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Assignment Title – Start at My Feet - Explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school, e.g., pupil well-being.
      Targets                                                                  How I achieved them. 
	Read even more books and journals articles as well as websites when researching.
	I included Estyn reports from the school’s website, school’s own website, Welsh government. 

	Endeavour to synthesise into your writing to aid the support of your key points.
	Included positive and negatives from the school’s engagement with the community. 

	Continue to ensure a greater critical approach throughout, offering the opposing view whenever possible. 
	Include both sides of how the community engages with the school because the schools engaged back and its importance.  



Assignment
Within this commentary, the writer will highlight how their bridging school engages with the community to create opportunities and face challenges within the school’s community. These challenges and opportunities will influence the teaching and learning of the school, by educating the pupils of the many different cultural aspects, and how society impacts their learning and teaching experiences. The writer has witnessed pupils from Bridging School X integrate within the local community and welcomed them into their own school community. 
Bridging School X is an English medium school that’s based in a poverty area in the community. The school opened in 2001. The school supports over 600 pupils aged 3 to 11 years old. The school aims for professional values and commitment’s that uphold’s professional standards for the pupils and members of community. The school is based on putting the children's rights as the main priority of education within the school. Throughout the corridors of the school, children's work is displayed of why children’s rights are important and why they should be heard. UNICEF provides a scheme for schools to become a part of the rights respecting programme for schools. Bridging School X has become a right respecting school for many years and continues to put the pupil's rights first. (www.unicef.org.uk (2023)). In accordance with the school's website, the school has many values and aims to better forth the school for the pupils, teachers, and community. The school's website has all policies and procedure’s available for families and members of the public to see, these also include safeguarding procedures, behaviour policies, welcome packs for parents and careers for those who are interested in enrolling their children at the school.  (www.hwbcymru.net/pdcsprimary.com )

