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Abstract 

This research found that legislation is currently affording sufficient protection methods to some victims. However, this does not apply to all victim's such as migrant women. This research investigates the prevalence of domestic abuse in the UK and the needs of the victims. The research found this was due to underreporting and not a lack of cases. Reasons for lack of reporting include the victim's fear of an abuser's actions and the attitudes of the police. It critically analyses legislation that aims to protect victims of domestic abuse. Despite legislation providing protection they are not common knowledge to the public and therefore rendered ineffective if the public are not aware they exist. Primary research was used to gather the public's perception on the protection methods currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse and any reforms they may offer. The primary research found that the public have a good understanding of the meaning domestic abuse. However, the public had an extreme overestimate of the prevalence of domestic abuse. The public showed strong views as to why current legislation does not offer sufficient protection for victims of domestic abuse. However, upon analysis the public did not understand the cost of protection methods or their existence.
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[bookmark: _Toc165930653]Chapter One – Introduction

[bookmark: _Toc165930654]1.1. Introduction 
The aim of this dissertation is to critically analyse whether UK legislation is affording sufficient protection to victims of domestic abuse. This topic has been chosen because domestic abuse is prevalent in the UK with the Office for National Statistics (2022a) calculating that 59,642,000 cases of domestic abuse were reported in England and Wales, which equates to 5% of the adult population. According to the Home Office (2022), only one in five cases of domestic abuse is reported to the police. From this statistic it can be evaluated that there are many victims in the UK that are not receiving the protection they need. There are many reasons why domestic abuse is unreported, an example of this is an abuser using coercive and controlling behaviour towards a victim (Birchall and Choudhry, 2022). The literature review will analyse the problems with current legislation that currently aims to protect victims of domestic abuse. The research will be beneficial as it will identify possible reforms to current legislation to further protect victims.
[bookmark: _Toc165930655]1.2. Objectives 
This project will be focused on three main objectives.
· Objective one: Identify the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and the needs of victims.
This was chosen as it will show the relevance of this dissertation’s topic. It will also consider if statistics are a true representation of victims.
· Objective two: Assess current legislation that aims to protect victims from domestic abuse.
This is necessary to allow a critical evaluation of legislation currently available to victims whilst highlighting any gaps in literature. 
· Objective three: Evaluate public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation and the reforms they offer.
The third objective will be carried out using primary research to find correlations between the public’s opinions and a victim’s thought process. The Home Office (2022) offers the contact information of support groups to victims of domestic abuse to encourage early intervention. However, as it is only for early intervention and does not support those who have reached full crisis, it might not offer enough protection for all victims. The third objective will also show what is required from the law makers for reform. 
[bookmark: _Toc165930656]1.3. Research focus 
This research will be investigating current legislation as well as the evolution of UK legislation throughout history regarding domestic abuse. The Centre for Women’s Justice (2023) shows a timeline of the slow evolution of legislation as well as the limited reforms to create protection for victims of domestic abuse. The timeline shows the first piece of legislation dedicated to combat domestic abuse -the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Act 1976, to the last piece of legislation - the Domestic Abuse Act 2021. Upon evaluation, progression of legislation has been slow it terms of protection to victims. McPhee et al (2021) reports the significant gaps found between the newest and oldest legislation for domestic abuse. Rapid progression in legislation is imperative to protect victims of domestic abuse as current legislation does not protect all victims equally. Some victims must wait for future legislation, unpredictable circumstances can arise such as the global pandemic. The pandemic forced victims and abusers to be trapped together (Gulati and Kelly, 2020). Another example is before January 2022, abusers were legally allowed to contact associated children of the victim. CPS (2022) write that due to the reform of section 3 of the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, associated children under the age of eighteen will be treated as primary victims and are no longer required to have contact with the abuser. This reform to legislation was imperative as Katz, Nikupeteri and Laitinen (2020) conducted a study that found fathers would use coercive and threatening control over their children once the mothers had separated from the abuser. If this reform had not taken place, the rights of an abusive parent would have continued to affect many children and their primary care giver. 

Obstacles such as housing arrangements, childcare and reduced finances are additional challenges that victims are faced with (Hunter, Barnett and Kagnas, 2018). Legislation found in the Family Law Act 1996 such as occupation orders can be put in place, thus allowing victims the right to their home (Bates and Hester, 2020). An occupation order is only available to those who can access the relevant information independently or can afford legal representation to do on their behalf (Richardson and Speed, 2023). According to Blakely (2024), legal aid is not often awarded to those who are facing financial hardship; therefore, legislation that is in place to protect, is not affordable to all victims equally. Garton (2016) reveals that 39% of women who applied for legal aid do not have the evidence to qualify for it. 
[bookmark: _Toc165930657]1.4. Methods and timescale 
The research for this dissertation will consist of secondary research that will analyse the current literature regarding the protection legislation currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse. It will also consist of primary research to collate the public’s perception of protection methods that are currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by a questionnaire to the public (Newby, 2014). A mixed methodology would be used for the primary data in this project. This is because quantitative questions will focus the aim of the survey but will be followed by qualitative questions to address the participants true thoughts and feelings on each matter (Einola and Alvesson, 2021). This dissertation will be written over the course of eight months and will be split into monthly deadlines to keep a consistent flow of writing. The primary research will consist of probabilistic sampling from a random group of participants (University of Bath, 2023). Participants over the age of 18 and of different genders, ethnicities and backgrounds will be used to create an unbiased sample (Mitani et al, 2021). This will show an unbiased overview on the public’s perception on whether sufficient protection is currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation. 
[bookmark: _Toc165930658]1.5. Challenges 
According to Taylor (2023) the problems that may occur within primary research are cost, time, feasibility, and lack of knowledge. However, certain measures such as using a free questionnaire site with simplistic features, will ensure these problems will be tackled. The results from the primary research could reveal that the public do not have a good understanding of the term ‘domestic abuse’ or the prevalence of it in the UK. A correlation may be found between public perception and a lack of sufficient protection for victims of domestic abuse.
[bookmark: _Toc165930659]1.6. Conclusion
This research is important because it could highlight current gaps in literature that in turn could be detrimental to a victim of domestic abuse. Gaps such as the many convoluted steps it takes to prevent or stop contact with an abuser. Harassment orders and occupation orders can only offer protection once complete, however victims require protection prior to, and during the protection order process (Gordon, 2020). Furthermore, there is no guidance or support to victims about the facts and steps to completing these orders (Vidu, Tomas and Flecha, 2022). 
































