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[bookmark: _Toc514172938]Introduction
This assignment will be focusing on the history of the World Heritage Site Blaenavon. This assessment will be covering areas such as the connection that Blaenavon has with the industrial revolution, the history of the workmen’s club, the world heritage centre and the community of the town. In preparation for this assignment, a second trip to Blaenavon was arranged to undertake a few surveys with the citizens of the town to get their opinions and perspective.
[bookmark: _Toc514172939]Town History
Before the major disruptions and sudden changes resulted from the industrialisation during the late eighteenth century, the town of Blaenavon used to be a small settlement set within the Lordship of Abergavenny. The settlement used to just consist of farmsteads that were placed across the Coity and Blorenge mountains. However, over the centuries there have only been a small number of changes (Matthews, The Development of Blaenavon Town, 2008). For a few generations, the farmers lived a remote and quiet life in a small community whilst they faced difficulties in surviving within a rural environment with tough climate. During the early development which took place between 1782 and 1845, the first stage of development of Blaenavon consisted of a growing small village within the area of the new ironworks. 






[bookmark: _Toc514172940]Early Development & Blaenavon Ironworks 
[image: U:\University Year 1 Work\Distinctiveness and Regeneration\Assignments\Assignment 2\Ironworks Sign.jpg]During early development, the first stage of development of Blaenavon consisted of a small village growing within the area of the new ironworks. By the time of the early nineteenth century, construction of industrial housing had been undertaken within near proximity of the ironworks that include Stack Square Bunker’s Row, Engine Row, Shepherd’s Row and Staffordshire Row (Matthews, The Development of Blaenavon Town, 2008). Throughout the early 1800s, there were some degrees of social separation when it came to housing allocation within Blaenavon. This screenshot shows the sign for the Blaenavon Ironworks. This is located just across the road from the Ironworks.


[image: U:\University Year 1 Work\Distinctiveness and Regeneration\Assignments\Assignment 2\Ironworks.jpg] This is a screenshot of the Blaenavon Ironworks. This is one of the key landmarks and tourist attraction spots within Blaenavon as this was heavily used during the industrial revolution.  










The Ironworks of Blaenavon opened and became operational in 1789, which was an ambitious, expensive and risky venture which initially costed £40,000. Upon opening, the ironworks consisted of three furnaces and employment of around 300 men, with some of them having a professional background with iron-making (Blaenavon World Heritage Site). 
Some of the men that were experts in iron-making would often travel with their employers from places such as Staffordshire to assist with constructing the works. Within the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the iron industry succession directly accounted for the expansion of Blaenavon (Blaenavon World Heritage Site). However, working within the ironworks were not the best conditions. As soon as mine worker entered an iron cast building, they would be welcomed by the sound iron beating against iron, clanking hammers, shouting voices along with heat and sound of the blast ovens (Heredajo, 2015). There would also be streams of melted red-hot iron that would flow from furnaces into parallel branches which would then turn into bars of Pigs Iron (Heredajo, 2015). The Blaenavon Ironworks is the best maintained blast furnace compound of its type and period within the world and is a main attraction in Blaenavon. As stated previously, the ironworks began operation in 1789 and ended in 1902. It was powered by steam with the usage of 3 blast furnaces (Brecon Beacons, n.d.). The ironworks played a key role within the heart of the South Wales industrial landscape. If it weren’t for the ironworks, none of the soil heaps, railways, quarries, tram roads, mines, workers houses or canals would have existed (Brecon Beacons, n.d.).






[bookmark: _Toc514172941]The Gilchrist-Thomas Process
During the 1850s, a man named Sir Henry Bessemer experimented with pig iron of Blaenavon, developed a process. This process enabled the bulk conversion from pig iron to steel. This became known as the Bessemer converter which reached its completion in the year 1856 and reshaped the production steel. However, it was soon uncovered that the majority of the planets iron ore holds high levels or phosphorus, as a result of producing steel that was brittle. This lead to a number of steelworkers importing pricey non-phosphoric ores just so that they could meet the large demand for the metal (Blaenavon, n.d.). So for many years, chemists tried to solve the issue of ridding phosphorus from the Bessemer process. A tutor named Dr George Chaloner, presented a challenge stating that any man that removed phosphorus from the Bessemer converter would make their fortune. When this challenge was set, a young scientist amateur by the name of Sidney Gilchrist Thomas was attending the class (Blaenavon, n.d.). This man was a clerk at a Metropolitan Police Court who showed up to evening classes to follow his passion in chemistry. The challenge that was set by Dr George Chaloner, encouraged Sidney to combat the issue of the Bessemer Converter and started undertaking a number of experiments (Blaenavon, n.d.).      







