Assignment 1: Essay (50%) 2500 words

Is it reasonable to describe the modern UK as a fully democratic state?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluating outcomes from the subjective point of view of those living in a political jurisdiction which is described in terms of how responsive the outcomes are, we can also evaluate outcomes from a more objective view/vantage point or at least at the point of view of those who are not living political jurisdiction – Against elections pdf 
Different types of democracy/definition of democracy 
The definition of democracy can be indifferent because of the variety of versions of democracy that can be seen in ancient and modern time periods for example John Keane’s three phrases of democracy are; Assembly democracy, representative democracy and monitory democracy. One definition of democracy by John Keane is ‘Democracy is the understanding that any kind of political rule is man-made and there contingent’ this supports the whole idea that nobody should rule over others, an example of others acting different to others is the current argument about the current Chief advisor Dominic Cummings to the Prime Minster of the UK as it appears that Cummings has gone against coronavirus rules that he himself had written up for the nation. 
· Democracy is synonymous with ‘unpredictably’
· Liberal democracy, constitutional democracy, social democracy and presidential democracy. 
· The American representative democracy contributed to yet another and powerful transformation of the language and the institutional setting of democracy. 
· The Low countries set an example for the following revolutionary transitions towards representative government in places in England and Sweden. 

History of democracy:
· Athens proved as well as the vulnerability of democracy from the inside.
· Historically, Islam, Spain in 12th century
· Keane argues that it was Islam which sowed the first seeds of representative government in Europe.
· Assembly democracy can be traced back to 3200 BC to the cities of Syria-Mesopotamia 
· Representative democracy; it was developed in the main areas of Europe and North America during the time of nearly a millennium. 
· Monitory democracy complements the established institutions of representative democracy with a plenitude of new techniques. 
· Keane states that there is no such thing as ‘the history’ of democracy’ but rather a plenitude of partially entangled histories of different self-government. Niels Hegewisch 
What type is the UK? Is it a democracy at all? 
· Where does the UK fit into this spectrum of definitions?
The UK is a democratic state following under a representative democratic order in which representatives are elected to control the country, but the UK also has representatives within a more local setting and speaking for a county of views throughout.  The UK government has a electoral representative government where they do things that will make their constituents better, they also have to face re-election which encourages them to do better. This is not always the case though (Guerrero 2014 pg. 13). 
 The UK has assemblies in Wales and Scotland with First Minsters who are the heads of the government rather than a Prime Minster like England has. The UK Government is made up of representatives which include Members of Parliament (MPS), Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) Constituently the UK’s government is the monarch’s government
· Current government and democracy; proroguing parliament. 
· Constitutional monarchy with the Queen/King as head of state.
·    
Current crisis: Pandemic Covid-19 
Due to our current crisis of the pandemic Covid-19 , democracy has ignored any factors of a global virus and even though the government and its representatives were urged to stay inside democracy was not paused and the debates against the current Prime Minsters role as the representatives for the population.  When reviewing John Keane’s book of Life and Death of Democracy, Niels Hegewisch states ‘In order to prove the historical necessity of western democracy, it ignores the devasting effects of economic crises, terrorism, imperialism or public disaffection with politics for the life of politics’’ which should include pandemics or epidemics because the view of the UK parliamentary figures has changed dramatically since the beginning of the pandemic when the current Prime Minster of UK forced upon a lockdown of the whole United Kingdom but from recent allegations that have been served to the chief advisor to the Prime Minster was seen 260 miles away from home with the suspected Covid-19 virus, the public have been shocked and infuriated with the decision amidst the current crisis . The whole idea of democracy is based upon the people liking the idea of their own representatives that are speaking for them and this is not the case with the absurd behaviour seen from a member of the parliament, they acted in an insensitive manner by travelling. The view of the current Prime minister Boris Johnson is that by not sacking his current chief advisor Dominic Cummings then he is unfit for office and the lack of confidence by the general public in Johnson as a Prime Minister has been declining since his firm decisions with the impacts of the COVID-19 on the nation.

Own conclusion:
The UK is not a complete democratic state but through the definition of democracy which is ‘A system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of state, typically through elected representation/representatives’, the UK  has aspects of democracy in the government and the leading of government.
