre.
ASSESSMENTS

The assessment for the module comprises:

a) Portfolio containing two exercises of 1000 words each (each worth 25% of the final module mark)

EXERCISE 1

Answer one of the following questions:

EITHER 

Using the Swansea ‘City Witness’ website (www.medievalswansea.ac.uk) choose ONE witness and answer the following questions:

1. What was the occupation and social status of your chosen witness?

2. What is her/his relationship to the ‘hanged man’?

3. What was his/her involvement in the events surrounding the miracle?

4. How did (s)he use the space in medieval Swansea?

5. How valuable do you think her/his testimony is?

OR 

Using the ‘Monastic Wales’ website (www.monasticwales.org) choose ONE monastery and answer the following questions:

1 To what order did it belong, and what do you understand by ‘order’?

2 Who founded it?

3 Are there any indications of why it was founded?

4 What is the significance of its location?

5 Discuss the significance of any of the recorded events in its history.

EXERCISE 2 

Answer one of the following questions.
EITHER: Write a commentary on an image (suggested: Morgan MS M.729 fol. 345v, below), drawing attention to features of style, content, and symbolism. What scene or narrative is the artist representing here? How does (s)he represent it?
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OR: Write a commentary on the following extract from the Chronicon Anglicanum, drawing attention to what the content reveals about the interest of the author and intended audience:

1207. Lord Thomas, fifth abbot of Coggeshall, died; he was succeeded by Lord Ralph, monk of the same place, who wrote this chronicle from the capture of the Holy Cross [1187] up until the eleventh year of King Henry III, son of King John, and took pains to write down faithfully certain visions which he had heard from venerable men, to the great edification of many people. ¶ Master Stephen Langton was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury by Pope Innocent. The convent of Canterbury was expelled by King John, and all the possessions of that church were confiscated. ¶ Henry the eldest son of King John, by his queen, the daughter of the count of Angoulême, was born.

1208. The whole of England and Wales was placed under a general interdict. The day before the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary [24 March] the estates, the incomes and the moveables of the clergy and monks were confiscated. ¶ The king of England sent to Rome and promised to make satisfaction in all matters to God and holy church and to the lord pope; but he did not keep it in any way.

1209. Richard, the king’s second son was born. Henry, Duke of Saxony, brother of the Emperor Otto, came to England.¶ At mid-Lent at midday, with the sun in the east, an extraordinary battle of the clouds with the sun took place, and lasted beyond the first hour of the day. ¶ The queen was confined at Devizes. King John ordered that the houses of the bishops who were executors of the interdict should be demolished, the woods cut down, the fishponds destroyed. Otto was consecrated emperor by Pope Innocent.

1210. King John imposed a very heavy tax generally on all the religious houses of the whole of England; but he oppressed the Cistercians particularly greatly, and did not give permission for the abbots to go to the annual chapter of Citeaux. ¶ Irreconcilable discord arose between the lord pope and the emperor, Otto. ¶ The king led an army to Ireland; he expelled Hugh de Lacy from Ireland, and received the surrender of the whole of Ireland. ¶ Again the archbishop was called to Canterbury; but he did not come very far because he had not received adequate safe conduct, which the king had promised him. ¶ Again a battle of clouds around the sun appeared in the morning. ¶ William de Braose fled from England; his wife and sons were killed at Windsor castle.

1211. Emperor Otto and the king of England were excommunicated. All bishops and clerks who were active overseas were recalled by a public edict in the shires. ¶ John, count of Brienne was crowned king of Jerusalem at Tyre.

1212. The son of the king of Scots was knighted at London. ¶ The king again found fault with the Cistercians, because the count of Toulouse had been brought down with their advice and assistance; he had married his [John’s] sister Joanna; the king demanded twenty-two thousand pounds compensation for her loss.
Exercise 1 and 2 together are worth 50% of the final module mark
EXERCISE THREE
Write one essay of 2000 words chosen from the following list.

The essay is worth 50% of the final module mark

1 Discuss the main developments in the status and function of the mediæval papacy to the end of the pontificate of Innocent III (1216).

2 How far did education in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries have any practical applications in mediæval society?

3 What insights into mediæval society can we gain from the works of Gerald of Wales?

4 Why did monks write historical narratives in the Middle Ages?

5 To what extent was the concept of chivalry a political tool for mediæval monarchs?

6 Was death celebrated or feared in the Middle Ages?

7 To what extent were the crusades a novel concept?
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· Consider the basic provenance of the source/document 

· Be aware of wider conceptual questions regarding source material and survival

· Place the source/document within a wider historical context

· Evaluate the meaning and significance of source/ document

· Show familiarity with the historiography, where appropriate

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar

In a Level 4 book review we expect you to:

· Place text within its wider historiographical context (that is, think about how it relates to other scholarship in the field)

· Discern both strengths and weaknesses of the text

· Display a knowledge of the topic

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar

· Follow established scholarly conventions on references and bibliography
In a Level 4 essay we expect you to:

· Display a knowledge of the subject

· Engage with the question, avoiding description

· Show some familiarity with the historiography and source materials where appropriate

· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar

· Follow established scholarly conventions on referencing and bibliography
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Do not copy from sources – even a friend’s work. This is plagiarism, and you will be penalised – not only will you not learn anything, but it’s a form of theft. Similarly, do not be tempted by any AI ‘solution’: AI is not an alternative to actual thinking. Do, however, quote from sources.

A guide to references/bibliography is on the next page.
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Marking Criteria for the Assessment of Written Work

With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity, but here are some indicators, which will help you to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)
Of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:

· a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality

· a sophisticated awareness of the dimensions of archaeological and theoretical debate

· a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 

· a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality

· a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality

· based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials

· written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 

· presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing
FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80)
Of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

· a clear and sharp focus upon the question

· a sophisticated awareness of the dimensions of archaeological and theoretical debate

· a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 

· a highly cogent and structured argument

· a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality

· based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials

· written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 

· presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. It is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:

· a clear focus upon the question

· an awareness of the theoretical dimensions of the debate

· a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps

· a well developed and solidly structured argument

· a good and thoughtful analysis 

· based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials

· written with clarity and accuracy.

· presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)
Of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  It displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:

· some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused

· some grasp of the archaeological and theoretical dimensions of the debate 

· a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations

· a reasonable level of argument 

· some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative

· some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography

· written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.

· presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.

THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)
Of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. It is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:

· limited understanding of and focus upon the question 

· lacks structure and a sustained argument

· some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations

· tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis

· limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature

· some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography

· limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAILURE (marks of 39 and below)
This is unsatisfactory. It may display some Third Class characteristics but not in a sustained or significant amount. 

· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it

· Lacks structure and argument

· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic

· Descriptive and narrative in structure

· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature

· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.

· Weak writing style.


