Learning Logs:
Cross-Cultural Ethics: Christian and Islamic Approaches

Scripture:
For the Christian tradition, Scripture is an integral part of their ethical decision-making as it gives them direct access to how God acts and wants them to act. For example, ‘13Thou Shalt not kill’ (Exodus 20:13 (Bible Gateway, 2019)) this then can be called upon when faced with an ethical decision regarding the moral principle of the preservation of life as this clearly shows that God does not wish for Christians to end a life. While this example showed a straightforward command from the Bible, most of the Bible is not like this. As mentioned before, it is a collection of stories from which the meaning needs to be drawn from in order to understand what moral teaching or guidance is being offered. It is also important to note that the Bible is not the only Scripture which Christians can pull upon in order to help them make ethical decisions; there are also scriptures such as the gospels in which ‘Each book tells us about the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.’ (Kranz, 2018) it is still used the same as the Bible in that it is a collection of stories from which the true meaning needs to be interpreted so it can be used for guidance. This need for interpretation, however, does leave some problems for the Christian tradition as the stories are very much rooted in the context of the time period they were written, so it can be challenging to apply the teachings of one story that happened thousands of years ago to a problem of the modern-day as when it was written, they did not have to deal with problems of euthanasia or genetic modifying however this Is where the moral principle needs to be found such as the preservation of life, and then that can be applied through analogy to situations which seems similar. 
The Islamic Tradition often comes attached to the idea of Islamic law. This is because the focus of their ethical decision-making is much more focused on looking at their scriptures due to the Qur’an being the direct word of God told through the prophet Muhammad rather than examples of God’s actions as seem more commonly in the Bible. This means that Muslims have more of direct access to what God actually said, which has resulted in more specific laws to follow in all aspects of life. That is not to say that the Qur’an is just a straightforward book of rules, as some level of interpretation is still needed as it was written once again thousands of years ago. If one does not understand the context in which it was written so, once again, analogies are needed in order to take the guidance offered in the Qur’an and turn it into something that can be used for modern problems. For example, in Qur’an 5:90, it states, ‘Satan’s plan is to stir up hostility and hatred between you with intoxicants and gambling and to prevent you from remembering Allah and praying. Will you not then abstain?’ (Quran.com, 2023) from this, it to be understood that you should abstain from intoxicants; however, things such as coffee can be considered an intoxicant and were not invented when this was written. So using interpretation, it can be understood that the primary purpose was to ensure to never Forget Allah and to pray so as coffee, unlike wine and other alcohol, will not impact that aspect of one's life. It has been deemed that coffee is not something that should be abstained from. Much like Christianity, the Qur’an is not the only source of Scripture. There is also that Sunna and Hadith, which is the words and action of the profit Muhammad and operates the same as the Qur’an in that there are teachings as laws which can be used to guide when faced with ethical decisions 

