Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning.’

I have chosen to plan a visit around the beach, incorporating the Second World War and how Swansea were under attacks, but also defended itself using Swansea Beach. The trip will be taking place at 1940s Swansea Bay and then moving onto Swansea Beach later on in the day to experience the war first hand for all the children to develop their knowledge of the Second World War. I will also be supporting the fact that educational visits really aid and enhance learning by giving children new experiences and new environments for learning. I will also be writing about how Graham Donaldson’s, ‘Successful Futures’ links into going on educational visits and how his four core purposes for a child to become link into educational visits. As well as I will be providing an appendix book with different conversations I’ve had whilst planning the trip and different lesson plans prior to and post visit. As well as this, I will include a risk assessment form in order to ensure maximum safety for children in my class.


The Glossary of Education Reform state that the term ‘learning environment’,
“refers to the diverse physical locations, contexts, and cultures in which students learn.”
The Glossary of Education Reform

Which implies that a learning environment isn’t just the environment around the school or the class, the learning environment refers to the unique features to your class of children, and the diverse features of the school itself. They also go onto say that a learning environment is also,
“the ways in which teachers may organize an educational setting to facilitate learning”
The Glossary of Education Reform

Which suggests that the term, ‘learning environment’ is also about how the teacher makes the lesson work and sets the lesson up. Therefore, as a teacher, setting up a comfortable learning environment will be about adapting lessons to the different abilities and cultures in the class. Also choosing places that are suitable to teach a lesson, as well as completing a health and safety check of the lesson a teacher would want to teach. Helen Tovey in her book, ‘Playing Outdoors’ specifically talks about the learning environment of being outside. Tovey (2007, p.13) says that, “Outdoor space can literally ‘free up’ the body and the mind.” Which shows that giving children new environments and surroundings in order to try and help their development will help, not only their development of learning but also give freeness in their body and mind. As well as this, being outside for a child will give them a sense of independence, despite teachers knowing that they are in a controlled and safe environment. However, using the outdoor environment to learn can be difficult to ensure that it is a safe environment. In ‘Learning Outside the Classroom’ it says that, “Teachers need to employ measures that mitigate the influence of events over which they have little or no control.” Which emphasises the point that despite the benefits of giving children new experiences of learning, it will still be a difficult task to ensure full safety when having little control on where children can explore. The book does go on to say, however that teachers only need to develop key skills of thinking about environmental, human and external factors (Beames. S, Higgins. P, Nicol. R, Learning Outside the Classroom). In the book, ‘Exploring Outdoor Play in the Early Years’ it says that it, 
“could be argued that the environment is the ‘first teacher’ because its influence, working at an evolutionary and subconscious level, is profound and both immediate and long-lasting.”
Exploring Outdoor Play in the Early Years, p.30

Which implies that using the outside environment is vital to begin with from an early age because it will always be there and using he environment can a first teacher, for example when showing children different seasons or different times of day.


The main purposes of an educational visit are for children to be able to experience learning in a new and unique environment. This supported by the National Justice Museum who say that, 
“School trips provide unique opportunities for kinaesthetic learning i.e. ‘learning by doing’ and encourage students to engage with people, places and buildings in new ways.”
National Justice Museum

The fact that educational visits provide a unique experience is also supported by Felsted School’s, ‘Educational Visit Policy’, where they say that, “Educational Visits are an integral part of the co-curriculum and provide some of the most profound learning experiences for our pupils.” Which continues to provide evidence that the purpose of an educational visit is for pupils to have new experiences. Another purpose for an educational visit is that they, “allow(s) students to develop close bonds with teachers and classmates.” (Renok Adventure) Which is vital because part of being in school is to make friends that will be with you for life. Therefore, having a benefit for an educational visit that pupils make bonds with each other is a huge perk. As well as creating bonds between pupils, Renok Adventure also claim that educational visits build bonds between pupil and teacher. This is important because as a teacher, building bonds with pupils helps build respect for each other which will transfer into the classroom and therefore behaviour will improve and also teacher expectation will develop further.