[bookmark: _Toc514172942]Big Pit
Big Pit is a coal mine that was sunk at the hand of the Blaenavon Company during the 1860s to supply coal for burning lime, ironworks, heating workers’ homes and powering steam engines. Operation of this mine ended in 1980 and all buildings within Big Pit that include workshops, engine houses, pithead baths and stable blocks are used to show the development of the Big Pit mine through time from the 1860s to 1970s. To this day, the cages and winding engines are still in operation and allows tourists to go deep into the mineshaft with a former collier (Brecon Beacons, n.d.). 
The shaft which was first known as Kearsley’s Pit reached to a depth of 200ft in 1860 by the Blaenavon Company. Then in 1880, it was deepened by 100ft resulting in it reaching the depth of 300ft which is how it acquired the name ‘Big Pit’ due to its abnormally large oval shaft. There are some parts of Big Pit that are dated way back to the early nineteenth century. Forge Level was the first part of the mine to be sunk which occurred in 1812 (Blaenavon, 2018). Some of the mines within Blaenavon that include Forge Level, were originally used to gather ironstone instead of coal as a method of helping the local ironworks. To meet the local demand in Blaenavon, coal also had to be mined. But King Coal reign didn’t make its way to South Wales till the end of the nineteenth century. By the end of the nineteenth century, the importance of iron-making and Welsh steel was diminishing but an increasing demand saw for steam ships, houses, locomotives and factories to be fuelled by Welsh coal. The production of coal was specialised by a number of Welsh towns, Blaenavon included as a way of taking advantage of high demand (Blaenavon, 2018).         
[image: U:\University Year 1 Work\Distinctiveness and Regeneration\Assignments\Assignment 2\Wales_blaenavon_bigpit.jpg]This is a screenshot of the Big Pit in Blaenavon. Despite having existed for over 100 years, the buildings and cranes are still standing and operational to this day. 



[bookmark: _Toc514172943]Industrial Landscape
[image: U:\University Year 1 Work\Distinctiveness and Regeneration\Assignments\Assignment 2\Hills.jpg]Coal and iron were the raw materials that supported the industrial revolution within the UK. In the South Wales Valleys, they were the fundamental products. The ironworks and collieries were of international importance within the Valleys for over 150 years. The production of Pig Iron saw a major increase from 39,600 in the year 1796 to 666,000 in the year 1852 (Cadw, 2000). Forges and iron from furnaces assisted with building railways, construction of factories on five mainlands. The area surrounding Blaenavon shows a fine example of landscape created and structured by ironmaking and mining within the late eighteenth century and early nineteenth century. The hills in Blaenavon show proof of structure from industry by containing substantial remains of mines and quarries (Cadw, 2000). The landscape consists of a large number of hills due to the inclines and tunnels that were dug to be able to transfer raw materials inside the ironworks. The surrounding landscape plays a role in partially forming the Brecon Beacons (Sartain, n.d.). This is a screenshot of the landscape around Blaenavon. As shown, there are quite a few dips and hills. These were structured by the dug up tunnels and railways for the transportation of iron.    



      

[bookmark: _Toc514172944]The Great Depression & Population

[image: ]The economy in Blaenavon was at a stable level for a good long time due to the operation of the ironworks, until the Great Depression hit. The economy of Blaenavon began to decline in the 1920s and continued to do so in the 1930s meaning that the Blaenavon economy never properly recovered from the impact of the Great Depression. There were many different attempts to expand and maintain the economy of the town after the end of World War 2, but none were affective enough as the economy continued to decline. This was due to Blaenavon being heavily dependent on the coal industry (Blaenavon, 2018). The British coal industry suffered a terminal decline due to the Great Depression. The growing competition from out of the country and the decreased demand for Welsh coal placed large tension on the industry. This resulted in a number of pit closures that occurred during the 1970s and the 1980s which had a harmful effect on communities which were reliant on mining for many generations. In February of 1980, Big Pit which was the last coal mine in Blaenavon, closed down. The mine had employed 250 people during the time of its closure so consequently it was still a locally essential employer within the town. Big Pit closing down caused Blaenavon’s decline to increase. Then by the time the 1980s was coming to an end, Blaenavon was solely a dormitory town. Streets that were full of prosperity had been turned into boarded up shops and emptiness (Blaenavon, 2018). This then lead to a decline in the town’s population. The population dropped from 13,000 in 1921 to 6000 people by the end of the 20th century. Since the late 1960s, there have been many attempts to cease and alter the town’s decline but only gained short-lived or limited success (Blaenavon, 2018). This is a screenshot of a graph that shows the decline of the population in Blaenavon. From 1921, it gradually gets lower until stopping at 6000 in 1991 continuing onto 2001.




[bookmark: _Toc514172945]The Ironmasters of Blaenavon
If it weren’t for the innovation and risks of entrepreneurs, the industrial revolution wouldn’t have transpired. The ironmasters started up a number of new ironworks, resulting in the region being the most essential region of iron-producing within South Wales in the late eighteenth century. What made the industrial revolution successful was the experience and the capital of businessmen, however for the industrialisation process labouring classes played a largely substantial role (Matthews, The Blaenavon Ironmasters, 2008). The area that’s known as Lord Abergavenny’s Hills in Blaenavon received an investment from industrialist Thomas Hill along with his partners Benjamin Pratt and Thomas Hopkins. 
They took this opportunity because they were aware that it was rich in mineral resources. These businessmen started up three blast furnaces by investing a large sum of £40,000 to the ironworks project. Despite this being a really risky move, these businessmen were confident that large-scale success would be the outcome of the enterprise and that considerable returns would be provided from their investment. Their experiences in business, iron-making and banking proved that they were crucial (Matthews, The Blaenavon Ironmasters, 2008).        








