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FUGITIVE TESTIMONIES.
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FOUND IMAGE - THE OUTMODED 

Walter Benjamin in 'Surrealism: The Last Snapshot of the European Intelligentsia' (1929), 
writing of André Breton claimed that:


[…] he was the first to perceive the revolutionary energies that appear in the

‘outmoded’ – in the first iron constructions, the first factory buildings, the earliest

photos, objects that have begun to be extinct, grand pianos, the dresses of five

years ago, fashionable restaurants when the vogue has begun to ebb from

them. 


Therefore, according to Benjamin there is a latent ‘revolutionary’ energy present in

outmoded things, which have the potential of offering a critical conception of the past.


Benjamin, Walter (1929), 'Surrealism: The Last Snapshot of the European Intelligentsia', in Michael W. Jennings, 
Howard Eiland, and Gary Smith (eds.), (1999), Selected Writings, Vol. 2, Part 1, 1927-1934, trans. Rodney Livingstone 
(Cambridge, Mass.; London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press), p. 210.
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ACTIVITY - FOUND IMAGE - GROUPS
-Is there anything on the back of the image?

-Is there writing, who wrote that?

-What is the activity taking place in the image?

-What is the location in the image?

-What is the lighting in the image?

-What are the materials in the images?

-What is the temperature in this image?

-Is there anything on the image's surface?

-How has the image been processed?

-What is the edge of the image like?

-What is the surface of the image like, how does it feel?

-What sort of paper is the image printed on?

-Is there any text in the image?

-What does it say?

-Is there any font in the image?

-Is there a boarder to the image?

-How old is the image?
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ACTIVITY - FOUND IMAGE - GROUPS
-Do you recognise anything in the image?

-What is the subject of the image?

-Why was this image taken?

-Is there any damage to the image?

-Is there movement in the image?

-What holds your focus in the image?

-Who took this image?

-Does this image remind you of anything?

-Is there a pattern in the image?

-Is there a sense of depth in the image?

-What height was this image taken from?

-What are these people talking about?

-What plants are in the images?

-What is the hair in the image?

-What is the style of the peoples' clothes in the image?

-What are the formal elements of the image?

-Where was the image processed?
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ACTIVITY - FOUND IMAGE - GROUPS

-Is there a development issue with the image?

-What is the saturation of the image?

-What is the hue of the image?

-What lens was used in the images

-What camera was used?

-What are these people thinking in the image?

-What is the object in the image?

-Is the there a reason for this object in the image?

-What is the person in the image doing with this object?

-What are these peoples' hands doing?

-Where are these people from?

-Why do you have the image?
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LOOSE NARRATIVES - PIECING THINGS 
TOGETHER

Think about narratives or how the following artists are piecing images together through 
ideas, concepts.
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EXAMPLES
Hannah Höch/

Album (Scrapbook), (1933).Cut with the Kitchen Knife, (1919-1920).
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EXAMPLES
Hannah Höch/ Album (Scrapbook), (1933).

Album (Scrapbook), (1933).
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EXAMPLES
Mike Mandel and Larry Sultan/ Evidence, (1977).

Evidence, (1977).

mailto:https://vimeo.com/210598660
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EXAMPLES
Mike Mandel and Larry Sultan/ Evidence, (1977).

Evidence, (1977).
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EXAMPLES
Mike Mandel and Larry Sultan/ Evidence, (1977).

Evidence, (1977).
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EXAMPLES
Mike Mandel and Larry Sultan/ Evidence, (1977).

Evidence, (1977).
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EXAMPLES
James White/ Evidence, (2022).

Evidence, (2022).

https://mackbooks.co.uk/products/evidence-br-james-white
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EXAMPLES
Carrie Mae Weems/ From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried/ 1995
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EXAMPLES
Carrie Mae Weems/ From Here I Saw What Happened and I Cried/ 1995
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EXAMPLES
Sasha Huber/ Demounting Louis Agassiz. Reparative Interventions/ 2008
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EXAMPLES
Sasha Huber/ Tailoring Freedom/ 2021
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EXAMPLES
Sasha Huber/ Tailoring Freedom/ 2021
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EXAMPLES
Sasha Huber/ Demounting Louis Agassiz. Reparative Interventions/ 2008
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John Akomfrah, Vertigo Sea, (2015).

JOHN AKOMFRAH


https://www.sfmoma.org/read/interview-john-akomfrah/
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

April 16th 1967.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

July 22nd 1972.



29

EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

July 14th 1974.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

May 1st 1976.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

January 25th 1979.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

August 8th 1982.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

April 16th 1984.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Seven Years (2001-2004).

September 20th 1985.
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EXAMPLES
Trish Morrisey/ Ten People in a Suitcase (2014-2015).
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EXAMPLES

Fig. 019KI (TM) Father and son clay pigeon shooting day Särkikangas sandpit, 1975/2015.

Trish Morrisey/ Ten People in a Suitcase (2014-2015).
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EXAMPLES

Fig. 16799KEL (TM) Adult Education Centre’s painting and drawing class. Teacher Riitta Ranta. 1986 reimagined as, 1956/2015.

Trish Morrisey/ Ten People in a Suitcase (2014-2015).
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EXAMPLES

Fig. 8097GAS (TM) An apparatus for testing the absorption ability of a nappy, 1969/2015.

Trish Morrisey/ Ten People in a Suitcase (2014-2015).
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EXAMPLES

Fig. 077OI (TM) Forester Häggman and an eight-kilogram pike, 1955/2015.

Trish Morrisey/ Ten People in a Suitcase (2014-2015).

