How modern economic, technological and political factors have increased crime in the United Kingdom and worldwide




University of Trinity Saint David





Name: Ronan McCoach

Number: 1901575

Teacher: Jane Davies

Course: Criminal Justice and Policing








Crime across the United Kingdom and the world has steadily been increasing and can be attributed with many social and political factors, such examples can relate to the current state of the economy that has affected most of the world since Covid-19 and is currently forcing companies to increase prices or shutdown in most nations. Other factors also include technological innovations which has increased communication creating new benefits and disadvantages. Technology has allowed people to become more aware of the current political system which in theory is very good but political discontent is now far more likely, this is due to misinformation being spread by opposing ideals or unpopular political legislation. Criminal organisations have also benefited and are now more coordinated and organised leading to more updated criminal strategies that are not only more difficult to trace but also increase the quantity that can be committed in a certain amount of time. 



Firstly, the current state of the economy in capitalist countries across the world has become dangerously close to a recession, which has caused the price of most consumer goods and essentials to receive inflated prices in most stores. If a recession were to occur it would create more crime in 2023 and moving forward (Courson and Nettle 2021) The reason for this was largely caused by Covid-19 which led to many businesses closing down leading to workers losing employment which would further increase demand for consumer goods and work which can be seen in mid-2020 with a decrease in output by 20% in most workplaces when Covid-19 began leading to layoffs due to decreased income (Stephens 2020).
 The United Kingdom would be one of the many countries affected economically leading to increases in debt, poverty and homelessness (World Economic Forum 2023). The reason that these factors increase crime is due to desperation of either gaining food/money as a recession is capable of leading financially secure individuals into poverty creating greater potential for these people to commit offences as a means for supporting either their prior lifestyles, or as a means to simply afford food and other essentials (Anser 2020). With this comes economic inequality which can lead to riots demanding change further increasing property damage and possibly loss of life which can be seen in countries similar to Indonesia which has seen increasing riots and stealing due to financial inequality. The reason economic inequality will increase these offences, is due to the realization that people in higher positions are more financially stable leading to the idea that there needs to be more support for those who are not in the same position (Castanho 2023).
 This can be seen in France where unions advocated for large protests that eventually led to riots and looting, this began in March and has continued into April due to the increase in pension age from 62 to 64 as well as the general increase to essentials such as food and rent (Foreign travel advice 2023). Further examples of this can be seen throughout history, as a bad economy can lead to crime increasing with the goal of survival or change similarly to the stock market crash of 1929 which would be responsible for an increase in criminal influence and riots across the capitalist world (Latzer 2021). Lastly, fraud has become more common since Covid-19 and is effecting small companies the reason fraud has had an impact on businesses is due to most businesses laying off departments that have high upkeep costs which is often security/tech departments, this impacts business safety as it is now more likely that a member of staff may access a virus infiltrating business funds and secrets without any security to delete the virus in a timely manner (Murphy 2023). Hackers are also set to flourish as without appropriate security hackers are far more likely to infiltrate business networks and steal information without leaving any traces to follow (Fong 2023).

Political discontent is another reason for an increase in crime as many factors can increase discontent, some examples can be unpopular policy, economy, crime or the even due to the current party heads personality e.g., Donald Trump’s insulting Tweets to opposition (Dyck 2022). Such discontent can lead to violent rallies, riots and extremism which is a potential problem in the United Kingdom due to increased taxation and poverty which was reportedly 34% for children in Northern England and Scotland during the pandemic and is set to increase around the UK during the cost-of-living crises (Keely 2023). Examples of this violence can be seen in recent weeks with President Macron of France, this is due to the recent pension reform which only allows workers to retire at 64 instead of 62 and is considered unreasonable by the vast majority of French citizens leading to violent riots and looting (. Similarly, the United Kingdom would also do the same, increasing the pension age from 66 to 67 causing mild discontent among the British population compared to the French riots (Department for work and pensions 2023). Other examples can be seen with Trump and Black Lives Matter which would see months of violent rioting and looting due to the death of an African American named George Floyd at the hands of police officer Derek Chauvin (Ellefsen 2022).
Lastly, political violence was at its highest during the 2020s for most of the western world due to the death of George Floyd. The main issue was how this was handled by former President Donald Trump, as his response only further escalated the riots using derogatory Tweets and demeaning speeches (National Library of Medicine 2020). This is very problematic as it shows a lack of interest in listening to the public leading to further political motivated crimes that would affect most of the world and further the spread of Covid-19 as members of BLM would eventually use a quote stating that “Covid 19-can wait” leading to further Covid-19 violations and infections (National Library of Medicine 2022).