Tradition:
Given the obvious weak points of the Christian tradition’s scripture, there have to be other ways in which Christians can use their faith to inform them when making ethical decisions. One of the ways in the tradition as the Christian tradition is not one big group but rather a collection of many different sub-sections. With this comes many different traditions depending on which section of Christianity is being followed. As a result of this, the interpretation of the Bible and the actions of individuals can be significantly impacted. For example, the importance of the Bible when making ethical decisions; some Christian traditions take a theonomous approach in which, for them, the Bible is the only thing that they should they be using to make the ethical decisions as it is a direct access to God . As such,  it has all the answers that are needed to act in accordance with how God wishes them to.
On the other hand, traditions such as the Roman Catholic Tradition put an emphasis on the other hand. Roman Catholics ‘recognize that the true “rule of faith”—as expressed in the Bible itself—is Scripture plus apostolic tradition, as manifested in the living teaching authority of the Catholic Church’(Catholic Answers, 2018). So they have a greater focus on heteronomous ethics with a lot of focus being put onto the church's authority and how things have been handled or explained in history as well as using reasoning if no such teachings have been done before. So rather than taking the Bible and deciding for yourself, you can go to the church or the Pope to see what has been said on a topic previously to inform your decision, as that is the role of the church.
Within the Islamic tradition, there is also a need for ways to fix the gaps that Scripture leaves for modern-day ethical decision-making. One way in which this is attempted to be solved is the existence of the Mufti, who is a ‘Muslim legal expert who makes decisions based on religious laws’ (Cambridge Dictionary, 2023). They are able to make judgements based on what has been read in the Qur’an or the Hadith and advise whether behaviour or action is permitted or not. This is something Muslims can go to when the Qur’an does not hold the direct answer to see what people have done throughout history with either similar problems or their exact problems. There can be different judgments on a matter from different muftis, as like the Christian tradition, there are different schools or traditions with the general Islamic tradition. The different traditions tend to focus on the way analogies work in the realm of using the sacred texts. One school of thought will put more emphasis on how strict the comparisons in analogies are; by allowing weaker analogies, it becomes easier than to make decisions as situations do not need to be identical but instead only share some of the same characteristics. This results in different decisions being made when faced with the same ethical dilemma as while one person may subscribe to the idea of one Mufti and, as such, their action was halal, another person may find the action to be undesirable or even forbidden. Within the Islamic tradition, there is also the notion of ‘urf’, which ‘is the product of the nature of the people and their culture’(Bello, 2013). This is also known as a local custom which is where the actions of the people will change depending on the location of the people. This is particularly prevalent as the Islamic tradition as it become a global religion, so once again, the actions and decisions of people in ethical situations can vary depending on what the local custom and tradition of the place in which it is happening despite them all following the same religion. 


Reason: 
For Christianity and, indeed, the rest of secular society, reason is an important part when faced with a dilemma. In terms of Christianity and Christian ethics, it is often understood that God has given us the capacity in order to observe the world around us and come to decisions based upon what can be observed. This can be seen through the idea of natural law, which is a ‘universally accessible moral theory based upon the ordinary human powers of observation and rational reflection.’ (Sanna, 2018) It is the idea that a sense of right and wrong can be found by looking at the natural world that surrounds us as well as natural human behaviour. God created this world and everything within it, so there is something which is inherently good such as life. This is because we can observe the things within the world wanting to live, and so we can reason that being alive and keeping things alive must be a good thing. So when this is translated to an ethical dilemma, the decision that preserves life must be the best one, as that is the natural way it should be. Reason is also a vital part of any ethical decision. Often they are straightforward problems, and as such, for Christians, multiple different teaching will have to be put together in order to come to a decision. This reason is the thing which decides which teachings are more of a priority over others or what morals are ranked in what order. For example, in John 15:12 it states 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you (Bible Gateway, 2019b). This is seen as a fundamental teaching, and so as such, Christians, when faced with an ethical decision, need to reason about the best way to act out this command.
Within the Islamic tradition, reason is the biggest divided within the different teachings and schools as they place such a heavy importance on following the scriptures and the laws that come from them that often not much reason is needed to determine what the correct action is after reading the Qur’an or the Hadith however as previously stated it is evident that not every ethical problem can be covered in what is a small book and so reason is needed to fill in the gaps, however, the debate is whether we are able to rely on reason to say if something is good or not. One way is according to the Mu’tazila’s reason is important as it is something the God has given humanity. It is the reason humanity is able to determine what is good as we use our reason to pick the Qur’an and God's way, as there is such a thing as an objective good and an objective bad. Reason is also important when looking at the analogies which are used frequently to connect the teachings from thousands of years ago to modern-day problems. This is because it is the use of reason that allows us to make the connection between two similar situations and transfer the teachings from one to the other. In conclusion, reason is a vital part of the Islamic tradition as it bridges the gap between what has been said and what has been done in practice throughout history and allows religion to continue to adapt and grow with the modern world.
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