For my school trip, I have chosen to go to, ‘1940s Swansea Bay’ I have chosen this because it is simple to get to from the M4, as well as it being very near to, ‘Swansea Beach’ which will be the second part of the trip (See Appendix 1). I have also chosen ‘1940s Swansea Bay’ because they focus on World War Two (WWII) and I have chosen that topic for prior learning. ‘1940s Swansea Bay’ provide opportunities for children to step into what life was like for people in Swansea in WWII. Giving children the chance to dress up as people from the war and learn about things like rationing and how Swansea was affected by the war (See Appendix 2). On the ‘1940s Swansea Bay’ website it says, 
“Standard package 1030am - 1.30pm includes lessons on Rationing, Evacuees and The Blitz can be tailored to your needs. Guided tour of our indoor 1940s Street with an Air Raid Warden. Dressing up area with modern day gas masks. 1939 to 1945 newsreel timeline.”
1940s Swansea Bay

Therefore, the day will be planned as going to the museum from 10:30am-1:30pm and then going to the beach for activities in the afternoon from 2pm-3pm. Going to 1940s Swansea Bay is also good because it does lessons on different certain areas of the war effort. For our visit I will ask them to mainly focus on the Blitz and ask them to focus on specifically Swansea. This will meet the, ‘Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig’ where it says that, 
“History is seen as contributing to the Cwricwlwm Cymreig by making local and Welsh history a focus of the study and helping learners to understand the factors that have shaped Wales and other countries today. “
Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig

This is why I would like to go to 1940s Swansea Bay because it focuses on the war effort and where they say, “can be tailored to your needs” means that we can link different things they teach like the blitz and rationing to Wales and more specifically Swansea.


1940s Swansea Bay say they provide a newsreel timeline during the visit which meets the History National Curriculum of, “use timelines to sequence events.” This shows the importance in the activities that we will be completing whilst at 1940s Swansea Bay. As well as this the National Curriculum for History also says, “identify differences between ways of life at different times.” Again, this emphasises the significance about the educational visit and the specific activities that they talk about on their website (1940s Swansea Bay). As well as the skills section of the curriculum, it is also said, “the differences in people’s daily lives in two contrasting periods of the twentieth century” in the range section. This links to teaching about the Second World War as it occurred during the twentieth century. 


The school is called Grandview Primary School and is based in Carmarthen. This specific educational visit is to be for pupils in Year 6. This is because this is specifically for their curriculum and the reality of the visit wouldn’t be suitable for children who are Year 4 or below. The trip will be for a class of 27 children. The Year 6 class that is going on the trip includes six children with additional learning needs and one child with autism. The trip is designed so that all children will be involved. 1940s Swansea Bay has areas for dressing up and acting as different people and characters from the Second World War. This will be important for the children who get easily distracted or are more hands-on learners. The theme for the educational visit is to continue developing knowledge and understanding on World War Two. The specific area I would like the children to learn about is the Swansea Blitz that went off and what happened in Swansea as a result of them.


Graham Donaldson (2015) says in his four core purposes that children should be, “enterprising, creative contributors” as well as being, “healthy, confident individuals” (Senedd Research). 1940s Swansea Bay is a perfect opportunity for children to develop these specific areas of Donaldson’s Successful Futures, this is because they provide an excellent opportunity for children to enter the world of what life was like for people living in Swansea in the Second World War. As well as this, going out of school into new environments to learn will also provide children with opportunities to develop their confidence by speaking to new people and communicating with the employees who work at 1940s Swansea Bay. Despite these two core purposes being important and being developed on this trip. The main core purpose I want to help develop during his school trip is for the pupils to be, “Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world.” Being ethically informed about local history is very important, as emphasised by Graham Donaldson and therefore by doing this trip, the children are constantly learning about the local history of Swansea. It says on the 1940s Swansea Bay website,
“1940s Swansea Bay tells the story of the impact of the bombing raids on the area, and how the local people managed to cope with the devastation.”
1940s Swansea Bay

Which furthers the suggestion of importance of learning about local history and how much the people running the trip care about local history. By then going to a nearby beach in Swansea to do activities there before heading back to school, the children are having a sense of freedom, but also seeing wonder in places that are so close to them. For some children, it might be the first time they have been to a beach and therefore it is important to give every child the same opportunities.


