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Introduction 

Media in a simple term is suggested by Silverblatt (2013) as the means for mass communication through publishing, broadcasting, and the internet collectively. With the internet being introduced to the world in the 1970’s , the first source of digital media known and heard by children digitally online is email communication which was introduced to the world in the late 1990’s according to Left (2002). Since then, the numbered reports of email accounts has developed from around 10 million to 3 billion active email accounts registered in 2021 as recorded by Knowledge Base (2019). The rise in the amount of email accounts shows the public that this could be due to a rise in businesses, schools and individuals and that access to the internet as it is easily accessible compared to the early 1990’s where it was rare that individuals and households had access due to development of this technological advancement. 
Reports from the United Nations Children’s Fund/UNICEF (2021) stated that near to 1.5 Billion children taught in public funded schools suffered from educational development opportunities and social development opportunities due to the lockdown on schools during the recent Covid 19 Pandemic. The report also states that the response to help with the improvement of these missed experiences was to utilise communication platforms such as Zoom or Microsoft teams online. Nadella (2020) states that this enabled children and young people to still remotely be able to develop educationally and socially between themselves as well as with teachers and leaders. With the needs to solve and repair any loss to development within children and young people during this challenging pandemic, there are arguments that this advancement that is planned to be utilised in the future will not only improve a child’s educational needs but damage any social skills that children would normally with in school involvement develop.















Methods and Methodology.
This written report will explore these negative and positive impacts on children’s educational and social development with the use of digital medias such as educational and business platforms such as Microsoft Teams and how the Welsh Government influence this development and the safeguarding of children when using the internet from home and touch upon the positive and negative impact of digital marketing that children could come across when using social and educational platforms. Using secondary resources consisting of journal articles, websites and books , the report should explain the benefits of the online approach currently being used in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. The next section of this report will discuss the findings upon the positive and negative effects in which digital media has on children and young people with some exploration into how the Welsh government are insuring that children and young people across Wales are protected against any safeguarding issues that digital media may create. 






















