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Developing essential skills is critical for both academic excellence and securing employment opportunities. “Essential skills are the skills we all need to thrive in education, work and life” [1]. By improving these skills, students can enhance their opportunities and thrive in a competitive job market.
 
One of these skills is Communication which is defined as “oral and written, using a range of media” [2].  This skill will support me in my chosen career which is a data analyst. Clear communication is essential in data analysis as it allows for the understanding and translation of complex concepts into actionable recommendations. Data analysis involves dealing with intricate ideas, and effective communication helps non-technical stakeholders grasp the implications, enabling them to make well-informed decisions based on the findings [3].
 
Another skill is Critical thinking which “is constructive thinking about the world of ours that questions and evaluates its operations, history, and management” [4]. Critical thinking will be important with my chosen career as data is very important and can have consequences if the data is mishandled . This means that at any time I may need to make a decision that will involve critical thinking.
 

In conclusion, developing essential skills including communication and critical thinking, is crucial for academic excellence and career advancement. These skills have extensive relevance in various professions, including data analysis. By refining these skills, individuals can improve their prospects and thrive in their chosen careers while also upskilling themselves [5].
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