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GUIDELINES

The ‘Dissertation’ module in English and the ‘Independent Project’ module in English are available to Single Honours and Joint Honours students in the FINAL YEAR (level 6).  These two modules both involve extensive guided independent study, but they differ in some respects: (i) the independent project (CSSK6003) has a weighting of 20-credits, while (ii) the dissertation (CSSK6002) has a weighting of 40-credits. Students in their final year elect to take one or the other, not both, of these modules.
A third type of dissertation/project module is the ‘Creative Project’ (CSCW6014).  Students enrolled for this module are advised to consult Dr. Dic Edwards or Dr. Paul Wright.

The 20-credit Independent Project and the 40-credit Dissertation may take the form of a project or dissertation based on literary criticism, scholarship, bibliography, or some form of research topic (such as a project based around TEFL).  The subject should be discussed first with the co-ordinator for dissertations and then with the supervisor.   
Word-limits and assessment

CSSK6003:  The word-limit for the 20-credit independent project is 5,000 words.  For the assessment, the dissertation itself has the value of 90% of the final mark.  The other part of the assessment (10%) is awarded on the basis of a ten-minute oral presentation or viva, which will take place after the dissertation has been submitted.   
CSSK6002:  The word-limit for the 40-credit dissertation is 10,000 words.  For the assessment, the dissertation itself has the value of 90% of the final mark.  The other part of the assessment (10%) consists of a fifteen-minute oral presentation and a fifteen-minute viva. These components are equally weighted. The presentation should be the equivalent of 2,000 words. It is given in January at a mid-way point, and should be a progress report on the process of researching and writing the dissertation; it should provide an account of research undertaken thus far and of the results or provisional conclusions of that research. The viva will take place after the dissertation has been submitted.
Assessment:   Both the independent project and the dissertation are assessed on the basis of the quality of the substance of the written work submitted, its analysis, commentary, and argument. Assessors also take into account the standard of presentation, specifically the use of the conventions for footnoting and bibliography as set out in the guidance which can be found on Moodle.  
The dissertation based on literary criticism, scholarship, bibliography, or a research topic (e.g. in TEFL) should normally consist of:  

Title-page

Contents page

Abstract

Introduction 

Chapters

Conclusion

Bibliography  

Each of these elements is discussed below. Please note that the word-count does not include any of the following: footnotes/endnotes; bibliography; title-page; contents page; abstract. It does include the introduction, chapters, and conclusion.
The dissertation or independent project should be a high point of your programme in that it gives you the opportunity to undertake a relatively substantial programme of research on a topic of your own choice. Successful completion of the project or dissertation will therefore demonstrate that you have the ability to learn independently and develop as a researcher, as well as communicate effectively and in a sustained and coherent way about a topic that greatly interests you.

The first step in the dissertation or independent project is the selection of a subject which can be done in different ways. The taught modules you have studied at levels 4 and 5 and those you will study at level 6 aim to enhance the development of research skills, for example, through the selection, analysis, integration, and interpretation of textual material or information of one kind or another. They may involve a significant amount of time spent in the library, developing practical as well as intellectual research skills. So the link between teaching and research is maintained and developed throughout your undergraduate degree programme. One aim of this is to encourage passionate interest and inquiring open-mindedness about the generation of knowledge, concepts and values within your discipline. As a result of completing the taught modules of your programme, it is hoped that you will be both inspired and equipped to undertake successfully the dissertation component of the programme. So when you begin to select a topic for your dissertation or project, reflect on the research skills you have developed – intellectual and practical – as well as the discipline-specific knowledge and understanding you have gained, and your awareness of various critical, theoretical and scholarly approaches.

You should be warned that careful thought needs to be given to the selection of a topic, and you are advised to take the following into consideration:

1) The topic should be specific; you should be cautioned against very general topics as these are likely to be too broad in scope and unmanageable within the context of an undergraduate dissertation or independent project, though scope for the former is proportionally greater than that for the latter.

2) It is important to identify a problem or question within a specific topic as the focus for your dissertation or project. You may proceed to generate a subordinate set of research questions.

3) Availability of information/resources: It is important at the outset to establish that the necessary resources are available to meet the aims of the project.

The selection of a topic should be done in consultation with relevant staff, that is, the dissertation and project modules co-ordinator (Dr. Peter Mitchell) and tutors of modules on the programme. This can be done in several ways.  (1) Students might explore the descriptors of modules that are taught and approach a module tutor about supervising a dissertation or independent project based on some aspect of a particular module.  The module should be one that the student has not already taken or is not taking in their final year.  (2) The student may devise a topic based on a subject that interests them and that they would like to explore and research as part of their undergraduate degree. This may be related to a topic they have studied on a module on their programme, but it should not merely seek to reproduce the learning acquired previously.   

