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Heritage impact assessment

1.0 Introduction 

This heritage impact statement is for the extension and development of the current Swansea College of Art building owned by UWTSD. This Statement is written by Greg Thompson on behalf of the university of Wales, Trinity saint David, Swansea. As per figure 1 below, the red outline is the site boundary with the yellow outline being the proposed area for the new extension. The current Swansea college of Art, UWTSD is located on between Pleasant street and Alexandra road in the heart of Swansea. 



2.0 Project Brief 

This Heritage statement is a proposal for the extension of current Swansea college of Art, UWTSD and will require a clear process which follows the Cadw Guidance for grade II listed buildings. (Welsh Government, Cadw, 2017 ) Following the Cadw and Planning policy Wales will help identify the historic characteristics of the existing building and ensuring they are preserved. (Welsh Government , 2021) Having a clear understanding of the significance of the current building will aid the proposed plans for the new building as the main objective is to ensure the building gains for the alterations and is sustainable in the future. With this building being within the Conservation area (see appendix 1) the designer will need to reference and follow the Conservation Principles set out by Cadw. (Welsh Government , 2011)

The Swansea college of Art Building formerly known as the Old Central Library had a redundant Caretakers house and a derelict lean – to kitchen / toilet space that was at the front of the building and was in desperate need of attention. The proposed demolition and extension are in replacement of these two buildings which were not aiding the rest of the historic building. However, they were hindering its significance from the lack of the aesthetic appearance. The Objective for the extension is not only to build an extension for more students to work in a safe environment but it is also to draw attention to the existing building and recreate its historic significance which has been lacking. The proposed design is that the extension is a glass building which will allow the existing building to be seen from all streets surrounding through the transparency of the new extension. There will also be new access facilities added such as internal lifts and external lift to the entrance, the added access facilities will make a huge impact to the building as it will make it an all-inclusive building. 

The internal works will consist of maintaining and repairing where necessary any of the original fabrics with special mention to the round library. Any retrofitting of fabric will be done to match the visual appearance of the existing items, such as windows will be upgraded to double glazed but will maintain the sash window effect so visually will not be able to tell.



[bookmark: _Hlk104550487]3.0 Site Location and Context 

The site is located on the A4118, Alexandra Road and is at the top of Pleasant street which is opposite the Glyn Vivian Art Gallery. Alexandra road is predominantly a commercial nature with shops such as fast-food shops and other retail outlets. Alexandra Road is a main road through Swansea which gives access to the city centre and down to the docks SA1. It is 200m from Swansea train station with the town centre being approx. 0.8km from the site. 
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Figure 1: Powell Dobson Location plan for the extension of Swansea college of Art (Powel Dobson, 2011)





The existing building covers approx. 4,350m2 floor space and ranges up to 4 storeys in height. There are a number of single storey buildings which are linked to the main building as shown in Figure 2. 

The Construction of the building is similar throughout the whole site with the majority of its original features and fabric still remaining in place albeit not the best of condition. There is car parking within the courtyard of the site and to the side of the building which is roadside parking. 

The old library was built in 1887 and was designed by Henry Holtom of Dewbury in the Italian classical style, the building was opened by the prime minster at the time Willam Ewert Gladstone. (GPSMYCITY, n.d.)
The Glynn Vivian Art Gallery was then built in 1911 and followed similar design features to the library, which is located opposite, since then there has been many other buildings around Swansea which have similar features as the Library designed by Holtom. 
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Redundant caretakers house & kitchen and toilet






Figure 2: College Building side elevation  (Thomson, 1996)



[bookmark: _Hlk104550506]4.0 Understanding the heritage Asset 

[bookmark: _Hlk104550672]4.1 Use of current building 
The Old Central Library has recently been used for film sets and more famously it has been used for the filming of Doctor Who which used multiple areas of the Old Library. (GPSMYCITY, n.d.) Apart from the infrequent use for film sets the Old Central Library is a redundant library which is now being used for Swansea University students who are studying art subjects and in particular stained glass. However, the facilities and layout of the building is not suitable for students to be working full time and therefore needs to be upgraded and redesigned so the building can get back to its social and vibrant area that it once as the Central library. 





