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AHAC6007 – Museums, Heritage and Representation
Using an example of your choice discuss the issues that arise in the presentation of a site or collection which could be termed ‘difficult heritage’.

I am going to discuss the issues that arise in the presentation of the Confederate monuments in the United States of America which could be termed ‘difficult heritage’. I will give background information about the Civil War and its aftermath to put my discussion of the issues into context. I will then discuss the issues that arise in the presentation of confederate monuments using the case studies of the Robert E. Lee Sculpture in Virginia and the Confederate Soldiers Monument in North Carolina. 

What was the American Civil War? 
[image: ]The American Civil War lasted from 1861 to 1865. The slave trade in America was already in existence long before the start of the Civil War (McPherson, 2002:8). Slavery can be described as “ownership of a human being by another” (McPherson, 2002:12). Its origins are dated to when America was a British colony. The British brought slaves from Africa and sold them to the Southern states to work mainly in agriculture on what were called plantations (McPherson, 2002:8). Slaves would work for little or no money, were not allowed to own any property and in some cases had their children taken away from them and sold on to other plantation owners amongst other limitations (McPherson, 2002:12). When America gained independence from the British it was apparent that the Southern states relied on the plantations to maintain a healthy economy. Due to this part of the American Constitution protected the plantation owners and their rights to own slaves as the slave owners of the South refused to agree to the Constitution so compromises had to be made. However, moving into the 19th century many Northern states were firmly against slavery and tensions heightened over a difference of opinion between the North and the South (McPherson, 2002:8). This is evident in 1808 when the importation of slaves into America was banned although some illegally brought slaves into the country. With the ban in place the slaves that were already in plantations became more valuable and therefore the economy relied on the many generations of slaves born on these plantations (McPherson, 2002:12). 

Abraham Lincoln was elected as president in 1860. One of his main goals was to prevent slavery from being expanded. However, the Southern slave owners were cautious of Lincoln due to the possibility of his goal leading to slavery being abolished (McPherson, 2002:8). Before Lincoln was inaugurated seven states chose to leave the United States also called the Union (McPherson, 2002:10). The Union before the Civil War was made up of all the existing states but once the Southern states left the Union it was comprised of only the Northern States with Abraham Lincoln as the president of the Union (McPherson, 2002:8). The Southern states formed their own country called the Confederate States of America electing Jefferson Davis as their first president (McPherson, 2002:10) who himself was a plantation owner from Mississippi (McPherson, 2002:14). When looking at the lead up to the war Abraham Lincoln was thought to be leading to war not just due to slavery but also to keep the Union which included the Southern states together. However, the Southern states were fighting to keep their way of life from being controlled by the North (McPherson, 2002:10). Many of the Southern states thought that they were helping the slaves by providing them with a better life than what they had experienced in ‘primitive’ Africa. It was thought by some in the Northern states that the slaves were treated badly in the South and that there should be a strive for equality. However, in the South there was by some an understanding that the slaves were at least able to work and not live in poverty as they would in the North where there were little jobs for slaves (McPherson, 2002:12). The Civil War ended in victory for the North with General Robert E. Lee surrendering on the 9th April 1865 (McPherson, 2002:3).Figure 1: Monument of Abraham Lincoln in Washington D.C.
Source: R Hunt, Washington D.C., 2017 


After the Civil War
The move from slavery to liberation was in turn to shape American society from the end of the Civil War through to modern day and continues today (Savage, 1997:3). After the Civil War slavery was abolished and around 4 million slaves were freed. Although, many slaves were drafted to fight in the war and were part of the half a million soldiers that were killed. With the defeat of the Confederates it could be expected that there would be a shift in thinking across America. However, the war did not end the issues regarding race in America but moved them into new territory. Before the freeing of the slaves there was a clear hierarchy between slaves and those who owned slaves. After the liberation and the strive for democracy both slaves and slave owners were according to equality on the same social level (Savage, 1997:3). There were various riots in the aftermath of the Civil War such as the by Klu Klux Klan (Gilje, 1996:94). However, there were also riots from African Americans which caused fear and further tension in the South (Gilje, 1996:95). Furthermore, African Americans continued to face discrimination in the forms of lynching and were punished differently from their white counterparts. At the end of the 19th century the Jim Crow laws were introduced which segregated African Americans from Whites in areas such as the military and education (Gilje, 1996:108). 

