Explore the key historical milestones in the development of youth work.
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Hello, I am Kirsty. Today I am going to be discussing with you some key historical milestones and development in youth work.
I believe that key historical milestones that have developed youth work and that would have affected young people, their lives and communities can be separated into two groups.
1) Organisations, groups, and activities. 
2) Acts, agreements, and policies.
Let’s have a look.
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These are some of the events that have happened that I believe are key to the development of youth work.
Starting with Sunday schools in the 1700’s. Volunteers would teach young people how to read and write.
Dr Phoebe Hill in Hill and Thompson (2018) argues that: 
Sunday schools didn’t always focus on passing on the faith and teaching about religion. However, started as a social need for working class children that’s need external activities and leaning. 
Here we can see that there was a need for a youth-based activity/association and Sunday schools started to help give young people activities and the additional support of learning and peer support. 
Ragged schools were also set up to support young people, providing free education and, in some schools, free food, clothing and a place to stay if needed. They provided free opportunities for young people, helping to keep them off the streets, occupied and to help prevent antisocial behaviour.
Smith explained that: 
One of the great movements of Victorian philanthropy, ragged schools provided for children and young people who were excluded by virtue of their poverty from other forms of schooling. A key feature of their work was that they moved significantly beyond the simple provision of educational opportunity – and as such both provided an example for of youth and adult provision, and a concrete base for their development.
									(Smith, 2001).
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Groups, clubs and associations then stared up and continued from the 1930’s, such groups like the YMCA, YWCA, Guides, Scouts, Duke of Edinburgh and boys and girls clubs across the United Kingdom. The benefit of these clubs for young people was to provide a safe place outside of school and work hours where they could learn, exercise, and socialise in a safe constructive place. I believe this to be a key development in youth work as it starts the opportunity to support young people and get involved with helping them create a better quality of life though the learning and support of clubs.	Comment by kirsty allen: /?
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Acts, reports, and policies have also had a great impact on young people lives. They have been put into actions to improve the health and quality of young people lives. For example, in 1833 ‘The Factory Act’ was put into place to help improve the working conditions of young people by shorten their working hours and providing schooling. Other acts that help children’s health and wellbeing were ‘The Mines Act’ 1842.
‘The Children’s Act’ 1908 was put into place to protect vulnerable children.
‘The Criminal Justice Act’ 1982 was put into place to lead young people away from criminal activity.
Youth and Community work training courses started to become available in 1978, helping those to get the qualifications they needed to go on and work in a youth-based setting.
Wales Youth Agency (WYA), (1993) started identifying issues in rural areas and developing programs to help the young people living in them. They believed that the challenges facing them included boredom and isolation, from little to no activities and facilities, would lead to antisocial behaviour.	Comment by kirsty allen: 
I believe that by these acts being put in place, it helped bring the importance of a child’s and young person’s early years into light, helping people realise they require support and guidance.
Agenda for a generation (UK youth work Alliance), (1996) identified that the youth of the day had a longer ‘growing up’ period than generations before them, as well as becoming more complexed young people that take more risks.
Agenda for a Generation, engaged in addressing three majors:
1)  building the capacity of young people, through promoting their stills, creativity, and enterprise 
2) promoting social inclusion through supporting more disadvantaged young people, re engaging them in learning and thereby enhancing their employability 
3) encouraging active citizenship and developing in young people an awareness of their rights and their responsibilities to the wider community
                                                                       (Agenda for a Generation, YWA,1996).
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The decade I have chosen to focus on is the 1930’s. I believe that there are some key points that would have impacted young people lives and communities and would have influenced youth work practice.
World War one ended in 1918 although the youth of the 1930’s did not have first-hand experience of the war; they did grow up with the weight of it. For example, if a child were born around a year before the first world war, they would have been around four years old when it ended, and their father would have returned making them a late teen in the 1930’s. Many children grew up without their fathers leaving their mothers to take on the parental responsibility alone, and some would have returned disabled, physically and/or mentally and some sadly may have died. This put pressure on the young people to take responsibility and often helped with cores and looking after the younger children.
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The great depression started in 1929 and had its effects on the young people of 1930’s too. It led to cutbacks in school education and added strain on home life as less jobs were available, the family income was lowered making it harder to put food on the table and to be able to afford activities. 