[bookmark: _Toc165930660]Chapter Two – Literature Review 

[bookmark: _Toc165930661]2.1. Introduction 
Domestic abuse has been a relevant topic dating back to the 15th century when the Catholic Church would encourage men to be the punishers of their wives to keep them submissive (Swisher, 1994). Unfortunately, it is only within the past few decades that abusers have been held accountable for their actions. This was made possible by the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1976, the first piece of legislation dedicated to combat domestic abuse. This act sought to bring equal justice into each marital home by the threat of arrest. It was suggested by Maidment (1983) that this legislation did not reduce violence to battered women or others that suffered from domestic abuse, as it was observed to be too difficult to change the publics deep seated attitudes towards domestic abuse. However, the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1976 was the first necessary step towards eradicating domestic abuse. It was in the late 1900’s when English law started to take domestic abuse seriously as shown in the case of R v Ahluwwalia (Kiranjit) (1992). This case concluded that the conviction for murder was quashed and a retrial for manslaughter was called for. The defendant pleaded that her actions lead to his death by a direct result of the provocation of her husband’s abusive behaviour towards her. 

[bookmark: _Toc165930662]2.2. The prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales
Domestic abuse is prevalent in England and Wales, with the Office for National Statistics (2022a) reporting that there were an estimated 2.4 million victims of domestic abuse, and only 1.5 million cases reported to the police (Office for National Statistics, 2022b). There was no significant change for the following year as the Office for National Statistics (2023) shows that 2.1 million victims had experienced domestic abuse that year as well as only 889,918 of the 2.1 million cases were reported to the police. This is a significant difference between the estimated number of victims and reported victims. Gracia (2004) explains the analogy that reported cases of domestic abuse are compared to the tip of an iceberg because we can only create laws about the surface that we see. The unreported cases are below the water line, which is a large and undiscovered territory, therefore no intervention or lawful progression can be made to help the unreported victims.

[bookmark: _Toc165930663]2.3. Reasons victims do not report domestic abuse
There are many reasons that victims do not report to the police. Aldridge (2015) proposed the idea that victims do not report their experience of domestic abuse because they are bonded by the trauma they have endured during the abuse and do not want to break the connection they have. For example, some victims will not remove themselves from their abusers because they blame the actions of the abuser on themselves (Cravens and Whiting and Aamar, 2015). Victim Support (2018) is an independent charity that has worked with over 35,000 survivors of domestic abuse. The charity commissioned a survey to investigate the reasons why victims may not report their case of domestic abuse to the police. The main outcome of the survey was the victims felt there was a lack of empathy and in some cases intimidation from male police officers, making female victims feel inadequate or uncomfortable to discuss their situation. Victim Support (2022), report that 48% of black and ethnic minorities felt that they were not taken seriously by the police because of the colour of their skin. Prejudice’s such as this could be a factor as why legislation takes a long time to evolve. The survey also showed that some victims felt that they were not believed and dealt with in a robust and unsympathetic manner, leaving victims feeling infuriated that the police could not conceive the level of danger they were in. An additional factor for not reporting a case of domestic abuse is the fear of repercussions from an abuser if intervention or a conviction is not made (Gurm and Marchbank, 2020). The Crown Prosecution Service (2022a) provide that the police charge rate for domestic abuse is 77.2%. Although this may appear to be a high percentage, 22.8 % risk of failure may be too high for some victims to come forward. The Office for National Statistics (2023) stated that only 39,198 offenders were convicted in 2023. The case of R v Curtis (2010) highlighted the difficulty of proving harassment in a court of law that would conclude in a conviction. Some victims may not realise that what they are experiencing is abuse, it can be a common misconception that domestic abuse is solely physical (Sweetnam, 2013). However, Cox (2022) explained that the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 defined domestic abuse as behaviour that was physical, sexual, violent, threatening, controlling or coercive. As well as economical, psychological, or emotional abuse.

It was found by Birdsall and Boulton (2022) that victims are concerned with the process of reporting domestic abuse and the limited support the police can offer. The Metropolitan Police (2023) advise that in the first instance a victim should call 999 for physical intervention by the police. The police are duty bound to update the victim who reported abuse within 24 hours of the report being made. A helpline telephone number is given to the victim to follow up on the progress of their report. In 1987, EVA Woman’s Aid (2019), was launched as the first national domestic violence hotline to support victims. Following the initial report of the abuse the victim can apply for an injunction or protection order which Durfee (2011) explains is a way a victim can prevent or restrict contact between themselves and their abuser. There are many independent actions that the victim must follow to proceed with a claim of domestic abuse with little support from the police, this could be a contributory factor as to why more cases of domestic abuse are not reported as victims may not feel protected by law enforcement. However, Citizens Advice (2023) offer additional advice on the steps that a victim of domestic abuse should take once an allegation of abuse has been reported, such as housing arrangements.  

[bookmark: _Toc165930664]2.4. Legislation that protects victims of domestic abuse
Victims can use legislation to apply for injunctions to distance themselves from the situation and the abuser. Domestic abuse protection notices/orders can be put in place to create immediate and long-term interventions to create a safety net from their abuser (UK Government, 2024a). However, a drawback is the cost of legal representation. Whilst this is not necessary, they could provide extensive knowledge and guidance (Women’s Aid, 2023). Many victims do not have the financial capability for legal support. Reasons for this could be financial dependency on their abuser or their abuser has control over a victim’s resources (Johnson et al, 2022) and cannot afford legal representation. Therefore, a victim could apply for legal aid. Whiting (2023) defines legal aid as a government funded scheme that pay the legal fees for those who cannot afford it. Legal aid could afford a victim to leave the domestic abuse, or if rejected subject them to further suffering (The Law Society, 2023). Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 was found to be restricting as it has a five-year time limit to provide evidence of domestic abuse to apply for legal aid. This could be hard as it is not easy gathering sufficient evidence for the police. It is shown in Garton (2016) that 39% of women who applied for legal aid do not have sufficient evidence to receive it. To prove domestic abuse, a victim will need to gather verbal testimonies from witnesses, medical reports of injuries, and ensure that police reports are compiled to show a repetitive case of domestic abuse (National Domestic Violence Hotline, 2021). The time limit was abolished in the civil legal aid (procedure) (amendment) (no. 2) 2017 regulations so victims did not have to feel under pressure from a time constraint. Citizens Advice (2023) offer a free tool to help victims independently apply for non-molestation orders or occupation orders. They also give guidance on how to apply for legal aid. UK Government (2023a) state that non-molestation orders and occupation orders are free to apply for but if the victim does not know of the sufficient protection methods they will not be used. Some victims experience coercion from their abuser and might not have access to facilities for research (Speed and Richardson, 2022). Victims then may feel obligated to stay with their abuser for financial reasons (Postmus, Plummer and Stylianou, 2016). 

