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How do we remember? Using at least three examples, discuss the social, political and historical aspects of commemoration.
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[image: ][image: ]According to Dictionary.com (2017). The act of commemorating may be a service or celebration that is in memory of an individual or event. By commemorating, we are remembering past events or an individual regardless of what way we do so. Figure 1,Eagle Slayer 1851


 Within Sculpture Victorious, Droth et al., n.d summarised that on the 14th of March 2017 marks 122 years since the death of John Bell of who was an artist. The sculpture is the first British full length sculpture to be cast in a material which is usually only reserved for industrial use. 

Droth et al., n.d also went on to explain how it was known that Queen Victoria provided sittings to mark the jubilees demonstrated by Joseph Edgar Boehm, of which she also approved his work. His statues were of good quality and promised a likeness. The unveiling of such statues were also considered very important whereby there were warrant royal visits. Within Sculpture Victorious, Droth et al., n.d explained that the statue exhibits Queen Victoria’s presence and stood there as an empress whom has never stepped foot in that certain country. Photographs of the Queen were also given out in a great number which promoted the reign. By remembering this certain event it is interesting to consider that this statue provided two functions. The first function being that it served as a demonstration of loyalty and also gratitude and the second function acted as a continuous reminder of those specific feelings. The Queen Victoria statue also ensured that civilians may consistently look upon it within their daily lives. Droth et al., n.d also gave an explanation on how the Jubilee is accepted on a wide scale and how having a statue in a country represents and demonstrates not only a cities remembrance but also their serious commitment as a city. The statues were often considered as especially fitting for commemoration.

But, in spite of that; a trail of newspaper reports point out that there was a remarkable disagreement between a minor group of parliamentary officials and local residents between what would be the best option for the cities Jubilee memorial. The initial proposal was for a statue by previously mentioned artist, Boehm. However, that option wasn’t favoured by Guernsey’s parliament. Guernsey’s parliament was in favour of a painted portrait of Queen Victoria. Regardless of that, in November 1886, the plan for the full length portrait of which was to be painted by John Everett Mills was rejected by the local residents as they expressed objections to raising £2,000 for a piece of art that in their opinion was to only be put to one side and not put on display. Nonetheless, the parliament officials refrained from the publics opinions and discarded the statue in favour of the painting. This argument between the officials and the public displays that statues that were marked for commemoration were favoured by communities. 
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Figure 2 poppy

Statues can be one way how we remember a person who have passed away or a past event but another way could be wearing a poppy on Remembrance Day. Some states like the UK, Australia and also Canada, commemorate this tradition of Remembrance Day on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. With that being said, other states observe it but on a different date. For example, in South Africa, Remembrance Day is places upon the Sunday that falls nearest to the 11th of November. The British legion states, (2017) ‘Remembrance is part of modern British life, culture and heritage. It becomes a particular feature of the public calendar each year when public, private, formal and informal Remembrance events take place throughout the UK. Britishlegion.org.uk, (2017) provides information on the story of the poppy.  In 1915, a doctor from Canada, lost a friend in Ypres. Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae found formidable inspiration from the sight of poppies which grew in the battle fields whom wrote a very famous poem which only took 20 minutes to write, which is called ‘In Flanders Fields’. After the first world War, the poppy was then adopted as a symbol of Remembrance.  The history of the poppy stemmed from McCrae’s poem which inspired Moina Michael, who made and also wore red silk poppies which in turn were then brought to England by a woman from France called Anna Guerin. This then led on to the British Legion which was established in 1921, they ordered 9 millions of these poppies and then sold them on the 11th of November, the same year and sold out immediately. That year was the first poppy appeal and it raised a notably large amount of money, £106,000. Which was considered a substantial amount at that period of time which was then used to help the veterans from world war one regarding employment and housing issues. 
    
In 1921, the year after, Major George Howson started an organisation which is a Poppy factory which employed ex-servicemen of which were disabled. At the present day, the factory in Aylesford produces millions of poppies each year. In Scotland there are over 5 million poppies of which have four petals and no leaf dissimilar to the rest of the UK. The Scottish poppies are still hand made by disabled ex-servicemen as mentioned previously. They’re hand made at Lady Haig’s Poppy Factory every year. Britishlegion.org.uk, (2017) also states what the Poppy actually symbolises. It is a symbol of remembrance and hope, the poppy is worn by a great mass of people and the poppy is the colour red as that is the natural colour of the poppies within the field. The source also explains what the poppy doesn’t symbolise, it is not a sign of death or a sign of support for war. The British legion also explains how by wearing a poppy is an individual’s personal choice and reflects their memories that are personal to them.  

