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Abstract

The paper mainly discusses the relationship between the effects of the virtual learning environments (VLEs) and the learning experience of the UWTSD students. The study utilized a descriptive method to determine the impacts of VLE Moodle on learners’ studying experience. Virtual learning technologies have been in use for a long time but have been promoted to greater extent by the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic. Data used in the research involves information got from experimental research and literature research from a sample size of 8300 undergraduate and postgraduate students and 200 teachers from University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London Campus. Three research questions and three hypotheses controlled the research. The respondents involved students from all the different years and faculties of University of Wales Trinity Saint David. The data used was retrieved from VLE and students’ virtual learning registration databases. Findings indicate a positive response from the students based on their virtual learning experiences and their general performance. 
INTRODUCTION
Learning through technology has become one of the most embraced trends in education through the utilization of VLEs. Institutions of higher learning like the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) incorporate a variety of communications technology to improve the learning experience away from the traditional classroom experience. The invention of computers and the internet in the 20th Century have made it possible to access online learning platforms and virtual learning environments for students. 
VLEs provide a platform for students to interact and do what could have traditionally been done in the classroom. Through these platforms, students and tutors can learn from anywhere without being confined within the walls of classrooms. VLEs act as spaces that can complement in-person and face-to-face classes at the (UWTSD) at different levels such as BA, MA, and Doctorate levels of learning. UWTSD mainly uses in-person class sessions to introduce teaching before being blended with virtual education; this is sometimes done within the campus and online. The primary purpose of this blend is to include learning experiences that are not limited to classrooms. UWTSD utilizes online learning environments such as Schoology and Edmodo, which are open to access and make learning rewarding for its students. 
LITERATURE REVIEW
Virtual learning enjoys different formats and platforms using various technologies like the internet, website, computers, and mobile phones. Virtual learning through these other platforms promotes exposure to internet facilities that make learning more interactive and exciting. Studying through the use of technology has been adopted by most institutions of higher learning. (Walker and White, 2013) argue that the inclusion of technology has affected the conventional classroom teaching replacing the teachers. The use of computers has drastically changed the way students are taught and how students receive knowledge.  
As JISC (2010) writes virtual learning environment is an online system that contains a variety of tools to support and enhance learning away from the constraints of classroom walls. VLEs include learning management and course management systems (LMS and CMS) to allow instructors to deliver lessons to their students in web-based environments made possible by the technology. VLEs execute these roles by supporting the instructions issued by teachers to their students and helping to review the course content. 
Virtual learning environments allow tutors to create online course contents, which can then be shared with students in more interactive ways through chats. (Dudeney and Hockly, 2010) observe that the VLEs allow students to directly interact with their trainers by videoconferencing and direct messaging options. VLEs also provide other applications and software that would enable external repositories to avail revision materials for students during their free time. 
Objectives of the Study
1. To find out the positive impacts of the virtual learning environment on the UWTSD students learning experiences.
2. To identify the negative impacts of the VLEs on UWTSD students’ learning.
3. To determine the degree of UWTSD students’ preparedness to be participating in virtual learning environments. 
Research Questions
1. What positive effects do virtual learning environments have on UWTSD students?
2. [bookmark: _Hlk77930846]What are the unfavourable impacts of virtual learning environments on UWTSD students' studies?
3. [bookmark: _Hlk77932546]How are the UWTSD students prepared to participate in virtual learning environments?
Hypotheses
1. The critical ratings of UWTSD students on the positive effects of virtual learning environments will not differ to a significant extent.
2. The critical ratings of the UWTSD students on the negative impacts of VLEs will not differ to a great extent.
3. There is no significant difference in the mean rankings of UWTSD students and their level of preparedness required by the VLEs. 

