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( History of Education

All children up to the age of 13 were
provided with education. Before this
only children living in middle class,
prosperous families were benefitting
from education.

Introduction of the first Education Act
also known as the Butler Act. This Act

made radical changes to both England 4

and Wales.

The Reformed Education Act of 1988
was seen as the most important
education legislation since 1944. The
Act introduced the National Curriculum,
a curriculum which was created to
boost the social and economic demands
of society.

The United Nations Convention of the
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is the most
widely ratified human rights treaty in
the world. All UN members except for
the United States have ratified the
convention. The convention came into
force in the UK in 1992. This treaty has
significantly influenced our eductaion
system, removing barriers and creating

opportunities for all children to excel.
(Unison).

(The Hidden Curriculum refers to the

unwritten, unarticulated, unofficial rules which

are unintentionally taught through school.
Phillip W Jackson (1968) was one of the original
theorists who explored the Hidden Curriculum.

Jackson was an influential leader in the field of
education. He became profoundly concerned
about the responsibility school’s hold on securing

child development and success.

‘He believed in creating school experiences that
provide children access to wonderful lives’

Jackson’s work greatly deepened our

understanding on how norms and values
\pPlay a vital aspect of teaching and learning. ,

(Abowd, 2015).

setf-
actualization
moralicy, creativity,
spontaneity, acceptance,
EXpErience purpose,

meaning and inner potential

self-esteem

confidence. achievement, respect of others;
the need to be a unique individual

love and belonging
friendship, family, ntimacy, sense of connection

safety and security

health, employment, property, family and social stabilicy \

physiological needs

breathing. food, water. shelter. clothing. sieep

Functionalists
‘The functionalist perspective view society
as a system where interconnected parts
function in relation to an intergrated whole.
Functionalism depends on the idea that
social systems are significantly determined

by fundamental human need’
(Bartlett & Burton, 2012, p.15).

Emile Durkheim (1858-1917) a Functionalist
Soclologist suggested the Hidden Curriculum
instills a sense of social solidarity between
groups of individuals and therefore ‘school is
the only institution capable of preparing
children for membership in wider societ

(Thompson. 2017).
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(Marxists

Marzxists believed that the Hidden

Curriculum is engrained in our educational

system to serve our political system and
enhance law and order and subsequently
creates inequalities within our educational

system and wider society.
According to Bowles and Gintis (1976)

‘It helps to produce a subservient workforce

of critical, passive and docile workers’

(Thompson, 2017).

Their Correspondence Principle suggests

the norms and values which are taught

unexplicitly through education will make
it simple for future employers to exploit
\Qur students. It enhances capitalism.

Advantages

Disadvantages

* Provides the core values and

skills for life-long learning

* Helps maintain law and

order, enhances the political
system and supports the
education system

» The Hidden Curriculum

positively impacts pupil
behaviour by teaching them
how to respect and obey
hierachy

* Segregates students in
categories

= Lack of consistency in the
eductaion system. Teachers
are not directly taught how
to imbed these lessons into
the curriculum. This often
leads to confusion and poor
behaviour

* Demonstrates a passive
approach to learning which
hinders individuality and
prevents divergent thinking




