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[bookmark: _Int_lytsMlIY]Since the reform of the Welsh curriculum in September 2022, schools have been particularly attentive to how they communicate and engage with the community as part of best practice. There is a particular document (“Community focused schools”) - (Welsh Government, 2022) Which advises how schools can engage with the families, the local community, and different multi-agencies to support the learners and benefit the wider community. A school works its hardest to help a child develop holistically, however, the pupil's education does not stop at the school. It is believed that families have a massive influence on a child’s engagement and success in school - This can be backed up by a statement from Huw Lewis AM who is the former education minister for Wales. Huw Lewis Said (“Families exert a powerful influence on how children get on at school. Schools that are both ambitious and successful recognise that to raise standards and improve learner well-being they need to engage effectively with parents, carers, and the wider community”) - (Huw Lewis, 2016) However, there is a lot of research into social justice, and how that may affect a child’s progression through school. Social justice in education means that every child has an equal opportunity to grow in an educational environment, without the prejudice of their background being a factor in attainment. Social justice is a way for schools to close the attainment gap between lower-level pupils and high-level pupils by giving each child equal opportunities. This can be done via mixed-ability groups. Instead of separating the children by ability, mixing them allows those with a certain weakness to work with those who may have that certain skill as a strength. 
 Throughout this document, we will be looking at School X, which is in Bridgend, South Wales. According to School X’s website, it is (“located in the centre of a relatively young but large housing estate of mainly private housing just outside the town of Bridgend.  The entire estate has a small collection of shops just outside the school and beyond that, has limited community provision, such as a community hall or health services in the area”) - (School X Website, Date Unknown), The school itself is isolated in a housing estate, however, the children that attend the school come from a wide catchment area, so although the surrounding area in the private housing state is in a higher socio-economic level the local authority has a 16-64 employment rate of , (“70.5%”) this is lower than the national average in Wales of (“73.6%”) - (Office of national statistics,2023 ) this can affect the level of poverty within the school through its wide catchment area. Along with free school meals, the school budget per pupil is (“£3683”) which is £400 below the local authority average and in line with the lower per pupil budget, teacher to pupil ratio is 26.2 which again is higher than the local authority average of (“21.9”). Therefore, the class sizes are going to much bigger; it will take longer to get through assessments and different subjects. As of 2023, it has (“489 pupils”) ranging from Nursery age up to Year 6, of those 489 pupils (“8.4%”) of children are eligible for free school meals, this is around 41 students in the school eligible for Free School Meals, further on through this document we will go into more depth regarding FSM. (“Most pupils speak English at home, and very few are learning English as an additional language. No pupils speak Welsh at home, and most are from a white British background.”) - (Estyn,2018, page 1) 
[bookmark: _Int_OvmJf0VF]During its inspection, Estyn described School X as in a housing estate (“which contains a mixture of privately owned and housing association residences. The local population comprises young families which are mobile”) - (Estyn, 2011, Page 3) although the catchment area for pupils extends outside of the housing estate. This housing estate is mostly made up of young families of working class. However, as I mentioned earlier, the rate of employment in Bridgend was at (“70.5% as of June 2023”). This is a whole 3,5% lower than June 2022 when employment for the local authority was at (“74%”) - (Office for National Statistics, Updated 2023. This is reflected in the percentage of FSM. This is the highest percentage of FSM the school has seen in the last 6 years of reporting at 8.4% - (My Local School, Updated 2023)  according to the (“children’s commissioner for Wales, ‘Rocio Cifuentes MBE said: “Poverty is the biggest issue affecting children in Wales, and tackling it effectively is the Welsh Government’s biggest task.”)- ’(Children’s commissioner for Wales,2023) Often free school meals are used an indicator of poverty in a community. According to NRPF (“A child will qualify for free school meals when their family receives certain benefits or asylum support, or when the child's family has no recourse to public funds, and they meet an income threshold. A child will be entitled to free school meals when their parent (or the child) is receiving one of the following benefits: Income support, Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance, Income-related, Employment and Support Allowance, The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit, Child Tax Credit (where the family has an annual income of no more than £16,190 and the parent is not entitled to Working Tax Credit), Working Tax Credit four-week run-on (paid when this benefit stops), Universal Credit (where the family's household income must be less than £7,400 after tax and not including any benefits”). - (NRPF, Update 2023). Free school meals are the government's response relating to Article 24 of the UNCRC children's right (“Every child has the right to the best possible health. Governments must provide good quality health care, clean water, nutritious food, a clean environment and education on health and well-being so that children can stay healthy”) - (UNCRC (1989) - Free school meals could also be seen as an example of social justice. Allowing every child an equal opportunity to a warm meal at lunch. However, the Welsh government are slowly rolling out free school meals to all children rather than just to those eligible as a response to the growing economic climate and a hand to parents who are struggling through the cost-of-living crisis, The school also works with its local community in terms of poverty, allowing the children to be involved in giving back to the community. School X holds a foodbank with donations from families of pupils. The items of food like soups and tinned food are collected weekly by the school and given to the Bridgend foodbank who will distribute it to those who need it most in the local community. 
Engagement with school is vital for children's attainment, there is lots of research into how a home background can affect engagement, for example, (“Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory (1979) highlighted how important the parent–teacher relationship is, and how this has a direct impact on the child at home and in school“) - (Ammal Gillani, 2022) The school offers support to pupils and families before they even start school, with open play days, meetings and home visits to gain a bond of trust with the families, its believed the earlier the intervention the higher the likelihood of positive engagement from the family to the school and in turn the pupil's level of engagement also. However, although the school is in an area of a higher socio-economic background, something that School X has reported a struggle with is parent engagement.  The school offers parents' evenings, open book days and concerts at Christmas, harvest and easter, to allow families into the school and be a part of
their child’s education journey. Unfortunately, lots of the parents/guardians are unable to attend these events 

