Weblog 3 – Widening Access Promoting Universities or Discrediting Them?
The widening access policy was brought into the UK, to provide everyone with an equal chance of accessing higher education. It gives everyone the opportunity to develop their learning regardless of what their academic attainment levels are, race, age, disabilities, socio economic disadvantage and background. 
The reason for this is that Welsh Assembly Government. (2009) feel that these subset groups are unfairly represented with HE settings. You might ask yourself “What does widening access mean to post compulsory education?
Widening access means that higher educational establishments will cater for the needs of all individuals regardless of age, culture, religion, socio economic background, disabilities and colour (Evans, Rees, Taylor & Wright, (2017). (Underrepresented groups). This could impact on learning providers, who would need to consider differentiated abilities within the classroom (Armitage et al, 2007a).
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It also means that the curriculum set would need to incorporate strategies and measures to develop students at a slower lower rate of learning. Additionally, incorporating innovative, creative and alternative ways of learning (Kelly, 2009). It also gives opportunities to those students who might have experienced the snobbery of social class and elitism, preventing them from applying.

So, the facts are this:
Cambridge University is ranked 1st in the League Tables within the UK (The Complete University Guide, 2019). It’s considered an honour and privilege to be selected, with only the truly gifted gaining entry. It has a reputation for excellence. With these factors in mind, the prospect of widening access for students becomes a negative factor for Cambridge, especially with their reputation for honour students and league tables status. The governments perspective of social class no longer existing points to an ignorant attitude to perspective students who are from areas of deprivation, along with suggesting that Cambridge university have been allowed to ponder to their own set requirements for student participation.
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Continuous pressure from other universities have pushed Cambridge to invest £500 million into opening their doors for students from disadvantaged backgrounds Weale, (2018). Students with academic potential will be offered a transitional year plus a three-week programme to raise their attainment levels to the standard that Cambridge require. Even though they appear to be ticking the box in regard to the widening access initiative, they have still refused to lower their educational standards. Additionally, been heavily criticised for predominantly accepting white students. 
These facts suggest that Cambridge consider themselves to be far superior to the lower classes, therefore only moving the goal posts slightly to tick the boxes for acceptance (Weale, 2018). 

So how can widening access to education benefit society?
By promoting the concept that education for all is beneficial for Wales and the wider context. Widening access to higher education and beyond makes a significant contribution to society and economy of Wales, and “supports social justice, social mobility and economic upskilling” (Higher Education Funding Council for Wales, 2019). Gorard et al (2006) states that. 


“Having a diverse student population could be of educational and social benefit to teaching and learning in higher education. Having a variety of educational, cultural, religious and family backgrounds can enrich the learning experience. The different perspectives and experiences students from different backgrounds bring to the learning context can be utilised to promote learning and teaching.”
Will widening access mean more differentiated learning impact on the class?
Differentiated learning is common practice within the learning environment, as some students learn quicker than others. Students could become bored, fail to turn up to class for fear of failure. Class sizes can factor significantly into the learning environment. Additionally, with the need to increase learning support advisers. 

The positives are this:
Promotes the Higher education sector as fair and accessible to ALL. Gives the disadvantaged individuals a chance to break the cycle of their upbringing (Universities UK International, 2018). Removes the ideology and snobbery of higher education only for the advantaged individual (middle/higher class). Shows that higher education is incorporating the Wellbeing and Future Generations act, (2015). A more equal Wales, everyone should be able to fulfil their potential, no matter where they live or what their history is. Beneficial for social mobility and upskilling for businesses along with improving the economy.

The negatives are this:
Leaves other students feeling that their university status is devalued, along with some universities not wanting to incorporate this policy due to their status on the league tables. Takes away the elite's attitude towards higher education. Provides too much competition for jobs within the workplace.
So how has widening access performed in Wales?
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There are a higher number of Welsh students from under-represented groups attending universities in Wales in comparison to the UK. Over 92% of young full-time undergraduate entrants to Welsh higher education were from state schools or colleges – greater than the UK as a whole. The proportion of young full-time undergraduate entrants from low participation communities was over 13% – higher than the UK figure. Around 20% of mature undergraduate full-time entrants. Over 16% of these had never experienced higher education and were from a low participation community – greater than the proportion for the UK as a whole. Over 10% of part time undergraduate entrants had no previous higher education experience and were from a low participation community – higher than the UK.
The proportion of full-time undergraduate students in receipt of Disabled Students Allowance was over 7% – greater than the proportion for the UK as a whole (University Wales, 2019).
So, with these facts and statistics in mind do you think that widening access and opening all universities to perspective students from all groups is viable?
I have presented you with food for thought and would appreciate your comments.
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