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	NAME: Matt Niles

	STUDENT ID No.: 2222743

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Police use of force: An Analysis of tactics, Escalation, and public perception in the UK.

INTRODUCTION:
The topic of police use of force, that includes everything from minimal physical contact like hands on to deadly force, is important so we can appreciate how authorities may simultaneously uphold and undermine the public confidence.

I believe that the topic is highly relevant and feasible as it combines analysis with current, real-world issues. Use of force is still a contentious issue that affects communities all over the world and raises concerns about how we can strike a balance between the safety of the public and the accountability of the authorities. 

The recent shooting of Chris Kaba, an unarmed man, by a firearms officer in the Metropolitan police underscores the importance of examining the police use of force. Kaba’s death has sparked debate over the justification of lethal force insituations involving unarmed individuals, raising loads of questions regarding racial bias, decision-making protocols, and accountability. The case definitely illustrates the need for understanding the use of force practices, policy limitations and the impact on the community.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· To examine the factors influencing police decisions in the escalation of force. – From verbal commands to use of firearms.
· To analyse the public perception and the impact on the community of various levels of force used by the police. – By researching recent case studies, such as the Chris Kaba shooting.
· To assess the current policies and training on use of force in the police service and evaluate their effectiveness in guiding decision-making and minimizing the harm suffered.




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

Advancing police use of force research and practice: urgent issues and prospects by Alpert, G. and Understanding Police use of Force: Officers, Suspects, and Reciprocity will both provide foundational insights into the factors that influence police decisions on force and its sociological implications.

There are a number of articles and studies that will help me lay the groundwork for my research by offering established theories, key frameworks and analyses which are essential for understanding the decision-making process, societal impacts and current training limitations in the use of force policing. 

I have quoted 2 above that I have already read, however I am unsure how many should I include here.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will survey colleagues and other members of the organisation I currently work for. 
I will use our intranet page to promote the survey.
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will seek the perspectives from officers with different ranks, ranging from frontline officers to senior leadership. The frontline officers will provide first-hand insights on decision-making in real situations, supervisors offer perspective on policy compliance and training effectiveness, and senior leaders will have views on strategic views and force policy application.

A survey will ensure a broad, anonymous input across ranks, encouraging honest feedback on the topic. This method will capture data that will help identify patterns, training gaps or varying opinions on use of force across different ranking levels.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
Given the sensitive nature of opinions on use of force, ill ensure all responses to the survey are anonymous and data is stored securely to maintain confidentiality.  

	TIME SCALE:
I will look to complete each stage of the dissertation by the assigned deadline.
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