[bookmark: _Hlk104550685]4.2 Design and construction
The Old Central Library is a traditional building with a solid wall construction, sash windows and natural slight roofing. It is unclear exactly what insulation is within the building unless a condition report is complete on the building. The main library room is a round traditional room with a large glazing unit which has a lead gutter surrounding it with small lead outlets running into internal downpipes. 
The upper floor of the building has also a large glazing unit throughout. The slate roofs have a lead detail over the wall where the aluminium rainwater goods sit on, this is the original design of the building. 
The tower is extremely worn and damaged the lead around the tower and the pitched roofs. The flat roofs are asphalt and have started to blister and crack which need repairing. 






4.3 The listings 
See appendix 2 & 3. 

[bookmark: _Hlk104550707]4.4 Significance 
The central library has an extremely rich heritage background, and this property has been considered against the 4 heritage values: 

4.5 Aesthetic Value 
(The ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from a place) (Welsh Government, Cadw, 2017 )

· The Italian design of the building is shown throughout including the metal gates for doorways and the glazing units throughout. 
· The visual architecture of the building is striking and was a pioneer for the Swansea area for the design of surrounding buildings such as the Glynn Vivian Art Gallery. 
· The external façade of the building especially the front elevation facing onto Alexandra Road remains a key contributor to the surrounding architecture and character of the local area. 
· The tower is an iconic feature to this building and is recognised across the local area. 
· The internal round library has all of its original features and has been used for many film settings due to its unique characteristics. (GPSMYCITY, n.d.) 
· The significance associated to the aesthetic value of the building is therefore attributed by the external envelope and some sections of the internal. 

4.6 Evidential Value 
(The potential of a place to yield evidence about past human activity) (Welsh Government, Cadw, 2017 )
· The highest evidential value is that the building is still in use, the round library is still in place and the external envelope has largely not been altered. 
· The internal Layout has gone through a number of changes including joining rooms together and the inclusion of new heating system as they were unable to occupy the building for learning. 
· The main historic features such as the windows, metal gates for internal doors, all cornices are in place and the round library room has been untouched. 



4.7 Communal Value 
(The meaning of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it figures in their collective experience or memory) (Welsh Government, Cadw, 2017 )
· As a key building for the local architecture, it maintains a clear visual connection with its local people and its surroundings. 
· The location of the building is near the centre of Swansea where there are people, events which can connect people to the past. 
· The central library building remains with all of its historic properties that were there when it was original built by Holtom. 






4.8 Historic Value 
(The ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be connected through a place to the present – it tends to be illustrative or associative) (Welsh Government, Cadw, 2017 )

· As this is a listed building and is part of the conservation area within Swansea it is important to keep, maintain and enhance the building to strengthen the sense of place within the local environment. 
· With the library being a place of community, it is crucial to keep the key features to ensure the library is still recognisable to the public. 
· The library held a special collection of Dylan Thomas books which have a large audience in Swansea which people would have visited the library specifically for those books and poems. 
· In recent times there has been films which have used the round library room as setting which could also be considered as part of its history and is important that it is maintained throughout any works. 
· The famous cupola tower was damaged during World War II, people will have a connection to this as so many of the Swansea people lost their lives during World War II.   (GPSMYCITY, n.d.)


5.0 Summary of findings 

5.1 Externally 
The masonry walls are in suffice condition with some staining and vegetation growing in places, the roofing works seems to be in poor condition and will need replacement or repairing where necessary so that there are no more leaks which are restricting access in certain areas. The windows are single glazed with the sash wood starting to breakdown with the potential of dry rot in areas. The exterior paint on the doors and windows is flaking from weathering and metal sections have rusted beneath, similar issues are apparent with the railings around the building. A further intrusive report would be recommended into the building materials and their life span. 

5.2 Internally 
The internals of the building show signs of wear and tear, the wall decoration has started to peel in multiple rooms with staining from leaks and the potential for mould growth in areas. The round library room has severe leaks from the roof and is starting to cause rotting of the wood panels, this seems to be directly in line with the internal outlet and downpipe. The old, gated doors have started to flake and rust similar to the staircase railing. The rooms are small and insufficient for the use of the building, as it has changed its use a more expansive floor plan would be better suited. Bathrooms are old and have staining and cracks in sinks and toilets throughout. A further intrusive report would be recommended into the building materials and their life span.



