Initial Proposal

A novel set in the fictional dystopian society of Hemla. The narrative follows Madox, the main character, who is summoned, along with every other seventeen-year-old boy in the rogue state, to carry out his mandatory period of service. After being assigned to labour in the Sanctuary, Madox soon realises that behind the agreeable facade, everything is not as peaceable as he’d always believed.


Detailed Proposal


Author: Joel Ridler 
Adress: College St, Lampeter, SA48 7ED
Tel: 01570 422351


The novel’s proposed title is Slow Burn. It’s derived from a term that is commonly used in the novel’s country. Burnt is a judgmental adjective affixed by the people of the country, to others in their communities who, they feel, are not entirely obedient to the country’s Honor Code, however small the misdemeanor.
I believe the book should be published because the world needs a book like this, and I’m happy to provide it for them.
Primarily, I feel that Slow Burn would appeal to a young adult audience. However, I believe that those with an interest in dystopian fiction would also find enjoyment in the book.
The book is based loosely on my own experiences growing up as a member of the Mormon church. I’ve based Hemla’s leadership on the church’s hierarchy and its citizens on, what I perceived was the strict, shame-based Mormon culture enforced by the average members through relentless gossip and inspection. The Mormon church is well known for having a happy and inviting front and I wanted the societies in Hemla to, on the surface, be portrayed as happy and unified in their beliefs and lifestyle, even though they are severely oppressed and micro-managed.
Having read several books on the North Korean regime, I learned how there is a culture of citizens spying on each other and will report the smallest of indiscretions to the relevant authorities. I wanted to incorporate this culture of fear and mistrust within the societies I’ve created in Hemla and by doing so, show how the happy and unified front is purely a façade, since none of the characters within the book are fully able to trust anyone else.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The leadership in Slow Burn works through secrecy, intimidation and gaslighting. Criticism of the leadership is forbidden (much like the Mormon church) and conspiracy theories are spread by the leadership throughout society to ensure the citizens fall in line with their statutes. This will become apparent to Madox the longer his mandatory service for the state continues.
I think the highest profile young adult/dystopian novel is currently The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins which spawned two sequels. Other similar titles include The Maze Runner series by James Dashner and The 5th Wave trilogy by Rick Yancey. These young adult novels’ main characters are very much aware of the world they find themselves in and of the dangers these world’s pose to them. However, in my novel, we will follow Madox, who is deeply brainwashed into thinking the world in which he lives is an ideal society, to his discovery that this is not the case and the fallout and effect that such discoveries can have on a human psyche. In some respects, due to the religious nature of the ruling power of Hemla, I think the book could be comparable to The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood. The difference being that the leaders in Slow Burn have disregarded The Bible, claiming it has been corrupted by the outside world and have therefore, built a whole new set of guidelines and codes to govern society through a patriarchal system that communicates directly with God. 
The average novel consists of 60,000 – 80,000 words, so I expect my novel to fall into that category.
I will not be including any illustrations in the novel. It’s rare to find young adult and dystopian novels with any sort of illustration incorporated, other than that found on the book’s cover, and I intend to continue in that vain. I feel that the narrative will be sufficient to spark the reader’s interest and imagination. I think any graphics would minimize the reader’s experience.
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