Common mistakes with Roman Britain essays 2015

First, remember the marking criteria:
· The aim is to learn how to write an analytical essay.
· In other words, you want to argue something, you have a problem that needs to be analysed. Try to convince your reader, based on ancient evidence and including discussion of up-to-date modern scholarship.
· Focus on what is relevant / Avoid descriptive sections in your essay.
· Throughout your essay, focus on analysing the essay question
· You need a good and logical structure
· Don’t forget to have a good Conclusion
· Follow marking criteria regarding presentation, guidelines (Referencing Guide), etc.
· In the marking criteria and in the Rubrics on Turnitin you find for example the following criteria (try to aspire to those as much as possible; you will not be expected to excel in all of them at level 5 or 6) 
· S1: the work makes reference to all relevant materials… including complementary evidence
· MS1: awareness of scholarly developments over time; up-to-date scholarship
· S2: detailed discussion of all source material in support of argument/analysis
· MS2: detailed discussion of all relevant scholarship in support of argument/analysis
· S3: critical in-depth discussion of all relevant sources and material;
· MS3: consistently critical attitude to scholarship; engaged and informed discussion of relevant debates and schools of thought; clear and relevant engagement with theoretical approaches and models…
· Argument: present a clear and coherent position that is independently and logically developed on the basis of the material and taking in to account modern scholarship.
· Structure: introduction; sufficient guidance to the reader; clear and coherent structure throughout which supports the argument; conclusion: states the outcome of the work and concludes the argument
· Relevance: the work clearly and specifically related throughout to the title of the work; no digressions; no inclusion of irrelevant or tangential materia;
· Analytical: well thought out and justified methodological approach; representing an in-depth evaluation of the issues and material under discussion
· Referencing: consisting referencing at all relevant points throughout the work, including comparative material where necessary;
· RCWS: excellent clarity; allowing the reader to focus on content, achieves stylistic excellence; no proof reading errors; achieving a tone appropriate for the type of communication (e.g. academic essay)
· Guideline: adheres to the subject referencing guidelines, etc.
Some of the main problem with many essays:
· Discussion is vague – not much engagement with ancient source and modern scholarship.
· Throughout, try to be more critical. 
· For example: Look at diverging views in modern scholarship on how to interpret a particular piece of ancient evidence/source. 
· Do not just paraphrase passages from the same author over and over again (like having an entire section on Iron Age coinage just “copied” from Creighton’s book); you need to engage with controversies and with a variety of ancient sources.
· It is important to start with a good Introduction.
· Do not just repeat or paraphrase the essay question.
· First, problematise the question; why is there a problem or a controversy?
· Don’t just mention some modern scholars you are going to use, but discuss diverging views/interpretations in modern scholarship.
This will help you to make your essay more analytical: you point to controversies that you will also be re-assessing and analysing in your essay.
· Hence, based on the controversies in ancient and modern sources, show the objectives and aims of your essay:
What do you want to show?
How do you want to show it?
And what ancient sources/evidence is available for your study?
· Also, can you work out criteria? For example, if you are discussing certain terms – like issues relating to terms, such as ‘urbanisation’, ‘tribe’, ‘state’, ‘resistance’, ‘Romanisation’, etc. – try to work out certain criteria that you will be analysing in your essay: this will help you to structure your essay and to make it more analytical
· Focus on what is relevant
· Some aspects do not appear relevant to your essay.
If you think that something is relevant, then you might have to re-write a particular sentence or section.  Explain to the reader why something is important for your argument.
· But if something is not important, then just leave it out.
Be analytical
· You need to argue something, and you need lots of evidence to support your arguments.
· State clearly where the problem is that you are discussing in your essay, and try to analyse the evidence in-depth and critically.
· Essential: Critical engagement with modern scholarship and discussing ancient evidence
· For example: If you describe what Tacitus says, try to use it as support to your argument, not just to tell a story. And contrast a passage from Tacitus with complementary sources and also engage critically with modern scholars and how they have interpreted this passage.
· Keep focused on your arguments throughout the essay.
Bibliography
· You need a good selection of important works on the topic: 3-4 books are certainly not acceptable.
· Please follow AHA or Classics Referencing Guide
· Follow it as closely as possible;
· Above all, try to be consistent throughout your bibliography
· Remember to mention the place name where books were published (and not the county or country).
· Try to avoid Internet sources unless absolutely necessary
· Focus on academic works and avoid popular publications (notably BBC documentaries, etc.)
· Remember that you need a section on ancient sources and on modern scholarship
· Check for typos and punctuation in your bibliography
· No bullet points or numbering please in your bibliography; it is not common in academic work
Referencing/Footnotes:
· You need a footnote/reference for every major statement you are making in your essay, probably for every other sentence in average.
· In a footnote, you can put as much information as you like,
but remember the Referencing Guide: we just put “author and year” in a footnote, plus the page number. The full reference for an article or book appears in the Bibliography
· Also, remember how to abbreviate ancient sources, like literary texts and inscriptions (see for example, the Oxford Classical Dictionary for standard abbreviations -  available online)
· Furthermore, please remember: When you cite a particular ancient/modern author, then a reference to his work must also appear in the footnote (even if you got the information from another book!): i.e. if you refer to something Caesar said, there must be a reference to Caesar’s Gallic Wars and not just to a modern scholar.
· Try not to cite the same author over and over again; this looks like you are just paraphrasing from the same book, rather than engaging with different scholars and ancient sources/evidence
Writing/Spelling:
· Please proofread your essay before you submit it. Word should also pick up most spelling mistakes (but be aware of Word’s “Auto-Correct”)
· Standard “typos”: the “Britain’s” instead of “Britons”, 
· Big problem: Genitive-s. 
· For example:  city’s and cities: “cities” refers to several cities, while “city’s” is possessive, e.g. “the city’s architecture” (=”the architecture of the city”); 
if there is an apostrophe+s, then you can always turn around the expression: 
-- Caesar’s army = the army of Caesar;
-- Tacitus’ account = the account of Tacitus;
Remember also plural + genitive-s: 
e.g., the cities’ architecture = the architecture of the cities (plural): there is no additional s, but do not forget the apostrophe. 
· Another big problem: punctuation:
· check carefully where you need a semi-colon or colon, and do not forget commas and full stops.
· Remember the use of hyphens: as in "step-by-step escalation" when used as an adjective. 
· Please avoid paragraphs covering one page or more
Writing style
· Try to be more precise, concise and analytical.
· Avoid being long-winded and/or repetitive. 
· Avoid digressions and long speculations: your discussions have to be relevant for the essay question
· Please try to be specific and precise throughout your essay. 
· Also remember tense: past tense usually for past events.
· Avoid direct quotes from modern works unless you want to argue about them; perhaps you want to show that they are wrong. Focus on what is relevant.
· Try not to use too many “however” and “but”: bad style
· And try not to use too many “I” in your essay.
· And please feel free to use images and maps to support your evidence
· Avoid giving people’s titles or professions in your essay: it is not Dr or Prof. Mattingly or Millett, or “the historian/archaeologist” Millet, Mattinlgy, etc.;  just say Millett or Martin Millett (and try to be consistent regarding use of people’s first name or initials).
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