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Points of contact


If you need to discuss anything relating to the module contact: 

· Name: Sue James (Programme Manager)
Email:  sue.pellew-james@uwtsd.ac.uk 	

· Name: Yiying Jiao 
Email:  y.jiao@uwtsd.ac.uk

· Name: Huw Griffiths
Email: huw.griffiths@uwtsd.ac.uk

· Name: Lesley Morgan
Email: Lesley.morgan@uwtsd.ac.uk

[bookmark: _Toc639199369]Our Expectations

We hope that you will enjoy the module and programme and are here to help. You should: 
· Make good use of the University facilities and resources
· Attend and participate in sessions
· Act responsibly 
· Meet assignment deadlines
· Engage and Participate in all sessions

Please read the University Regulations for Students.

With regard to your personal privacy, the university has clear guidelines on General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).  Please use the link below to find out more:
 	Privacy Policy:  https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/privacy-and-cookie-policy/

[bookmark: _Toc733145732]Online engagement:

· Ensure you login in good time
· Camera should be on (please make sure you are appropriately attired)
· Mic switched off on entry and switched on when requested
· Make use of communication tools – chat & reactions
· Keep us informed if you have equipment issues
· Remember to be respectful to others 
· Inform all students if you are recording
· Do not share email addresses without requse
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AIM(S)
· To provide students with the opportunity to engage in a systematic enquiry of an identified topic pertinent to an identified area of interest.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Research and critically investigate a relevant topic of personal and/or professional interest.
· Critically consider the role of reflection within the research process through presenting their work appropriately, within ethical and research frameworks, and with an understanding of the requirements of critical thinking.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Content of this module will be linked to the student’s own area of interest either personally or professionally and they will be expected to demonstrate an understanding of the literature and/or policy surrounding the chosen area.

· Ethical research, this will be a general overview to the subject as it is not anticipated that this project will involve data collection and primary research. However, this is to be negotiated with the individual student dependent on chosen area and staff/student expertise. Should the collection of data be appropriate to the project undertaken, it will be necessary for the student to proceed through the University ethics process to obtain formal clearance prior to beginning the project.

· Reflection and research. 

· Research tools and techniques.
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INDICATIVE READING LIST

	Module Code
	ECWB7002

	Module Title
	Educational Project

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Bell, J. (2014) Doing your research project: a guide for first time researchers in education and social science (6th ed).   Milton Keynes: Open University Press.
	☒

	Essential
	Cohen, L. and Manion, L. (2011) Research Methods in Education (7th ed). London: Routledge. 
	☒

	Essential
	McNiff, J. (2017) Action Research: All You Need to Know. London: Sage.
	☒

	Further
	British Educational Research Association https://www.bera.ac.uk/  
	☒

	Further
	Creswell, J. W. (2013) Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches (4th ed).  London: Sage Publications Ltd.
	☐

	Further
	Denscombe, M. (2014). The good research guide: for small-scale social research projects (5th ed). Maidenhead:  McGraw-Hill/Open University Press.
	☐

	Further
	Kemmis, S., McTaggart, R., Nixon, R. (2016) The Action Research Planner: Doing Critical Participatory Action Research. London: Springer.
	☒

	Further
	Punch. K. F. (2013) Introduction to Social Research: Quantitative and Qualitative Approaches (3rd ed). London: Sage Publications Ltd.
	☒

	Further
	Luker, K. (2010) Salsa Dancing into the Social Sciences. Cambridge: Harvard University Press
	☒
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The order of these sessions may change according to circumstances. There may be overlap in the themes covered. 




Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	12
	6%

	Independent learning
	188
	94%

	TOTAL
	200
	100%
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Assessment Tasks






	MODULE CODE
	MODULE TITLE
	MODE OF ASSESSMENT

	ECWB7002
	Education Project
	Written Assignment – 100%

	Submission deadline (via Turnitin)

	19 May 2025

	Written

	
Assessment Component 1 – 100% 

Written assignment 5000 words (different topic from your dissertation) 
You are required to write a critical evaluation of an identified topic, to be agreed with the module tutor. The topic can be of personal and/or professional interest and will need to be clearly justified as to why this is a topic worthy of examination. Please ensure that you discuss your ideas with the module tutor before beginning your project. 


Suggested structure 
  
Introduction (500 words approx.) 
· Setting the scene, why is investigating this topic important? 
· Research questions – think SMART (around 2-3) 
· Research methodology (500 words approx.) 
• How do you plan to investigate your topic? 
Literature review (3500 words approx.) 
• This will form the main part of your writing 
Conclusions and recommendations (500 words approx.) 
• What have been your main findings? What next? 
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Assignment Submission
 
Assignments should be submitted via Turnitin by 23:59 on 19 May 2025. Turnitin will be available for submissions two weeks prior to this date.  There is also a Draft Turnitin submission which you can access to check your Turnitin score before you hand in your assignment. It is strongly recommended that you do this. 
 
 *Please note that your electronic submission is your official submission. Any late assignments will be penalized. A draft submission will be set up for you.
 