Although the Office for National Statistics (2023) suggest a decrease in domestic abuse reports, the accuracy of these statistics as a true representation is questionable (Sainani, 2017). One of the main dangers with statistics that suggest reporting domestic abuse incidents are decreasing is the lack of demand for change to existing policy and legislation (Bunce et al, 2024). Maslen and Paine (2024) suggest a further implication could be the allocation of resources to other crimes are deemed a priority. According to HM Government (2023) over £140 million was invested into the tackling domestic abuse plan for two years. However, this is miniscule compared to the £2.2 billion that is spent annually to tackle fraud (UK Parliament, 2011). The £140 million for the domestic abuse plan is split up into smaller divisions. Although it seems like a large budget, each division is not specifically for victims of domestic abuse. An example of this is that money from the budget is allocated to general housing instead of housing for victims of domestic abuse. UK Government (2023b) specify that £10 million is given to organisations providing support to children suffering from domestic abuse, such as counselling with 1:1 support. However, the £10 million is also split over different organisations such as Welsh Woman’s aid, The Children’s Society, SafeLives, and more, meaning that each organisation is receiving around £1 million or under. This might not be sufficient for each community to create the best resources and protection for the victims. SafeLives (2023b) state that they are primarily funded by charities, meaning funding is crucial. Support and protection are vital to help victims of domestic abuse as the charity SafeLives (2023a) reveal that they have helped over 50,000 victims and 70,000 children. Mahapatro, Prasad and Singh (2021) report that 60% of victims afforded sufficient protection found the abuse stopped when receiving the correct advice and protection methods provided by these support communities.

Current legislation does give the opportunity for victims to gain protection from domestic abuse, however, the evolution of legislation has been extremely slow. Only within recent years domestic violence was changed to domestic abuse by the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, as violence did not have the connotations of all that a victim could experience (Aldridge, 2021). It is because of this slow evolution that so many perpetrators were able to and are still able to commit acts of domestic abuse. The first piece of legislation to combat domestic abuse was the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Proceedings Act 1976. It gave the police the power of arrest if domestic violence had occurred. Slow evolution of legislation is dangerous because a portion of the public still have the perception that domestic abuse is acceptable (Martin-Fernandez, Gracia and Lila, 2022). An example is that it was only made a law in 1991 that marital rape was a crime, a decision which was made in R v R (1991). The next legislation to protect victims of domestic abuse was introduced 21 years later, this was the Housing Act 1996. A large gap in legislation would have caused victims to suffer during this period due to lack of legal support (Sivarajasingam et al, 2022). The Housing Act 1996 act recognised that primary care givers and children were at risk of homelessness when leaving homes of domestic abuse. The victims and children were considered ‘homeless’ and would be put through the housing process. Although this legislation was not created specifically for victims of domestic abuse, it provided sufficient protection for them. 

The Protection from Harassment Act 1997 and the Family Law Act 1996 are crucial pieces of legislation for protecting victims of domestic abuse. The Protection from Harassment Act 1997 was first put in place to criminalise harassment and protect victims from a variety of abuse and inappropriate behaviours displayed by perpetrator’s (Strickland, 2017). Daily abuse causes a mental strain on a victim, gaining a successful protection order can provide an ease for the victim (Kaur and Garg, 2008). The Crown Prosecution Service (2022b) claim that restraining orders can be applied for any criminal offence. Sentencing Council (2023) explain that if a protection order is breached, a prison sentence of up to 5 years can be implemented. 

The Family Law Act 1996 introduced occupation orders and non-molestation orders. An occupation order has the power to legally allocate who can occupy the family home. It could allow victim’s and children of domestic abuse to remain in their family home, whilst removing the abuser (Shelter, 2021). Certain criteria, such as both parties must have lived in the property together as a family home or intended to in the future and must be associated persons; another deciding factor is relevant children. In the case of Re L (Children) (2012), it was decided that the children were affected by the parents quarrelling and it was in their best interest to remove the father from the home. Under section 33 (3) of the Family Law Act 1996, it is the courts digression to decide who remains in the property or part of the property. Non-molestation orders can be used to protect a victim from harassment by diminishing an abuser’s actions, such as visiting the home or threatening physical abuse (College of Policing, 2022). Non-molestation orders can only be applied for associated people such as marriage or civil partnerships (National Centre for Domestic Violence, 2020). Most legislation available to protect victims have specific criteria and many blockades for a victim who may need a protection order. An example is non-molestation orders can only be made for deliberate harassment and the victim must prove the harassment (Bates and Hester, 2020). In C v C (1998) the publication of a newspaper article was not seen as a molestation despite fears of a tarnished reputation. However, there are gaps regarding this current legislation because there are remedies available for abusers to reduce or clear charges against them. It is reported by Judiciary (2007) that physical and emotional factors including mental illness, such as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) can impact the sentencing of an abuser. This was demonstrated in the cases of Bratty v Attorney General for Northern Ireland (1963) where PTSD was used as a defence. However, the defence of PTSD was not always accepted by judges due to fear of flooding the courts with this defence for all crimes (Savla, 1999). Abusers who suffer or claim to suffer from mental illness can also prevent victims from using the law to protect themselves from domestic abuse. This was demonstrated in the case of Banks v Banks (1999) where a spouse was refused a non-molestation order because his wife’s actions were excused by mental illness. 


