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1.7   Summarising
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4 Practice Summarising – read the following text and underline key words 
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(a) A focus on demand may help explain the UK origin of the
industrial revolution. At that time workers’ pay was high, but
energy from coal was inexpensive. This encouraged the
development of inventions such as steam power, which
enabled bosses to save money by mechanising production
(Allen, 2009).

(b) The reason why Britain was the birthplace of the industrial
revolution can be understood by analysing demand in the
early 1700s, according to Allen (2009). He maintains that,
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uniquely, Britain had the critical combination of cheap energy
from coal and high labour costs. This encouraged the adoption
of steam power to mechanise production, thus saving on
wages and increasing profitability.

(c) Allen (2009) claims that the clearest explanation for the UK
location of the industrial revolution is seen by examining
demand factors. By the eighteenth century cheap energy and
high wages were both aspects of the British economy. As a
result, the mechanisation of industry through inventions such
as the steam engine and mechanical spinning was profitable
because employers-were able to save money on employees by
spending on coal. At that time, Britain was the only country
with significant deposits of coal.
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3 Techniques for paraphrasing

(a) Changing vocabulary by using synonyms: : g

argues > claims/ eighteenth century > 1700s/ wages > labour
costs/ economise > saving

Do not artempt to paraphrase every word, since some have no e |
synonym e.g. demand, economy, energy |

(b) Changing word class:

explanation (n.) > explain (v.) / mechanical (adj.) > mechanise
(v.) / profitable (adj.) > profitability (n.)

(c) Changing word order:

... the best explanation for the British location of the industrial
revolution is found by studying demand factors.

> A focus on demand may help explain the UK origin of the
industrial revolution.
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FOUR WHEELS GOOD

The growth of the car industry parallels the development of
modern capitalism. It began in France and Germany, but took
off in the United States. There Henry Ford adapted the moving
production line from the Chicago meat industry to motor
manufacturing, thus inventing mass production. In the 1920s
Alfred Sloan’s management theories helped General Motors to
become the world’s dominant car company. After the Second
World War the car makers focused on the styling of their
products, to encourage more frequent model changes.

From the 1970s there was criticism of the industry due to the
inefficiency of most vehicles, which used petrol wastefully.

At the same time, trades unions became increasingly militant
in defence of their members’ jobs. Today the industry owns
some of the most famous brands in the world. However, many
car makers are currently threatened by increased competition
and saturated markets.
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5 Practice exercise: Synonyms

B Find synonyms for the words underlined.

(a) The growth of the car industry parallels the development of
modern capitalism.

Example: The rise of the automobile industry matches the
progress of contemporary capitalism.

(b) It began in France and Germany, but took off in the United
States.

(c) There Henry Ford adapted the moving production line from the
Chicago meat industry to motor manufacturing, thus mventmg

mass production.
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6 Practice exercise: Word class

Change the word class of the underlined words, and then rewrite the
sentences.

In the 1920s Alfred Sloan’s management theories helped
General Motors to become the world’s dominant car
company.

Example: In the 1920s, with help from the managerial theories
of Alfred Sloan, General Motors dominated the
world’s car companies.

After the Second World War the car makers focused on the
styling of their products, to encourage more frequent model
changes.

From the 1970s there was criticism of the industry due
to the inefficiency of most vehicles, which used petrol
wastefully.
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7 Practice exercise: Word order

B Change the word order of the following sentences (other changes
may be needed).

(a) Atthe same time, trades unions became increasingly militant
in defence of their members’ jobs.
Example: At the same time increasingly militant trades unions

defended their members’ jobs.

(b) Today the industry owns some of the most famous brands in
the world.

(c) However, many car makers are currently threatened by
increased competition and saturated markets.




image12.png
2 Stages of summarising

Summarising is a flexible tool. You can use it to give a one-sentence
synopsis of an article, or to provide much more detail, depending on your
writing needs. But in every case the same basic steps need to be followed
in order to meet the criteria listed above.

B Study the stages of summary writing below and complete the gaps
with suitable words (one word per gap).

(a) Read the original text carefully and check any

vocabulary.

(b) the key points by underlining or
highlighting. )

(c) Make of the key points, paraphrasing where
possible.

(d) Write the from your notes, re-organising the

structure if needed.

(e) Check the summary to ensure it is and
nothing important has been changed or lost.
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3 Practice exercise: Summarising

B Read the text (3.1) on the following page and the summaries (a)-(c).
Rate them 1 (best) to 3.