[bookmark: _Toc514172946]Development Plans
Blaenavon has introduced different proposals and ideas to further develop/regenerate the town during the 1980s. After the reorganisation of the local government in the year 1996, Torfaen County Borough Council committed to making Blaenavon’s regeneration of greatest importance. Blaenavon Partnership was established to improve the fortunes of the town by giving a co-ordinated strategy (Blaenavon, 2018). Since the year 2000, tourism has been the top priority for the development of Blaenavon. The investment of over £1 million into the World Heritage Site aimed to improve the product of tourism. The World Heritage Centre in Blaenavon and the Community Heritage Museum opened in the years 2001 and 2008 which provided tourists a deeper knowledge into the town’s history (Blaenavon, 2018). In the year 1997, it was revealed that the citizens of Blaenavon felt embarrassed of the town centre they lived in. The town looked rundown and unappealing which prevented visitors from setting foot in Blaenavon and the locals found it a miserable place to live. Just like the World Heritage Site, over £1 million were invested into the residential and commercial areas in Blaenavon through the years as a solution to the towns depressing appearance. The character and the appearance of the town were enhanced as the result of the investment. Buildings that include St Peter’s School and the Council Offices gained substantial renovation and were given new purposes within the education system by changing them into the World Heritage Centre and the Blaenavon Library. Grants for property improvement allowed for substantial repairs of people’s homes, while maintaining and/or reinstating historical characteristics that include chimney stacks, sash windows and letterboxes (Blaenavon, 2018).
The key commercial street, Broad Street, pursued a similar regeneration approach. In a sense, the substantial research that included the usage of building materials and old photographs analysis, enabled Broad Street to be altered to a Victorian like shopping centre from a town of plywood. Over the years, alongside established businesses were the openings of new shops that included cafes, gift shops and a cheese store (Blaenavon, 2018).
[bookmark: _Toc514172947]Existing Assets 
Blaenavon contains many assets that brings money into the town and keeps it going. Within the whole of Blaenavon, there is a World Heritage Centre, a museum, a few shops along with the main assets which are Big Pit and the Ironworks. These assets are what attract visitors to Blaenavon that want to know more about the history of the town and how involved it was with the industrial revolution. In 2009, the Heritage Tourism Project launched with goal to support Wale’s heritage by making them more fun and appealing to attract a larger audience. These enhancements included interactive displays, trails for kids and new centres for visitors  After the investment, the Blaenavon Ironworks saw an increase of 14.2% in visitors (BBC, 2014). The Big Pit is the other main asset that attracts visitors to Blaenavon. Visitors visit Big Pit so they can learn more about the mining and have an underground tour which has been going on for the last 30 years. Since its first underground tour back in 1983, Big Pit museum has attracted over 3.5 million visitors (BBC, 2013).  








[bookmark: _Toc514172948]Primary Research & Economic Opportunities 
During a visit to Blaenavon, Primary research was undertaken in the form of a survey to acquire the opinions and perspective of the citizens of Blaenavon. One of the questions on the survey was asking if there were any improvements that Blaenavon could introduce to make it a more thriving town. An employee at the Workmen’s Hall stated that “they should build supermarkets to attract visitors”. Supermarkets from all over the world attract large numbers of people every day, so Blaenavon would benefit greatly from this.
The first economic opportunity for Blaenavon would be Fracking. The advantages of Blaenavon engaging with fracking would give them access to more oil and gas. This means that Blaenavon would have more oil and gas that can be used for cooking and heating and even powering vehicles. Scientists originally thought that the usage of fossil fuels were limited which makes it an essential benefit. There would also be lowered taxes on oil and gas which means that they would be cheaper and easier to access. There would be improved air quality in Blaenavon since the usage of gas would increase along with the burning of gas, this means that the atmosphere would receive a reduced amount of carbon dioxide. This shows that if the usage of gas were to increase, the air quality would slowly improve (Conserve Energy Future, 2018). 
The second economic opportunity for Blaenavon would be to have a community/sports centre. This would be a beneficial opportunity for the town not just economically but also for the liveliness and the well-being for the town and its citizens. The advantages of having a community centre would allow people to get together and have discussions and share ideas on what events or assets they could introduce to make the town livelier. For the sports part, they could introduce and host a variety of sports such as mountain climbing, hiking, football, rugby etc. The advantages of having a sports centre would give citizens the opportunity to take part and keep fit or just participating in a sport they enjoy. This could also attract more visitors to come to Blaenavon and take part in any activity or sport they enjoy. This would also potentially lead to any of the sports or activities to become a large show attraction such as the Millennium Stadium thereby greatly increasing the number of visitors.    
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