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1250 - Describe and analyse, with evidence from the text, one or two strategies which Cicero uses in the portrayal of Clodia in Cicero’s Pro Caelio. Then, from the point of view of a prosecutor, outline what arguments you would use as counters
Throughout this essay, I will be discussing the strategies that Cicero uses to portray Clodia in his text Pro Caelio as opposed to his portrayal of Caelius whom he was defending in this speech.
One of the portrayals that Cicero uses in his Pro Caelio as a point against Clodia is that he mainly paints her in a bad light when compared to Caelius himself. The light that Cicero paints Clodia in is that of the many other women who were written in myth and who were seen as men-killers such as Medea and Clytemnestra. One writer, Harold C Gotoff, describes the way Cicero speaks about Clodia as calling her a “nymphomaniacal woman”[footnoteRef:1], and mainly focuses on how Clodia as a woman is presented to the audience through Cicero’s portrayal and writing. In addition, there are only two charges which are connected to Clodia as a whole, the gold and the poison at the bathhouse, which is one of the main charges that Cicero discusses. In comparing Clodia to both Medea and Clytemnestra, Cicero has drawn up Clodia’s image as a woman and a person to a degree of immediately making her seem evil and having committed the crime when that may not be true. As a second point, Cicero’s strategy of making Clodia out to be a so-called “evil” woman is to add in name-calling, and proceed to call Clodia a prostitute and a “bad woman” who does not align with household values of the time. As an addition to this, another way in which Cicero writes Clodia to be a bad woman is to say that she gave Caelius the gold whilst knowing what he was going to use it for, and not the original intention. Scholars such as Marilyn B. Skinner say that Clodia was frequently written as an elegant woman, having wit and having an appreciation for literature.[footnoteRef:2] This can be compared to Cicero’s vision of the degenerate but refined aristocrat who seemingly knew what she was doing against Caelius and was plotting against him. Caelius is written in such a way that makes him out to be the innocent victim of Clodia’s misdeeds and therefore the singular victim of her crimes alone, making her seem to be the sole perpetrator of the crimes. Cicero’s writing of Clodia is harsh against Clodia, saying that she was trying to “cover something up” with all of her stories, and that her story would not have been believed if not told here in this speech before a jury, as Clodia was made out by Cicero to be a much worse woman than she really was. [1:  Gotoff, Harold C; Cicero’s Analysis of the Prosecution Speeches in the Pro Caelio: An Exercise in Practical Criticism, pp 122-132, April 1986]  [2:  Skinner, Marilyn B. “Clodia Metelli.” Transactions of the American Philological Association (1974-) 113 (1983): 273–87. https://doi.org/10.2307/284015.] 

In defence of Clodia, she was not seen as a dreadful woman by others and was able to have good qualities of the household, despite what was seen of her at face value by Caelius. For example, Clodia would not have known what Caelius was going to do with the gold that she gave him, and clearly trusted him to use it wisely. Clodia thought that Caelius was going to use that gold that she gave him on games, but he instead decided to use it on bribery and to therefore be involved in the murder of Dio Alexandria using the gold that was given based on trust. In addition, why does Caelius seem adamant on putting all of the blame which should be on him onto Clodia when Caelius himself has done a lot worse than Clodia. He has been involved in more scandals and bribery than Clodia, but still seems to paint her as a mistrustful woman and resorts to calling her a prostitute as his main argument. This could be an attempt by Cicero to undermine Clodia’s femininity and her womanhood in order to, again, paint Clodia in the light of such women as Medea and Clytemnestra who have killed men and gained power from such acts. Why compare Clodia to women that she is better than and make her seem worse off for doing what she thought was right? Additionally, Caelius is written to be the innocent victim even thought he has also had “flings” with many other women, which is similar to what Clodia had been doing before she was accused. Clodia’s attitude is called into question multiple times throughout the speech and called “vengefulness” and made to seem as if Clodia was angry with Caelius for simply being a man. Clodia’s attitude is again called into question when Cicero mentions that she could go to the river Tiber and pick up a man there any day, hinting that she was not a loyal woman to her household and that this was the main reason behind her committing these crimes. Again, Cicero calls Caelius’ way of life criticisms “baseless” and that he should be living how he desires, but when it comes to Clodia he says that she should live by her household only, calling her a “Medea” yet again. Cicero says near the beginning of the speech that the “real reason” for this speech is a certain woman, Clodia, and says that Caelius has not committed a crime that the court should worry about. This could be a tactic by Cicero to subtly pin the blame over onto Clodia and therefore make her seem more guilty by association simply by being in the courtroom to defend her honour against Caelius. In addition, Cicero says that Caelius was once his pupil and that he should not be held to such high blame for his behaviour, again taking his crimes and making it out that he is the innocent victim in this case as a whole.
In conclusion and summary, the way in which Cicero uses his arguments to defend Caelius and turn them against Clodia are to present Caelius as the victim of the entire situation and put up the argument that Clodia was the one behind all of the crimes that Caelius himself committed. Cicero does this by slowly turning the jury and readers against Clodia by painting her as just another woman, and comparing her to Clytemnestra and Medea who are famously written as being wronged by men and therefore taking their revenge against the person who made them out to be that way through any means necessary. Secondly, Cicero uses his status as Caelius’ mentor in order to shield Caelius from the arguments against him and his actions against Clodia. Clodia is written through Cicero’s eyes as being the one to orchestrate the poison and the gold herself, although she clearly did not know what it would be used for and therefore was used by somebody that she trusted herself. Lastly, Cicero’s main arguments against Clodia are all to do with her as a woman and her womanhood as a whole, as he calls her a prostitute and makes points about her being able to have flings with men when Caelius has done worse crimes knowingly.
