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ECDE7019 Assessment Component 1 - Plan and Justify

Background 

The rise of Generative AI (GAI) since the release of ChatGPT 3.0 in November 2022 (Open AI, 2022) has brought tremendous changes to the higher education (HE) sector, with its popularity, capabilities and speed of development, HE institutions, for example Russell Group (2023) has been working at top speed to establish guidelines for responsible use of GAI and to improve GAI literacy amongst their staff and students.

Due to the fact that the technology is still very new, despite that it is generally agreed that GAI will transform education, it is difficult to know exactly how the HE sector will be shaped by the technology and impact on and its stakeholders, as the transformation is just at its beginning stage. As a member of staff working at a HE institution in Wales, I am particularly interested in how the HE sector is reacting to the technology and what development there are on incorporating GAI in teaching, learning and assessment.

Given the background briefly mentioned above , I would like to initially explore the adaptation of GAI in higher education for the literature review and trying to answer the following research questions:
1. In which ways is generative AI impacting on higher education?
2. What are the main strategies higher education institutions are adopting to harness the benefits and overcome the challenges generative AI?

Plan

· To locate relevant literature for my research questions above and to understand the scope of which the current scholarship covers, I will be using the following combination of key words: generative AI/AI, higher education/university, transform/adapt/incorporate, strategies/approaches, assessment/teaching/learning, staff/students.

· Due to that the development of GAI is still relatively new, only papers that are published in 2023 and beyond will be included for my literature review.

· Due to the scope of the assignment, I plan to mostly focus on empirical research from the disciplines of humanities and social sciences in higher education, as they are closely related to my field of work. Literature based papers will also be considered if they help to provide overview of the issue or if they help to clarify concepts related to GAI in HE.

· I plan to organise my literature review into themes based on my research questions listed above, they will help me analyse articles and synthesise findings. Additional themes may need to be discussed base on the research results through the keywords listed above.

· Through the literature review I aim to answer the above research questions so that it can help me identify gaps and under explored issues in HE in the age of GAI (such as the value of HE in the age of GAI, and essential individual skills for GAI empowered future society), so that I can build my thesis on it.

Justification

As suggested by Chui (2024), university educators’ responses to GAI in HE highlighted the significance of the question: ‘How will GenAI impact universities in the future?’ As a lecturer working in an university in the UK, despite having attended conferences and training related to GAI, it is still difficult to understand the exact scale of impact the technology brings to the HE sector, and how to establish futureproof teaching and learning strategies for both educators and students. GAI is going to revolutionise education, and HE has a great role to play in guiding and anchoring the change in the right direction. Thus, the goal of this literature review is to understand the scale of impact and current useful strategies and best practices on GAI in HE, so that it can help me to find a focus for my doctoral thesis.

Having said the above, base on initial reading, most of the current publications are on staff and students’ perceptions, understanding, and the use of the technology, policies responses and how the technology can be used to facilitate quality education (Nedungadi, Tang and Raman, 2024). However, there is still few studies focusing on re-imagining education and value of education in the age of GAI, which are important issues from a philosophical perspective, and these aspects of the issue are what interest me the most.

To summarise, for the literature review, I aim to understand the scale of impact that GAI brings to HE, existing strategies in dealing with the arising issues and identify gaps in the current research which will help me build my thesis on, and the above plan and justification will guide me through the research process for the literature review.
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