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Introduction
The purpose of this assessment, is to analyse and explain the individual and collaborative learning, then I am going to state my own personal learning approach on the undergraduate programme so far.  Then I am going to prepare a critical reflection of my use of digital technology in my own style of learning. This is all going to be done by discussing the history of learning in education, my own method to learning as an individual and collaboratively and explaining how digital literate I am.. Then using my own style of learning, I am going to calculate the strengths and weaknesses towards my own digital literacy and personal learning environment in contrast to the current trends.

History of Learning
Learning in education first started off in classrooms with blackboards, tables and chairs, pen and paper to do their work on. Before the internet begun, there were course being offered and provided to students with education about certain subjects or skills. In the 1840’s Isaac Pitman taught his students shorthand which is a form of symbolic writing which was created so it can improve the students writing speed and this certain course was popular between secretaries, journalists and other individuals who did a large amount of note taking or writing. In 1960 the first computer-based program was introduced to the world. In the late 20th Century the computer and the internet was introduced, and this brought about e-learning also other words have been used to describe this such as online learning and virtual learning (Explore talent lms, 2019).

In 1870 the education act is mandatory for the establishment of elementary schools from the ages of five to thirteen nationwide. Schools also had the responsibility to make sure that the parents paid no more than nine pence a week to educate a child. Then ten years later attendance was necessary until the children reached the age of 10. In 1891 you could leave school when you were 14 years of age, 1951 General Certificate of education (GCE) O-levels and A-levels were introduced, 1973 children were allowed to leave school at the age of sixteen, 1988 General Certificate of Secondary Education GCSE) replaced O-levels and CSEs, 1994 the A* grade was added to the GCSEs to distinguish between top and lower A Grades (Trueman, 2019).

In my opinion I do not think learning has changed much throughout the time that has gone by, due to learning in education still have classrooms to teach their class, pens and paper to make their notes. The only thing that I think has changed from time to time is the ever further improving technology that gets created for us to improve in the ways we learn in everyday life and in education as well.


Approach to learning as an individual and collaboratively
Digital learning is an advanced method that incorporates technology with development to learning digitally. Digital learning is now an important phase to deliver learning. This includes e-learning, which involves a large variety of approaches that is being used in organisational learning such as websites, eBooks, social media, and online communities and online lectures also the use of content on smart phones, tablets and via apps (CIPD, 2019).

[bookmark: _Hlk4676002]There are different styles of learning but the main ones we are going to focus on are learning as an individual and learning collaboratively. Learning as an individual lets the individual to challenge new ideas, views and beliefs (UK Essays, 2019). There is a variety of ways to demonstrate learning individually such as when you are in a classroom and you are listening to the lecturer you would be taking your own notes, doing your own research via search engines such as Google and Bing. Also, people can use social media to do their research. Learning as an individual can be how you organise and structure your work such as would you organise work manually in a file or would you organise your work digitally onto the hard drive on your electronic device or a pen drive (UK Essays, 2019).  For example, I learn individually for this course by doing my own research and structuring how my assignments and notes look like. Also another example would be that for this specific subject I had to do online lectures and then all of my findings would be then posted onto the class forum.

A SWOT analysis is a method to identify the different strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats. Shown below is a SWOT analysis to learning as an individual:

	Strengths
· Improves self confidence
· Improves self-motivation
· Improves academic performance
· You get used to using your initiative
· Become aware of your own limitations and know how to deal with them
	Weaknesses
· No one to share your ideas with
· You could have done the work wrong
· Trust your initiative too much
· 

	Opportunities
· You can become a great public speaker
· Become a great team leader
	Threats
· People want to challenge you
· Become too self-involved
· Competition




Learning collaboratively in education is basically when someone is working with more than two or more people as a team and then they would collaborate with each other evaluating each other’s ideas (The Open University, 2019). There are lots of different ways people use collaboration to communicate with each other, but for the purpose of this assignment these are the ones I am going to focus more on, messenger groups, discussing and evaluating our ideas as a group and emailing each other (Belonwu, 2018). For example, in my class we have a group chat on Facebook Messenger so that we can collaborate with each other, such as “when is our assignment due in by?” and “what do I need to put in this assignment?” Another example would be once we done our independent research, we would then be put in groups to discuss our findings then we would have a debate with the other group so that we can collaborate the different points that are trying to be viewed in our groups. Also, another example would be the class forum I briefly said in the last paragraph is that once we posted onto the forum, we would then collaborate with each other giving our own comments and feedback on the work my fellow students put onto the forum.