Community schools are public schools the provides services and support for neighbouring communities to create better opportunities and provide educational resources for the pupils. The aim is to focus on the pupil as an individual with an integrated focus. Benefits on learning opportunities for family and community members, health, and wellness support are granted, for example links to local GP’s, health support, financial guidance. Partnerships with community organisations and local business within the local community are greatly appreciated and involved in this progress. Most schools are based on the sustainable community schools' model, which considers the needs of students and their families, the availability and capabilities of local providers agencies and the willingness of schools' personnel to support children and families within their communities (National Educational Association, 2023) 
Bridging School X has a range of challenges when engaging with the community, as majority of parents are young parents who may or may not have left education themselves early on in their path. As mentioned by an article from Parent Kind (2023), when parents are engaged with children’s education it creates a positive relationship between the parents and school to benefit the children's education and personal well-being. Bridging School X encourages parents to become more involved within the school’s involvement. Bridging School X offers parents, careers and members of the community, who feel they want to get back into the workplace or feel they are more supported when it comes to their own child’s education, by offering them to take part in the Dock Leaf project. The Dock Leaf project allows volunteers to come to the school and start off by volunteering and at the end they gain a qualification and get back into the workplace.  This gives the volunteer an opportunity for a better income to be able to support their families, and another chance to gain experience and involvement. This program links with the local college, which give access for a range of courses the volunteer would like to achieve. (Bridging School X website)
Schools are a major source of socialisation for children. Lev Vygotsky, (1896-1934), was a child developmental theorist. His theory aimed at the cultural elements, such as beliefs, skills, and values of people. Vygotsky's sociocultural theory indicates social interaction within families, schools and knowledgeable members of the community. The primary research of this theory means by which children's behaviour and cognitive development is relevant to their own society (First Discovers, 2020). If a child is more sociable, they are more prone to positive behaviours and easier social interaction skills. The more social interactions the children are exposed to the more positive self-esteem and confidence. 
Other challenges Bridging School X faces is many families within the community are from different countries and cultural backgrounds. Bridging School X has a support group for refugees in which has a designated member of staff to support those families and guide them to appropriate support services available within the community. Sanctuary Wales (2023) mentions that the country insists that refugee families and asylum seekers are entitled to an education whilst here in Wales. The Welsh Government wants to fulfil their Nation of Sanctuary plan to encourage refugees into our educational system to support them at a new chance in life, through education. Bridging School X provides performances for pupils and families to show their cultures and ethnic backgrounds, for example they have a Ukrainian pupil who demonstrated his/her own countries traditional dance to the school. The school also provides support for military service families. According to the Pembrokeshire County Council (PCC) Website (2019), they aimed to support families, to guide them to networks and support groups when needed. PCC launched a project in 2014 to work with local authorities to give service families the best support they gain being within the community. The Bridging School X and other schools across the UK thrives on community to help grow their school and provide opportunities for children. In accordance with the Welsh Government (2023), it suggests that engaging schools and communities together can become beneficial for example, student wellbeing, providing extra learning resources, joint training for staff and parents. 
Bridging school X is currently a ‘pioneer school’ which means the schoolworks closely with the Welsh government and other pioneer schools to develop a nation model of professional learning and support in the development of the curriculum. Bridging School’s Estyn report (2016), implies that the school is providing excellent opportunities for pupils and their learning progress is improving. The report mentions an excellent quality of care, support and guidance which has a positive effect on pupil standards and wellbeing. Bridging School X creates this opportunity by engaging with the community by offering a community HWB room. This room is based within the school for families and members of the community to help themselves to facilities and home-cooked meals when needed. The room is supervised with a family liaison officer, who can guide families and individuals to support when needed. The 2016 Estyn report mentions that the school should encourage pupils' opportunities for outdoor learning. From what the writer has witness, the school has massively improved their outdoor learning for pupils by expanding their outdoor area. There are many resources for pupils to use imagination to create activities. Local agencies and owners have donated equipment and helped build outdoor areas for pupils to enjoy, for example, open reading corner using wood stumps, picnic areas with benches, vegetable gardens, bee hives, woodland trails. This is a great opportunity for pupils to use their imagination and feel involved. 
The pupils recently completed a soup drive for those in need within the community to show their appreciation for support in promoting the school successes. The school hosts a community choir for students, staff, parents, and members of the community. Speaking to a member of staff, they mentioned the choir has three generations of a family in the choir. 
The Welsh Government (2023) website shows statistics of 21% of people in Wales living in poverty from the budget year of 2020-2022. 28% of children were in relative poverty in Wales of 2020-22. Bridging School X offers take-what-you-need trolleys for those in need. These can be taken anonymously by children. These are in every classroom throughout the school. They are equipped with drink cups for pupils and snacks for pupil who get hungry or have forgotten snack. They are also equipped with clothing appropriate for the season. For example, they have gloves, hats, and scarves in the winter and sun hats, glasses, and sun cream for the summer. The children are free to take what they need without any questions. There is also an area outside the main entrance for those of the community to that take what they need. This can range from nappies, cleaning products, hygiene products, clothes, school uniforms, shoes, and coats. These items are donated by staff, parents, and community members for those who need that extra support. The writer feels this is a brilliant idea as they are showing their appreciation by giving back to the community. Members of the community and parents of the school are free to take what they need at any time. Finally, the school also offers a toy loaning library, where toys and books are donated, and children and families are allowed to loan them out of school. 
Bridging School X also allows children who are eligible for free school meals. In the Estonian report of 2016, 33% of children where eligible for free school meals.  This is aimed to tackle child poverty and enduring no child go hungry in school. Because of where Bridging School X is based majority of their children are eligible for free school meal. Free school meals are also beneficial for promoting healthy eating across the school, increasing variety of food options, improving social skills at mealtimes, and improving behaviour and attainment. The school gets funds from local government for each child that is eligible for free school meals to provide those variety of food for that child, so they do not go hungry. Most schools within the community finish half day on a Friday. Children who are eligible for free school meals still get the opportunity to get their meal for the day, they can either stay and have it in school or take it home with them. Each member of staff ensures before the child goes home that they have had wither a meal or a food bag to take home with them. This is also where the take what you need trolleys in the classrooms come in use. The Welsh Government (2023) aims to get all children in primary and secondary schools eligible for free school meals by end of 2024, due to cost of living.
Bridging school X has a fully equipped additional learning needs (ALN) centre in the school building. The Estyn report of 2016 identifies 25% of pupils as having ALN. According to Snap Cymru (2023), 1 in 5 learners in Wales have additional learning needs. This is for children who need that extra support academically, physically and mentally. Staff have additional training to ensure they are up to date with knowledge and information regarding additional learning needs. Most staff members have training in ELSA, Emotional Learning Support Assistant. Most settings use ELSA to help children recognise, understand, and manage emotions to increase their success in learning. The program offers smaller targeted groups to better develop their interaction skills and become more engaged with learning. (ELSA network, 2017). 
During Covid 2019, when schools were advised to close to stop the spread of infection. Bridging School X found that a lot of their students couldn’t completed work set because they had no access to technology. The school found extra funds and pointed out to the government about students having no access. They were eligible for funding and bought/loaned out iPads and Chromebook’s to families to be able to complete schoolwork. This is another way for the school to stay involved with the community through technology. The school also communicates to families through google classroom which is an online notification app that indicates how the children are getting on throughout the day. Parents get notified when children have a positive or negative behaviour point. Parents can contact the class teacher through the app and announcements are posted to let parents know of upcoming events of the class. The parents are also invited to follow the school's social media groups where announcements are posted and pictures of children activities, they’ve completed throughout the day.
In conclusion, bridging school X provides lots of opportunities for community involvement such as Dock-leaf project, take what you need trolleys, soup kitchens, talent shows and much more. The school aims to get parents and members of the community involved in the children’s learning by involving local agencies such as doctors and health advisors. They provide a support room available to support community members and families. The children of the school give back to the community by involving them in their talent shows and annual soup kitchens and fates/fairs. The school encourages the community and school to form a bond together to better each other.  
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