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“UK unemployment reached a peak of 23% in 1932” (Pettinger, 2020, economicshelp.org). Although it is said that the great depression ended in 1933 in the United Kingdom the ramifications of the end of world war one combined with the great depression continued much into the late 1930’s. With a lack of income negative effects would have taken its toll on the home life.  In 1939 the start of world war two, opened opportunities for enrolment, that many young adults took. 
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In 1930 the Youth Hostel Association (YHA) started in the UK, according to the YHA the main purpose was:
To help all, but especially young people, to a greater knowledge, use and love of the countryside, particularly by providing hostels or other accommodation for them on their travels. 
						(YHA England and Wales, 2020).

It was established to facilitate young people from poor housing and terrible conditions, to give them a chance to escape urban life and enjoy time away. I believe that this organisation gave a positive impact on young people lives by allowing them to discover the outdoors and take on fewer adult responsibilities, also opening opportunities for youth work to grow in organisations.
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The boy scouts were an amazing organisation and a great way for young boys to escape day to day life and enjoy learning new things and the outdoors. However, in Germany in 1933, a new youth community was started; Hitler decided to ban the scout movement and a new organization was set up, requiring all young boys to join the Hitler youth, an organization for Nazis’ youth army. This had a bad impact on young people, promoting violence in groups to force young boys to join and comply to Hitlers ideas and beliefs. Controlling and moulding the future generation ready to in roll into the German army. 
Blakemore, stated that:
In January 1933, there were 50,000 members of the Hitler Youth. By the end of the year, there were more than 2 million”. 
(Blakemore, 2018).
This shows how much of an impact this had on youth.
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In 1934 Cardiff and District Federation of girls’ clubs was formed. This is now known as Welsh Association of Youth Clubs (WAYC). They originally started to give and encourage women to set up organizations across the United Kingdom seeking mutual support. This opened new opportunities for youth work as more roles became available aiming for branches to get in contact with each other to arrange activities and trips together, furthermore, creating opportunities for young people to become part of a social group and participate in outdoor and structured activities. “Support our members and young people to access and obtain additional resources, providing more choices and chances for learning, development and growth”. (The United Kingdom Youth Work Alliance 2017).  
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In 1936 the Standing Conference of National Voluntary Youth Organisations was started. Later known as NCVYS. Representatives from eleven youth work organizations came together to create NCVYS with the purpose to establish a higher level of coordination and opportunities for youth and for youth work. The WMCA, guides, scouts were included as the organizations. It aims was to strengthen the voluntary sector and create more opportunities for young people. I believe that his has had a positive impact on youth and communities by helping to give the youth a voice and providing a wide range of information with so many platforms to offer help and support. By working together to inform and influence the public and public policies. 
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According to the NCVYS objectives they state: 
“To Educate and Assist Young People in The Development of Their Spiritual, Mental, Physical and Social Capacities in Order for Them to Develop Maturity as Society Members and Individuals”.
(NCVYS, 2020).
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The CCC know as civilian conservation corps was established during the great depression to help unemployment mostly in young men, in 1933 and carried on into the 1940’s. These young men would help build roads, rebuild farms, shelters, parks, and work in kitchens, I think that is important as it would have given young men a sense of purpose, provided them with some income and kept them off the streets and away for anti-social behaviour.
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Antisocial behaviour and the lack of constructive stability in young people lives was identified as an all-time high and a problem in 1939 by the Government Board of Education. They identified the problem ages between fourteen and twenty and despite the efforts of the local education authorities and voluntary groups, originations and clubs, the needs of these individuals were still not met. They felt that the war and family life had created new conditions that the youth were not equipped to deal with. The board of education decided it would take a direct responsibility for youth welfare by appointing a committee to provide guidance throughout the country, with the additional benefit of opening clubs and addressing issues that was affecting youth.
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I believe this had a positive impact on the youth and youth work practice.  It pushed local education, higher education, and voluntary organisations to make sure there were youth organisations in their area. This would have made such a positive impact on young people lives by offering them something to do and to make the most out of their spare time as well as strengthen local organisations promoting work in a youth place setting. “The service of youth, a too long neglected part of education field, today assumes a new significance’’ The Government Board of Education reinforced this approach (The Service of Youth 1939).
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Thank you, any questions?
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