Confederate monument building after the Civil War
Confederate monuments were erected only a few years after the end of the war and have been created as late as the 1980s. Many of the monuments that were erected not long after the war were spearheaded by women in groups such as the Ladies Memorial Association and United Daughters of the Confederacy (Winberry, 1983:112). The first confederate monument was built in June 1867 in South Carolina which was one of the former confederate states (Winberry, 1983:114). Also, in the early 1900s many Confederate soldiers were aging and there was a fear by many in the South that their memory would be forgotten which sparked many Confederate monuments appearing in the early 20th century (Winberry, 1983:115). It was not until the 19th century that monuments became popular in the United States and started to appear in various public areas. The Civil War promoted the most monuments in the history of monument production in America (Savage, 1997:3).

[image: Durham confederate statue.jpg][image: https://static01.nyt.com/images/2017/08/16/arts/16HISTORY4/16HISTORY4-articleLarge.jpg?quality=75&auto=webp&disable=upscale]One example of a confederate monument is the Robert Edward Lee Sculpture in Charlottesville, Virginia. The Bronze sculpture features its namesake Robert E. Lee who was a high-ranking member of the Confederacy. The statue was commissioned by the National Sculpture Society led by Paul Goodloe McIntire. McIntire chose Henry Shrady who died before the project was completed and then Leo Lentelli to complete the project. The statue is made from bronze and is placed upon a granite pedestal. It was unveiled and dedicated on 21st May 1924 almost fifty years after the end of the Civil War (Virginia Department of Historic Resources, n.d.). Figure 2: Monument of Robert E. Lee in Virginia
Source: New York Times, 2017.


A further example is the Confederate Soldiers Monument in Durham, North Carolina. The was made by the McNeel Marbel Company and is made from bronze and stands upon a granite tower. It was partly funded by the United Daughters of the Confederacy among others. The monument was dedicated on May 10th 1924 (Documenting the South, n.d.)Figure 3: Confederate Soldiers Monument in North Carolina
Source: Wikipedia, n.d.

The Robert Edward Lee Sculpture and the Confederate Soldiers Monument as well as all other Confederate monuments across the United States are considered by some as sites of difficult heritage. It is important to think about what heritage sites are and what difficult heritage is. Heritage sites are places or objects which are classed as being part of history that should be remembered or hold an historic value. Difficult heritage sites could be considered as places or objects which do not hold positive connotations or do not bring fond memories to certain individuals or groups. Difficult heritage can invoke many emotions and can cause conflict and create or worsen already present social divisions (Macdonald, 2009:1).
[image: https://static01.nyt.com/images/2017/08/14/us/14charlottesvilleroundup-6/14charlottesvilleroundup-6-superJumbo.jpg?quality=75&auto=webp&disable=upscale]










Figure 3: Police protect the Robert E. Lee Sculpture in Charlottesville
Source: New York Times, 2017



This is apparent by the ‘Unite the Right’ white nationalist rally that took place in Charlottesville, South Carolina in August 2017. The rally was led by those who opposed the plans to remove the Robert Edward Lee Sculpture from the public space in which it stands. This followed previous protests by white nationalist in May 2017 and by the Klu Klux Klan in July 2017. During this rally a car drove into a group of counter-protestors which killed one person and injured 34 people over the 2-day rally. The tension was further heightened by the response from President Donald Trump who claimed that blame for the violence of the rally should be placed on both sides. President Trump then went to states that racism within the United States is evil but did not single out any white supremacy groups which could by some be a contradiction which in turn creates confusion on the President’s standpoint on racism. If there is confusion or disregard from the leader of the United States then this could influence race relations across the country which are already fragile. This is further suggested by the Southern Poverty Law Centre which state that cases of right-wing extremism and white nationalism are on the rise. Also, the events in Charlottesville are thought to have spurred other white supremacy groups who plan to hold their own rallies across the country forcing police departments to take early action (Astor et al, 2017).
[image: https://static01.nyt.com/images/2017/08/16/us/16durham2/16durham2-articleLarge.jpg?quality=90&auto=webp]

 






Figure 4: Protesters kick the fallen Confederate Soldiers Monument in Durham, North Carolina
Source: New York Times, 2017




The rally in Charlottesville inspired further violence across America which was evident in the protests in Durham, North Carolina. The protest originally took place to supports the victims of the rally in Charlottesville however the protest became violence and several liberal protestors were arrested for their involvement in the removal of the Confederate Soldiers Monument. Protestors attached straps to the monument then pulled it to the ground which led many to cheer and chant ‘No Trump’ and ‘No KKK’. Some protestors proceeded to kick the fallen monument which can be seen in figure 4. One protestor was an African American university student who was later arrested who said that she took part in the protests because she was did not want to live her life in fear of white supremacy which is still a large issue for African Americans over 100 years after the abolishment of slavery (Katz, 2017). 