Shown below is a SWOT analysis to learning collaboratively:

	Strengths
· Different backgrounds and ideas
· Motivate each other
· Different fields of study
· More resources
	Weaknesses
· Disagreements
· Too many ideas, to choose the best one
· Egos

	Opportunities
· Motivates collaboration
· This is a growing and flexible resource
· You get to share knowledge, resources and experiences
· Everyone is smarter than anyone
· This encourages learning and critical thinking
	Threats
· Time limits
· Someone always thinks that they are always right



My approach to learning is a bit both as I like to learn independently by doing my own notes so that I can then go on to do my own research and I like to structure and organise my own work as well. However, I also like to work collaboratively so that once we have done the work we can share our ideas and findings with each other.





Digital Technology in Learning
Digital technology has come a long way in education as it used to be exercise books pens and pencils. But now that technology is forever improving and changing, such as schools are now using iPads and Chromebooks are becoming educational essentials but not just for the pupils to do their work, but for the teachers as well. It is a well-known fact that over four in ten households now have a tablet, which means that children are becoming computer literate before they start primary school (Curtis, 2014).

In my opinion digital technology has quite a large impact on my learning as it is essential to have a computer, laptop or tablet for education in these present times as most of the work is on the computer these days. For example, most of my work in school, college and university was all done on the computer as I had to either email it to the lecturers, submit the work through the Moodle page or post it onto the student forums. The technology that plays a role in my learning is my laptop, my mobile phone and my iPad.  The main technology that I use is my laptop so that I can do my research for my work by using search engines such as Google and Bing, I also use the laptop to type up my work onto Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Excel and these are the main software’s I use on my laptop. I use my phone for instant messaging on social media to contact my fellow student to ask questions about what to do for our work? and when the work is due in by? I also use my phone to take pictures and then download them onto to my work. The iPad is what I use as a backup if my phone and laptop don’t work.

The advantages for using digital technology is that the connection speed can really good, you can message people instantly, it is mobile and you can take it anywhere with you, they have a lot of storage which means you can store a lot of things on your digital technology, such as your work, photos and videos etc. Also, another advantage is that is not that costly to keep it maintained and you can also get different sizes, depending on which one you want (Goodman, 2019). The disadvantages towards digital technologies is that it can distract you from your work, might not have the enough storage to save everything on, it can easily become broken if any liquid goes on it and if you do not have the right software protection you could get viruses on your technology or you could even get hacked (futureofworking, 2019).






Digital Literacy
Digital literacy is what defines an individual’s skill and ability to operate information and communication technologies to find, evaluate create and to convey information across through various digital technologies (Hendricks, 2019). There are different ways to communicate in digital literacy but the two I am going to focus on are asynchronous and synchronous communication. Asynchronous communication which is where people communicate with each other but with a time lag. For example, you could send an email and the recipient does not get back to you like day or two later. Synchronous communication is where people communicate, and they would have an instant comment back. For example, instant messaging social media’s and video conferences can count as synchronous communication as you have would have instant feedback (WorldWideLearn, 2019). 

[image: ]I feel I am quite digital literate as I feel our generation is becoming more aware of how to use digital technologies than the generations before us. For example, in the online work we had to say what statements are true and, one of the statements was if we are a google generation and I think that this statement is very true because if we do not know or understand something we would just google it to find out what it is and what it means. Also another example would be was a fact I said at the beginning which was that over four in ten households now have a tablet, which means that children are becoming computer literate before they start primary school (Curtis, 2014). I also took a little test to see how digital literate I am, and these are the results shown below:
(University of Exeter, 2019)

Advice to New Undergraduate Students
The advice I would give to new undergraduate students is that you will need t o understand how to use digital technologies such as a laptop and a mobile phone, know how to use Microsoft Word, PowerPoint and Excel, understand how to research information online, know how to write, organise and structure an academic paper and know and understand how to put your findings from your research into your academic paper correctly and know how to reference appropriately and correctly also learn how to use some kind of social media messenger application.



Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have met the purpose of the assignment as I have discussed my own approach to learning on the undergraduate programme do far, by to preparing a critical reflection of my use of digital technology in my own style of learning. I have done this by discussing the history of learning in education, my own method to learning as an individual and collaboratively.  I have also discussed about how digital technology has affected my learning and I also analysed how digital literacy comes into the use of my approach to learning. I have also met the purpose of this assignment as I have given the advice I would give to new undergraduate students.
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