The next piece of legislation was the Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004. The government implied it was the biggest change to law regarding domestic violence within the past 30 years. Hester, Pearce and Williamson (2008) wrote in a Ministry of Justice report that this claim was an exaggeration because it had a limited impact to victims of domestic abuse. They reported that in their opinion the most effective change was that common assault was made an arrestable offence in England and Wales under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. This proves that the slow evolution of legislation was not affording sufficient protection to victims, and it takes years for each legislation to be published. The next act to have an impact on domestic abuse was the Crime and Security Act 2010. The act enabled victims to attain a Domestic Violence Protection Notice if they had received threatening violence towards them. An emergency non-molestation order can be implemented by the police in serious incidents (UK Government, 2022).

It was a further 5 years until the Violence Against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Act (Wales) 2015 was introduced, with the main aim to stop gender-based violence/abuse. Policy and Strategy (2022) reported the Welsh government wanted to change public perception on violence towards women by holding offenders accountable. 

The latest legislation dedicated to the protection of victims from domestic abuse is the Domestic Abuse Act 2021. This act defined that domestic abuse is not just physical violence. This is the first act to make non-fatal strangulation and sharing private sexual images a criminal offence (UK Government (2024b). Legislation has not been sufficient at affording protection to victims of domestic abuse until 2021 as laws such as the two previously mentioned should have been implemented in prior legislation. This act was first announced to be drafted in the Queen’s speech in 2017 and to be implemented between 2018-2020, however it was not introduced until 2021 (End Violence Against Women, 2017). The bill was proposed in the House of Commons and sat through 12 sittings (House of Commons Library, 2021) taking a long time to become law (UK Parliament (2023). This gap in legislation can be fatal to some victims as previous legislation may not apply to them and will have to wait longer for legislation that will protect them from domestic abuse. For example, according to the Middle Eastern Women & Society Organisation (2023), the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 does not offer protection for migrant women that suffer domestic abuse or the power to punish their abuser. The charity reports 92% of immigrant domestic abuse victims are threatened with deportation by their abusers. The Domestic Abuse Commissioner (2023) reported that the police made 537 referrals of cases involving domestic abuse victims who were immigrants to Homeland security as they were prioritised as criminals instead of victims. 

[bookmark: _Toc165930665]2.5. Conclusion
The literature review analysed that not all current legislation is sufficient at affording protection to victims of domestic abuse. It found that not every method is affective or accessible to victims with drawbacks such as, negative perceptions of the police which made victims feel uncomfortable involving them. This is a critical perception because the police are one of the only effective ways to start the process of intervention in cases of domestic abuse (Davies, Barlow and Fish, 2023).  Legislation should investigate other correction methods other than imprisonment such as rehabilitation so that there is not a dependency on new legislation. Hackett and Small (2023) have conducted that prison officers that encourage a supportive environment and encourage rehabilitation have higher success and lower reoffending rates. The UK government promote the Community Domestic Violence Programme (Ministry of Justice, 2016) which aims to diminish abusive thinking in males and to convert aggressive behaviour. National Offender Management Service (2015) report that the results from this programme was effective and slightly reduced the rate of reoffending. 


[bookmark: _Toc165930666]Chapter Three – Methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc165930667]3.1. Introduction 
Primary research gives first-hand perspective into the research in the literature review. It is paramount to identify the public’s perception of the objectives.
· Objective one– Identify the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and the needs of victims.
The literature review investigated the second objective in depth. However, the primary research will give an insight into the public opinions and knowledge of current legislation.
· Objective Two- Assess current legislation that aims to protect victims from domestic abuse.
The literature review showed gaps in current literature such as there is no current legislation to protect migrant women from domestic abuse (Middle Eastern Women & Society Organisation, 2023).
The third objective will aim to perceive the public’s perception on the gaps that were found in the literature review.
· Objective Three - Evaluate public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation and the reforms they offer.
Other gaps found in legislation are the remedies available for abusers to reduce or clear their charges. Remedies such as mental health can influence an abuser’s sentence (Judiciary, 2007).  

[bookmark: _Toc165930668]3.2. The Research Onion 
The Research Onion will be applied to the research methodology. The Research Onion was created by Saunders et al (2007) to allow a researcher to methodically describe actions and decisions. It is used to examine the relevance of research, as well as analysing findings to provide validity and reliability. This will be achieved by using all the layers of the research onion (Melnikovas, 2018). 
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[bookmark: _Toc165930669]3.2.1. Philosophy 
The first layer is the philosophy of the project. It describes the reasoning and purpose of the research. There are different types of research philosophy however, Saunders only refers to three, positivism, interpretivism and pragmatism (Ryan, 2018).  This research will use interpretivism to review social phenomena’s whilst considering cultural factors in the participants environment. This method gives an insight to the public’s perception on legislation and if it provides sufficient protection to victims of domestic abuse (Saunders, Tosey, 2013). The researcher can summarise a collection of the publics thoughts to remain subjective and factual.       

[bookmark: _Toc165930670]3.2.2. Approach 
An inductive approach will be applied to generate a theory from the results of the research rather than adopt a pre-existing theory (Naeem et al, 2023). The aim is to analyse the perceptions from the public and review if they hold UK legislation in high regard or have a pessimistic view. Makri and Neeley (2021) suggest that the data will be collected and analysed for patterns and formulate a conclusion. An inductive approach consists mainly of qualitative data to receive the public’s input with specific reasoning to their opinions. This raw data will be condensed into a clear evaluation (Thomas, 2006). 

[bookmark: _Toc165930671]3.2.3. Strategy 
The next layer in the research onion is strategy. This will focus on how the research will be conducted. The strategy will consist of identifying the facts and describe its findings with justification (Rasheed et al, 2019). A survey with open and closed questions will be used to conduct the primary research to gather qualitative and quantitative data. The research will be motivated by descriptive research to offer depth and acutely analyse all data to create a hypothesis (Bccampus, 2023).

[bookmark: _Toc165930672]3.2.4. Choice 
The fourth layer of Saunders research onion is choice. This layer defines what type of data will be used. In this research a mixed method is used to ask quantitative and qualitative questions (Baran, 2020). Quantitative questions will focus on statistics and high volumes of information (NIHR, 2023). It is used to gather statistical data so conclusions can be drawn by the researcher. Asking participants quantitative questions will present an average of the answers which will be compared to the research from the literature review. Busetto, Wick, Gumbinger (2020) write that qualitative research focuses on words rather than numbers, primarily targets the why behind participants opinions. Pathak, Jena and Kalra (2013) convey that the main point of qualitative research is to have an in depth understanding from a humanistic view. This will could show a correlation between the thoughts of participants and victims of domestic abuse.

