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Assessment 1: Archival Exercise
I have chosen Hampton Court Palace as the focus of this archival exercise for several interconnected reasons. First, the palace offers rich archival potential spanning multiple centuries, particularly the Tudor period, with extensive documentation held in various repositories including The National Archives, the British Library, and Hampton Court's own collections. This abundance of primary sources—ranging from building accounts and household records to correspondence and inventories—will provide substantial opportunity to develop my archival research skills.
Second, my longstanding interest in medieval and Tudor history makes Hampton Court an ideal subject for sustaining the engagement required for thorough archival work. The palace's association with Henry VIII and subsequent monarchs positions it at the intersection of architectural, political, and social history, allowing me to explore diverse types of archival materials beyond a single narrow focus.
Finally, my personal connection to the site enhances my motivation for this project. Having lived in England and developed an appreciation for historic palaces, I bring both familiarity with the cultural context and genuine enthusiasm to the research process. This combination of accessibility to relevant archives, alignment with my academic interests, and personal investment makes Hampton Court Palace a practical and engaging choice for developing competency in locating, accessing, and analyzing unpublished archival materials.

LIST of Archival sources and unpublished materials
HM Tower of London
Hampton Court Palace drawings. EH/HCP. 3257. (1852-1984). Historic Royal Palaces Architectural Drawings Collection Archive 1. 4B The Casemates, Tower of London, United Kingdom. 
A repository holding 30,000 approx. drawings of the Palace, particularly interesting to learn more about its construction, building’s details, and renovations through the years.

Sir John Soane’s Museum London
SM, volume 110/6. Preliminary design for the main west front to the Privy Court2 (The Grand Front). English Baroque Drawings: architecture, sculpture and garden design. Hampton Court Palace. Grand Project 1 ( March 1689) Sir John Soane’s Museum Collection Online
Sir John Soane's collection comprises approximately 30,000 drawings related to architecture, design, and topography, serving as a crucial resource for scholars globally. It was the pioneering collection by an architect aimed at preserving exemplary design for future professionals in the field. This was achieved by gathering surviving works of great Renaissance masters and prominent British architects from the 17th and 18th centuries.

Lambeth Palace Library
Lambeth Palace Library Collection of Manuscripts 3. 1740. Lambeth Palace Library. London,  United Kingdom.
It contains ecclesiastical record for The Chapel Royal at Hampton Court Palace, in addition to correspondence from church officials. Only a few pictures and correspondence is available to view online. The correspondence from church officials could reveal insights into the religious culture of the court, the monarch's personal devotions, and how religion intersected with political life. This is particularly significant given that English monarchs were (and are) Supreme Governor of the Church of England. Similarly, Church officials' correspondence often extends beyond purely religious matters. These letters might discuss court politics, patronage networks, relationships between church and crown, or even gossip that provides context for understanding life at Hampton Court.

The National Archives
The Ordinances of Eltham, January 1526. Sources 1, 2, and 3. SP 2/B – Transcripts and simplified transcripts 4. The National Archives, Kew, United Kingdom. 
The Eltham Ordinances provide valuable insight into the court life of the Tudor period, particularly regarding the individuals in the King’s inner circle. These ordinances were implemented at Hampton Court Palace, reinforcing the monarch's authority by surrounding the King with nobility and establishing strict regulations concerning who was permitted in his proximity. These Ordinances also allowed the King to regulate the music played at the Chapel Royal. Thus giving us a glimpse into the social aspects of the everyday Castle’s life for the monarch and his court.

Lord Chamberlain’s Papers, from 1483-2000. 14 series 5. The National Archives, Kew, United Kingdom. 
A collection of records of the Royal Household pertaining to the administration of the household, events held at Hampton Court both in a ceremonial manner and a social manner, including plays. Another source which offers a glimpse into court life at Hampton Court Palace. 

Royal Institute if British Architects ( RIBA) Collections
Vol. 215, no. 41, 2020 Oct. 7, p. 76-83. 2020. The last royal hall. Hampton Court Palace, Surrey, part I: in the care of Historic Royal Palaces 6. 
Vol. 37, p. 11-19. 2014. Works to the Great Hall and new understanding at Hampton Court Palace; Architects for restorations: Martin Ashley Architects. Association for Studies in the Conservation of Historic Buildings. 
This Collection holds architectural plans and designs form Hampton Court. The collection contains original architectural plans and designs, providing direct access to how the palace was conceived, modified, and constructed across different periods. These aren't interpretations or descriptions—they're the actual working documents architects used. Hampton Court experienced significant changes, especially during the reigns of Henry VIII and William III, which included Christopher Wren's baroque enhancements. The RIBA plans can illuminate the architectural decision-making process, illustrating the proposals versus the final constructions, and elucidating the reasons behind specific design choices.

The Royal Collection
RCIN 1046, The story of Abraham Series 7. 1540-43. King’s Great Bedchamber. Hampton Court Palace. The Royal Collection. The Royal Collection Trust. United Kingdom. 
This repository contains a vast number of works of art and furnishings displayed at Hampton Court Palace, including the tapestries of the Story of Abraham, attributed to Pieter Coeck Van Aelst (1502-50), currently on displayed in the Great Hall. This item is particularly significant if we consider Henry VIII’s break from Rome in 1530 and his wish to legitimize himself as Head of the English Church at the time. 

This archival research assignment on Hampton Court has provided valuable insight into the palace's historical documentation and material culture. Through examination of SM, volume 110/6 (Soane’s Museum) I was able to learn that the architect included in the design of the Grand Front of the palace 36 feet high Corinthian columns similar to those in St Paul’s Cathedral. While conducting this research from the United States necessitated reliance on digitized materials, this experience has highlighted both the value and limitations of online archives. Although digital access enabled this study, physical examination of original documents would allow for observation of material details—such as watermarks, marginalia, paper quality, and binding—that often escape digitization but can provide crucial historical context.
Future archival work would benefit from deeper investigation into Henry VIII's architectural patronage, particularly the design and construction of the Great Hall, which remains one of Hampton Court's most impressive surviving features. Given Henry VIII's well-documented interest in architecture and his competitive relationship with other European monarchs, it would be productive to explore potential continental influences on his building programs. Comparative research examining architectural plans, correspondence, and financial accounts from contemporary French and Italian courts—particularly François I's Fontainebleau and Chambord—could reveal whether Henry drew inspiration from these models. Additionally, the Tudor royal building accounts and correspondence preserved in The National Archives, as well as any extant design drawings or surveys from the period, would offer valuable evidence about the Great Hall's conception and execution.

Footnotes:
1. Architectural drawings | Historic Royal Palaces
2. https://collections.soane.org/OBJECT329
3. https://images.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/luna/servlet/view/search?search=Submit&cat=0&q=hampton+court&dateRangeStart=&dateRangeEnd=&sort=creator%2Ctype%2Cdate%2Ctitle
4. Henry VIII court rules - source 1a - The National Archives
5. https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/results/r?_q=lord+chamberlain%27s+papers&_p=1400&Refine+dates=Refine
6. https://riba.sirsidynix.net.uk/uhtbin/cgisirsi/?ps=FnpkrfNpvs/MAIN_CAT/X/123
 or https://riba.sirsidynix.net.uk/uhtbin/cgisirsi/?ps=OTqv61vJEj/MAIN_CAT/X/9
7. RCIN 1046 - The Story of Abraham Series
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