What is the process for a prosecution of a Dike of this type (Forced Rape)

I am going to explain the process that an Athenian citizen would take if they were attempting to accuse and get justice in the case of a forced rape. 
First of all the defendant would be summoned by the plaintiff to the court and declared the plain with two other witnesses. The type of magistrate would be dependant on the type of case that the plaintiff wished to bring against the other and therefore they had to appear before a specific magistrate on a specific day as explained in Aristophenes, Clouds 12241. This is a play and therefore we cannot be certain if this is an exact representation of everyday life in classical Athens however there is a good chance that this was apart of the legal system at the time. This was dependant however on the type of proscedure which would either be an ‘apagogue’ in which the defendant would be taken into custody before hand and was the case if the defendant was caught in the act or there was no question to their guilt2 or an ‘endikisis’ where the plaintiff would request for the arrest of another private individual, penalties were then decided by the court and the defendant was not required to be arrested3. These sources come from Gerhard a modern scholar and were translated from German, therefore they cannot be trusted as much as ancient sources due to the fact that modern scholars may have misinterpreted their sources. 
The next step is that a reception of the case would be taken by the magistrate, the plaintiff would present their claim/accusation to the magistrate. Witnesses would also be heard regardless of if the defendant was present or not and the case would be left open until the defendant made an appearance4. If the defendant did attend however it was possible for the magistrate to refuse a case that is believed to be ill-founded5. If the plaint was accepted by the magistrate however it was published on a ‘whitened tablet’ above to Agora, this would have taken place in either a public or a private suit6. Though Harrison uses an ancient source ‘The Clouds, by Aristophanes to support this, the scene in question is vague and does not outright refer to this taking place. The reason that this is used is because Harrison tell us that the plea against Sokrates was on display.
In Athenian courts, both sides had to pay a due, according to Harrison, if the plaintiff did not produce the dues the case was dismissed, he tells us that it is not known if this was the case for the defendant also. While this is not the most reliable source, I can trust that Harrison has vast understanding of the Greek system and we can be sure that there were dues that were required to be paid7.
The next step was to question the litigants to decide wether or not the defendant was to aquitted or condemned, during this process an oath was to be taken8. This source talks about the Oaths brought about during Solons reforms and how every citizen had to take an oath to uphold the laws.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although there was little on cases regarding forced rape this may be due to the fact that it may not be an issue that was spoken about to the massively patriarchal society at the time, however I have been able to partially map out to legal system in general.
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