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How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing?
Modern policing has been influenced in many ways by past instances of police malpractice and misconduct which often draw significant attention from the public. To maintain the publics trust and confidence in UK policing, changes to policy and procedure must constantly be made with the aim to limit and prevent future instances from occurring. Even in recent years, there has been new legislation passed by the government as well as organisational changes made with the aim of preventing misconduct and malpractice.
Police officers are granted a statutory power over others which includes the power to make an arrest, taking away another person’s liberties. With this comes a responsibility to act in a manner that does not bring discredit to policing as an organisation and to carry out the duties of the office diligently (College of Policing, 2014) it is failures in these responsibilities which constitute misconduct or malpractice. When these arise; an efficient, effective and fair system to handle these instances and such a system has become a core requirement of modern policing (Smith, 2010).
All instances of police misconduct and malpractice have the potential to negatively impact not only the individuals directly involved but also the policing organisations and the general public as a whole (Lersch, 2002, cited in Fridell, 2021). In the UK, police forces were built on the principle of having consent of the public to do so thusly dependant on the publics’ continued confidence and trust in the policing system (College of Policing, 2023). When the publics’ trust in the police is diminished, they are less inclined to cooperate with investigations or report crimes which in-turn fuels further distrust as the police are not seen to be tackling crime. Mistrust of the police can lead to an unbalanced community and heightened feelings of unfairness where some members of the public feel well served and others not so (Brown, 2023). Improvements can be made in the relationship between police and the communities they serve by police forces being seen to carry out their duties efficiently.  
Instances of malpractice and misconduct are likely to undermine that trust and negatively impact policing. Police malpractice and misconduct is not limited to the UK however, UK policing has continued to feel the effects of such instances which occur in other countries. An example of this in recent years is the death of George Floyd in the USA; the former police officer Derek Chauvin of the Minneapolis Police was convicted of the murder of George Floyd whilst on duty (BBC, 2021) and this event led to added tensions between the public and the police in the UK and negatively affected how policing was viewed on UK streets by members of the community (Thompson, 2020). A survey carried out by YouGov and Abraham(2021) suggested that the UK publics’ trust in the police fell between 2020 and 2021, with 50% of ethnic minority adults in the UK polled now stating that they do not have trust in the police, this is compared to 60% of the wider general public who state that they do trust the police. This difference has been attributed to the results showing that the majority of the persons from ethnic minorities that were polled think that they are treated less fairly by the police and criminal justice system with instances of police misconduct and malpractice. 
In England and Wales, since 1976, there have been a number of national bodies formed with the purpose of providing independent oversight into how complaints against police, especially with regards to malpractice and misconduct, are handled by local forces. The first of which came with the introduction of the (Police Act 1976); forming the Police Complaints Board and giving police forces a statutory responsibility to forward all relevant complaint to the board for review. This Police Complaints Board was later replaced by the Police Complaints Authority and then the Independent Police Complaints Commission which has in 2018 been renamed as the ‘Independent Office for Police Conduct' (IOPC), as each of these bodies were formed, greater statutory power was granted to them (Torrible, 2020). The name changes to the IOPC came after the then IPCC was handling six times as many investigations into police misconduct and malpractice, the government then implementing this change into the Policing and Crime Act 2017 (IOPC, nd). The number of police complaints more than doubled between 2002 and 2016 (IOPC, 2020) and as instances of misconduct and malpractice were increasing, the government passed this new legislation to allow the IOPC to deal with these more effectively.
In conclusion, past instances of police misconduct and malpractice have had and continue to make a detrimental impact on policing and the service it delivers by diminishing trust in the service, members of the public are less likely to report crimes or cooperate with officers which in turn leads to views that the police are not fit for service as they are not or unable to combat crime and keep the community safe which is their core purpose. Instances that occur around the globe have the potential to impact other forces in different countries with the same effect. In an attempt to combat this, the government has introduced significant legislation and national bodies to provide oversight into the management of police complaints of misconduct, intending to provide an independent and impartial service that can alleviate the public’s concern. With numbers of police complaints in the UK still appearing to rise, it is likely that the government will continue its pattern of producing further legislation with the aim of providing these independent bodies with more statutory power as further instances arise and the public’s perception of the job that officers do improves. With these oversight bodies in place, it is important to note that it is the small minority of police officers that are responsible for these instances of misconduct; out of 14,393 public complaints on police officers in the UK for the year ending 2021, only 1% of those were referred to misconduct proceedings and it was found that no action was required in 92% of them (Home Office, 2022).
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How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents?
