[bookmark: _GoBack]The article on ‘Liverpool shooting and the devastating impact of violence and deprivation’ is of great interest to me and has been for many years. It Is shocking, that these events are occurring, and unfortunately with the lack of government funding I think this will happen for many more years to come.
[bookmark: _Int_y4LcRs1c][bookmark: _Int_didejO04][bookmark: _Int_H5Z2Mnkf] Having brought up to boys, now in their late twenty's this was a big worry of mine as one of my boys nearly fell victim to this crime. He moved to a city and being the new face on the block, was targeted. They befriended him then gently lured him into believing that he could make lots of money by selling class B drugs Ensuring him if he were to be caught it would only be a reprimand. Narrowly minded he fell for it. Before he knew it, he was caught in their trap. Realising this he tried to escape from it all but was met with heavy consequences which have truly scarred him.
[bookmark: _Int_ctjlLCPU]Experiencing this myself was horrendous, I really sympathise with the parents from these deprived areas. My son was not even in a deprived area but still was targeted. Things need to change swiftly. The government needs to act responsibly in helping where inequality of children that are deprived, through lack of money and not enough support where it is needed most.
[bookmark: _Int_5jUVSG2i]There are so many Churches empty today, these would make great drop-in centres or youth clubs. Helping children have a focus in life would be of immense value. Getting children interested in hobbies, music, art and so fore could help reduce the risk of them falling victim to these horrendous gangs. Church lads and girl brigade is a prime example of how beneficial it is to help with children of all ages. (Church lad’s and Girl's brigade)
[bookmark: _Int_3w7JdxTN][bookmark: _Int_6b0Q5Fqj][bookmark: _Int_eALG1LZJ]The media have an influential role to play in inequality of deprived areas. Television and the internet being easily accessible to children plays a significant role in this. Advertising new phones, latest game consoles, named clothing, computers and so on. Parents from deprived areas may not be able to provide these items for their children, this can result in a lot of negative peer pressure, pushing them to get it from negative sources. (Vandana, Usha Lenka, 2014, p.457-461) 
[bookmark: _Int_eEoAU2I1][bookmark: _Int_xUYBGHDh][bookmark: _Int_tdVcYbed][bookmark: _Int_p6npuRpO]Some communities may accept that they may not have all of this but their happy in themselves. Where in many other areas the pressure often is too much and when they notice a large gang Prescence on their doorstep it often becomes the norm for them to join. Not realising what is to come. Before they know it their deeply engrossed in the entire process. By this time, they are generally taking drugs themselves. Experiencing how drugs change people, the fear is that more children from deprived areas may join more gangs, and this will only add to more innocent lives being lost. As in the article states unfortunately violence is also a big part of the gang circles.
[bookmark: _Int_of7jqynh][bookmark: _Int_iXsgItCE][bookmark: _Int_jCsMFZ6t]It is time for the government to act on this serious matter as soon as possible, as with the cost of living getting so much higher it could force deprived areas into theft, drug taking and joining these horrendous gangs. It was bad enough for them before, what to think of such challenging times to come.
The article highlights inequality, covering the fact that these areas do not have the opportunities that many other children may have. Their chances of jobs are not as easy to get. Their chances of material success are limited.
[bookmark: _Int_38pREMLP]The positivity in this article, that prevention is of foremost importance is great to read. Prevention is better than cure. Maybe introducing the YTS scheme again for children leaving school or apprenticeships could give some self-worth. This may not make them rich, but it may help in seeing a positive future and feeling some pride in their achievements. (Burns, 2016)
[bookmark: _Int_rDQSK0G1][bookmark: _Int_6v5htIKW] As a nation it would be good to all try to help in any small way. Not looking down on people who are as less fortunate would be a good start. See all as equal souls, do not judge on their misfortunes, be compassionate and think about ways in which we can help each other. It is in my culture to cook and distribute food to the homeless or to anybody in need. Due to the huge rise in the cost of living these days many people use this service. If we all do a little something even if it is making people aware of the inequalities of so many areas, then this could make an enormous difference to the crisis of today.
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