(a) Disruptive technology, according to two researchers from the
Harvard Business School, is a new invention which attracts
enough buyers to become established in the market, and then




image14.png
(b

-~

to improve and grow. For example, the first digital cameras,
launched in the mid-1990s, took poor quality pictures and were
costly, but had some important benefits. Today they dominate
the market, and the older type of camera which uses film is
now a niche market.

Bower and Christensen introduced the term “disruptive
technology’ in 1995, to characterise a new technology which
sold well enough to enter the market, and could then be
developed further. The digital camera, for instance, was
originally expensive and had low picture quality. However, its
significant advantages of immediate results and producing
images which could be processed on a computer, quickly
allowed it to virtually replace traditional film cameras.

Digital cameras are a good example of a disruptive technology,
a term used by Bower and Christensen of Harvard Business
School in 1995 to describe a new technology that initially wins
enough market share to survive and develop. These cameras
at first produced inferior pictures, but had the advantages of
showing the photo instantly, and allowing the user to
download the image. In a few years they became dominant in
the camera market, while traditional film cameras were almost
redundant.
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DISRUPTIVE TECHNOLOGY

This phrase was first used by Joseph Bower and Clayton Christensen, of the
Harvard Business School, in 1995. They employed it to describe a new technology
that appeals to a minority section of the market, but a large enough minority to
allow the technology to take root and develop. Companies that continue to use the
older technology run the risk of being left behind if they do not adopt the
innovation at the right moment. A clear example in the mid-1990s was the digital
camera. The first models had lower picture quality than film cameras and were
expensive. But their important advantages were the ability of the photographer to
see the results immediately, and being able to download the images to a computer
for storage, printing or emailing. Since then, digital cameras have completely
transformed the industry. The business of making film has almost vanished, and
the vast majority of cameras sold are now digital.
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4 Practice exercise: Summarising

B Read the following text and underline the key points.

WEALTH AND FERTILITY

For most of the past century an inverse correlation between
human fertility and economic development has been found.
This means that as a country got richer, the average number of
children born to each woman got smaller. While in the poorest
countries women often have eight children, the rate fell as low
as 1.3 in some European countries such as ltaly, which is
below the replacement rate. Such a low rate has two likely
negative consequences: the population will fall in the long
term, and a growing number of old people will have to be
supported by a shrinking number of young. But a recent study
by researchers from Pennsylvania University suggests that this
pattern may be changing. They related countries’ fertility rates
to their human development index (HDI), a figure with a
maximum value of 1.0, which assesses life expectancy,
average income and education level. Over 20 countries now
have an HDI of more than 0.9, and in a majority of these the
fertility rate has started to increase, and in some is
approaching two children per woman. Although there are
exceptions such as Japan, it appears that ever higher levels of
wealth and education eventually translate into a desire for
more children.
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5 Practice exercise: Summarising

B Complete the notes of the key points below.

(a) Falling levels of fertility have generally been found
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(b) In some, number of children born

(c) Two results: smaller populations and

(d) Recent research claims that

(e} Comparison of HDI (human development index:

) with fertility found that in most highly rated (+0.9)

countries,
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Paraphrasing means changing the wording of a text so that it is
significantly different from the original source, without changing
the meaning. Effectlve paraphrasing is a key academic skill necdcd
to avoid the risk of plagiarism, and to demonstrate your
understanding of a source. This unit focuses ori‘tekchnjqucs tor
paraphrasing as part of the no‘te—making;,a'nd Sumrnarising process.

1 The elements of effective paraphrasing

Paraphrasing and summarising are normally used together in essay writing,
but while summarising aims to reduce a source to an appropriate length,
paraphrasing attempts to restate the relevant information. For example, the
following sentence:

There has been much debate about the reasons for the
industrial revolution happening in eighteenth-century Britain,
rather than in France or Germany.

could be paraphrased:
Why the industrial revolution occurred in Britain in the

eighteenth century, instead of on the continent, has been the
subject of considerable discussion.
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Note that an effective paraphrase usually:

+ has a different structure to the original

+ has mainly different vocabulary
¢ retains the same meaning

* keeps some phrases from the original that are in common use
e.g. ‘industrial revolution’ or ‘eighteenth century’
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2 Practice exercise: Paraphrasing

B Read the text below, and then decide which of the three paraphrases
(a—c) is best.

THE CAUSES OF THE INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION

Allen (2009) argues that the best explanation for the British
location of the industrial revolution is found by studying
demand factors. By the early eighteenth century high wages
and cheap energy were both features of the British economy.
Consequently, the mechanisation of industry through such
inventions as the steam engine and mechanical spinning was
profitable because employers were able to economise on
labour by spending on coal. At that time, no other country
had this particular combination of expensive labour and
abundant fuel.