5.3 Redundant areas 
The old kitchen / bathroom and care takers house is redundant and has not been used for a number of years. It has been left in a state where it is unhabitable. Mould growing on the ceiling and walls. Kitchen and bathroom are unusable with no plumbing working. No Heating within this section of the building. 
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Photo 1 – Weather of stonework                                                                  Photo 2 – Rubbish left by old caretaker house
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                                                        Photo 3 – Vegetation growing through the chimney 
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 Photo 4 – Dry rot in round library room                                                     photo 5 – rotting of sash window 
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                                                                     Photo 6 – Paint flaking from internal walls


6.0 The proposals 

6.1 The Design 
The approach to this design has been to maintain as much of the historic and community value as possible, that is why the designers have opted for a glass façade to ensure that the original building and its features maintain the forefront of the building. Where possible the building will have a ‘like for like’ of fabrics and the economic upgrading of insulation, glazing and other fabrics that in the long run will cut emissions. 

6.2 External 
Externally the building will receive an upgrade on all of its roof areas, the pitched roofs will be put back in Welsh slate and the flat roofs asphalt these will be a like for like with the upgrade of insulation to bring it up to U -Value. The lead gulley’s, skylights and rainwater goods are all to be renewed in like for like products such as Code 8 lead and Cast aluminium guttering and downpipes. 

The Tower will be rebuilt to how it used to look pre-1940’s before it got damaged, this will be inline with the listed building materials. 

The external walls will need to be cleaned using water and a chemical solution which will not erode any stonework which is in place. The window will be upgraded to double glazed maintaining the existing look of the sash effect. Doors will be repainted with any repairs required so that all exits are fully functioning. 

The demolishment of the old caretaker’s house will provide enough space for a large, glazed extension which will allow extra pupil learning space, reception and new ventilation and heating system. This glazed extension will be built adjoined to the existing building so at the entrance of the new extension there will be the original external entrance of the old central library. By building this extension it allows new M & E to be installed throughout the building but have all the plant located on the new build section, so it is not encroaching on the listed building. 

An external lift will be put in place to allow wheelchair access up to the main entrance where there will be an internal lift allowing access to all floors. 

6.3 Internally 
Internally the Old Central Library will maintain all of the aesthetic features that it currently has, the internal doors will be repainted in the same colour to match what was there. The ceilings will be redecorated but crucially keeping the cornices in place along with the skylight / glazing units that are on the roof. The replacement of any rotten timber work or mould spots will be removed and renewed like for like. 

Within the new extension it will be left open plan to allow the features of the existing listed building to be seen on all floors. On the upper levels there will be new archways cut out of the existing walls will new structural plinths put in to ensure stability within the existing building. This will allow new entrances and exits to be produced alongside the installation of a lift for disabled access. There will be a new air conditioning / heating system installed within the new section which will run along the ceilings and penetrate through the roof. 
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Figure 3 – BS7913:2013 – Magnitude plotted against Value (BSI Standards , 2014)



In conjunction with BS7913:2013 Guide to the conservation of historic buildings, these works will consider the magnitude of impact that they will have against the significance value of each section, see table below. 
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7.0 summary (Welsh Government, Cadw, 2017 )

	Building / Area 
	Room / Location 
	Objective
	Detail affected fabric 
	Significance
	Beneficial impact
	Harmful impact
	Comments 

	Old caretaker house
	External 
	Demolish 
	Full building 
	Medium
	Neutral impact
	Neutral impact
	This building is derelict and had no real meaning to the general public. 

	Glazed extension
	External 
	Build new extension for the pupils and public to use for studying and publications of artwork including stained glass. 
	External steps and side elevation of the central library as the new extension will be embedded in. 
	High 
	Large impact 
	Large impact 
	It will be a large impact but can be seen as a positive due to the new modernisation of the entrance to the old central library. 

	Roofs generally 
	External 
	Renew and repair pitched and flat roofs 
	Proposed that the roofs are re-slated in areas and flat roofs are re-asphalted. 
	Medium 
	Neutral impact
	Neutral impact
	Where slates can be salvaged, they will be, it is thought that 30% could be reused. 

	Windows 
	External / internal 
	Install double glazing 
	Glass windows and wooden features 
	Medium 
	Neutral impact
	Neutral impact
	There should be no noticeable difference to the public aesthetically. 

