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Youtube link -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rjgyewBziHU&t=8s/ 
Before I begin, I would like to thank you for this opportunity to present my idea in front of you all and I will be happy to take any questions regarding this presentation at the end. 
Today I will be discussing a transition idea which if implemented could possibly be very beneficial for our Year 6 pupils as they begin their journey from our school to Key Stage 3. However before discussing the idea with you all, I will begin by introducing myself.
I am Joseph Jones and I am a Year 6 teacher in this school. I have been teaching in Year 6 for three school years now and transitioning from Key Stage 2 into Key Stage 3 is a worry for a large number of my pupils and their parents. Through my experience, the school does a lot to make children prepared for the academic aspect of the transition, such as making use of open evenings and taster lessons with secondary school teachers, however there is not a large focus upon preparing pupils the social aspect of attending the secondary school.  In addition to this, a worry about the transition for many is whether they will ‘fit in’ and be able to make new friends during the first few weeks of the next chapter of their education. This may also be a worry for the child’s parents as every parent wants their child to be happy and accepted by their peers. This presentation will discuss an idea to implement a transition strategy which will focus upon the social aspect of the transfer into secondary school.
Alongside pupil and parental concern, there is call from Donaldson and our local authority to improve transition.  Our county’s ‘Education other than at School’ service has recognised that transition into Key Stage 3 is an area that needs improving. Alongside our local authority stating that transitions need to be improved, Donaldson implies that the current transition protocols in Wales are not sufficient. In his 2015 report writes that key stages should be removed in order to improve progression and attainment.  For the above reasons, I believe that this transition idea should be considered by yourselves to be carried out at the end of this school year.  
 As a school we have a duty of care for our pupils. Their well-being should always be considered throughout every aspect of their school experience. This is an aspect of the learner which the Welsh Government recognises also, with well-being being central to their policies for many years. Furthermore, Donaldson suggests that our schooling system here in Wales should produce learners who are healthy and confident and he within his report that children need to experience social and emotional well-being to thrive. I believe that this transition day will contribute to the learners’ psychological needs suggested by Maslow, as the day will be a significant opportunity for children to build friendships and feel safe within a new environment.
In the ‘Well-being of Future Generations Act’, the Welsh Government states that they aim for ‘a healthier Wales’ by placing focus upon meeting physical and social needs of the Welsh population. This transition day is an opportunity for both physical and social education for our pupils. 
Estyn recognise Porthcawl Comprehensive, local secondary school, as having an effective transition policy for Key Stage 2 pupils through inter-school collaboration during the transition period. I have used this as an influence for my idea. Through collaboration with other primary schools and the secondary school, this transition day is an opportunity to make our pupils feel less anxious about the next big change in their lives. 
My idea is a Year 6 transition day based around team-sports which will take place in the secondary school. Pupils will be placed into teams and play a number of team-sports throughout the day. Alongside this, the day will present opportunities for the children to get familiar with the secondary school setting by giving them time to explore the school. Also, there will be opportunities throughout the day to meet their future teachers. 
As briefly mentioned earlier, this sports day will require multi-school collaboration as there will be a cluster of primary schools attending. Alongside the Year 6 pupils who attend our school, the Year 6 pupils of all the secondary school’s feeder  schools will be present on the day. 
The reasoning behind this is simple. The day will provide the perfect environment for our Year 6 pupils to meet other children and create friendships and possibly reduce the anxiety of pupils and parents about being able to make new friends when they transition.
The transition day will involve all pupils, whether they will be attending the secondary school or not in the next academic year. This is because the day will still be beneficial for the learners as they will be presented with an occasion to improve their inter-personal skills.
As the transition does not require any funding or staff training, the cost of the transition day will be low. I have estimated it will cost around £5 per pupil to cover the travel costs to and from the secondary school. All the equipment and facilities used will already be available in the school.
A question which may of you some have is “why sport?” and this is a valid question. Sport does not relate with transition into secondary school as well as taster lessons or open evenings do; however, I believe this day will be very beneficial for all involved.
There are many reasons why I believe a sports transition day is the best way to engage all pupils. Through sport, an environment can be created which will allow good opportunities for friendships to be made.