Society has become very connected due to the internet, which has led crime to become more globalised than it ever has in history. This of course is far more likely to increase crime collectively, as criminal organisations have multiple methods of communication increasing their cohesion and organisation furthermore. This also creates online communities who intentionally commit cybercrime on other vulnerable people e.g., pensioners and minority groups (Welsh Parliament 2023). Such an example can be seen with the black market, which is now far easier to access than it ever has been in history. As anyone with access to the internet is simply able to use Tor browser to gain access and purchase any illegal services they may desire (Nicola 2022). The internet also further increases other methods of crime such as the ones previously mentioned that being political related crime, economic/ social crimes and organised crime, this is due to information being spread as people all across the internet are able to share opinions as well as facts about their current stance on political/economic situation this can also in turn create “echo chambers” in which communities state the same opinion without any diverse opposition leading to misinformation and radical thought (Lewis 2021). 
Examples of the internet’s effects on crime would be the storming of Capitol Hill which would happen due to Former President Donald Trump’s accusations of the election being rigged by the Democrats and Russia leading many people to violently storm the Capitol as a means to prevent President Biden to resume his role as Head of State furthermore, This attack would lead to mass property damage and 138 police officers injured and 5 rioters killed (Driscoll 2021). This example shows that modern crime can be increased with accusations of corruption leading many people to act using criminal methods as a means to spread their beliefs and harms those deemed as a threat which can also be seen within the UK by groups such as Antifa, EDL, IRA and anti-Monarchists (Collar 2018).Another example of the internet’s effect on crime would be the BLM riots, this is due to most people creating theories about world racism leading people around the world to violently disrupt peaceful protests leading to riots and looting in most major cities across the Western world (Sherman 2021).

Lastly, the way in which a prison manages its rehabilitation will affect crime across the globe with the most effective forms of rehabilitation being a subject of debate but with British prisons using a combination of both dated and modernised strategies although most outdated methods are not by choice e.g., some prisons being from the late 1800s which are quite ineffective at rehabilitation due to the lack of space not only for prisoners but rehabilitation facilities (Moran 2022). The reason that this has contributed to an increase in crime is due to multiple reasons first of which being how cramped prisons act as a hotspot for crime as these prisons must have more prisoners per cell as a means to use the space more effectively, the reason this is problematic is due to the fact that more low level criminals may begin to normalise violent crime as they’d essentially be around these individuals for the vast majority of their sentence (Butler 2021). This is problematic as a low-level criminal may become more dangerous when leaving prison contradicting current prison rehabilitation policy.  Unfortunately, such methods have become more prevalent in recent years through both terrorism and organised crime an example of this being how ISIS members recruit vulnerable inmates when imprisoned essentially creating sleeper agents that may assist the organisation in future either through the use of safe houses, logistics centres or terrorist attacks (Williams 2022).  

In conclusion, crime has been increasing on severity due to the unprecedented circumstances that the UK is currently experiencing and is being further increased by rapidly advancing technology and outdated practices. These issues combined have essentially created more civil unrest allowing for differences in motivated criminal acts e.g., desperation, discontent, recidivism and internet influence. Lastly, such issues can be supported by Beckers criminal economic theory which shows that those who are desperate will commit an offence if they believe the reward exceeds the chances of being caught (Garoupa 2018).
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