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Success means different things to different people as people have dissimilar aims and how to accomplish them. My goal of teaching started at an early age and I always knew to achieve it I would have to be a capable learner that would try their best at any task thrown at them. My academic studies show this as I always tried to push the limits and it resulted in me being accepted into university. Always looking forward and learning from mistakes helps me look to the future and aim high to what I can achieve. Adapting to different environments and scenarios makes me able to try my best while overcoming obstacles and have high expectations of myself, this is why I am aiming for a first in my degree because it would mean a lot to me as I would have achieved my goal and know all my work has paid off. From the skills audit I can see that I need to work on dealing with the general public, succeeding in that would be me working on that and getting to a level where I am comfortable to deal with the public. Future success to me will mean obtaining a full-time job as a teacher after completing the course to the best of my standards. But that is the goal at the end of this course, working hard and getting the work done will be on my mind first.
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Stella Cottrell’s Critical Thinking Skills Developing Effective Analysis and Argument (Cottrell, 2005) helps us understand what critical thinking is. It looks in-depth at what critical thinking is and it can be beneficial to a person for many reasons like being able to question ideas and be able to reflect and think in a reasoned way so you can analyse something to make a more informed decision on whether something is reliable, true or efficient. 
Other benefits of critical thinking include improved attention, observation and more focus on reading, these skills are necessary to be a student and are being used to complete this task, showing critical thinking is used in everyday life. A critical analysis is also touched upon as it can aid people when they are in an argument or debate because you can evaluate what is being said to you more clearly and have a better understanding if something is reliable or flawed, and with this extra knowledge you can decide if their reasons are well-grounded. The main skills needed for critical thinking are attention to detail, repetition, identifying patterns, objectivity and taking different perspectives. The key to learning all these skills is to be patient as these skills are time-consuming and the more time spent analysing evidence the better the outcome will be. Also to have emotional self-management because emotions can make the truth cloudy and hard to understand sometimes and also there could be evidence that triggers emotions because it does not fit with peoples beliefs or opinions and that can rouse anger, sadness, frustration or anxiety. Learning these skills will lead to a good critical thinker. 
Applying critical thinking to academic work is very important because students are expected to develop critical thinking skills so that they can dig deeper below the surface of all types of subjects. People cannot research everything they read because it would take up too much time so being able to get an understanding of what the key features of being reliable are they can use evidence that is likely to be reliable. But also students need to be able to critically evaluate the work of other people, even if they are more qualified than them and they have a larger knowledge of a certain subject compared to the student. Evidence from small projects is often treated as if it were irrefutable evidence that must be true, but with some analysis, it can easily become very flawed. Barriers to critical thinking include the misunderstanding of what is meant by criticism. Some people assume that 'criticism' means making negative comments but it’s about finding out what the positives and negatives are of something. Some people are unaware of the strategies used for critical thinking and have a lack of method and people tend to not critic experts because it can seem strange for students who know little about their subject, to be asked to critique works by those who are more experienced.
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Education is the key to a working society across the world. Not every person will encounter a doctor, librarian, therapist or soldier as long as they will for a teacher, as a teacher will guide you to whom you will become from an early age while helping and supporting you while you experience life. This is why the Welsh education system reflects Wales as a whole and is vital to shaping the future of Wales as the world is forever changing and to make sure the Welsh education system keeps on working well we need to revise the curriculum so children can get the most out of school and apply it to the developing world. My experiences with the education system will be vastly different to a child going through it now but it should be memorable, as it was for me, so that children will want to come back and teach the new generation and give back to where they started, hopefully, the new 2022 curriculum will accomplish this.
Professor Graham Donaldson wrote an important report called Successful Futures (Donaldson, Successful Futures: Independent review of curriculum and assessment arrangements in Wales, 2015) which aimed to develop ‘ambitious learners’ who were ‘ready to learn throughout their lives’, to accomplish this Donaldson increased the use of technology in the classroom by ‘embedding digital literacy in the curriculum’ because he realized that the world revolves around technology but schools fell behind on digital learning for children leaving them ill-prepared against the technologically advanced society. This will help them better adjust to life outside school and make them more likely to make bigger strides in life.
Successful Futures does not come with some controversy. A BBC article was published titled ‘New school curriculum 'gamble' for Wales says expert’ (BBC, 2019). The article states that ‘The curriculum doesn't give enough guidance’ and ‘if they haven't got the time, then they will carry on doing what they know how to do’. The main criticism isn’t the curriculum itself but how teachers across Wales do not have enough time to prepare for it and learn what is best to teach because in order to improve the current curriculum it needed to strive forward and take big leaps, which it has, but teachers and schools need to be trusted and kept at the fore font.
This is echoed in ‘A Systematic Approach to Curriculum Reform in Wales’ (Donaldson, A Systematic Approach to Curriculum Reform in Wales, 2017). Since the Education Reform Act of 1988 Donaldson states that there has been an ‘increasing government interest in the nature of school education’ which justified the Welsh radical education reforms. These radical changes can only be fully fulfilled if the leadership of this curriculum is strong and confident, and those skills are passed down to the teachers delivering this reform to the children, they will need to ‘maintain a clear focus on the vision of what is to be achieved’ and ‘build the confidence and capacity of staff’.
This reform can change Wales and set it onto a path of greatness, and I am excited and thrilled to become a teacher in a huge chapter of Welsh education, but I am also dedicated to making sure the new curriculum will reach its maximum potential.
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