Developing your Critical Reading and Writing: The Compare and Contrast Framework
Using a grid to summarise different authors’ arguments can help you move away from writing descriptively about them. Making comparisons and contrasts between different sources can help you think more deeply about sources and to use evidence from your reading more analytically.

Make your own grid to suit your purpose. For example you might want to compare case studies, practitioners, authors or research methods. You may want to compare more than two. You can adapt the framework to suit you: On screen, large sheets of paper or sticky notes.

Method 
1. Decide what you want to compare and choose a design for your grid or make one of your own. 
2. Identify the main themes you want to explore. These could come from course materials, a lecture or an assignment. 
3. Summarise using key phrases against the themes for each of the sources. 
4. Instead of writing about each source separately, write about each theme making comparisons.

	
	Differences Author A
	Similarities
	Differences Author B

	Theme
	





	
	

	Theme
	





	
	

	Theme
	





	
	

	Theme
	





	
	