METHODOLOGY
The research utilized study questionnaires to obtain information from students and their tutors. Both students and teachers completed surveys to help get the information and data required by the study questions. The research used a descriptive survey investigating the effects of virtual learning environments on UWTSD students' performance. The design used collected information from the participants and respondents without the manipulation of the available variables. The research was carried out in all the University of Wales Trinity Saint David faculties across all the years. 
The total population for the study was 8500 as it targeted a population of 8300 students from both undergraduate and postgraduate students and 200 teachers from UWTSD. Stratified random sampling and simple random sampling were also employed to get a sample of students involved in virtual learning platforms in their last year of studies. 
The researcher used a questionnaire as an instrument of data collection—the questionnaire comprised five different sections. The first section sought personal data from the subjects and was meant to get information on the effects of virtual learning environments. The second section was to seek data on the adverse impacts of VLEs, and the last section sought to find the degree of students’ preparedness to embrace VLEs. The other two areas required the respondents to mention their degree of disagreement and agreement on every item statement. The responses were; disagree, strongly disagree, agree, and strongly agree. 
The researcher shared the questionnaires online through email with all the 8500 participants who took part in the study. The respondents took two days with the copies of the questionnaires before they sent them back to the researcher for evaluation. After the survey questions, standard derivation and mean scores were used to answer the research questions. The hypotheses were approximated to be at a 0.05 level of accuracy. 

RESULTS
Research Question 1: What positive effects do virtual learning environments have on UWTSD students?
	S/N
	Items on positive impacts of VLEs on Students Learning
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	1
	I study at my own pace without interference
	2.95
	0.10

	2
	I have the chance of interacting with experts from other parts of the world
	3.81
	0.92

	3
	I have excellent access to lots of curriculum options
	3.20
	1.18

	4
	I have obtained digital literacy
	3.00
	0.58

	5
	I have not developed problem-solving skills 
in VLEs
	3.25
	0.88

	6
	I learn together with other students from diverse 
environments
	3.18
	0.71

	Total Mean
	3.23
	0.73



The mean in Table 1 indicates that VLEs had positive impacts on the UWTSD students’ learning experience. 
Research Question 2: What are the unfavourable implications of virtual learning environments on UWTSD students' studies?
	S/N
	Items on Negative Impacts of VLEs on Students’ Learning
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	7
	VLEs demand a lot of time
	3.12
	0.92

	8
	VLEs do not offer me hands-on experience, i.e., lab classes
	2.99
	0.25

	9
	I miss in-person interactions with other students
	3.55
	1.92

	10
	I get interrupted by notifications
	3.65
	0.33

	11
	The cost I pay is very high compared to conventional university cost
	2.18
	0.10

	12
	My schedule is interrupted
	3.30
	0.15

	Total Mean
	2.58
	0.61



The data in table 2 show that items listed from 7 to 11 scored an acceptable average of 2.50 and show that some components like VLEs do not offer hands-on experience. There is no room for face-to-face interactions with other learners. A significant number of students reported witnessing challenges with VLEs. The setbacks included notifications from other applications that interrupted or distracted students from their studies during online class sessions. Tutors said that students got distracted by social network sites that were not related to the learners' activities. 
Research Question 3: How are the UWTSD students prepared to participate in virtual learning environments?
	S/N
	Items on the degree of Preparedness for continued VLEs
	Mean
	Standard Deviation

	13
	I have enough access to VLEs’ learning facilities
	2.18
	0.18

	14
	I’m confident that I will do well in my online studies
	3.19
	0.81

	15
	I always encourage other students to register for online classes
	3.88
	0.12

	16
	I am prepared to continue to study via VLEs
	3.12
	1.00

	17
	I am prepared to register for more courses online because the cost is low
	3.20 
	0.90

	18
	I believe that the courses I study in VLEs will make me self-reliant
	2.95
	0.82

	Total Mean
	3.09
	0.64

	


The data in table 3 indicate that students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David are prepared to continue enjoying a virtual learning environment. 






DISCUSSION
From the mean responses from the students as summarised in the tables, the students indicated that there were positive learning impacts on the learning. The responses indicate a positive effect on the students' learning experience. Students get the chance to interact with different experts virtually, and they can grasp concepts at their own pace. 
  

CONCLUSION
The student's views on the use of VLE and its impacts on their education is that online platforms have made learning fun. Most students see VLEs as beneficial and find the applications easy to use, gaining experience and the knowledge required by different subjects. Many students who took the survey prefer using online platforms to traditional classroom lessons and textbooks. However, a small group of students does not embrace the VLEs because of the minor setbacks involved during their use. 
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