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Website Critique

URL: http://www.druidry.org
[bookmark: _GoBack]Website name: The Order of Bards, Ovates & Druids
Having limited knowledge of alternative spiritualties there was not a specific spirituality’s website that I wanted to critique. In choosing one, I opened up various websites and chose the one whose home page was most visually appealing to me. This is the website of The Order of Bards, Ovates & Druids. Since the appearance of the website is what attracted me to it we will start by discussing the style of the website. I will then move on to discuss the content of the website. Next, I will look at the accessibility of the website and its content. Finally, I will conclude by talking about who this site is aimed at and what its aim is.
When you type the URL into the browser you are greeted with a pastel brown homepage with the symbol of the druids front and center. As you scroll down you’ll find a brief message about what Druidry is. Following the brief message there are three separate boxes containing information on shamanism, magic, and philosophy. Each box has a short description and a link for more information including courses, lectures, books, and membership information. Scroll down a bit farther and you’ll find podcasts, videos, and training information along with social media information and a “Join” button. The “Join” button takes you to a simple page where an interested person could pay for training materials offered in text, audio or both. There is also an introductory package for those not ready to jump in. At the very bottom of the page is contact information and an option to sign up for their newsletter. At the top of the home page are links to anything you could need. There is an “about us” link, a link discussing Druidry, another about the Druid community, we find yet another “join” link, a “library” link where you could have your own articles published, an “events and projects” page, and a “store” page. There are also two links for information to either train in Druidry or train to become a celebrant.
This website is well organized and easy to navigate. Each page is visually appealing and easy on the eyes. You will see a simple background with pastel colors, each page having its own color scheme. All text is placed on a slightly transparent white background and is easy to read. Each page has a side bar with additional information and questions that one might have. Social media information and a “join” button are available on each page as well. Someone would not have trouble finding what they need on this website whether it is for research, curiosity, or because they are looking to join the community of the Druids.
Next, we will be discussing the content of this website. The site contains information that describes Druidry, its members, and its beliefs. You can find archived information and listen to lectures. Each page has an option for an audio introduction. The writing style is inclusive, using “we”. It conveys a message that anyone is welcome to join. All information is presented in a short and concise manner that avoids overwhelming the reader but provides a summary of what you can continue reading about if you wish to. At the end of each short text there is a “read more” option that brings up more content for those looking to do more in depth research. The links on the side of each page take the reader to lengthier explanations and answers to frequently asked questions. All in all, there are many resources within the website to inform you of the Druids and their beliefs and practices. Navigating through the website I found myself quite intrigued with what I was reading and continued clicking through the links. All information is one or two clicks away and provided in a simple and direct manner. 
Podcasts are available through the website for free. I clicked on the links for social media as well. The Facebook page is one that can be followed by anyone instead of having to be accepted by the pages administrator. The twitter page and the Facebook page have posts that include quotes, links to articles and videos, and details on upcoming events. There is also a discussion forum for those who want to communicate with the Druid community about various topics or articles. 
Now that I have discussed the content and organization of the website, I will discuss its accessibility. The simple navigation and the organization of the website makes it accessible to those who are not tech savvy. The option to join the Order of the Bards and Druids is visible all over the website making it easy for anyone who decides to join while navigating the site. The join page itself is even more simple. There is a three-step process and all the steps are displayed throughout the whole process. There are no hoops to jump through to join, no tests, or documents required. You simply pay to receive the training information and go from there. In addition to this, there are options for payment plans. You can pay all at once, quarterly, or monthly. This is useful for those who cannot afford it all at once. And there is a safe payment method, through PayPal, for those that are suspicious of online payments. The audio intros at the top of each page are useful for those who have trouble reading or have sight issues. On top of this, there are also links to the website offered in five other languages: French, German, Dutch, Portuguese, and Italian. 
The Order of the Bards and Druids, based on this website, seems to be accepting of people worldwide. This, on its own, has an appeal. It conveys that it is a welcoming and diverse community. The order is willing to answer any questions for newcomers and makes learning and joining accessible. They have contact information, including local (UK) and international phone numbers, several email addresses, a mailing address, and even an email for any technical issues a website visitor may encounter. There is also an enquiry box on the “contact us” page so that someone can send an email without having to leave the website.
The website seems to be aimed mostly at newcomers. Most of the content on the website is information that a new member would want or need to know. It comes off as an introduction into Druidry; a sort of stepping stone into something larger. There are several “training” resources available for new members. Another clear indicator that this website is searching for new members is the placement of a “join” button on every page of the site. It is evident that the aim of this website is to acquire new members.
In conclusion, the website has the visual appeal to bring new visitors to the website. From there the visitor will find an array of information that is well organized and concise. Joining the community of the Druids is a simple task and finding more information (books, articles, etc.) is possible through the website. The audio introductions at the beginning are a good idea but there seem to be technical issues with them. While the join page is simple, it could use some of the visual appeal shown on the other pages. The Join page is just a blank, white background with some words on it. It takes away from the quality established by the rest of the website. My thoughts while browsing the website were that the Order of the Bards and Druids were serious about making me a member and giving me the resources to do so. Once I arrived at the join page I felt disappointed that I didn’t find the same pastel colored background that I had come to enjoy. 
The website would also benefit from an improvement to the events and projects page. While all the events are in chronological order and there is ample description for each event, the page would look better if the events were organized into a calendar. The site has the date and title along with all the information in one place. This can feel a bit overwhelming to a reader. It is much more practical to have the dates and titles and then the description be optional. This is especially so for those who are already members and are familiar with the types of events available. But, it would also benefit new or prospective members because they will be presented with an overview instead of being bombarded with unnecessary details. With the current set up there is too much scrolling just to find one event. With a calendar, events and projects will be set up in a manner that will make searching for a specific event more efficient. This website is otherwise a great resource for those looking to learn more about The Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids. 
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