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INTERVIEW PARTICIPANT INFORMATION SHEET 

Study Title: MicroGuide-2 - A randomised controlled trial of the impact of MicroGuide™ computerised decision support modules on antimicrobial prescribing behaviours and clinical outcomes.
Chief Investigator: Dr Philip Scott, Reader in Health Informatics, University of Portsmouth.
Sponsor: Merck Sharp & Dohme (UK) Limited (MSD).

IRAS ID number: 295323

Invitation and brief summary

As a staff member who is registered with Horizon Strategic Partners and actively uses the MicroGuide™ application (app) at your hospital, we would like to invite you to participate in a research study to evaluate the app. To help inform your decision, we have provided this Participant Information Sheet (PIS). A member of our research team is also available to go through the PIS with you and answer any potential questions that may arise.

This research aims to study if and how patterns of antibiotic prescribing have changed in participating NHS Trusts that have implemented MicroGuide™ decision support modules (DSMs) for at least 6 months for five common infections. We would like to offer you the opportunity to participate in a one-to-one interview to learn about your experiences and opinions of the app.

Purpose and background to the research

The World health organisation (WHO) declared Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) as one of the ten most significant global public health threats facing humanity. Thus, the United Kingdom (UK) government currently has in place a 5-year national action plan (2019-2024) and long-term vision (20 years) for AMR by 2040.  

The UK government’s long-term vision and the NHS Long Term Plan advocates the use of clinical decision support tools to optimise antimicrobial treatment. Clinical decision support tools are electronic tools or software, which incorporate an underlying algorithm to support clinical decision-making at the point of care. They combine patient specific data with evidence-based guidelines and knowledge of antibiotics. 

In this research study, MicroGuide™ with the new clinical decision support modules (DSMs) for five common infections is being evaluated. This has been implemented at your NHS hospital Trust, place of employment.

[bookmark: _Hlk66192296]At present, we do not know whether or how prescribing behaviour has changed following the implementation of MicroGuide™ DSMs and what the downstream impact (if any) is on antibiotic resistance, clinical outcomes or patient outcomes.  We also don’t know about the experiences of healthcare professionals using the app. 

Therefore, this study aims to learn more about how health care professionals use the MicroGuide decision-support modules. We are particularly interested in your views of MicroGuide DSM, in terms of your user experience, the influence on your prescribing practice and how the App could be improved. 



What would taking part involve?

1. You have been contacted by e-mail by Horizon Strategic Partners to offer you the opportunity of participating in the interview phase of the study.
2. The e-mail communication includes details of how to contact the research team, independently of Horizon Strategic Partners, by e-mail or telephone to arrange a suitable time and place for a 45-minute video call or face-to-face interview.
3. The interview will be semi-structured, meaning there will be some set questions to explore your use of the decision-support elements of the app, including when and why you use or do not use it; how your use of DSMs has changed over time; your opinions on the DSMs usability, content, usefulness and effectiveness; and opinions of how the DSMs could be improved or what may prevent or enable DSM use. 
4. The interview will be digitally recorded and then transcribed by a University-approved independent transcription service. Any identifiable data in digital recordings during transcription will be anonymised. 
5. The anonymised text shared with the researchers for the process of data analysis.
6. The interview data will be analysed to identify common themes expressed by app users and these themes will be grouped and summarised for the study report.
7. Themes may be illustrated in the study report with direct quotes from participants but the quotes will be anonymous.

Data security

People who do not need to know who you are will not be able to see your name or contact details. Your data will have a code number instead. We will keep all information about you safe and secure.
The only personally identifiable data captured electronically during this study will be recorded in a decode Masterfile. This document will link an interview participant number code to their name and profession/grade and place of work.  The same document would also link a hospital site number code to the hospital name. This document will be password-protected (accessible only to the research assistant and chief investigator) and will be stored on an NHS hospital laptop, login and password-protected.  This decode Masterfile and digital recordings will be permanently destroyed at the end of the study. Any paper copies of study documents with personally identifiable information will be stored securely on the researcher’s person or in a locked university office and destroyed securely at the end of the study’s data retention period.
Once we have finished the study, we will keep some of the data so we can check the results. We will write our reports in a way that no-one can work out that you took part in the study.
What are the possible benefits of taking part?

This is an opportunity for you to participate in an innovative research project using a digital solution to combat AMR. As AMR is a global threat and research of this kind this has the potential to inform government policy; both in the UK and internationally. By taking part, you will be able to share your views on the MicroGuide™ DSMs and to influence the future developments and use of the app. If you are interviewed, you will be reimbursed for your time (up to 45 minutes) with a £30 Amazon® voucher.

What are the possible disadvantages of taking part?

Apart from taking the time to read this information sheet and associated consent form, you will receive a small number of e-mails or telephone calls to arrange your interview and you will be required to be available for a 45-minute interview either at your place of work or over the telephone, but during your personal time (e.g. lunch break).

Next steps

If you have any further questions about the study, please contact the research team as outlined in the e-mail communication received from Horizon Strategic Partners.

If you are willing to participate in this study, please contact the research team as outlined in the e-mail communication received from Horizon Strategic Partners. 

The research team will send you further information about the study to your NHS Hospital Trust email, including a consent form (Version 2.0; dated 30/03/2021). There will be an opportunity to ask questions about the study prior then arranging a suitable time and place for a 45-minute telephone or face-to-face interview.

Please read, sign and date the consent form and provide a signed copy to the researcher as detailed in the email.

Further information

Participation in this study is voluntary and should you choose not to participate, this will not impact upon your relationship with Horizon Strategic Partners or the research team. You can stop being part of the study at any time, without giving a reason. The results of the study will be published in an appropriate scientific journal and presented at one or more relevant conferences.

Thank you for taking the time to read this Participant Information Sheet. 
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