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	Second Marker’s General Comments and Original Mark


A fantastic foray into the landscape of sound and technology, James has demonstrated a sound understanding of the subject area and provided a vigorous report covering the topic. 
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	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	1.Engagement with Literature Skills
	
	
	
	

	Introduction
	/5
	/5
	/5
	4/5

	Literature Review
	/20
	/35
	/20
	13/15

	Comments:
	



		



	The introduction effectively sets the scene, explaining the prevalence of home studios and the risk of duration-based hearing damage. It clearly states the aim and objectives in a coherent narrative style, though it could be more concise to avoid some repetition of background details.



	



		



	The literature review is comprehensive, covering sound fundamentals, human ear anatomy, weighted SPLs, noise pollution impacts, exposure limits, and relevant technologies. It makes excellent use of numeric referencing and shows breadth of reading. However, while it summarises existing work effectively, it could engage more critically by contrasting methodologies or highlighting gaps in prior studies.












	 
	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
	
	
	
	

	Methodology
	/5
	/5
	/5
	5/5

	Survey Design
	/15
	 -
	 -
	 -

	Requirements/Design
	 -
	 -
	 -
	5/5

	Comments:

	



	The report provides a well-justified mixed-methods approach, articulating both positivist and interpretivist philosophies and explaining research strategies such as literature review, software development and case study . Ethical considerations and validity/reliability discussions are thorough and align with handbook's expectations for methodology.



Requirements are clearly articulated via a MoSCoW analysis, and system design decisions are underpinned by justification for hardware and software choices. The use of use-case diagrams, block diagrams and flowcharts follows the handbook’s modelling guidance. Wireframes and 3D digital models further strengthen the design rationale.



	 
	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
	
	
	
	

	Results & Discussions
	/25
	/25
	/25
	22/25

	Conclusions and Recommendations 
	/10
	/10
	/10
	10/10

	Comments:
	



	The testing chapter presents calibration, rapid-change and longevity tests alongside user trials. Results are interpreted clearly and linked back to methodology (e.g. microphone SNR limitation and software workaround), although the discussion could more explicitly relate some findings to the literature on sampling and buffering strategies 



	



		



	The conclusions chapter effectively summarises achievements against aims and objectives, discusses successes and limitations, and provides well-justified recommendations for future development (wearables, VST integration, commercialisation). It ties directly back to the introduction and literature review, fulfilling the handbook’s guidance for conclusions and future work. 







	 
	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	4. Practical Skills
	
	
	
	

	Development
	 -
	 -
	 -
	13/15

	Experimental Design
	 -
	 -
	/15
	 -

	Comments:

	



	The student demonstrates strong practical skills in integrating hardware and software, soldering the MEMS microphone, programming the ESP32, and developing a Python GUI. Calibration and testing procedures are rigorous. Some responsiveness issues in handling rapid sound spikes were identified and partially addressed, but could be further refined in future iterations.














	 
	Survey
	Review
	Experiment
	Development

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice
	
	
	
	

	Reflection
	/10
	/10
	/10
	10/10

	Quality of Report
	/10
	/10
	/10
	9/10

	Comments:

	



	The reflective chapter provides insightful commentary on both technical learning (electronics, soldering, AI‐assisted development) and ‘soft’ skills (time prioritisation, ethical testing). There is clear evidence of critical self-evaluation and linkage to future personal development, meeting requirements for reflection.



	



	The report is well-structured, with appropriate chapter headings, figures and tables correctly numbered and captioned. Spelling, UK English grammar and presentation conform to handbook style requirements. Minor improvements could include a more concise introduction and inclusion of a brief user-guide or tutorial as suggested by testers.