Fig. 0395GAS (TM) Aune Heimolainen, one of the best swimmer girls in Mänttä Sporting Club, 1943/2015.
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EXAMPLES
Peter Piller/ Archiv Peter Piller/ 2007
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EXAMPLES
Peter Piller/ Archiv Peter Piller/ 2007
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EXAMPLES
Peter Piller/ Archiv Peter Piller/ 2007
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EXAMPLES
Batia Suter/ Parallel Encyclopedia #1/ 2007
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EXAMPLES
Batia Suter/ Parallel Encyclopedia #1/ 2007
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EXAMPLES
Batia Suter/ Parallel Encyclopedia #2/ 2018
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EXAMPLES
Batia Suter/ Parallel Encyclopedia #1/ 2018



47

EXAMPLES
Batia Suter/ Parallel Encyclopedia #1/ 2018
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Kurt Tong/ The Queen, the Chairman and I/ 2009-2013
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EXAMPLES
Zoe Leonard/ Crossing the Equator/ 2016
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EXAMPLES
Zoe Leonard/ Crossing the Equator/ 2016
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EXAMPLES
Carmen Winant/ My Birth/ 2018

My Birth, (2018).
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EXAMPLES
Carmen Winant/ Instructional Photography: Learning How to Live Now/ 2021

https://shop.selfpublishbehappy.com/products/instructional-photographs-learning-how-to-live-now-by-carmen-winant
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EXAMPLES
Carmen Winant/ Instructional Photography: Learning How to Live Now/ 2021
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EXAMPLES
Carmen Winant/ Instructional Photography: Learning How to Live Now/ 2021
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EXAMPLES
Carmen Winant/ Arrangements/ 2022

https://shop.selfpublishbehappy.com/products/arrangements-by-carmen-winant
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EXAMPLES
Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis/ Day Sleeper/ 2020

Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis, Day Sleeper, Mack (2020).

https://mackbooks.co.uk/products/day-sleeper-dorothea-lange-sam-contis-ed
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EXAMPLES
Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis/ Day Sleeper/ 2020

Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis, Day Sleeper, Mack (2020).
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EXAMPLES
Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis/ Day Sleeper/ 2020

Dorothea Lange and Sam Contis, Day Sleeper, Mack (2020).



Deana	Lawson,	Hair	Advertisement	(2005).		Pigment	print. Deana	Lawson,	Coulson	Family	(2008).		Pigment	print.

EXAMPLES
Deana Lawson/ MoMA PS1, New York/ April 14 - September 05, 2022/



EXAMPLES
Deana Lawson/ MoMA PS1, New York/ April 14 - September 05, 2022/



EXAMPLES
Mohamed Bourouissa/ The Utopia of August Sander/ (2012-2013).




MOTIVATION

Mohamed Bourouissa, The Utopia of August Sander (2012-2013), installation view detail, galerie Édouard-Manet, Gennevilliers, 2012.

Mohamed Bourouissa / The Utopia of August Sander / (2012-2013).

To represent the unemployed in a form that goes against 
the mainstream media narrative and reveals the inequalities 
created by the mechanisms of society.


EXAMPLES



Mohamed Bourouissa, The Utopia of August Sander (2012-2013), installation view detail, Centre Pompidou, Paris (2013).

Mohamed	Bourouissa,	The	Utopia	of	August	Sander	(2012-2013).

PROCESS
• A van was converted into a photographic studio where 

people were invited to take a photograph/scanner of 
themselves.


• With the use of software he transformed to images to 
be able to print them as polyester statuettes measuring 
about 10 cm, which he then sold on the street for 2 
euro a piece.

Mohamed Bourouissa / The Utopia of August Sander / (2012-2013).

EXAMPLES



MAIN REFERENCE

Mohamed	Bourouissa,	The	Utopia	of	August	Sander	(2012-2013),	
installation	view	detail,	galerie	É douard-Manet,	Gennevilliers,	2012.

The rationale of the project is based on People of the 
Twentieth Century by August Sander.  

Mohamed	Bourouissa,	The	Utopia	of	August	Sander	

(2012-2013).
August Sander, Varnished (1930), part of II/11 Working Types – Physical and Intellectual from People of the Twentieth Century.

Mohamed Bourouissa / The Utopia of August Sander / (2012-2013).

EXAMPLES



August Sander/ People of the Twentieth Century / 1892-1952 /

August Sander, Blind Men (1921), from People of the Twentieth Century.August Sander, Contact Sheet.

August Sander, Middle-Class Family (1923).

August Sander, Jobless (1928).

August Sander, Beggar (1930).August Sander, Court Usher (1932).

August Sander, Secretary (1931). August Sander, Revolutionaries (1929).

August Sander, Country Girls (1925).August Sander, Berlin Coalheaver (1929).

August Sander, Farmer from Kuchhausen (1951). August Sander, Blind Miner and Blind Soldier (1930).
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EXAMPLES
Joan Fontcuberta/ Herbarium/ 1983


https://youtu.be/m5zxDX77gho?list=PLBACGBbr1vZUk3yXpJNjNwoDaND4_KsDR
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EXAMPLES
Joan Fontcuberta/ Herbarium/ 1983
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EXAMPLES
Joan Fontcuberta/ Herbarium/ 1983
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EXAMPLES
Karl Blossfeldt/ 


Adiantum pedatum, (1898-1926). Acanthus mollis (Soft Acanthus, Bear's Breeches. Bracteoles with 
the Flowers Removed, Enlarged 4 Times), (1898–1928).
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For the next session: 

-Read Roland Barthes’ Camera Lucida first published in 1980. You can find a pdf copy 
on the module’s Moodle page.


-Bring your visual response to your ‘found’ image.


NEXT STEPS
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For the next session: 

- Example of how I have used the found photograph on Línea de Tensión (2023). 

- Examples of artists’ that use video.


NEXT SESSION



THANK YOU

Estéfani Bouza: e.bouza-arnoso@uwtsd.ac.uk/ January 2026  