It is important to note that the term difficult heritage and what constitutes difficult heritage is not something that is static. Due to the constant changing attitudes of society whether in what could be considered progressive or repressive instances mean that attitudes towards past shared histories are constantly evolving (Macdonald, 2009:2). In the past certain things that we consider today like the Confederate monuments may not have been an issue, may have been considered meaningful enough to commemorate or something that should be celebrated. However, for some in the past it may be difficult when the monuments were erected but due to political conditions at the time there was nothing or very little that these groups could do. Also, when thinking about reactions to difficult heritage it is not something that should be considered as universal as individuals or different groups have varying opinions on what to them difficult heritage would be depending on their own personal circumstances (Macdonald, 2009:2). This is linked to the notion of the relationship between how an individual identifies themselves and their memory of past events. People in the present day may identify themselves or be identified by others in a certain way due to their recollection of past issues which could influence their behaviour in the present day (Macdonald, 2009:1). This is evident in the case of Confederate monuments as many if not all African Americans today would be opposed to the monuments due to the suffering of their ancestors through not just the slave trade. I think that with the issue of racism which is so closely linked to the Confederate monuments is still something that plagues modern society. Although slavery has been abolished and segregation has some to an end it means that racism has had to manifest in different ways in modern society. Therefore, there does not seem to be a shift towards one universal way of thinking due to the still apparent divide of those who are discriminated against due to their race and those who discriminate because of race. Until this divide is closed there will always be those who support keeping the Confederate monuments in place and those who oppose the monuments and wish for them to be removed with each side claiming to have valid arguments toward their viewpoint. It could be said that creating a museum or erecting a monument gives the history that it represents legitimacy and therefore legitimising the behaviour it represents (Macdonald. 2009:3).

Those who oppose the monuments and would argue for them to be removed may suggest that the history behind the monuments should be considered regretful or an embarrassment that should not be remembered (Macdonald, 2009:2). Preserving of this heritage as a valuable and important part of a countries shared history is problematic and in some circumstances, is not what should be remembered or celebrated (Macdonald, 2009:1). When monuments are being designed and constructed for public spaces there should be an understanding that their main purpose should be bring everyone together and not cause further division or create conflict (Savage, 1997:4). If the monuments that have been in place for a long period of time like the Confederate monuments then consideration should be taken by governments to determine if the removal of difficult heritage from the landscape to reflect the notion of equality in modern day society which would ultimately remove negative associations with the past or would take a stand against past notions of acceptable behaviour and treatment that has no place today (Macdonald, 2009:2). Also, the confederate monuments that do still stand today could be considered as ignorant and display a lack of compassion towards those who suffered at the hands of those who the monuments are dedicated to (Macdonald, 2009:6). When thinking about who can erect monuments it could be said that only the dominant in society are able to afford or have the position to make these monuments so history which only celebrates the domination which could give a one-sided view of history. When this is the case in public places it could be said that it is controlling what people see and think about the past (Loewen, 1999:197).

After the protest in North Carolina the Democratic governor Roy Cooper aimed to repeal the 2015 state law which protects the Confederate monuments from being torn down which was signed by the previous Republican governor. Cooper suggested that the Confederate monuments if taken down could be placed in museums or placed into sites where they would be historically correct where they could be studied in context. Also, Anna Lopez Brosche a city council member called for the move of the monuments to museums to be used as an educational tool as she had no desire to see the monuments erased from history (Katz, 2017).     There is truth to the statement that most if not all Confederate monuments are not directly in places where in the past people have suffered but are in more populated areas. Therefore, if they are moved into museums then there could be a balance over view of the history of the monuments (Macdonald, 2009:3). It is important to note that a Confederate monument has been successfully taken down and moved to the safekeeping of a museum in Gainesville, Florida (Southern Poverty Law Centre, n.d.). However, there may be some issue in moving monuments when they concern slavery. The Museum of Slavery opened in Virginia in 2007. It proved difficult for the museum to find investors to support the funding of the museum due to the issue being difficult for many in the modern day. This may also be the case for individual objects being moved into local museums (Macdonald, 2009:6).