	Gated doors
	Internal doors 
	Repaint / rust repellent where necessary 
	Metal gates 
	Medium 
	Neutral impact
	Neutral impact
	Increase the aesthetic look to what they used to be. 

	Rainwater goods
	External 
	Renew rainwater goods 
	Replacement of the heavily weathered rainwater goods
	Medium
	Neutral impact
	Neutral impact
	There was consideration to leave these in place however, some of the major leaks and damp spots are from the poor condition they are in. 

	Lead works 
	External 
	Renew lead works and outlets 
	Lead had splits and cracks throughout and will require renewing 
	Medium 
	Neutral impact
	Neutral impact
	Lead around round library room glazing unit is in desperate need of new lead due to the splits and leaks that are showing internally. 







Managing assets and retrofit 

1.0 Introduction
The management of both buildings will need to be overseen by an estates manager, the estates manager will “be concerned with the historical or heritage preservation of a site and your aim will be to enable an estate to run as effectively as possible. Through careful management and coordination, you'll seek to solve problems and maximise financial returns from the estate. You'll also work to improve other areas, such as health outcomes or improved social integration.” (Prospects , 2020)

It is crucial that a reliable, experienced, and capable person is employed within this role otherwise the buildings will not be maintained correctly and will start to become unhabitable over time. When managing a listed building the Cadw Managing Change to Listed Buildings in Wales should be followed; this document will give the estates manager all the tools that they need to ensure any works or maintenance that happens on the site is done within the Listed building policies. (Welsh Government , 2017)

As shown in Figure 4 below if the works require a listed building consent application there the table of details should be followed, this is document should be followed on all cases with minor and major works to the building. Alongside this a maintenance programme should be carried out by the estate management team to ensure the building is kept to a high standard with minimal defects. By doing this they are maintaining the significance of the building and allow it to continue to be used by the community. 




2.0 Retrofit 
“Retrofitting is the act of fitting new systems designed for high energy efficiency and low energy consumption to buildings previously built without them. This can range from small activities such as fitting energy-efficient light bulbs to installing state of the art heating systems.” (Elmhurst Energy , 2022)

As the original building was built in 1887 there are many areas that could benefit from retrofit, however when retrofitting a listed building; it is crucial to maintain the significance of the building. This is shown in ‘Planning responsible retrofit of traditional buildings’ by the Sustainable Traditional Building Allowance, the document they released explains how retrofitting any building is difficult as the retrofitter needs a large amount of knowledge of the buildings systems and structure, this is difficult with traditional buildings. Traditional buildings make up 25% of the UK’s buildings and even high percentage in Wales, a pre-1919 building is classed as a traditional building. As there are few people who understand traditional builds and how all the existing systems work as shown in Figure 5, for example the heating, drainage, plumbing etc. (STBA, 2015) 
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Figure 4: Cadw checklist for building consent (Welsh Government , 2017) 
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Figure 5: Difference between modern and traditional homes (STBA, 2015)



2.1 Retrofit for the Old Central Library 
The old central library will need much thought and planning when deciding what elements to retrofit. The obvious areas would be to renew the windows with double glazed sash windows instead of single which is currently there. If there is a new roof being installed with the extension or any future building works, then the roof should be upgraded to either current U – Value or to a standard where the roof does not change height or shape. For example, when a roof changes its height then planning should be applied for; if a pitched roof only has 100mm rafters then the maximum insulation they would be able to install is 50mm as the roof will require a 50mm air gap. This is a compromise with the heritage building and retrofitting. 
When deciding what options of retrofitting is feasible the following things should be thought about; (Sharman, 2022)
· Proactive – incorporating new systems when upgrading or repair materials / structures within the house. 
· Adaptive – adapting the building use to a new industry instead of knocking it down and starting again. 
· Expansive – taking the original building and expanding the internal space. 

[bookmark: _Hlk104553059]2.2 Retrofit for the new Alex Building 
The new Alex building was built in 2016 by Aluk a leading aluminium and glazing designer and engineering company. 
Yvonne Gibbs from Powell Dobson said “Due to the context of the Listed Building, it was imperative that the new extension was as transparent as possible, so the original scale and features of the historic fabric behind, could still be expressed. The University was also looking for a truly sustainable solution, to reduce energy consumption and create an inspiring place for learning.” (Aluk, 2016) The double glass south facing facade that was installed on the Alex building allows for natural heat to be caught throughout the day and for the solar panels on the roof to be a maximum efficiency. With a new air conditioning and heating system there is very little that can be added to the Alex building in a way of retrofitting. 