[bookmark: _Toc165930673]3.2.5. Time 
Marhaben et al (2012) stated that creating a timeline will structure the process of conducting research by giving small goals to make the project manageable. Working on small aims allows a researcher to gather quality content consistently, until the end of the research. A cross sectional time horizon is used during this research. Research with long time horizon goals and short-term horizons will keep the research on track by breaking up goals to increase motivation (Rolison, Hanoch and Wood, 2017).

[bookmark: _Toc165930674]3.2.6. The Centre 
Saunders et al (2015) report the centre of the onion is the techniques for data collection, the processes and analysis of research. The techniques for data collection will be a questionnaire with qualitative and quantitative questions. The benefits of a questionnaire are it can intake a large population to gain as many statistics as possible (Jones, Baxter and Khanduja, 2013). The findings will guide the research of the project by revealing the public’s view on protection methods available to victims of domestic abuse (Wasti et al, 2022). Using a questionnaire is beneficial according to Cleave (2023) due to no cost and gives flexibility for the participants to complete the questionnaire. Appropriate wording that will not confuse the respondents will be used to ensure easy completion (Choi and Pak, 2005). Thematic analysis will be used to find correlations and patterns in the data that will be analysed (Braun and Clarke, 2012). The use of primary research will give validity to the literature review (Driscoll, 2011). 

[bookmark: _Toc165930675]3.2.7. Reliability and Validity
These are important factors to prove that the research is reliable and would ensure the same results if repeated. Random sampling ensures a large sample is formed. Andrade (2020) conveys that this method allows accurate and concise results. The questionnaire will be made on google forms and shared via social media to gain a large range of participants over the age of 18 with varied ethnicities and genders for unbiased results (Delbosc, 2023). Snowball sampling will be used to quickly spread the questionnaire by participants passing it along to others. A limitation to this is that the participants may come from one geographical area (Emerson, 2015). 

[bookmark: _Toc165930676]3.2.8. Limitations 
The limitations could include participants rushing the questionnaire or answer based on what they think the answers should be and not their perception. This would collect false facts and would not be beneficial (Murdoc et al, 2014). Confidentiality and informed consent are the main ethical issues in primary research. However, the participants personal information will not be collected and only answers to the questions will be included and evaluated. All respondents must give full consent and have the right to withdraw at any stage prior to submission of the questionnaire by closing the page (Kelley et al, 2003). This research will follow UWTSD research integrity and ethics (2024) code by maintaining integrity and high standards throughout the research and remain professional. This research will also meet the conditions of the Data Protections Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation 2018.

[bookmark: _Toc165930677]3.3. Conclusion
The methodology proposes that the questionnaire will identify the public’s perception on the gaps in legislation found in the literature review and evaluate any gaps proposed by the respondents. The questionnaire will be distributed and evaluated to find patterns and trends to draw conclusions surrounding the gaps in literature.


	




















[bookmark: _Toc165930678]Chapter four – Analysis 
[bookmark: _Toc165930679]4.1. Introduction 
This chapter will be analysing the answers from the primary research to gain the public’s perception of domestic abuse and provide primary evidence to support the literature review. This research consisted of a questionnaire that was released to the public online because it is a reliable way to gather and store participants answers (Scharf, 2014). The analysis chapter aims to answer all the objectives of the dissertation.

· Objective 1 – Identify the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and the needs of victims.
· Objective 2 – Assess current legislation that aims to protect victims from domestic abuse.
· Objective 3 – Evaluate public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation and the reforms they offer.

The results from the questionnaire will answer the research question by using quantitative analysis testing the hypothesis to determine whether UK legislation is affording sufficient protection to victims of domestic abuse in England and Wales. This will be executed by using thematic analysis, to identify themes and patterns in the answers (Terry et al, 2017). The questionnaire is made up of quantitative and qualitative questions for validity. Quantitative analysis will be used because O’Leary (2023a) explains that it will magnify any relationships and patterns formed from the participants answers. Qualitative analysis will draw conclusions from the participants answers by coding them into different occurring themes (O’Leary, 2023b). 

[bookmark: _Toc165930680]4.2. Research data analysis 
[bookmark: _Toc165930681]4.2.1. What is your age range?
Using snowball sampling (Emerson, 2015) the questionnaire reached a broad age range, between 18 to 65 years +. Having opinions from a wide variety of ages assists in engaging the overall opinions of the public regarding domestic abuse as anyone can be subject to it (Betz et al, 2023).  Whilst the questionnaire was completed by a wide age range, 50% of the respondents were aged between 18 and 25, limiting the research due to a lack of representation. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your age range?. Number of responses: 52 responses.]
[bookmark: _Toc165930682]4.2.2. What is your gender?
According to Monteiro et al (2024) women are more likely to do an online survey than men, this was confirmed by the questionnaire with 80.4% were female, 17.3% male and 2.3% non-binary. This could also limit the research with a lack of representation.
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What is your Gender?. Number of responses: 52 responses.]

[bookmark: _Toc165930683]4.2.3. What do you think the definition of domestic abuse is in England and Wales?
All the respondents referred to violent or abusive behaviour that may harm another within a household. According to the Ministry of Defence (2024) 84% of domestic abuse victims experience non-physical abuse, however 39 of the respondents referred to physical abuse. This shows that the public may believe that emotional abuse is not considered to be as harmful as physical abuse (Women’s Aid, 2022). The literature review echoes this stating that some victims do not report domestic abuse because they do not realise they are experiencing it (Sweetnam, 2013). However, Cox (2022) defined that domestic abuse could range from physical, sexual, violent, threatening, controlling or coercive behaviour. As well as economic, psychological, or emotional abuse. Respondents stated that domestic abuse involves coercion over an individual’s finances or their mental state. Examples of the respondent’s definitions include “Any incident or pattern of incidents of violent/ threatening/ controlling/ sexual abuse. Another respondent quoted “Physical, mental, financial or emotional abuse (among others) between partners, family members, or those who live under the same roof”. None of the participants specified a gender, showing that there is an understanding that abuse is not gender specific. The public may have a good understanding of domestic abuse because of victims who share their experiences. Ucko (2010) found Storieswork, a non-profit organisation that supports domestic abuse victims and provides a safe space to share their experiences. 