In contrast to what has been previously mentioned, there is a memorial playground which is in commemoration to Princess of Wales, Diana. The children’s wonderland opened on the 30th June 2000, it is located next to Kensington Palace. It has been explained that the playground is an appropriate tribute as the Princess loved the innocence of childhood. The design of the playground has been cleverly created so the less abled can play together with all the other children. It’s interesting to consider that this type of commemoration could relate more to not only the present day but also its aimed more for the younger generation. 

There is also a memorial for the late Princess Diana located in Paris where the fatal incident took place in 1997. One of the many notes written surrounding the memorial is, ‘We’ll never forget you’. August this year marks the 20th anniversary of her death and tributes have carefully placed a number of hand created collages which consist of images and the number ‘20’ in heart shaped borders of roses. Flowers are laid all year round surrounding the memorial but the week of the anniversary there were more than standard. The monument is located above the tunnel, some assume that the torch of the monument was built in memory of Diana, however it is more a symbol of Franco-American friendship. It has been said that tourists and groups of individuals take photographs of the monument, read a few of the notes that are left there and then go. 

However, the attitude of observer’s ranges from being intrigued, worshipping and even the younger generation questioning their parents and guardians about the accident regarding Princess Diana. This could lead on to the social aspects of commemoration and how the death of an individual affected so many people on a great scale. It has been recognised how us as individuals have become less trusting of public organizations. In some certain situations some reacted to the death of the princess as they would if a family member passed away as some were outpouring their grief publicly. This may be because some people thought of her like they knew her and spoke about her in personal terms, yet we only knew her through what the media perceived her as. 



[image: ]Figure 3 The Royal Parks. (2017). Diana Memorial Playground.











There is also another memorial for the death of Princess Diana. In 1989, the United States of America gave France the Flame of Liberty because of the restoration work done on the Statue of Liberty that is situated in New York. This concept is similar to the statues that were commonly used years ago when commemorating. The Flame of liberty which is what the statue is called, just happens to be located in the sport where Diana’s accident happened to take place. Its situated on Place de l’Alma, the tunnel where the tragedy took place, goes underneath the memorial. The immensity of emotion that was occurred because of the tragedy in turn created the Flame of Liberty as a monument to Diana. This led to people coming to this location and laying flowers at the bottom of the sculpture. Some would consider this to be quite a special sculpture as it’s something that was there before but not really noticed as much until this terrible tragedy took place and now it’s considered to be Diana’s memorial. A lot of people didn’t know that the Flame of Liberty was there previously to this event but instead consider it to be there because of Diana’s death. 

Another way we commemorate is on the 25th of April, called Anzac Day. It commemorates all the people in New Zealand killed in war. Anzac Day also honours the returned servicemen and women. Anzac Day was first established in 1916, since then t has gone through many different changes. The ceremonies are held at war memorials in New Zealand or even in places overseas where people from New Zealand are. The standard commemoration starts with a march that begins with an ex service individual and then returning to the war memorial. A service then begins with prayers and hymns which may consist of Kipling’s ‘Recessional’ or ‘Lest we forget’ and also another verse of Laurence Binyon’s for the fallen. After that service which is called the Dawn service there is then another ceremony called The Anzac parade which begins later on that morning. Returned service individuals wear their medals and then they behind the banners they march with pride. The march collects proceeds, which in turn goes to the local war memorial. The local war memorial which unlike the dawn service is more aimed for the public which isn’t usually as emotional or intimate. also holds a further service where establishments, organizations and the public lay down wreaths. After these services, the veterans have a choice to return to the local club or hotel where refreshments will be held. Particularly after the Dawn service, individuals who attended may be emotionally or even physically exhausted. 

It is interesting to consider that over time the way we commemorate has changed. Before when sculptures were a very popular way of commemorating an individual, people used to moan and express emotions in front of something what some may consider ‘just a piece of art’. At this present time, I think emotions and people expressing their feelings aren’t so displayed where statues are concerned. Some people would even go as far to say as they just pass statues and not think anything of them. The way we commemorate now could be reviewed more as an event like Remembrance Day and Anzac Day. With that being said, it could be observed that something like Diana’s memorial has changed the way we commemorate. This could be because there’s a sculpture of her memorial in Paris and its known that when she passed away people were moaning at the foot on the statue. It is very interesting to consider and to point blank say that commemorating has changed as a lot of people say that statues mean nothing more than what it is but then it could be argued that not much has changed other than the people who view them. 
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