3.0 Management of assets

3.1 Introduction 
Asset management is “the process of developing, operating, maintaining, upgrading and disposing of an asset using the most efficient and effective means.” (Design Build , 2021) This references appendix 4 the RIBA Plan of work task 7 which is to identify a maintenance strategy and an asset management plan. The Maintenance management approach will need to be worked in with the budget that is provided for the maintenance of the building and then split appropriately. 

3.2 Approaches 
There are 4 main asset management approaches these are: 
1) Preventative 
This is where there will be regular checks and services happening to the building and specific materials to ensure that they do not loose efficiency in their performance from general wear and tear, by doing this it will identify issues sooner which allow them to be repaired before they get to such a state where a full renewal is required. (Aviva, 2021)

2) Risk Based 
Risk based approach is when the maintenance team will get together and identify the highest areas at risk, this could be the more expensive materials to replace or a specific room. For example, the round library is used for film sets and could bring in a significant amount of publicity and revenue for the university so that could be a factor to ensure the library is kept open at all costs. (Aviva, 2021)

3) Condition Based
Condition based approach is when the maintenance will monitor the performance of the materials and when they start to break down or become inefficient then they will put a programme together to get them items repaired or renewed. (Aviva, 2021)


4) Corrective 
Corrective approach is reactive maintenance, it is where the maintenance team will wait until something is broken or defective and then put it forward for repair or renewal. This is probably the least efficient way of managing the buildings assets. (Aviva, 2021)

4.0 Defects with the Old Central Library 
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Photo 1 	Photo 2 

Photo 1 = Wall fans have been covered up with a fibre cement slate which does not fit within the listed building materials. They have covered 3 out of the 4 up so it should be noted to check the 4th. 

Photo 2 = Debris growing out of chimney stack. Lightening conductors need to be checked to see if they are still working, it is not a law to have lightening conductors on the roof, but it is a regulation for businesses to protect the building from lightening. (Ecclesiastical and hertiage world, n.d.)
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Photo 3 = lead gulley and internal outlet which is blocked 









                                       Photo 3 
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Photo 4 = large glazing unit which will need cleaning regularly not to get discolouration and block any light internally. 
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                                Photo 5 	    Photo 6 
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                          Photo 7 	Photo 8 



Photo 5 = Lift access externally and internally, these will need to be serviced every 6 months according to the HSE regulations. (HSE, 2006)

Photo 6 = Rotten sash windows, this could be dry rot and needs examination by a professional. 

Photo 7 = Damp on ceiling, this is linked to the roof leaking, potentially a blocked outlet. 

Photo 8 = Decoration peeling and cracking, the wall will need redecorating as part of the maintenance budget. 
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           Photo 9              	Photo 10 


Photo 9 = Rubbish needs to be cleared as it leaves a bad image to the public. 

Photo 10 = Discolouration of the stonework, this looks as if water is leaking onto it. Likelihood is a blocked gutter. 









[bookmark: _Hlk104553194]5.0 Strategy to maintenance for the Old Central Library 
The maintenance strategy for the Old Central Library will be a mixture of preventative and correction with a potential of risk if the University would like to prioritise specific areas, for example if the university would like to use the round library as a revenue stream for the use of film sets and guest speakers then that would be the high risk and would require the most money allocation. 

However, the main approach will be preventative as that approach this approach spots wear and tear and potential issues before they happen. With the building being over 100 years old this is imperative as there will be fabrics that are at the end of their life cycle and need to be monitored. 

The roofing issues should be the highest priority, the gutter detail on the pitched roofs is sitting on brickwork and therefore it is more important than usual that the gutters and downpipes are not blocked as the water will back up and over the gutter and run down the internal of the wall. Once the roofing issues have been resolved then a maintenance programme can be put in place alongside getting the internal damages repaired. 
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[bookmark: _Hlk104553229]6.0 Alex Building maintenance required 
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	Photo 13                                                                                         Photo14
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         Photo 15 	Photo 16 
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                Photo 17 	Photo 18 

Photo 11 = Glass façade of the Alex Building, this will need cleaning on yearly basis to ensure it does not discolour.  