Media coverage affects policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents in a number of ways. The media has a great power which is able to sway and influence public opinion not only in regard to how the public perceive the police and their progress in an investigation but also how the victim, perpetrators or even potential perpetrators are perceived. Inaccurate reporting can be damaging to both an investigation, court case and the perceived character of those who may or may not be involved. 
Media coverage is no longer limited to mainstream media outlets such as the BBC, the rise of social media has presented new challenges to policing and allowed individuals and corporations to publish any narrative they see fit for their own gain, regardless of how accurate or damaging the information they give to members of the public can be, being known colloquially as “Fake News” (Olan et al., 2022). “Fake news” and other videos posted in the new media often show a limited portion of an event and are often edited, clipped or shortened to provoke a reaction from the public and has been used to portray an altered version of events, possibly involving the victim, perpetrator(s) or police in public protection incidents (Molina, 2019). These such videos can have a negative effect on a police investigation and Capellan (2020) suggests that the ‘Ferguson effect’, named after the portrayal of police in the media following the fatal shooting of Michael Brown by a police officer in the USA in 2014, contributes to negative views on the police resulting in the community being less likely to engage with officers during an investigation into incidents as well as police officers feeling as though the community does not want to engage with them; Interactions between the police and the general public, becoming increasingly tense as mutual trust declines, leading to potential loss of evidence and less thorough investigations (Nix and Pickett, 2017). The number of reported public protection incidents has been increasing steadily over the last 10 years but despite the increase in the number of complaints of these crimes, the policing of rape and other serious sexual assaults has come under increased scrutiny due to high attrition rates and a steady drop in charge and conviction rates (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue Services, 2021), (CPS, 2021). 
Between 2010 and 2015 the media reported on a number of public protection incidents which included a number of grooming rings across the UK where the perpetrators of which were south-Asian men, eventually convicted of rape as well as conspiracy to engage in sexual activity with children, trafficking for sexual exploitation, sexual activity with a girl under sixteen, aiding and abetting rape, and sexual assault; as the media focused on the fact that the perpetrators were Muslims and of Asian origin, instances of islamophobia increased (Gill and Harrison, 2015). This is one example where following a public protection incident, the media caused the vilification of a wider community based on a small number of individuals. This is similar to the 2014 enquiry into cases of child abuse and how public bodies failed to protect children under their care; the media published a number of articles which created a deep fear within the public and vilified all those in the social work profession at the time (Leigh, 2017).
The media does not always play a negative role in public protection incidents, while some individuals would not feel comfortable in reporting incidents to the police for a number of reasons such as mistrust or tensions between members of the public with different cultural identities (Machura et al., 2019), they may be comfortable in reporting instances to other parties. Over the last 25 years, the media has played an instrumental role in bringing the cases of child abuse and the mishandling or coverups of allegations of such abuse from within the catholic church to the attention of the public (Powell and Scanlon, 2017) and continue to bring to light further instances of abuse, all whilst keeping the important issue in the headlines, forcing action to be taken by the government, police service and the church (Butler and Drakeford, 2003. Cited in Powell and Scanlon, 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk134180485]In 2001, the UK government introduced multi-agency public protection arrangements (MAPPA) in legislation. Both the Police and HM Prisons and Probation services are responsible authorities who are required to work together to identify and manage dangerous and violent offenders, including sex offenders and offenders in public protection incidents, who pose a higher risk to other members of the public. MAPPA works collaboratively with other agencies such as the local authority and the NHS (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021).
In conclusion, media coverage has a number of possible outcomes on policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents. Whilst the mainstream media in the UK is governed by certain regulatory bodies such as Ofcom and regulations such as section 5 which states that ‘news, in whatever form, is reported with due accuracy and presented with due impartiality’ (Ofcom, 2023) meaning that published reports are required to be accurate; these regulations do not yet extend to the parties who are especially active on social media and mostly responsible for the influx of ‘fake news’ which includes inaccurate or damaging material. Both of these regulated and unregulated sources can cause harm in relation to public protection incidents, unnecessarily vilifying individuals or harming an investigation. It has also been shown how the media can positively influence public protection incidents in regard to the handing of the child abuse scandals in the catholic church, assisting victims in coming forward with allegations of abuse and preventing possible cover-ups by the catholic church. Due to the changing influence the media has on individual instances, the police are not able to adopt a ‘one size fits all’ approach and policing organisations must continue to make decisions on a case-by-case basis and be adaptive to the media’s presentation of the case. By working collaboratively with partner agencies, the police can remain transparent in it’s activities and work to limit the harm done by known offenders in public protection incidents.
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How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending? 