Due to the normal working hours of 09:00-17:00 and other work commitments. School X have found a more flexible way of allowing those families who work to attend these sessions, on open book days and parent’s evenings they have evening sessions and virtual sessions. This means parents who would not usually be able to engage in these events can. And concerts happen multiple times a day. As well as engaging with the families during school hours, the school makes an extra effort in engaging with parents outside of school hours. One thing that the school offers is wrap around care. The Welsh government has recently introduced funding to allow schools to start a free breakfast club, this allows families who work earlier mornings an opportunity to childcare as well as knowing their child is going be safe and will start the day right with breakfast. Breakfast club is also great for families who cannot afford breakfast or heating in the morning, knowing their child is safe, warm, and fed is a way for the school to gain the trust of the families. Showing the families that they are supported by the school out of hours. As well as being a parent there is ways for families to get involved and give an opinion. School X talked about their success in the parent council. The council airs opinions and ideas and donates and fundraises for the school's PFA fund to allow the children more equipment and resources that would not necessarily be in the budget. School X shared with us the positive opinions of parents and families and how they felt there was plenty of opportunities to allow them to speak freely about any opinions they have. The PFA are also in charge of out-of-hours events which occur on the school's playing fields during summertime. 

The school's location is only a small trip away from the main motorway which links South Wales. So, there is plenty of transport links to allow the children to participate in school trips. School X has an excellent music programme, with an infant and junior choir. The infant choir have recently taken a trip to the Senedd to sing, a great chance for the younger children to learn about the home of Welsh politics, and a wonderful opportunity to see the capital of Wales. This trip was partially funded via the PFA fundraising. The junior choir took a once-in-a-lifetime trip to Paris to sing in Disneyland. Completing trips like this shows children that there is so much more to the world than just the area they live in, this trip was fundraiser via the summer fate event again organised by friends of the school.  The school has outside areas which are a fantastic opportunity to get external resources such as forest schools in. Forest schools work on a child’s cognitive, and social development. Looking at an alternative side to education, rather than just classrooms. It encourages risky play but also shows children how to safely be outside and life skills such as den building and fire building as well as team building events. The location and facilities in the school allow for the children to take part in extracurricular activities. School X works in partnership with Wales Netball and Bridgend rugby club, making pathways between the school and getting children involved into sport. The school is based at the heart of the community. And with provisions such as fields and halls in short use, the school allows the community and public to use its fields. This is a terrific way for the school to create a good bond between its community and itself.

In conclusion, from the time spent at School X, I have learnt that gaining a bond with the community around the school can open so many doors for innovating your style of teaching. Utilising the school facilities and engaging with outside companies can offer children a fantastic pathway to an unconventional idea of education and a wonderful way to develop a child holistically. Using companies such as well as innovation, professional learning is a key principle to a child’s holistic development. Understanding that school does not start and end on the school grounds, a child’s education also develops at home and home life can influence how they engage within the school. When I start practising as a teacher, I want to engage with outside school life as much as possible, extracurricular activity has been a key part of my education. And implementing that in the style of my teaching would be extremely important and in line with the pedagogy -, allowing me to secure the best possible education and outcomes for the children, whilst also learning skills myself. Finally, social justice will be imperative in my school environment, allowing every child an opportunity to better themselves is key to engagement. But most of all I want my pupils to look forward to coming to my class. I feel the targets I have set myself above and what I have seen at school X will enable me to do that.
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