Photo 12 = Defibrillator, this will require regular checks even though it does have a self-testing mode that will flag up any defaults with the machine. The pads and batteries have an expiry date so that will need to be maintained.  (St John Ambulance , 2021)

Photo 13 = Solar panels will need regular checks on their performance and efficiency. If this drops, then repairs will need to be made so they are beneficial for the building and UWTSD. 

Photo 14 = Single ply roof is currently leaking as per Photo 17, this should have a guarantee as long as the T & C’s have been kept up to date. An electronic test can be carried out over the single ply roof with repairs where required. 

Photo 15 = Plant located on the roof; this will need to be serviced as regular as the operation manual instructs. 

Photo 16 = M & E internally 

Photo 17 = Water leaks from room, these leaks are from the detail where the single ply roof meets the wall. Ensure all outlets are unblocked.  

Photo 18 = Internal junction with existing building, the seals will need to be checked often to ensure they are not wearing down. 






[bookmark: _Hlk104553280]7.0 Strategy to overcome issues for new building 
The strategy for this building would implement a facility management team who has a broad knowledge of the new products that have been installed, for example the glass façade maintenance and the M & E. 

Due to it being built in 2016 there should be limited correction approach to this building as all materials are fairly new in relation to their life span. A preventative approach should be considered and put in place for this building, the plan should include a schedule based off the O & M manuals and how to maintain the guarantee for the new products and systems, for example the single ply flat roof will need to be monitored bi-yearly with a recorded register to ensure the guarantee is still valid. 

The building should be split into the high-cost materials / systems that have been installed in the extension to ensure that those items are maintained as a priority. This is a smart way of managing the budget. 


8.0 Conclusion 
In Conclusion the two buildings are ging to have a different approach to the maintenance to begin with until the Old Library’s issues have been repaired or renewed if required. The main approach of the maintenance plan and policy will be preventative as this the best option to being on top of all the buildings issues, the downfall is that it does require a large labour team whereas some of the other approaches are not labour intensive. This is a financial task to see if one outweighs the other. It will take a while for all existing issues, leaks and defects to be resolved but once they are, then both buildings can be run off one maintenance plan with the inclusion of any manufacturer guarantees to ensure they are valid throughout the materials life cycle. 

































Appendix 1 – Conservation area Swansea – Alexandra Road 
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Appendix 2 – Listed Building report 1/2
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Appendix 2 – Listed Building report 2/2
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Appendix 3 – Listed Building report 1/2
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Appendix 3 – Listed Building report 2/2
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Appendix 4  - RIBA Plan of Work 
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Listed Building Consent Application — Checklist of Supporting

Documents =

Item

Content and Scale

Heritage Impact
Statement

Access Statement

Your heritage impact statement should summarise the proposed works and
explain what they are intended to achieve, the significance of the asset and
the aspects of its value most directly affected. It should assess the impact of
the proposal, including potential benefits as well as harm. The assessment
should be proportionate to the proposals and their likely impact

An access statement, if required.

Location Map

At scale 1:1,250 or 1:2,500. Buildings to be affected should be outlined in red
and neighbouring land in the same ownership in blue.

At each floor level, scale 1:50 (1:100 for large buildings). Separate drawings
o showing existing and proposed situations. Digital plans should make
reference to the paper size.

Elevations and

Exteral alterations must be shown on existing and proposed elevations, and
internal afterations on similar sections, both at the same scale as the plans.

Details

For works affecting larger scale features; for example, doors, windows,
railings and staircases, drawings at 1:10 and 1:20. For fine and more
decorative details for example, stone mouldings, wooden glazing bars,
plster details, and intricate metalwork, drawings at scale 1:2 or :I.

Photographs

Dated photographs showing the existing appearance of those parts of the
buiding and its setting to be affected must be included. Photomontages
showing the visual effects of proposed changes can be used for minor works;
for example, addition of lihts, zerials, alarms, or changes to shopfronts and
signage. The wider setting of the listed building should be shown on more
distant photographs.

Ecology

Where appropriate, a statement must be included on what ecological
constraints were considered. Ecological survey results and recommendations
should be attached to the application.