If a student has an interest in preparing a dissertation or independent project as a final-year (level 6) module or simply wishes to explore the possibility of a dissertation or project topic, it is advisable (but not essential) to begin preparing the ground-work in the third term of the Middle Year.  The first step is to contact the dissertation and project modules co-ordinator and arrange to discuss (by email or face-to-face) the dissertation module or the independent project module in general and specific terms.  If the student has already devised a topic that they wish to develop or wants to discuss a range of possible topics, the co-ordinator will advise on the possible directions to follow.  The co-ordinator may also advise on the most suitable supervisor for the proposed topic or possible topics, and may arrange for communication with the member of staff, with whom the student may discuss their initial ideas about the topic and the problem or question which they have identified.  All of this preparation is best begun in the third term of the student’s Middle Year or over the summer months preceding the start of the Final Year.  The aim of this is to prepare a proposal which will be submitted shortly after the commencement of the First Term of the Final Year.
The proposal should consist of at least two pages of A4, setting out the subject of the proposed dissertation or independent project, the question(s) or issues that the dissertation or project aims to address, and the method or approach that the dissertation project will follow.  In setting out the subject of the dissertation, the proposal should identify the aims and value of the topic, i.e. why is this of particular interest? In other words, you should make a case for your reasons for wishing to pursue your chosen research topic and indicate how you think you might be able to make a contribution in the chosen area.
Only through an informed familiarity with not only the primary texts for your research, but also the scholarship in your chosen field, will you know which are valid questions to ask and whether you are likely to be able to answer these questions. This familiarity should develop through the process of independent study and regular supervision. It is not expected that it will have been fully developed at the proposal stage.

Methodology is the way in which you propose to approach your topic, undertake your research, and answer your research questions. This may, but need not, involve the critical use of a theoretically informed approach, such as Lacanian psychoanalytic or cultural materialist. Most importantly, the choice of methodology should be appropriate for the research you propose to undertake and the questions your research aims to answer; you should try to demonstrate an awareness of its potential limitations.

The proposal should also include a bibliography of some of the material that the dissertation or project will use, for example, the titles with full bibliographical details (place of publication, publisher, date of publication) of the works of an author, along with some of the secondary materials that will be consulted. It would be helpful in the proposal to indicate how these materials contribute to academic debates in your chosen subject.

On returning to Lampeter at the beginning of the academic year, students will be informed of the date by which the proposal should be submitted. This will be shortly after the beginning of the term/semester.
A timetable for the work needs to be established after writing the proposal, in the initial stages of the project. Care should be taken to ensure that the programme of work needed to meet the aims of the particular project can be realistically completed in the time available. At an early stage you should identify times which are convenient for both you and your supervisor to meet in person. In general, regular contact with your supervisor is crucial to the successful completion of your dissertation, and regular meetings will be held between you and your supervisor at mutually agreed intervals.

The objective of the dissertation or project is to test a student’s ability to carry out research in an independent way, and to present the results of that research to a high standard of clarity and accuracy.  The dissertation will need to show a sound scholarly method in terms of the investigation of primary sources, the assembling of a comprehensive bibliography and the citation of primary and secondary materials. It will need to indicate to the reader areas of synthesis and areas which present original argument or point of view. The dissertation is required to follow strictly the forms of citation set out in the Referencing Guide published by the School of Cultural Studies and available to all students in the School on Moodle.
Structure of the dissertation
Title-page:  The title-page should set out the following information:   (1) Title;  (2) Author; (3) statement:  ‘Independent project submitted for the 20-credit level 6 module “Independent Project”’ for the degree of BA in Single Honours English’ [or Joint Honours English and ….] or ‘Dissertation submitted for the 40-credit level 6 module “Dissertation” for the degree of BA in Single Honours English’ [or Joint Honours English and ….]; (4) the year.  The information should be arranged as follows:

TITLE

NAME

Independent Project / Dissertation submitted for the 20/40-credit, level 6 module ‘Independent Project’ / ‘Dissertation’ for the degree of BA in Single Honours English. [or JH English and ….. ] … or …
2016
Contents
Abstract:  The abstract should briefly outline the topic of the dissertation or independent project, explaining its significance, the particular question or questions that give the dissertation focus and which the research was intended to answer, and the methodology adopted. It should provide a brief summary of each chapter and the main arguments therein. The abstract should be no more than about 500 words.
Introduction:   The Introduction should be succinct (2 or 3 pages) and set out the subject, the question or research problem that the dissertation is designed to address, the approach that the dissertation or project takes, the structure of the dissertation, and a brief summary of the argument. A fully-referenced synthesis of established scholarship and criticism is essential for a dissertation and this should normally be part of what the introduction does. The introduction should be fully referenced using footnotes or endnotes.  References should follow the conventions set out in the School’s Referencing Guide.
Chapters:  The chapters contain the substance of the project or dissertation, the exploration of the subject, the analysis of the research, and the development of the argument.  The chapters should be fully referenced using footnotes or endnotes. The number of chapters depends on the nature of the subject, but normally we expect two or three chapters for the 40-credit dissertation and one or two chapters for the 20-credit independent project. If there is only one chapter, it need not be titled as such but should be distinguished from the Introduction and Conclusion. If there are more than one the chapters should be complete in themselves and at the same time contribute to the overall argument of the dissertation or project.  When judging the quality of the dissertation or project, examiners will consider how well it is structured, that is, how well the chapters explore particular aspects of the research question and also contribute to the overall argument of the dissertation or project.  One might think of the chapters as a series of related essays, but it is important that the dissertation draws out how the different parts relate to each other and to the dissertation as a whole.

Conclusion:  The Conclusion (like the Introduction) should be succinct.  Its purpose is to draw together the different parts of the dissertation or project, to highlight the interrelatedness of the chapters (if there are more than one), and to show how the different parts of the dissertation or project contribute to its argument and conclusion.  The conclusion may contain some repetition of ideas, arguments and analysis from the chapters, but its overall purpose is synthesis.

Bibliography:  This should set out the primary and secondary materials used for the dissertation or project, and may contain sub-headings indicating which materials are primary and which are secondary.  The Bibliography should follow the conventions set out in the Referencing Guide.  
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