[bookmark: _Toc165930684]4.2.4. What percentage of the population in England and Wales (59,642,000 people) do you think reported cases of domestic abuse in 2022?
This question answered the first objective as the literature review found that 1,500,369 of the domestic abuse cases were reported to the police (Office for National Statistics, 2022a). 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: What percentage of the adult population in England and Wales (59,642,000 people) do you think reported cases of domestic abuse in 2022?

. Number of responses: 52 responses.]
The questionnaire found 28.8% of the participants voted the highest option of 8,946,300 cases reported, showing the public do not have an accurate prevalence of domestic abuse in the UK. A public perception is potentially that domestic abuse is a current issue. The minority may have thought that domestic abuse is not prevalent or that there are more cases of domestic abuse that are un-reported than reported. The literature review revealed that out of 2.4 million occurrences of domestic abuse, only 1.5 million cases made a police report (Office for National Statistics, 2022a). 






[bookmark: _Toc165930685]4.2.5. If you were in charge of creating laws to protect victims of domestic abuse. In what order would you prioritise these laws. 1 being the most important and 6 being the least.
This question focused on the second objective assessing current legislation. It found the public’s focus was to prioritise rehoming children where domestic abuse is present. Cox (2024) indicates that 2.4 million women in the UK are primary caregivers and given that 80% of the respondents were female, they may have felt an obligation to make children a priority, however it was not stated that the children were in danger. It could be presumed that adults would rather any form of abuse were aimed at them rather than children (Landgren, 2005). 

The second priority was to permanently separate the victim and the abuser, this was selected higher than rehoming a victim. This could be because rehoming a victim does not ensure permanent separation from their abuser and could make the situation worse if they return (Basilio, Guglielmucci and Livanou, 2022). Victims may stay in an abusive relationship for the protection of children or for financial security (Cheverton, 2023). Incarcerating an abuser gave a varied response ranging from the top two or the bottom two of the participants priority list. This may be because the protection and attention needed to be aimed at the victim who remained without a voice until intervention (Patra et al, 2018). 

The least prioritised option was rehabilitation, implying the participants would not help the abuser to re-educate themselves. If most of the public and the law makers have this perception, then re-offending rates will not decrease. It was reported by Mills, Grauwiler and Pezold (2006) that female victims were advocates for male abusers to attend rehabilitation sessions rather than incarceration. This suggests the public may need educating on the importance of rehabilitation. The literature review provides that prison officers who provide supportive environments to encourage rehabilitation had low reoffending rates (Hackett and Small, 2023). Rehabilitation is a critical tool to prevent perpetrators from reoffending whilst continuing their sentence. It is reported by Cullen, Jonson and Nagin (2009) that prison is not always the most effective method to stop criminals from reoffending. However, there were four [image: Forms response chart. Question title: If you were in charge of creating Laws to protect victims of domestic abuse. In what order would you prioritise the laws below. 1 being the most important, 6 being the least important.

. Number of responses: .]participants that placed rehabilitation first, and this may be for the same reason. 

[bookmark: _Toc165930686]4.2.6. There is a lack of legislation (laws) to protect victims of domestic abuse, why do you think this is?
This statement was made to the respondents to see if there was any dispute or reasoning for supporting it. This was undisputed and lead to strong views targeting the legal system and the government. One respondent said, “lack of understanding from misogynistic systems & women being the most likely victim of the harm”. A common response was the government prioritises visible crimes. Abuse can be hidden and therefore discarded as the government may view it an invasion of privacy to the public (Paine, 2015). Domestic abuse is notoriously hard to prove. One participant responded that it is due to “lack of evidence and victims being too afraid to come forward, also from a societal perspective, there is still a great deal of stigmatism on what is seen as ‘acceptable’ behaviour within families”. The National Domestic Violence Hotline (2021) stated in the literature review that a victim needs a portfolio of evidence including: witness statements, medical reports, evidence of injuries and police reports to show a pattern of abuse; potentially overwhelming the victim. Participants also raised that many victims do not report their situation. The literature review evaluated many reasons why victims do not report their cases of domestic abuse. One example being a trauma bond with their abuser and refusal to leave the abuser (Aldridge, 2015). Showing that the number of reported cases does not reflect the true level of domestic abuse in England and Wales, subsequently there is not an urgency for new laws to be created. This is supported by the analogy made by Gracia (2004) in the literature review that compared reported cases of domestic abuse are the tip of an iceberg because we can only create laws about the surface that can be seen and the unreported cases, under the water line, which are undiscovered so no lawful progression can be made. However, the literature revealed that the lack of legislation is not a cause of ignorance but a cause of prejudice, the Middle Eastern Women & Society Organisation (2023) conveys the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 does not offer protection for migrant women that suffer domestic abuse but will imprison them.  

[bookmark: _Toc165930687]4.2.7. Do you think there should be any exemptions or exceptions to allow people to commit actions of domestic abuse?
It was a unanimous vote that there should not be exemptions to domestic abuse. On the contrary a minority of respondents conveyed that mental health should be taken into consideration. An example given was perpetrators that suffers from ‘PTSD’ with appropriate evidence should receive a different sentence such as mandatory rehabilitation. PTSD can be used as a defence, demonstrated in the case of Bratty v Attorney General for Northern Ireland (1963). A respondent stated that exemptions could create loopholes to avoid reprimands which could prevent future victims from reporting domestic abuse. The defence of PTSD could be seen as one of those loopholes. 

[bookmark: _Toc165930688]4.2.8. A protection order is a legal way you can prevent a person from causing you harm or annoyance. An example of this is a non-molestation order. How much do you think the court fee is for applying for this order? 
Protection orders are free (UK Government, 2023a) but only 5.8% of the participants answered £0, the rest estimated between £60 - £400,000. This shows not all respondents have prior knowledge of the cost of protective legislation, meaning victims may not either due to limited resources or control from an abuser (Speed and Richardson, 2022). The literature review refers to reasons why victims do not seek help from the police or the law to escape domestic abuse. Reasons being some victims may have the assumption that any methods will be an expense they cannot afford (Johnson et al, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc165930689]4.2.9. How much do you think protection orders involving children cost?
Participants suggested a higher price for protection orders involving children. This could be because they assumed protecting multiple people cost more than an individual. If victims had this viewpoint, they may not apply for a protection order and stay with an abuser for financial reasons (Cheverton, 2023). 

