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This report will be looking at the borough of Enfield, the report will first explain its demographics and then go on to explain the social needs of the borough. The report will then critically evaluate two community projects in that borough that are trying to tackle these social needs. This will be followed by recommendations for improvements and will then be concluded with the conclusion.
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Enfield ranks 5th in being the largest London borough by population and is situated North of London. The population of Enfield is projected to be 333,587 in 2020, a 0.1 percent decline from the previous year. The Office for National Statistics (2021) (ONS) mid-year estimates are the most reliable population estimates that are currently available. These predicted that Enfield's population would be 333,587 by the middle of 2020. Between 2019 and 2020, it is projected to have shrunk by 207 persons, whereas the populations of London and England are projected to have grown by 0.5 per cent each. Enfield has a larger percentage of children and people under 20 than the regional and national norms. With an income inequality of 1.49 of the London average, it ranks among the boroughs with the largest income inequality in the capital (Johnson, 2021).  At 17% of those of working age, the claim rate for unemployment benefits is likewise relatively high compared to the London average of 20.2 per cent, 28.7 percent of people of the borough have low-paying jobs (Trust for London Org, 2022). Compared to the average of 24.4 percent across boroughs, Enfield has a significantly high number of 19-year-olds without level 3 credentials at 35.8 percent. Contrasted to the London average of 17 per 1,000 households, Enfield has a comparatively high percentage of households living in temporary housing with 26.29 per 1,000 households (Enfield Council, 2022). Despite general population expansion in the London region, Enfield's population growth rate has slowed down in recent years, resulting in two consecutive years of modest population reduction (Tinson et al. 2017).
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Unemployment
One of the social needs of Enfield that has been identified is that there are a high number of unemployed people residing there. Data from March 2021 show that Enfield borough had 20,625 unemployed people (Enfield Council, 2022). This statistic reflects the number of people residing in Enfield who have applied for Job Seekers Allowance or Universal Credit as unemployment benefits. The word unemployment is used to describe anyone who is able to work but does not have an occupation. The unemployment rate, which measures unemployment as a proportion of the entire labour force that is actively seeking employment and willing to work, is used to measure unemployment. Although the underlying cause of unemployment may not always be obvious, the recession has often been cited as the issue by experts (Bell and Blanchflower, 2021).  When there are not enough open positions for suitable people to fill, the result is unemployment.  For instance, the rate of unemployment could rise if there is no connectivity between potential employees and potential employees. Therefore, there are a variety of causes for unemployment, which affects the entire nation. Greatly increasing after September 2019, Enfield's employment rate still lags below London and the UK and has been declining from 2016 to 2019 (Office for National Statistics, 2020). Like how the percentage of economically engaged adults has fluctuated, it has dipped and climbed in individuals aged between 16 to 64 who are either working or unemployed and willing to start employment. In general, unemployment is a social problem because its effects are felt by the unemployed person and society, necessitating a serious approach to the problem. It is impossible to ignore how unemployment affects social structures. The household is always the social structure that is most negatively impacted by unemployment. Children with unemployed parents are far more likely to hear about their troubles. Additionally, the effects on children might readily transcend to other facets of life. For instance, when a parent loses their job, it may have an impact on how well their children perform in school.  In addition, stressed-out parents may have a negative impact on the relationship. 
Knife Crime
A chronic problem that disproportionately affects the underprivileged and young is "knife" crime, which refers to crimes involving objects with blades or sharp objects (Browne et al. 2022). The primary possession offences are as follows in the UK, it is illegal to possess an offensive weapon in a public setting without a valid permit or good justification, according to Section 1 of the Prevention of Crime Act of 1953 (GOV UK, 2022).  According to Section 1(4) of the 1953 Act, an offensive weapon is any item designed or modified for the purpose of inflicting bodily harm on another person. Knife crime is another social need of Enfield as there are high levels of knife crime.  According to Allin (2020a), new statistics from the Metropolitan Police revealed offences using knives, personal robberies, and gunfire have all increased in Enfield over the past year. In contrast to a two per cent reduction across the Metropolitan Police Service, personal robbery offences (a major driver of knife crime) rose 17% year over year (Allin, 2020b). Enfield borough ranked 5th place in the highest number of knife crimes during 2020/2021, there were approximately 786 reports of knife crime during that period (Allen and Harding, 2021).
Consistent cutbacks to youth programmes and fewer options for young people are correlated with rising youth violence. In London as a whole, youth services have lost more than £145 million since 2011, with 81 youth clubs shutting and 800 youth service positions being eliminated during this time, according to the London's Lost Youth Services report (2018). Youth clubs, which are deeply ingrained in their local communities, assist young people in gaining the self-assurance and life skills necessary for their eventual economic success. It is important to inspire young people about the future by having them visit youth centres and develop dependable ties with youth workers. When youth have no place to go to socialise or be productive most turn to crime, particularly knife crime. Therefore, knife crime is one of the major issues in Enfield (Kirchmaier, et al. 2020). 

