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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 

Although safeguarding adults is not my main role, the key law in Wales is the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA). Part 7 defines an "adult at risk" as someone aged 18 or over who is experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect, has care and support needs, and cannot look after themselves. (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014) When my father was diagnosed with dementia in 2025, he could not give consent for hospital treatment because he lacked mental capacity. He was at risk of harm, as he had been making unsupervised trips and there was evidence of financial exploitation. After formal assessments, a Deprivation of Liberty Order (DOLS) was put in place. (Mental Capacity Act 2005) This example shows how practitioners applied the SSWBA definition, assessed capacity and best interests, and worked together across agencies to protect well-being while respecting rights. This process highlights why following statutory safeguarding procedures is important to prevent abuse and neglect. My father met the age requirement, as he was over 18. He had dementia, which is a mental health condition.

The requirement relating to mental capacity was achieved as he did not have the mental capacity necessary to give consent for the care and treatment in question because of his dementia. This lack of capacity was evident. Regarding mental capacity, my father could not give consent for his care and treatment because of his dementia. His capacity was assessed under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, which requires practitioners to decide if someone can understand, retain, use, or weigh up information to make decisions. (Mental Capacity Act 2005) The assessments showed he could not understand or assess the risks and benefits of the care plan, so he could not give valid consent. The SSWBA emphasises person-centred principles such as well-being, prevention, and co-production to empower the individual, and this approach encourages practitioners to work with the at-risk adult and consider their views. (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014)

The Care Act 2014 in England and the SSWBA 2014 in Wales have different approaches to adult safeguarding. The Care Act requires local authorities in England to set up Safeguarding Adults Boards for multi-agency cooperation, while the SSWBA does not create similar boards in Wales. (Care Act 2014)
The Mental Capacity Act 2005 says professionals should assume a person has capacity, help them make decisions, and choose the least restrictive option. Capacity depends on the decision and when it is made. (Mental Capacity Act 2005) The Human Rights Act 1998 and the Equality Act 2010 also protect fundamental rights. (Feldman, 1999, pp. 165-206)

Wales’s safeguarding documents list key steps: identify concerns, ensure safety, listen to adults, record facts, report to relevant services or police, assess risk, and plan interventions. (Government, 2022). Safeguarding concerns are handled in line with the Council's Adult Protection Policy and the Joint North Wales Safeguarding Board's protocols. The organisation's policies also name those responsible for safeguarding and explain whistleblowing procedures. (Policies and Procedures – Adults – North Wales Safeguarding Board)

Law sets out legal duties, national guidance explains how to apply them, and local policies provide detailed procedures. Effective safeguarding depends on coordination and consistency.
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

The main differences between safeguarding for adults and children in England and Wales come from the laws, principles, and ways each group is protected. For children, the Children Act 1989 and 2004 require local authorities and partners to promote children’s welfare and protect them from harm. In Wales, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 also provides specific guidance on safeguarding children. For adults, England uses the Care Act 2014, which makes adult safeguarding a legal duty. In Wales, the same 2014 Act  covers adult safeguarding, but with different rules than those for children.

Safeguarding for children means protecting them from abuse, preventing harm to their health or development, making sure they get safe care, and helping them achieve the best possible outcomes (Edwards, E and Best, S, 2020). For adults, safeguarding is for people at risk of abuse or neglect because they need care and support. It focuses on protecting their rights, supporting their wellbeing, and helping them make their own choices.

Children’s safeguarding is based on the idea that the child’s welfare comes first. Decisions are usually made in the child’s best interests, often with input from parents or guardians. For adults, safeguarding focuses on respecting their independence and choices. Adults can make their own decisions, even if others think they are unwise, providing they have the capacity to decide and are not putting others at risk.

Child safeguarding is based on the idea of 'significant harm' and uses set processes like Child Protection Conferences and Serious Case Reviews, now called Child Safeguarding Practice Reviews in England. Adult safeguarding is for adults who need care and support and are at risk of abuse or neglect. In England, Section 42 of the Care Act 2014 requires safeguarding enquiries, and in Wales, Section 126 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act has similar requirements.

Children’s and adults’ safeguarding require different agencies to work together, but different boards lead them. For children, Local Safeguarding Children Boards (now Safeguarding Partnerships in England) are responsible, while Safeguarding Adults Boards oversee adults. In short, England and Wales share basic safeguarding principles, but they protect adults and children differently for legal, ethical, and practical reasons.
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