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My name is Andrei Vladeanu, and I am currently working as a Head Chef in a restaurant based in Mumbles while studying at UWTSD. Balancing work and university can be challenging, but I see it as an opportunity to develop myself, gain new knowledge and prepare for better opportunities in the future. I would describe myself as a proactive, curious and committed person. I enjoy learning new things, challenging myself and gaining experiences that can help me grow both personally and professionally.
My decision to study this course comes from several different reasons. One of the main reasons is that I have always been interested in helping people. I am also very curious about the human body, how it works and how healthcare professionals can support people when they are going through difficult situations. Although my current career is in the hospitality industry, I believe that some of the skills I have developed as a Head Chef, such as communication, organisation, teamwork, responsibility and working under pressure, can also be valuable in a healthcare environment.
Another important reason for my interest in healthcare comes from a personal experience that I had around ten years ago. One morning, I woke up with facial paralysis. It was a very unexpected and frightening experience, as I did not know what was happening to me or what the future would look like. I had to go through different stages of treatment, including spending time in hospital and attending therapy. This period was difficult for me both physically and emotionally.
There was a point when I started to feel frustrated because I was not seeing the improvement that I had hoped for. I remember feeling like giving up because I could not see a clear result from all the effort I was putting into my recovery. However, I was fortunate to have good doctors and nurses around me who supported me throughout this difficult period. They not only provided medical care, but also encouraged me and helped me understand the importance of continuing to fight and never giving up. Their support had a significant impact on me, and I believe this experience helped shape the way I look at healthcare professionals today.
Going through this experience allowed me to understand that healthcare is not only about treating an illness or a physical condition. It is also about communication, empathy, patience and supporting people when they may feel vulnerable or uncertain. The doctors and nurses who helped me showed me how much of a difference a healthcare professional can make in someone's life.
At this stage of my life, I am not completely sure which career I would like to pursue in the future. However, I believe that studying this course will help me discover my strengths, interests and potential career opportunities. I want to keep my options open, gain a better understanding of healthcare and develop skills that can be useful in my future. Most importantly, I want to continue learning, challenge myself and create more opportunities for my personal and professional development.