Prior to the visit, the lessons will be focusing on different things about WWII. Specifically, these lessons will be focusing on the bombs that hit Swansea during the war, showing the effects on Swansea. There will be lessons on rationing as well as this and learning about how people started to grow their own crops, this will be specifically learning about the ‘Dig for Victory’ poster (See Appendix 3). This is the context around the class for this educational visit and this explains why the trip will be important, because teaching in school doesn’t give the same experiences as going out into a place dedicated to showing as realistically as possible what the war effort was like. As well as this I will release a risk assessment form and consent form for parents to fill out to ensure that every child is allowed to come, but also to ensure we have maximum safety during the trip (See Appendix 4 & 5). I will also email two transport companies to find the best price for the trip. I will also ensure I have enough staff from the school to help look after the number of children going. With a class of 27 children going on the trip, I will need at least four adults in order to look after the children. This is judging from the NSPCC, ‘Recommended adult to child ratios’ where it says that for 9-12 year olds you should have one adult for every eight children. The other thing to remember is the amount of ALN children in the class, as well as the autistic child in the class. This autistic child would need a one to one adult to ensure they are being well looked after, therefore I would ask for an additional two adults to help with the trip in order for the children to be as safe as possible. This is important to be planned before the trip. After ringing the museum, I have learned that they have a portable ramp in order for children with disabilities to be able to access the building, as well as widened doors for the toilets and one disabled toilet. There is also parking space for two coaches and one minibus on the facility.


We will aim to first get to 1940s Swansea Bay at 10:30am and we will be leaving at 1:30pm. Children will be asked to bring packed lunch with them. During our time at the museum, we will be taking part in many different activities. The day includes, a lesson on rationing and then lead on to life in an Anderson Shelter during the air raids. This part is a time where they make the air raid as realistic as possible to give the children a real understanding of what life was like during an air raid. The next part of the day will be dressing up in 1940s style clothes, being noted that we are welcome to take photographs for school use. The next section of the day going into a 1940s indoor street scene, where groups will be given a guided tour around by a character from the Second World War. During lunch then, the children are to complete a quiz with the answers being provided from around the street. Then the day ends with the children learning about the Three Night Blitz of Swansea (See Appendix 6). After going to the museum, we will take a short bus journey to Swansea Beach, where we will play different activities to do with the war. The first will be a game where there will be a five by five square marked out. There will be on route to get to the other side, if you step on a wrong tile, that will be like a bomb and the next person will try to work out the route. This is a good way to build bonds with friends and to gain communication skills, as well as trying to concentrate on remembering what the route was from the last person who went. This activity links to Bunker and Thorpe’s ‘Teaching games through understanding’ where they say that children should appreciate an activity, then talk tactics, then make decisions considering the performance already put in and modify their tactics if needed. The task following on from this will then be for the children to make their own with their own cones. Before leaving the beach, we will play different war time games with the children so they know what children did before technology was introduced, the games will include hopscotch and playing with skipping ropes. The final activity will be to walk to a certain part of the beach where there is a black pill pillbox, which was built at the start of the Second World War and was used as part of the defence of Swansea beach, which has holes on the side of in order to shoot machine guns (Explore Gower). This is the only survivor on the beach of proof of the defence of Swansea. We will be at the beach from 2pm-3pm, and will aim to be back at school by 3:30pm. 


After the educational visit has taken place, the lessons will be a rebound off what they have learned at the museum. The children will have more understanding and knowledge of the Second World War and therefore the lessons will be in more detail and more in-depth. The first lesson back from the visit will have the children being creative with iPads. I will use the pictures taken from the trip with the children dressed up and ask the children to think about what their character would say. For example, if a child is dressed as an Air Raid Warden we can use the picture, edit it with an app called, ‘Morfo’ so that it looks like they are speaking and have the child say, “Get to cover!” The app will then have that specific child’s character speaking. This will be good way for the children improving their digital competency, as well as developing their understanding of the Second World War and what different characters will be thinking and saying during that time.


Overall, I think that 1940s Swansea Bay will be an excellent place to visit in order for children to develop their understanding of World War Two. As well as this, they really focus on local history, which is vital for children to learn about from a young age so that they begin to feel proud of where they come from and gain pride for their country. I think that focusing on the beach for World War Two works well because the Swansea is on the border and therefore were attacked via beaches, and Swansea Beach still has an old building that was solely built for defending their country, which should help develop the childrens’ pride for Wales, especially seeing it and being able to touch it and peek inside it. After speaking to the museum, I also feel happy with my choice of destination for the educational visit because they say that they can slightly change the way they teach to aid learning from the classroom, so having their professionalism on local history, they would be able to teach specifically about Swansea Beach and what happened there between 1939 and 1945. 
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