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 Task 1 (a): Report on Essential Academic and Employment Skills
Academic skills are essential for students to succeed in their future careers, especially in this dynamic environment. One essential academic skill is critical thinking, which enables students to analyse data critically, ask relevant questions, and make appropriate decisions rather than accepting data without proper evaluation. According to research, students who can think critically can enhance their academic performance and address complex problems in the future [1].
Another skill students need to develop is communication. This entails the student’s ability to express themselves in both oral and written forms. Communication skills play a critical role in helping students complete their tasks successfully. Research has shown that effective communication skills help students achieve better teamwork and academic success [2].
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Figure 1: Communication Skills for the Workplace [3]
 

One of the most important skills in the digital age is information literacy. Students are exposed to vast amounts of information in the digital age, but not all of it is reliable. Students must learn to use the information they find ethically, thereby promoting academic integrity and lifelong learning. 

Finally, digital literacy and adaptability are key skills for the future. This is because
technology continues to evolve; therefore, the student needs to know how to effectively utilise digital tools and be able to adapt to new learning environments. Digital competence enables the student to succeed academically and prepares them for the career world, which is dominated by technology. [4]
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