Specialst Reports

As requested by the local planning authority.
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Full Report for Listed Buildings & Cadw

‘Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference Building Grade Status, Date of Date of
Number Number Designation  Amendment
[ Designated
11550 som31s7 0031987
Name of Property Address
Cental Library
Location
Unitary Community  Town Locality Easting Northing
Authority
Castle 285535 183428
Swansea
Street Side Location

In a group of pubiic buidings at the N end of the city centre

Description

Broad Class Period

Recreational

History

Erected 1885.7. Designed by Henry Holtom of Dewsbury (cost £20,000). Halianate
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P e Butange- it Rapon- HertgeBi Caow Asees - Repors

Exterior

Monumental, symmetical classical design; red brck facings with pale fesstone cressings.
2.storey,atic and basement. Advanced centre and end bays with siate pavion foofs (centre oof destroyed n Second
‘War), tower o cenire with ripartt arched windows. Main denfiled comice with solid parapets and plain rieze. Banded
quoins to upper floor, angle and fluted pilasters below; windows divided 2-4-1-4-2, outer bays wih futed tympana and
inscribed tables. Swagged and fluted oculi to inner bays over pedimented and keybiocked studio windows. Oriel
treatment o central aedicule lanked by niches and elaborate overthrow withreciining figres. Arched and keyblocked
round floor windows with inked impost bands and panelled aprons. Segmental, keyblocked basement windows:
beind area raiings. Mostly T-frame glazing

‘Set-back bay on fa ight, similar syle with glazed top storey and 2-bay retum evation. Porch to sreet with segmental
pedimented doorcase, panelled plasters and carved tympanum. Main arched and pilastered doorcase has foiage
aning to spandrels and keyblock, siding double doors, quadrant parapets to steps up. Smaller doorcase to far left
‘with guillche surmound, inseribed over door under glazed lunette, fiying platform to steps, & pane doors.

Interior

Iteriorof entrance hall has paired doorways up steps, arched coffered ceiling to vestbule, elaborate tmber
pedimented doorcases with unsties over, arched and piastered treatment o lateral comdors. Alsied, ircular rear
Reading ciassicaldetaiing. Cast fon columns with rch acanthus capials and radiating Smber bookcases with guiloche.
iromwork balconies support entablature.

Reason for designation

Group value.

Cadw : Full Report for Listed Buildings [Records 10f1]
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‘Summary Description of a Listed Buildings

Reference Building Grade Status Date of Date of
Number Humber Designation  Amendment
n Designated
st 0031987 3uo3187

Hame of Property Address
School of At
Location
Unitary Community  Town Locality Easting Northing
Authority
Castle 265520 153416
Swansea
Street Side Location
1n a group of publc buiings at the N end of the cy cenire.
Description
Broad Class Period
Education
History

Erected 1885.7. Designed by Henry Holtom of Dewsbury (cost £20,000). Halianate
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Exterior

Monumental, symmetical classical design; red brck facings with pale fesstone cressings.
2.storey,atic and basement. Advanced centre and end bays with siate pavion foofs (centre oof destroyed n Second
‘War), tower o cenire with ripartt arched windows. Main denfiled comice with solid parapets and plain rieze. Banded
quoins to upper floor, angle and fluted pilasters below; windows divided 2-4-1-4-2, outer bays wih futed tympana and
inscribed tables. Swagged and fluted oculi to inner bays over pedimented and keybiocked studio windows. Oriel
treatment o central aedicule lanked by niches and elaborate overthrow withreciining figres. Arched and keyblocked
round floor windows with inked impost bands and panelled aprons. Segmental, keyblocked basement windows:
beind area raiings. Mostly T-frame glazing

‘Set-back bay on fa ight, similar syle with glazed top storey and 2-bay retum evation. Porch to sreet with segmental
pedimented doorcase, panelled plasters and carved tympanum. Main arched and pilastered doorcase has foiage
aning to spandrels and keyblock, siding double doors, quadrant parapets to steps up. Smaller doorcase to far left
‘with guillche surmound, inseribed over door under glazed lunette, fiying platform to steps, & pane doors.

Interior

Interiorof entrance hall has paired doorways up steps, arched coffered ceiling to vestbule, elaborate tmber
pedimented doorcases with unsties over, arched and pilastered treatment o lateral comdors. Alsied, ircular rear
Reading ciassicaldetaiing. Cast fon columns wth rch acanthus capials and radiating Smber bookcases with guiloche.
romwork balconies support entablature.

Reason for designation

Group value.
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