You are strongly advised to check you have access to your student account at least two weeks before your electronic submission is due. If you do not have access to your student account, you will be unable to submit your assignment electronically. 
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	Student name:
	     
	Student ID number:
	

	Programme:
	MA Well-being, Learning & Professional Development & MA Education Studies

	Module:
	Introduction to Master’s study

	Module code:
	ECWB7001
	[bookmark: _Toc338733141]Contribution to Overall Module Assessment (%):
	

	Lecturer:
	Sue James 
	Internal Verifier:
	Yiying Jiao

	Assignment Title:
	Written Assignment – 100%

	Word count (or equivalent):
	5000 words

	Submission deadline:
	
19 May 2025
	Return date of provisional marks & written feedback:
	
17 June 2025

	Submission method:
	All written assessments, where practical and possible, must be submitted via Turnitin unless otherwise instructed by the Lecturer. (Please DO NOT put this assessment specification into Turnitin or it will match many similarities with other students’ submissions.)
Alternative submission method (if applicable): 
Late submission of the assessment will result in a late penalty mark.  Penalties for late submission: Up to one week late, maximum mark of 50%.  Over one week late, 0%.  Only the Extenuating Circumstances Panel may approve a change to submission dates.

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  











	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	
LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

· Demonstrate a systematic understanding of the academic skills necessary to undertake further postgraduate study.

· Demonstrate competency in systematically reflecting on critical reading and writing skills and develop key targets for developing own practice.







	
TASK DESCRIPTION






Assessment Component 1 – 100% 

Written assignment 5000 words (different topic from your dissertation) 
You are required to write a critical evaluation of an identified topic, to be agreed with the module tutor. The topic can be of personal and/or professional interest and will need to be clearly justified as to why this is a topic worthy of examination. Please ensure that you discuss your ideas with the module tutor before beginning your project. 


Suggested structure 
  
Introduction (500 words approx.) 
· Setting the scene, why is investigating this topic important? 
· Research questions – think SMART (around 2-3) 
· Research methodology (500 words approx.) 
• How do you plan to investigate your topic? 
Literature review (3500 words approx.) 
• This will form the main part of your writing 
Conclusions and recommendations (500 words approx.) 
• What have been your main findings? What next? 
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NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills
Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set; you should make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources, as appropriate (for example, refereed research articles and/or original materials appropriate to the discipline).    You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using correctly a suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at the end of your work. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: 


2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
At level 7, you should be able to demonstrate a systematic understanding of knowledge, and a critical awareness of current problems and/or new insights, much of which is at, or informed by, the forefront of your academic discipline, field of study or area of professional practice, with a comprehensive understanding of techniques applicable to your own research or advanced scholarship. Your work must demonstrate your growing mastery of these concepts, principles, current challenges, innovation and insights associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the contemporary concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: 


3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
You should be able to: evaluate critically current research and advanced scholarship in the discipline; evaluate methodologies and develop critiques of them and, where appropriate, to propose new hypotheses; deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively to make sound judgements in the absence of complete data. Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At what cost? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of experts within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Your choice of methodologies to gather data and information must be rigorously defended. Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid, persuasive conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.   Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

Guidance specific to this assessment: 


4. Practical Skills
At level 7, you should be able to demonstrate originality in the application of knowledge, together with a practical understanding of how established techniques of research and enquiry are used to create and interpret knowledge in the discipline. This includes acting autonomously in planning and implementing tasks at a professional or equivalent level, originality in tackling and solving problems, and decision-making in complex and unpredictable contexts or situations.

You should be able to demonstrate mastery of the leading edge subject-related concepts and ideas as they relate to real world situations and/or particular contexts.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in those contexts or circumstances, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or plausible, justifiable recommendations to solve problems, or to propose new models, or to create artefacts, which may be innovative and creative, thereby demonstrating your understanding of how the boundaries of knowledge are advanced through research and/or application.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one theory or organisation against others.  

Guidance specific to this assessment: 


5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 
Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for postgraduate-level employment in circumstances requiring sound judgement, personal responsibility and initiative in complex and unpredictable professional environments.  This includes demonstrating: the independent learning ability for continuing professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences of a professional nature that will enable you to assume significant responsibility within organisations; that you can initiate and complete tasks, projects and procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively, to a professional level; that you can use appropriate media to effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms for a variety of audiences; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.


Guidance specific to this assessment: 






	
     STUDENT FEEDBACK FORM



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.


	Generic Assessment Criteria – Written – 100%
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills
.
	20
	

	

	
	

	
	
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	25
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	25
	

	

	
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	15
	

	



	
	

	
	
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice

	15
	

	

	
	

	
	
	


	Assessment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late (50% Max)
	
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	
	




The marking criteria will be available in a separate document. 
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Use of Generative Al in Assessment
(Lecturer to indicate Yes or Not against each element)

RESEARCH For this assessment, you can use Generative Alto | Yes X
support you in research, including searching for
bibliography, using tools to summarise, compare and | No [
interrogate materials.
STRUCTURE For this assessment, you can use Generative Alto | Yes X
support you in structuring your submission, including
creating a draft argument structure, identifying parts | No O
and headings, etc.
PROOFREADING | For this assessment, you can use Generative Alto | Yes
check your own text/creation for grammatical and
syntactical mistakes, including rephrasing of your | No O
own work within specific standards.
WRITING For this assessment, you can use Generative Alto | Yes O
create text for submission.
No ®
CREATIVE For this assessment, you can use Generative Alto | Yes (I
create creative materials, such as images.
No ®
PROGRAMING For this assessment, you can use Generative Alto | Yes (I
create and check code.
No ®
NONE For this assessment, you are not allowed to use any | Yes (I
type of Generative Al support. This includes research
support, structure support, writing/proofreading No O

support and creative support.
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