[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9a/Confederate_Rebel_Flag.svg/950px-Confederate_Rebel_Flag.svg.png]It is not just the Confederate monuments that provide negative emotions from the Civil War. The Confederate flag is still common among white Southerners. It is viewed as part of their history and is still flown by many as it is looked upon with a sense of pride of their past despite its links to the oppression of slaves. Its relevance today is apparent when looking at the killing of nine African American people in a church in Charleston, South Carolina by a member of the white supremacy in June 2015. When an investigation was carried out on the murderer photographs of the individual with a gun and the confederate flag where discovered on his social media account which shows that similar belief systems that drove the Confederate states to carry out atrocities are still apparent today (Southern Poverty Law Centre, n.d.). Also, 40,000 people dress up and re-enact the civil war battles which could be seen as inappropriate due to the negative connotations (McPherson, 2002:4).Figure 5: Confederate flag
Source: Wikipedia, n.d.


There have been many states that have actively chosen to remove monuments such as Memphis which removed a statue of Nathan Bedford Forrest who was a general in the Confederate army and later became a leader of the Klu Klux Klan. Many Southern states have started the process of reflecting on how the Confederacy is represented such as the monuments, street names, names of parks and schools and celebrated state holidays. It should be noted that there are 718 confederate monuments, 109 schools, 80 counties and cities whose names link to the Confederacy, 9 confederate state holidays and 10 Confederate named military bases. Also, 39 of the schools were built between 1950 and 1970 which was the height of the Civil Rights Movement and that 551 monuments were built before 1950 but many were rededicated at later dates which coincided with the Civil Rights Movement, the desegregation of schools and the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr which shows that attitudes towards race have not changed drastically over time. 

The opposing view of the removal of the monuments is that by removing these traces of the Confederacy that it is erasing history and that they should be looked at as heritage and thought of a history rather than hate. Where monuments have not been removed there is a suggestion to add boards of information which provide historical context to the monuments which would aid in the prevention of providing a one-sided view of history (Southern Poverty Law Centre, n.d.). A further argument is that they should be celebrated as the history of the area or country regardless of what that history is (Macdonald. 2009:2). Furthermore, it should be noted that revenue is earned from monuments whether they are in public spaces or in museums as difficult heritage could be tourist destinations that usually aids the economy of the area (Macdonald, 2009:3). Monuments may become a tourist or pilgrimage site for those who want to remember or admire the past. When visiting these sites many take photographs which are uploaded to social media sites. It could be said to be questionable when taking photographs at some sites of difficult heritage such as the Confederate monuments which some find inappropriate due to the negativity surrounding the monuments. However, it is down to the individual to determine their own standpoint (Macdonald, 2009:3). Also, by keeping the monuments in places where many could see them it may be used a way to remind people that the behaviour is part of the past and could be used as an example of how not to treat people (Macdonald, 2009:169). Making sure that the monuments are not destroyed may also be beneficial as an educational tool which would teach children and adults about the strive for equality by the African American slaves and how it was met with resistance (Macdonald, 2009:170). However, when looking the viewpoint of those who would like to protect the monument it is not always as positive as using them for educational or heritage purposes. Due to the ongoing issue of racism some still see African Americans as a lesser race and the Confederate monuments reinforce that in the present day.  To further this the American constitution’s first amendment is the freedom of expression which ensures that every American is entitled to freedom of speech and to hold their own opinions. Some would also argue that we live in an age of political correctness which is removing history and enabling further conflict (Southern Poverty Law Centre, n.d.). 

[image: ]A final issue I would like to discuss is whether the dating of events in history determine how they are thought about in modern society. What constitutes as a recent event is something for the individual to decide. Some say that the events of the World War I and II and the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Centre are recent difficult heritage because the effects that are still being felt by the survivors and families of the second World War and the 9/11 terrorist attack. Therefore, they are ingrained in recent memory there is an obligation to remember and commemorate the past for future generations. However, some may say that the wars occurred tens to a hundred years ago and are to be left in the past. So, when thinking about the Civil War which occurred over 100 years ago some may say that it is in the distant past and should be kept in the past like so much other world history where violence and tragedy occurred that is hardly or not discussed today (Macdonald, 2009:3).Figure 6: World Trade Centre monument
Source: R. Hunt, New York, 2017


In conclusion, the ownership and discrimination of slaves was the catalyst for the American Civil War between the United States and the Confederate States which ended in the freedom of slaves and the strive for equality. Many monuments were erected after the Civil War which commemorated the fallen Confederate soldiers which today is causing conflict and violence due to the uneasy political situation in the United States. Some oppose the removal of statues due to wanting to remember their heritage and others wish for the statues to be removed due to the negative history that is linked to them. Both groups provide arguments but it is unlikely that there will be a resolution for the conflict due to these differences of opinion.  
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