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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


Within Wales part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act (2014) highlights the duty that the local authority has in the safeguarding of it’s adults when it comes to being at risk of harm. These duties are clearly defined with the act and are described as, experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect, has care and support needs and as a result of needs are unable to protect themselves against the abuse or neglect, section 126 (SSWBA, 2014).  Wales has it’s own safeguarding policy in the Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019, this clearly outlines to effectively safeguard adults whereby every worker and organisation are responsible to for promoting the wellbeing of adults at risk (Welsh Government, 2019) and this runs in conjunction with the principles of the code of professional practice (Social Care Wales, 2017).

The definition of abuse are set into categories within the legislation for both adults and children such as ‘physical, sexual, psychological, emotional or financial abuse (and includes abuse taking place in any setting, whether in a private dwelling, an institution or any other place), and “financial abuse’ (Welsh Government, 2019). Neglect is also another factor within the Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act, 2014 and defines this as someone how is unable to meet ‘physical, emotional, social or psychological needs, which is likely to result in an impairment of the person’s well-being’. 

The overarching duties within the Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act 2014 state that when investigating such abuse the views, wishes and feelings, respecting dignity, culture and beliefs need to be promoted. The emphasis is placed on co-production and working with individuals, however it is states that adults are able to judge their own circumstances and professionals must work towards promoting their indepdence and capacity to make their own decisions.  The falls in line with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (United Nations 1948). Consideration of neglect needs to be made whether or not the individual is able to care for themselves and if they are actively neglecting themselves also. Following this a decision would need to be made regarding the persons mental capacity to consider if they are able to make sound decisions themselves this would be covered under the Mental Capacity Act (2005).

Within part 7 of the Social Services and Wellbeing Wales Act (2014) is also the duty to establish both national and regional safeguarding boards. These are designed to provide support and advice to local authorities and local safeguarding boards to remain effective in their safeguarding practices. And the national board can also make recommendations to Welsh Government to further improve services. The National Independent Safeguarding Board highlights the view that each board is required to identify areas of practice in which there is improvement that includes training needs and to ensure this is provided and assists with the protection of both Children and Adults at risk of harm (Welsh Government 2023).
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

For many years Wales adopted differing legislation regarding safeguarding for adults and children, however today there has been a shift towards one set of safeguarding procedures under the SSWBA, 2014. 

Many aspects within safeguarding of adults and children remain largely the same with the same agenda and definitions. Such as the categories of harm defined with the SSWBA, 2014.

Where the safeguarding procedures differ is in relation to the capacity to make own decisions, for example should an adult have the mental capacity to do so, they are able to refuse support or a service in relation to safeguarding and workers must allow for them to be able to make poor and risky decisions. This is somewhat different when considering children. Children’s safeguarding utilises the UK legislation under the Children Act 1989 where it states the welfare of the child is paramount. Due to this local authorities have more power in relation to safeguarding children if it is so deemed appropriate and in some cases approved in courts. If a child is at risk of harm and it has been identified that the child needs to be safeguarded from immediate harm, local authorities can utilise an interim care order, section 38 (Children Act 1989) these orders are used to allow local authorities to gather more information and assess the circumstances further before applying for a full care order. Other immediate safeguarding that can be utilised is using an Emergency Protection Order or Police Protection Order.  Within Adults safeguarding under section 131 of SSWBA, 2014 a Adult Protection and Support Order can be made and are primarily used to enable a professional to talk to an adult at suspected risk and can use this to assess whether the individual can make decisions freely however this order does not ultimately grant any power to restrict or remove liberty.

Within Wales under part 7 of the SSWBA 2014, local authorities are responsible for setting up local safeguarding boards that is a team of multi-disciplined workers and set the standard of safeguarding at local levels and the approach from the boards covers both adults and children’s services.

Also, within the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) it states that if a child is at risk of harm then practitioners can override consent prior to making a report. Although it states attempts should be made with the parents to enable better engagement and outcomes and links to partnership working. However consideration is to be made and circumstances for example the child would be at further risk or where the parent is the alleged abuser a decision can be made to proceed without consent (Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019).
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