Sport Wales state that around eighty per cent of primary school pupils enjoy sports a lot and this shows that the large majority of pupils will enjoy the day. I will discuss how I intend on engaging the pupils who may not be interested in team sports after I elaborate upon the benefits of sports participation. 
Firstly, sports participation gives children the opportunity to develop communication skills and inter-personal skills. There is research to suggest that participation in team-sports provides children with opportunities to create meaningful relationships and build collaborative skills as a team strives for a common goal. 
There is also a lot of research that suggests that sports participation contributes significantly to the participants self-esteem and well-being. As I have previously mentioned, the Welsh Government and Donaldson place well-being very high in their priorities for education. Donaldson also writes that children should take part in physical activity throughout their school lives and this day is an opportunity for children to be active while also developing friendships.
This day will require a lot of prior planning, and a brief timetable of how this will look can be seen in the school development plan. Initial planning will begin just after Christmas with the transition moderator employed by the secondary school and staff from the other primary schools. the planning process will conclude with our own children involved in the final planning. I believe our pupils should be seen as important stakeholders during this process as it will allow their voice to be heard. As we all know, pupil voice is a very powerful motivator and using pupil input during the final stages of the planning, children will have a sense of ownership of the day. This is how I intend on engaging the pupils who may not be interested in team-sports. UNCRC states that children have the right to express their views and opinions and through using pupil voice this right is fulfilled. Choices which the pupils will be involved with are the timings of the day (when it starts and ends, when the breaks are etc.) and what sports are included during the day. These decisions will be made using suggestion boxes and questionnaires.  
If you view the school development plan, it can be seen that the transition day is provisionally planned to take place late in the second summer half-term. Carrying out the transition day during this time of the academic year it will be useful for several reasons. The first obvious reason is the day will be taking place very near to the end of term, which allows children an opportunity to visit the secondary school very close to the transition. 
Secondly, by pupils attending the secondary school at this time of the year, there will be more time to plan properly. By this I mean by the end of June to start of July, the secondary school will have provisional class lists created for their new Year 7s. This allows me to team up pupils with classmates they will be spending a lot of time with during the new school year. In turn, this may decrease the potential anxiety of their first day of secondary school, as they will already have begun to create relationships with their classmates. 
Finally, by the transition day happening in July, it will hopefully take place on a sunny day. This will allow children to play their team-sports in an outdoor environment. However, there will be enhancements planned for the day if the weather is not sunny, as it usually isn’t in Wales!
[bookmark: _GoBack]As this is the first year that this transition day will take place, the progress of children will be monitored through observations and dialogue with the pupils. In addition to this it may be beneficial for children to complete questionnaires about their experience of the day. In future years, this information can be used to enhance the experiences of the next cohort of pupils undertaking the transition sports day. 
This transition day should take place because it allows children to expand their peer relations outside of their usual friendship groups. Through sport participation, skills such as communication and physical literacy as well as self-esteem and well-being can be improved. 
It is also important to contemplate the wider benefits of this day when considering why this day should take place. Possibly, participation of a team-sport during the day may be a hook for a child to take up the sport in their time outside of school. I believe that although it is important to focus upon the social aims of this transition day, it is also important to consider the other possible outcomes of the day. If the day can influence children into undertaking an active hobby, it will be an added bonus!
There is a very large chance that many pupils will be meeting future classmates for the first time during this day and I believe that through team-sports such as tag-rugby and netball, an environment is created which will allow the friendships to blossom. I believe the attendance of all primary schools is essential towards creating a day that will be beneficial for all involved.
Potentially, the various opportunities that are presented to the pupils throughout the day will allow them to realise that the soon approaching transition into secondary school is nothing to feel frightened or anxious about.  It will allow children to feel secure and safe about their transition into Year 7.  This transition day is an opportunity for the children to become excited about their transition and look forward to the following September.
To conclude, I would like to again thank you for this opportunity to present my idea. It has been a pleasure to discuss the sports transition day and I hope you consider the implementation of this transition strategy.  Are there any questions? 