[bookmark: _Toc165930690]4.2.10. What percentage of women in 2015 that applied for legal aid for domestic abuse do you think were rejected because they did not fit the criteria?
The questionnaire revealed that 34.6% of the respondents voted 60%. Stated in the literature review, 39% of applicants for legal aid are rejected for not fitting the criteria (Garton, 2016). If victims had a similar thought process, they might think there is a high chance of rejection for legal aid and a lower risk staying in an abusive relationship. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: Legal aid can be offered to victims to cover court related fees. There are specific criteria that must be met to allow a victim legal aid. What percentage of women in 2015 that applied for legal aid for domestic abuse do you think were rejected because they did not fit the criteria?. Number of responses: 52 responses.]

[bookmark: _Toc165930691]4.2.11. How much money do you think the government allocated to the tackling domestic abuse plan in 2023? 
£2.2 billion is spent on fraud prevention annually (UK Government, 2011) with this guidance the public were asked how much funding the tackling domestic abuse plan received. 82.4% of participants guessed lower than the real budget, which was £140 million (HM Government, 2023), and 51% guessed half the real budget. This shows that even though the government allocate a significant amount towards this sector it does not reflect in the progress if the public are not seeing results. 
[image: Forms response chart. Question title: How much money do you think the government allocated to the tackling domestic abuse plan in 2023?

For reference £2.2 Billion is spent on fraud prevention each year.
. Number of responses: 52 responses.]
[bookmark: _Toc165930692]4.2.12. Other than the police could you identify any other support agencies that aim to support victims of domestic abuse?
Whilst most respondents thought that there might be charities to help domestic abuse victims, they were unable to name any organisations. This shows that victims not wanting police intervention might not know of alternative forms of support. One participant suggested reading Monckton-Smith (2019) as she proposes eight stages in an abusive relationship that can lead to homicide. Even though this is an extreme case, reading this article could help victims identify the dangerous situation they could be in. 



[bookmark: _Toc165930693]4.3. Conclusion 
The respondents displayed good knowledge of the definition of domestic abuse however they had an over-estimation of the prevalence in society. The respondent’s answer’s highlighted gaps in legislation such as the lack of knowledge to existing protection methods. There is no need for new legislation if the public do not know of existing ones.























[bookmark: _Toc165930694]Chapter Five - Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc165930695]5.1. Introduction 
The dissertation aimed to critically analyse whether UK legislation is currently affording sufficient protection to victims of domestic abuse. Current legislation aims to protects victims that have prior knowledge of the legal system and legislation. This was found by investigating the three objectives, these are:

· Objective 1 – Identify the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and the needs of victims.
· Objective 2 – Assess current legislation that aims to protect victims from domestic abuse.
· Objective 3 – Evaluate public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation and the reforms they offer.

[bookmark: _Toc165930696]5.2. Objective One 
The investigation found domestic abuse is highly prevalent in the UK with an estimated 2.1 million victims. However, the research shows that the true prevalence is difficult to estimate as only 889,918 of those victims made a police report (Office for National Statistics, 2023). Research found the needs of the victims, including greater support from the police due to current victims feeling no empathy from the police (Victim Support, 2018) and not supported if an abuser does not receive a conviction (Gurm and Marchbank, 2020). It was found that female victims were advocates for male abusers completing rehabilitation programmes instead of incarceration (Mills, Grauwiler and Pezold, 2006). A recommendation is that rehabilitation should be mandatory in an abuser’s sentence to prevent re-offending (Hackett and Small, 2023). The research highlighted the needs of the victims such as support in creating a portfolio of evidence to prove domestic abuse (The National Domestic Violence Hotline, 2021). It was discovered that once a report is made, it is left to the victim’s discretion to take further action with no guidance from the police (The Metropolitan Police, 2023). A recommendation would be a specialised team to guide victims with legislation to protect them. Therefore, if victims feel they can trust the capabilities of the police, more victims may report domestic abuse.
[bookmark: _Toc165930697]5.3. Objective two
The research found that there are sufficient protection methods available for victims of domestic abuse such as the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 which defined domestic abuse to emphasise it is not solely physical (Cox, 2022). However, the Domestic Abuse Act 2021 does not protect all victims such as migrant women (Middle Eastern Women & Society Organisation) showing the need for further reform. The primary research found a gap in legislation, the public did not have prior knowledge that non-molestation orders have no cost, therefore showing a lack of knowledge of protection orders. The primary evidence also highlighted gaps in legislation such as remedies available for abusers. An example, mental health disorders can excuse an abuser’s actions or prevent victims from receiving sufficient protection methods, seen in Banks v Banks (1999). Oversights such as this could persuade a victim to stay with an abuser out of fear. Other reasons why victims stay with abusers are for financial stability (Cheverton, 2023). Victims may not be able to afford legal representation and Garton (2016) found that 39% of women who applied for legal aid were rejected. Safelives (2023) communicated that 60% of victims that used the correct protection methods were permanently removed from the abuse. A recommendation for the exposure of current legislation would be to create an information pack for victims containing relevant legislation that serve to protect victims. It would include the Housing Act 1996 to inform victim’s that they will be considered homeless and prioritised on housing lists. Another recommendation is to enforce the urgency of police using an emergency non-molestation order when a victim displays signs of harm it should be implemented immediately whilst the case is under investigation (UK Government, 2022).  
[bookmark: _Toc165930698]5.4. Objective three 
The primary research suggests the public have a good understanding of the meaning of domestic abuse however, a large proportion of the public associate domestic abuse with just physical violence where in fact it includes many other factors (Cox, 2022). The primary research highlighted that the public overestimated the prevalence of domestic abuse in the UK. However, this conclusion is based on the estimated statistics provided by the Office for National Statistics (2023) which as previously discussed are likely to be significantly affected by underreporting. It was found that the public struggled to name other support services other than the police which could allude to victims not knowing other support methods too. The questionnaire highlighted that the public are not aware of the cost or existence of protection orders such as non-molestation and occupation orders which could correlate to victims. This shows there is no point of having sufficient protection available for victims if they do not know it exists or are free. A recommendation is to implement education programmes into schools and the police to create awareness of the accessibility of these methods.