The effectiveness of early intervention in preventing young people from offending or re-offending in the UK has been the subject of substantial debate and study in past years and its effectiveness is subjective to a number of variables which are both current and variables which have occurred in the past and whilst the agencies conducting early intervention may have limited methods of controlling these variables, the majority of which are part of a larger, social issue.
In the UK, whilst offenders over the age of 18 who pose a significant risk of reoffending are managed by multi-agency public protection arrangements (MAPPA) this scheme is not open for those under 18. To provide to early intervention to young people who are deemed to be ‘at risk’ of offending or young offenders themselves, intervention is routinely conducted by agencies working in partnership including the police, probation service, education authorities, NHS and local authorities (GOV.UK, 2015), members from these agencies make up part of ‘youth offending teams’ across the country and a requirement on their existence under the Crime and Disorder Act 1998. To reach their full potential and become their best selves, all young people require the assistance and guidance of adults. This guidance is especially crucial when young people are dealing with issues that, if left unresolved, may increase the possibility that they may end up offending or re-offending (Youth Justice Board, 2021). There is a high risk of social isolation for many of the young people associated with the youth offending teams since they are often among the most vulnerable (Leicestershire County Council, 2013). The youth offending teams offer a link from these young people to health and education services, tackling the source of their behavioural difficulties. These young people are frequently victims of crime, many of whom have a history with social services, low school attendance, a lack of education, and potential mental health concerns (Taylor, 2016) these risk factors are referred to as Adverse Childhood Experiences or ACEs. 
Whilst different UK counties have early intervention plans that differ slightly from others, most youth offending teams and youth justice plans laid out by local governments in the UK focus on development by improving life chances of those involved, supporting and empowering young people involved in early intervention programmes to gain life skills in order to play an active part in society, with other counties operating on a wide range between ‘minimalist’ and ‘robust’ approaches (Smith and Gray, 2019).
In the UK, there are two main types of early intervention used; those targeted at young persons before they have offended, working with young people to reduce risk factors, minimising the effect of ACEs by working with education authorities; and those that are targeted to young persons who have already committed offences but working with them to reduce risk factors, aiming to deter them from more serious or violent crime (Boyd and Bermingham, 2019) these are then further divided and many kinds of support can be offered from mentoring, school therapy and family based support programmes. Early interventions in a school or education environment can identify students who are underachieving academically, displaying behavioural issues or at danger of suspension or expulsion and provide additional academic and behavioural support. When further support is used in favour of suspensions or exclusions, this tactic has been shown to increase social engagement, academic achievement, and emotional control (Scott and Spencer, 2013). A government report sated that young persons who are excluded from school are twice as likely to carry a knife (Sheridan, 2018). Multisystemic therapy (MST) is another type of early intervention used by youth offending services, this intervention is focused on family and community for young people who are at danger of being removed from their homes and placed in care or in detention because they have serious behavioural issues or have committed criminal offences; the main objectives are to prevent young people from engaging in anti-social activities by ensuring them safety at home and at school where they are away from negative influences (MSTUK, n.d). In a 2011 study, the use of multisystemic therapy instead of typical youth offending team interventions was shown to decrease offending rates even further than that of typical interventions concluding that multisystemic therapy adds to the current types of intervention used and whilst the results were positive, multisystemic therapy should not be used to replace current methods but should be used in addition to them (Butler et al., 2011). The most efficient approaches to preventing and treating mental health problems are frequently diverse and tailored to the person, necessitating the use of one or more highly skilled and experienced practitioners. In families where there are known parenting risks, "child-parent psychotherapy," which has good evidence of lowering the risk of child neglect (which contributes to ACEs), has many similarities to MST. With this approach, parents receive therapy over an extended period of time to help them work through traumatising emotions and develop effective strategies for promoting their children's development and enforcing parental authority (Early Intervention Foundation, 2018).
In conclusion, early intervention is effective in reducing the offending and re-offending rates in young people. The partnership approach that it uses, brought in by the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 has reduced the number of young people taken into police custody (Haydon, 2014) and continues to change and adapt, bringing in the use of new intervention methods and techniques in order to target the source of the issues causing young persons to offend. There is still learning to be done around methods that are most effective however it is evident that intervention tools must be tailored to each young person at risk. There is not currently a standardised list of methods across the UK, instead each county has a different approach which suits each individual community. Identifying and targeting root causes of criminal behaviour in young persons is a specific function of the youth offending teams and it has been shown that attempting to limit the harm done by adverse childhood experiences has a direct impact on offending and reoffending rates.
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Are partnership approaches the most effective means of rehabilitating offenders?