Literature Review

To understand a child's educational development, we must first understand the history and how educational development opportunities have changed through history. Educational development has been shown to have a greater importance than most other developmental areas a child goes through such as puberty and cognitive development describes Heyneman (2021) who discusses that Fredrick the Great Leader of Prussia in 1763 developed mainstream public schools in Prussia as opportunities for not only developing children's cognitive and literacy skills but a chance for many children to develop social skills. This approach to educational development meant not only children where socialising but the “social” aspect of this development was also enhancing the children’s ability to work as a team to develop educationally in Catholic schools. AT the time it is evident that digital media was not available and that newspapers, scrolls and the bible were used during these times in Wales as the only media that children had access to. This is discussed by Evans (1971) as the children having limited access to the world around them if they did not attend school at the time and children not being able to get the access to education if there was no school attendance causing educational development downfall in many under sixteens at the time. 
If the recent pandemic that was briefly mentioned in the introduction of this report was to take place during the time of this educational development, there would not only have been more deaths due to a lack in health and social care at the time but an uprise in unhealthy relationships between people with the ability to cause more worldwide wars at the time as reported by Rutter (2015). With this said, many theorists back this theory such as Urie Bronfenbrenner, Fredrich Frobel and Lev Vygotsky believed that educational development not only improves a child’s educational development but opens a door to other developmental areas such as cognitive and social skills as stated by Bronfenbrenner (1979), Vaughan and Estola (2007) and Vadeboncoeur (2017). 
With Bronfenbrenner (1979) stating that the educational development skills of a child can be at a better standard in mainstream public schools then those home taught, there is evidence from Fadilah (2018) discussing that digital media platforms such as Microsoft teams and social media platforms such as Facebook can negatively and positively effect a children's educational development in age ranges from early childhood to adolescence. These positive and negative effects that digital media for example the internet can have on a child's educational development will now be discussed. 
Fredrich Frobel believed that every child should be treated as an individual to develop a Childs educational need successfully and with at home learning experiences being essential to a learning environment both at home and in the classroom and be harmonious in doing so as stated by Bruce (2012). With this theory of harmonious learning in school and out of school in mind, it is vital to understand a developing child’s needs and to also understand the ever-growing technology-based environment around the home and their school lives according to Heider (2015) that home education and using platforms such as Microsoft teams at home can improve the educational needs of a child. This thought process is challenged by Vygotsky (2012) who believes that only social and emotional development can come from a child's home and that it is difficult to create a learning environment in many working or busy homes. Although this theory could make sense to many there is also several negative attitudes towards Vygotskys theory of only social and emotional development and that children who suffer with mental health complications such as autism can come across a social, emotional, and educational boundary both at home and in school without the use of digital medias and social networking platforms such as TikTok and Google as stated by Wang et El (2017).  Kaori, Nepo and Axelrod (2021) discuss that ‘individuals with intellectual disabilities (ID) experience disparities in technology access, which may limit their engagement in mobile device-based leisure” and this could be a big concern to any children and young people developing on the autism spectrum that they will not be able to participate in out of school education set out on platform such as Microsoft teams or Zoom and this could leave them to failing behind key educational development levels within school. 
As stated previously in the report the Covid-19 pandemic has forced an educational approach to mostly online learning. Microsoft teams has been reported to have been utilised by higher education providers and Universities across the globe states Tiyar and Khoshsima (2015). Zoom and Microsoft teams both have benefits to their systems when it comes to education, but Zoom does lack some educational abilities in which Microsoft teams can. With this need for video conferencing and learning zoom and Microsoft teams have both been the two most utilized platforms used by educational settings across the United Kingdom as states Cawley (2021). Cawley (2021) later states that although zoom is utilized by both business and schools it is not as well connected as Microsoft teams for educational purposes due to its lack of collaboration around whole teams and workplaces. This meaning that most educational settings that are primary, secondary or of higher education have chosen to use Microsoft teams due to its abilities of setting ‘homework’ or ‘assignment’ tasks that the whole class can join in with as states Microsoft (2021). 
This meaning that the use of technology and online learning is not new, but from a primary level of teaching, this method has never been used in this way states Hidalgo et El (2020). With this a positive approach has been created throughout both primary and secondary schools that children will not miss out on as much educational development as they would if online sources were not available. It is also reported as a negative towards educational development as even with the availability of cheap and high-speed internet and cheaply available sources such as mobile phones and laptops that many families, children and young people and schools cannot afford to have this access due to lack in income and funding as reported by Wang et el (2019). This meaning that many children and young people could simply not afford to develop educationally from this ‘online’ approach of education. 
The development in technology has not been taken lightly by older generations such as the baby boomers of the 1900’s due to the mass confusion and mistrust in data collecting services, states Miller (2019). There is evidence of this though process with Ofqual (2021) reporting losses to educational development during the pandemic due to children and young people having a lack of equipment to contribute towards online home learning. Although during the pandemic there was presenting times that affected everyone working from home, many children lost out on educational development through digital media due to these opinions, with Feiertag and Berge (2008) contributing that older generations are afraid of what technology can do due to a lack in teaching and education upon the internet for their age and the availability of the internet whilst they themselves where in education. With safety online being the empowerment to allowing children and young people to educationally develop there has been some negativity to the internet not being safeguarded as information about pupils would be in schools that may not need to be discussed within a child's education as discussed by Ninth National People’s Congress Standing Committee (2010) and Dayton: Future Publishing Ltd (1996). To overcome this fear of the internet in older generations, the Welsh Government have created a set of action plans to encourage the use of online learning at home and to help educate Welsh residents on the importance of being technology competent to a certain degree to help encourage a child to educational develop. 
 The Welsh Government (2021) have set out an action plan within the Welsh education system named “Enhancing digital resilience in education: An action plan to protect children and young people online”. With this action plan there are several actions that are still ongoing during the current pandemic where it was reported by United Nations Children’s Fund (2021) that during the Covid 19 Pandemic more than 1.5 billion children had suffered at the hands of school closures globally. This allowed room for children’s classes to move online which benefited children’s educational development and social development through social media platforms such as Tiktok and Facebook as well as educational platforms such as teams and Hwb Wales. With the rise in internet use in Wales as stated by Statistics for Wales (2019), the Welsh Government started governing ideas into how to successfully use this opportunity to not only guide parents into safety for their children while online but within schools there would be opportunities to express the need for online safety amongst children and young people when viewing digital content, not only during the current Covid-19 Pandemic but also in the near future. The next stage of this report is to conclude and overall examine the positives and negatives of digital media use to enhance a child’s educational development. 





















Conclusions and Recommendations
In conclusion, the development of technology has caused many opinions from different age ranges and professionals working on developing children and young people educational development. Although positives are evidence such as the response of utilizing services such as Microsoft teams there are negative outcomes and arguments causing a disruption to the online learning approach which is backed by theorists that at home learning can be vital to a child and young person’s educational development and that through times of trouble, children and young people should be able to access this online learning approach and that wages and income can cause a negative approach to this positive approach. If the Welsh Government continue to pursue their action plans of making online learning and educating older generations about technology, then children and young people not only across Wales can develop educationally at ease but children and young people across the globe can develop and learn as technology advances. 
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