[bookmark: _Toc165930699]5.5. Limitations 
The primary research had limitations due to 50 % of the respondents were aged between 18 and 25, this could have limited the research due to a lack of representation. Another limitation was 80.4% were female, 17.3% male and 2.3% non-binary. This may not be a fair representation of male and non-binary perceptions of domestic abuse. If the primary research was to be carried out again, another method would be used to spread the questionnaire to ensure a varied response from all backgrounds. 

[bookmark: _Toc165930700]5.6. Conclusion  
This research is important as it highlights key gaps in legislation that need to be addressed. Reform is needed to raise awareness of the sufficient protection methods available and to make them more accessible. Legislation should be put in place for schools and prisons to teach and communicate the facts of domestic abuse and the protection afforded by legislation. Legislation does not currently protect all victims of domestic abuse such as migrant women (Middle Eastern Women & Society Organisation). Reform is detrimental to the safety of victims and “everyone has the right to the preservation of human dignity, personal honour, reputation and the protection of good name” (Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, 2007). 
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Defenitions of domestic abuse

Series 1	physical violence	emotional abuse	psychological abuse 	financial abuse 	mental abuse 	sexual abuse	threatning/ controlling	verbal 	37	13	8	7	12	5	11	3	



Other than the police could you identify any other support agencies that aim to support victims of domestic abuse?
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What is your age range?

52 responses
@ Under 18
o ® 1825
® 2535
@ 35-45
] @ 4555
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Domestic Abuse Questionnaire

Warning! This questionnaire contains upsetting content, including domestic abuse. Please
understand that you have the right to withdraw from this questionnaire at any time by
closing the page. By contining to the questionnaire, you are giving consent for the use of
your answers for research purposes. Al data/answers collected will be anonymous and no
personal information will be collected (other than age and gender). All data will be
encrypted and kept in password protected cloud storage on the University Office 365
system which will not be shared.

Youmust be over the age of 18 to fill out this questionnaire!

f you feel affected by any of the contents below please seek help from Victim
support https://www.victimsupport.org.uk/crime-info/types-crime/domestic-

abuse/#:~:text=National%20Domestic%20Abuse%20Helpline%3A%2024 helpline%20for%2
Omen‘3A%200808%208010327 or call 0808 2000 247.

What is your age range?
Under 18
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2535

3545

45-55
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Research questions

What is your Gender?
O Female

O Male
(O Non-Binary
O Prefernotto say
@)

Other:

What do you think the definition of domestic abuse is in England and Wales?

Your answer

What percentage of the adult population in England and Wales (59,642,000 people)
do you think reported cases of domestic abuse in 2022?

O 1%(596,420)
O 2% (1,192,840)
O 5% (2,982,100)
O 7% (4174,1940)
@)

15% (8,946,300)
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If you were in charge of creating Laws to protect victims of domestic abuse. In
what order would you prioritise the laws below. 1 being the most important, 6 being
the least important.

First Second  Third Fourth Fifth Sixth

After care and
support for
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Rehabilitation

of (@) O O O (@] (@]

perpetrators.
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There is a lack of legislation (laws) to protect victims of domestic abuse, why do
you think this is?

Your answer

Do you think there should be any exemptions or exceptions to allow people to
commit actions of domestic abuse? Please explain your reasons

Your answer

How much money do you think the government allocated to the tackling domestic
abuse plan in 2023?

For reference £2.2 Billion is spent on fraud prevention each year.

£70 million

£100 Million

£140 Million

£210 Million

£520 Million

A protection order is a legal way you can prevent a person from causing you harm
or annoyance. An example of this is a non-molestation order. How much do you
think the court fee is for applying for this order?

Answer in pounds

Your answer
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How much do you think protection orders involving children cost?

Answer in £

Your answer

On average how long do you think a new piece of legislation (a new law) takes to
come into to action, from first being suggested in houses of parliament?

O 3months
O 6months
O 1year
O 2years
O 3years
QO 4years

O 5+years
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Legal aid can be offered to victims to cover court related fees. There are specific
criteria that must be met to allow a victim legal aid. What percentage of women in
2015 that applied for legal aid for domestic abuse do you think were rejected
because they did not fit the criteria?

O 5%

10%
20%
30%
40%

50%

OO0OO0O0OO0O0

60% +

As of 2021 children of domestic abuse victims are treated as primary victims.
Before 2022, an abuser who did not affect the child or cause no harm to the

child were still allowed contact and visitation rights because even though they were
an abuser to the other parent they caused no harm to the child.

Onascale of 11 10, 1 being hardly surprised and 10 being extremely shocked,
how surprised are you about this fact?

10
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Why do you think victims that experience domestic abuse do not report it to the
police?

Your answer

What evidence do you think a victim has to provide to prove they are experiencing
domestic abuse?

Your answer

How much do you think a family law lawyer costs per hour?

Your answer

Other than the police could you identify any other support agencies that aim to
support victims of domestic abuse?

Your answer
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What is your Gender?
52 responses

@ Female

@ Male

@ Non - Binary

@ Prefer not to say
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What percentage of the adult population in England and Wales (59,642,000 people) do you think

reported cases of domestic abuse in 2022?
52 responses

@ 1% (596,420)
@ 2% (1,192,840)
® 5% (2,982,100)
@ 7% (4,174,1940)
@ 15% (8,946,300)
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If you were in charge of creating Laws to protect victims of domestic abuse. In what order would you prioritise the laws below. 1 being the most important, 6
being the least important.

N First M Second WM Third WM Fourth M Fifth WM Sixth

o - O @ @
< o N & e
«° s o o s e




image7.png
Legal aid can be offered to victims to cover court related fees. There are specific criteria that must

be met to allow a victim legal aid. What percentage ...were rejected because they did not fit the criteria?
52 responses
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How much money do you think the government allocated to the tackling domestic abuse plan in

2023? For reference £2.2 Billion is spent on fraud prevention each year.
52 responses

£70 million 27 (51.9%)

£100 Million 16 (30.8%)

£140 Million 7 (13.5%)
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