In the UK, the rehabilitation of offenders is primarily the responsibility of the prison and probation agency in England and Wales however, the police, local authority and non profit organisations all play an important role and work in partnership with each other to assist in the rehabilitation of offenders. (Taylor, 2022). There are many approaches to the rehabilitation of offenders across the world with a range of stances on rehabilitation ranging from minimal input to extensive.
Partnership strategies are generally based on the idea that as crime has evolved, no one single agency can effectively address the complex issues arising relating to public safety and crime alone (Berry, 2011). During the conception of partnership working with the police in the 1980s, some of the main focuses were on making the police more transparent to the public and reducing fear of crime in communities, the focus has now shifted away from this instead becoming more focused on managing ‘quality of life offences and related disorder (Cox, 2019). After a 1995 report, ‘Drug Action Teams’ were formed in local areas between the police, NHS, drug treatment services and other non-profit organisations to target offenders of crime that used drugs (Home Office, 1995). Imprisonment alone, when used as a punishment against drug users has limited success in preventing them reoffending or preventing future drug abuse (Stevenson, 2011). With the introduction of the Criminal Justice Act 2003 came drug and alcohol treatment orders that could be put in place by the courts, mandating that offenders who suffer with drug and alcohol abuse attend substance abuse treatment courses with the aim of curbing their addiction, the ultimate goal being the reduction of reoffending and overall crime. Not only was this power given to the courts but police forces were now able to order offenders of low-level crime associated with drug and alcohol use to attend courses instead of issuing a charge to court, both reducing the strain on the criminal justice system and providing support to those who were at risk of offending due to their vulnerability to substance misuse. As-well as the courts and police force making improvements in relation to partnership working in regards to the rehabilitation of drug and alcohol users who commit offences, significant improvement has been made in the prison system where UK prisons are now working with healthcare professionals and non profit organisations to assist with substance addictions, in some cases assisting in providing detoxes to those who require it (Prison Reform Trust, 2022), this support inside prison has only become widely available within the last 30 years where non-profit organisations continue to have contact with prisoners even after their release, sometimes mandated by courts but also often voluntarily. The requirement for partnership working around the identification, support and management of drug and alcohol offenders is massive, information sharing between agencies such as the prison service and the non profit or health organisation managing treatment is crucial not only to identify offenders who would benefit from treatment plans but also identifying associated risks in order to tailor treatment to the specific individual (Tiquet, 2019).
A report by Pudney (2017) examines the effect of a community archaeology project had on rehabilitating offenders who were serving custodial sentences in HMP and YOI Parc, the ‘Motivating Offender Rehabilitation Through Archaeological Recording, Investigation and Analysis’ or MORTARIA project took place between 2012 and 2014. The prison and young offenders institute Parc aims to rehabilitate offenders and to give them skills in order to allow them to play an active part in society upon their release (HMP PARC, 2022), introducing the skill of archaeology to prisoners is fitting with the prison’s philosophy of equipping prisoners with skills they can use upon their release to society.
In 2001, the UK government introduced multi-agency public protection arrangements (MAPPA) in legislation. Both the Police and HM Prisons and Probation services are responsible authorities who are required to work together to identify and manage dangerous and violent offenders, including sex offenders and offenders in public protection incidents, who pose a higher risk to other members of the public. MAPPA works collaboratively with other agencies such as the local authority and the NHS (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2021). There appears to be great collaboration between the police and probation service however there has not been as much communication between these two services and the prison service (Wood and Kemshall, 2007). The opportunity to learn from partner agencies should be a key priority for those involved in multi-agency working however there has been some reported disconnect in the case of MAPPA where the prison and probation agencies are not as interested from learning from each other as the police, respondents in a survey suggesting that they would have nothing of relevance to learn from the other agency as their role did not interchange with their own (Nash and Walker, 2009).
In conclusion, partnership approaches are an effective means of rehabilitating offenders, it has been shown that the rehabilitation of offenders cannot be left to a single organisation and requires collaboration between several different parties. These partnership approaches have been put in place by the governments passing of legislation and just a couple have been covered in this essay. Improvements and changes are being made constantly to the way these partnership approaches to rehabilitation are being delivered, with lessons being learned from past results. Whilst data is scarce on the direct relation of some of these rehabilitation methods on re offending rates, it has been made clear that the existence and current implementation of these methods are making a positive impact into the lives of some offenders who have chosen to work with the programmes available, especially in the case of drug and alcohol treatments around offenders in prison. With the police and criminal justice system as stretched as it currently is, society is relying on partnership working with non-profit and other organisations to help fill the gap left by current services; current services would not be able to effectively manage effective rehabilitation of offenders on their own.
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