Other social problems in Enfield
Statistics reveal that homelessness is prevalent in Enfield at a high rate compared to other London boroughs and is significantly higher than the national average, (Enfield Gov UK, 2019). Evidence from the UK indicates that those with less social and economic capital are less able to withstand personal shocks like job loss and relationship failure (ONS, 2020). Other research has found that rather than the abrupt shock of redundancy, it is long-term marginality in the labour market that leads to homelessness (Somerville, 2013). It is complicated how individual and systemic factors contribute to homelessness. The welfare system, labour market, and housing market structural problems intersect with possible individual reasons for homelessness, such as drug misuse, poor health, and dysfunctional family dynamics. Furthermore, there is not a clear connection between these variables since structural poverty may be linked to relationship dissolution and health disparities. Bramley and Fitzpatrick's (2018) analysis of which populations are most in danger of homelessness shows that individuals who live in areas with little housing are at greater risk since it is more difficult to obtain alternative homes. They also emphasise the connection to poverty. Fitting to their findings, individuals who live in social housing are more likely to have been homeless than those who live in the private rented sector (PRS). However, given that historically persons who are homeless have had real rights to be accommodated in the social rental sector, this may not indicate a direct link between social housing and homelessness. The overall poverty and deprivation statistics in Enfield are greater than the national average. Enfield has the 11th-highest prevalence of child poverty, according to research by Martinez and Hirsch (2018). Since 2011–12, homelessness has rapidly increased in Enfield, reaching levels that are currently high even by London norms (Enfield.Gov UK, 2019). This shows that poverty is a major contributing factor to homelessness. Due to its high rates of homelessness, Enfield also has a lot of tenants living in temporary housing the third most in the nation (Enfield Council, 2022). A strong approach and early intervention programmes are required to minimise the staggering rates proven from data. The evidence from the statistics for Enfield appears to be worse than average and the interviews with tenants show that the council's approach to homelessness prevention should be improved.
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Children who grow up in violent homes could be more prone to violence not just because of the physiological impacts of the trauma, which may have affected their brain and/or cognitive development, but also because they might have picked up aggression from seeing their parents (Harding 2017). In the 1960s, psychologist Albert Bandura put out the Social Learning theory. According to Social learning theory, spectators model and mimic antisocial behaviour. Role models are persons with whom a person may identify on some level, such as age, gender, or position. This information may be remembered by the observer if the role model is seen acting in an unsocial or hostile manner. If they possess the knowledge and capacity to replicate this behaviour, they will act in a manner that is comparable to that which was witnessed. For this to happen, the person watching must be driven to do so. This can be an internal drive to experience the thrill or an external drive based on positive and negative reinforcement. If a peer may be seen praising the role model If a peer group sees the role model getting into a fight and earning prestige as a result, they will likely applaud them for it and mimic the behaviour. Similarly, if someone observes someone stealing and being liked because they have the newest iPhone, they could replicate it to avoid receiving negative reinforcement and to stop bullying for not possessing the newest fashion accessories. However, punishment can also be a factor. If the individual sees the role model receiving punishment or experiencing a bad outcome because of their behaviour, such as getting arrested or losing favour, they are less likely to repeat the behaviour.
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Enfield borough has set up community projects to tackle knife crime in their borough, particularly for their youth. A community engagement-focused effort geared toward Haringey and Enfield's youth is called the Youth Inclusion and Community Safety Project. The initiative creates new and current channels of communication with at-risk and alienated youngsters, giving them first-hand accounts of personal growth (Rise Projects, 2022). Young people are discouraged and diverted from anti-social behaviour and youth violence by the programme, which also inspires them to pursue personal growth and community participation. It offers a secure setting, coaching, and self-improvement techniques to help people become resilient, and encourages young people to understand knife crime's effects, the law's application to such situations, and the realities of jail life. Interacting with adolescents to discourage anti-social behaviour and juvenile violence.  The centres also offer a variety of healthy activities for young people, such as music, media, sports, and several programmes focused on personal and social development, and drug and alcohol abuse prevention (Enfield Youth Development, 2022).
To tackle the issue of unemployment Enfield has set up community projects that help people get back into employment. Enfield training hub is a community-based centre which provides training for unemployed people. This ambitious initiative intends to build a realistic and lasting career track for people to advance from unemployment via healthcare support occupations toward health professions including nursing, healthcare team members, or maybe even social work. Its main focus is to get youths off the streets and away from crime and place them in suitable employment. It helps participants advance to higher levels, upgrades and transitional training are combined with the apprenticeship standards. Although this type of community project is beneficial for participants it should be more inclusive and add more employment sectors like Engineering or Accountancy, it could also provide a pathway to voluntary work which can then go on to permanent employment. Other projects could include helping individuals with presentation and interview skills, as research has revealed these are places where some individuals lack confidence (Liu et al. 2014). 
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Although these community projects are proven to be helping, more can be done to improve them. To tackle the issue of knife crime Enfield borough should have more community projects aimed at youth stating the dangers of knife crime or even any type of crime. To make sure that the most disadvantaged are reached, support should be educational initiatives outside of the scope of the mainstream system. Programs should be grounded in empirical research and prioritise personal safety, including the provision of comfort and awareness of fear as the primary driver of knife carrying. Give children who are in foster care, children who are expelled from school, and young people who are already participating in or are in danger of participating in gang activities additional help. Furthermore, the police can also help by enhancing interactions between youth and changing negative opinions, collaborating with community and volunteer organisations, local governments, and educational institutions. Improve enforcement of laws prohibiting the sale of offensive weapons to minors, as well as raise public awareness of the possible danger. Also, Enfield borough should apply for funding to help the unemployed people in their borough. The funding can be used to set up job fairs, taster days, and interview skills workshops.
According to Enfield Gov UK (2020b), there are fewer socially leased homes in Enfield than in other boroughs, and research has shown that people feel there is a lack of information about the support that is available. The clients who were interviewed for research would have benefited from information from the council earlier in the timeline of their journey into homelessness. Given how crucial early intervention is in preventing issues from getting worse, the borough should make resolving this issue a high priority.
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To conclude this report, Enfield borough is trying to tackle the social needs of their borough however it is clear that they need additional support. This support can come from the council, the police force and the government. Community projects are beneficial for residents, it allows them to feel part of a community and also allow them to gain better skills and knowledge.
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